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Sue McBeth's cabin in Kamiah, constructed in 1880, is a simple, 24 x 16 foot one- 
story frame building with a gabled roof. This three room, board and batten structure 
has an exterior chimney on the north side. A framed doorway is right of center. 
Three 6 over 6 framed double-hung sash windows are to the left of the door, and one 
is to the right.

Two windows similar to those on the southern facade are on the east and west 
sides. The only noticeable alteration is in the chimney, which has been replaced 
with concrete blocks. The present owner hopes, to restore the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sue McBeth cabin is a significant reminder of the missionary enterprise 
among the Nez Perce at Kamiah. It and the church are the only structural remnants 
of this period in Kamiah.

Henry Harmon Spalding and his wife were the first missionaries to come to 
Idaho, establishing a mission at Lapwai in 1836. Then in 1838 Asa Bowen Smith 
established a mission at Kamiah. Smith's theories on how to save the Indian's soul 
differed with those of Spalding and led to Smith's departure in 1841. With the 
Whitman massacre in 1847 Spalding also quit Idaho.

However, in 1864 Spalding returned to his mission among the Nez Perce, and 
in 1871 he settled at Kamiah. In this same year, H. T. Cowley took over the recently 
reorganized Kamiah'mission. Due to difficulties with the Indian Agent Meridith, Cowley 
was forced to leave in 1873, and Spalding took over the Kamiah mission. The following 
year Spalding died, and Sue McBeth, who had come to Lapwai in 1873, took over the 
mission and school. She had to leave the area during the Indian troubles of 1877-79, 
but returned in 1879 with her sister Kate. The following year this cabin was erected 
for Sue, and Kate lived in Sue's original schoolhouse. In 1885 the McBeths were 
forced to leave Kamiah because of conflict with the agent, who also was removed. Sue 
went to Mount Idaho and Kate to Lapwai.

From 1880-1885 Sue McBeth used her cabin as a residence and a schoolhouse in 
which she taught Indians to become leaders of their own church. With the departure 
of the McBeth's, her pupils continued to operate the Kamiah Church.
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