ST 7Y

/X

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

P 000103l

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

&

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

ALABAMA

COUNTY:

FRANKLIN

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

00T 3 1

973

C OMMON:

Overton Farm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANLC NUMBER:

T 8S R L4IF~omGy 3P fin

CITY OR TOWN:

;-L . JUEPRp— \ -

@ear- Hodges, Alabama 4 m

iles NW of Hodzes

STATE 7 f-es5E

_Alabama 01

COUNTY:

klin

coD

E

CATEGORY

ACCESSIBLE

OWNE STATUS
(Check One) ERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
District (] Building ¥ Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
3 Site ] Structure ([ Private (3 In Process ¥} Unoccupied [ Restricted
[] Object [0 Both [] Being Considered [ Preservation work &) Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) ‘
3 Agricultural (] Government ] Park [[] Transportation ] Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [J Private Residence [] Other (Specify)
&) Educational 1 Military ] Religious
[ Entertainment O Museum [0 Scientific
..... :
Bear Creek Development Authority 3
STREET AND NUMBER: m
Box 670
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
R abam; 623 ol
HOUSE, REGISTRY OF iﬁEEDs ETC: I a
Q
Franklin County Courthouse (Deed Book 169 - Page 308) g
STREET AND NUMBER: 3

CITY OR TOWN:

Russellville

STATE

Alabama 35653

CODE

01

TITLE OF SURVEY:

n\_ lq 7 g |2
None known “L;<) 244 //’0\ E% [
DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal [ State 0] Gobnvy m oo ;
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: W///(,O T [=
~7 e N z
! \—
. S gy, Y g}
STREET AND NUMBER: } 77 7 9 = f a
2\ R0, B N
0\ SGra g /
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: cox;is/

3lva

ATINO 3SN SdN 04




{Check One)
[ Excellent [0 Good Fair [[J Deteriorated Rui Unex d
CONDITION & [J Ruins L) Unexpose
{(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered [J Unoltered ] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Overton Farm consists of eight acres located in a horseshoe bend of
Bear Creek. Originally, the complex consisted of a main house, and the
following outbuildings: a corn crib, a blacksmith and tool shed, a seed
and feed shed, a horse-and-mule barn, two cattle barns, a fruit-and-
potato house, and a smoke house.

At present the main house and portions of the corn crib, smoke
house, potato house and a three-stall, animal barn are standing. The main
house at one time consisted of five rooms added one after another in
typical pioneer fashion. Today it consists of two rooms connected by.a
breezeway or dog-trot, with faint traces of the other three rooms.

Constructed of logs, the building measures 43' by 17'. The roof is
gabled and at present is covered with metal. Portions of the building
have weather-boarding covering the log walls. The room on the left,
(West side) is thought to be the original one-room cabin, onto which
the rest of the structure was added. It measures 18'3" by 17' and the
logs are secured with a saddle notch. A stone chimney, no longer stand-
ing, was located on the west wall and measured 7'2" across at the base.
Two windows, thought to have been added later, are located on either side
of the chimney. There are two éntrances to this room, one on the front
or south side of the room, and one on the north side.

To the right or east of this room is a similar room connected by a
nine-foot wide breeze way. This room measures 16' by 17' and the logs
are secured with a dove tail notch. It has three windows two on the
east side, and one on the front or south side. There are two doors, a
rear door and a door leading onto the breezeway.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, _

Overton Farm is one of the earliest remaining pioneer evidences in
Northwest Alabama, and one of the few early structures which retains a
significant number of its original outbuildings.

Abner Overton, a native of Raleigh, North Carolina, first visited
Alabama in 1815 peddling a wagon load of tobacco. In 1817, he again
brought a load of tobacco and on this journey he found 160 acres of rich
soil on Bear Creek. Since, at that time, Alabama was still a part of
the Mississippi Territory, he registered the land in Pontitoc, Mississippil
sold his wagon and built a shed.

Shortly after his marriage to Judy May in 1819 he began construction ‘|
of a onerroom log cabin. The core of the extant dwelling was built prior
to 1838 and some sources contend the 1819 structure became the nucleus
of a five-room log home, two rooms of which survive. (Records which
would conclusively substantiate the 1819 date have not survived).

In 1876 Judy Overton died and Abner lived on for only a year. The
house passed to the children and was occupied by members of the Overton
family until 1946.

In 1969 the Tennessee Valley Authority acquired the farm as a part
of the Bear Creek Water Control Project, and for the last several years
it has served as a valuable teaching tool in the field of social studies,
agriculture and ecology for the 13 surrounding school districts.




Family Bible Records, research by Allan M. O0'Neal, Jr.
Bear Creek Watershed Enviromental Education PrOJect
Russellville, Alabama.
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