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Deteriorated Ruin Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered
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Moved [3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

* The house, dating from the second decade of the nineteenth century, is 
typical of upcountry South Carolina farm houses of that period, with the 
exception that it is constructed of brick. Basically, the architecture of 
the house is late-Georgian of a type that traveled through Virginia to the 
Carolinas during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. A 
development of the early dogtrot plan, the house has a central hall with a 
large room opening off either side.

The building is two-storied and the second floor has the same arrange­ 
ment as the first. There is no basement. All first floor windows are 
double sash 9/9 and all second floor windows are double sash 6/9; a jack 
arch caps every window. At either end of the house is a double shouldered 
and corbeled chimney. One brick of the east chimney is inscribed with the 
date 1821. Just under the eaves in the front and rear of the building run 
corbeled stringcourses which join a concrete belt course on the gable ends. 
The brickwork is Flemish bond.\

\ Attached to the rear of the house is a two-story wooden leanto comprisi 
four rooms. This was a much later addition. The front porch is original, 
although the roof line has been altered.

The original paint still remains in the interior of the house and 
appears to be in unusually good condition, although age has mellowed the 
colors. In the entrance hall, a staircase leads to the second floor, while 
just inside the room totheleft of the entrance, a second, less impressive, 
staircase parallels the first to the second story. There is a fireplace 
in each room. Interior woodwork--mantels, wainscoting, cornices, and 
moulding--!'s typical of the period. An additional feature of the house is 
the presence of the original wooden curtain holders.

Altogether, the house presents an interesting study of upcountry South 
Carolina building construction during the first years of the nineteenth 
century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Georgian colonial farm house is typical of upcountry design, 
although it is one of the few of its period to be constructed of brick in 
this region.\Near the house stands a barn which is built of hand-hewn 
logs and probably is contemporary with the house. In addition, it is 
important that the original interior paints (blues and red) remain in an 
unusually good state of preservation.

Built by the Means family, who furnished soldiers for both the Revo­ 
lution and the War of 1812 and who also furnished a governor of the state, 
the house reflects the typical upcountry family which began the development 
of the Carolina backcountry and continued a prominent role in the develop­ 
ment of the state. N,

The Means House and 20 acres has been obtained by the Union County 
Historical Foundation which plans to restore the house to its original state 
and open it to the public. """" " '•/<£
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Union County Historical Foundation March 15, 1973
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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