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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Villa Montezuma defies exact architectural classifica-
tion, combining elements, forms and detall of Moorish or Tur-
kish and Gothic influence in the general Queen Anne style.
Architeets were -Comstock and Trotsche. “"Stained ‘glass by John
Mallon of San Francisco. ‘ '
—*“The exterior exhibits all the original materials covered
by a spray coating, though somewhat weathered with minor decay.
A composltion roof covers the original shingles with ornamental
metalwork on ridges and cast metal gargoyles at gable ends and
atop roof domes.

The interior is remarkably preserved in its approximate
original condition with minor exceptions. Ceilings, wall panel-
ing, trim and doors (mostly polished redwood) with Lincrusta
Walton covering and stained glass windows (both on exterior
windows and over interior doors.) There are fireplaces in each
room with exotic hardwood mantles, mirrors and custom tile
facing and hearth.

The resldence is wood frame, two story with basement.
Basement contains the kitchen and storage rooms. A dumbwalter
(st1ll operable) serves the Dining Room above. The first floor
contains the Entry (from K Street on the north), Reception Room
(Pink Room), the Music Room, the Drawing Room, Jessie Shepards
Bedroom (Red Room), the Library (Gold Room), another Bedroom
occupied by Shepard's Secretary L.W. Tonner (Blue Room) and the
Dining Room.

The Entry contains a beautifully detailed stairway to the
second floor. The second floor contains a large room used by
Shepard as a Study and has an additional stair to the Tower
from which he could observe an unobstructed view of San Diego
and the Bay. The tower is accented by a Saracenic Dome
originally covered with a metal roof (now shingled over).

A detalled description of the interior is contained in
"The Journal of San Diego History" for Summer '70 published by
the San Diego Historical Socilety.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jesse Shepard was born Sept. 18, 1848 in Birkenhead, Eng-
land ,~t5~"Joseph Shepard and Emily Grierson Shepard. The family
migrated soon afterward to the United States, and settled in
Sangamon County, Illinois in 1849. Shepard grew up on the mid-
western prairies.

During the (Civil) war, Shepard served as a page on the
staff of General John C. Fremont; but in 1863 moved to Niagara
Falls, and here Shepard first began to play the piano and to
sing. The following year, the Shepards lived in Chicago where
Jesse studied the piano. Shepard's mother wrote proudly of
his progress to her cousin, Gen. Benjamin Henry Grierson.

By 1869, Shepard, just twenty-one, began the many years of
wandering that characterized the remainder of his life ending
with his death in Los Angeles, 1n 1927. He was tall and thin,
handsome, poetic, and extremely gifted, somehow he found his
way into the salons of Paris, where soon his musical improvi-
sations and his singing of operatic selections (in which his
tremendous vocal range enabled him to sing all parts, from
bass to soprano) charmed his audiences. In 1871, Shepard went
to St. Petersburg, where he played for the Czar. Here he
expanded his already growing interest in Eastern mysticism
and met General Jourafsky, who instructed him in the art of
conducting seances. In 1874, he visited the celebrated medium,
Madame Blavatsky. She was the founder of Theosophy, a mystical
Intultive phllosophy of life that appealed to many artistic and
sensitive people in the late 19th Century.

No one seems to know just exactly why and when Jesse
Shepard came to San Diego. L.W. Tonner, in a biographical
sketch of Shepard published in 1927, said very little about
San Diego and what transpired here, except that "Certain rich
townspeople gave the land and some of the money to build the
Villa; the idea beilng to attract attention to the town."

When the boom died out in San Diego in 1889 we had to
sell for what we could get. We gave half the proceeds to
those who had supplied the money, which they considered quite
generous, for it was not thought necessary to return any; and
the following year we went to Europe.

Jesse Shepard wrote essays in his own name which were
first published in Golden Era, a San Diego publication: "The
Abbe Roux", "Pensees et Essais" (Paris, 1889) (As Francis
Grierson, he was the author of The Valley of Shadows and
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Lincoln, the Practical Mystic.)

torical Society, July, 1970 -

Other references:

"Jesse Shepard", Mrs. Clare Crane, Historical Site Board
Research Committee, San Diego Public Library, June, 1970.

"Illuminations", Mrs. Joan Bigge, Historical Site Board
Research Committee, San Diego Public Library, June, 1970.
(Both articles published in the Journal of the San Diego His-
Copy attached)

Harold P. Simonson, Francis Grierson (N.Y.

1965) The Golden Era (April, 1887)
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