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. -,. -•.'"'.-> : \-.;ut::'.^.-t .;!' -;.'- via:; J.-a lul.-i River aiid approxinateOy -i-Jway between 
'.".;•".'---••' •-,-j Lr,i An. flc.:. Ti'.c ^mierrrcur.d hci-i < r.-d L- ; r-Jtr.s of I*alda3&re For>.-ntiere 
Vlc 'r ir*''a'.""i '•;-. -,:;v rc-ir.a'ninj ten acres (less streets and roads) of an ori.~ir.ai seventy 
!5'crr-""':iT~r- rare*!, irfhat re-&'.ns is basically unaltered and exists in Its original 
Terr .=.i.v.-' f~r" '--tericration due to rain, erojien and neglect.

Eava '•r -51" i e, r-vcrapc of forty.*? and -.ulse. ue,.t neglect diminished the scope and 
rire c." •..•-• Fcrcsticre ~ari* i.s over the years. Several bl cks o;' acreage were sold. 
v c'_ :.. •• i'.o 01' u.e.-^r- aijforioi.es, in :ri*c o.' ^uL3e.;ueni. fcncroachr.ents of conr.ercial 
and i:/uurtrial drvolopn-.-rtr, a:;: t,..r pre-nr.ptions of land fcr irri^a'-icn ditches, 
rtri-' *- ' ease:r.e:.t.; ?n- freeway-, ten acres rer.aii:. Thf-.e contain the ^ori:;i.u_al und_er~ 
r.-.un: '.-cr-? ar.^ "ar ̂ ,:.s -)f _ jal ia are Fcr^::tlero, c,:-rt~ of which were loft to^TaTTTnlo 

3r.otc-.-: ani descri_tior.r""of r.£n; af r,heoe nc ;'l s*ei are-s arc

The F,-restiere Unler_-rour.J J-riens is a crc.. l r :: of unuerjrcurid caverns, -;rottos, 
patios, a.'.d rarden courts enclrcli:;^ t:.' u.-ier^rji:nd ho:."' ;<f Dald?.sare Fcrestiere.

lenXr.y auto tu.ur.el (^one 201 • lo.O wr.icii winds i-:. way through the .;ar«d«--rui. Th^se 
arc e'ai-elliih^d .-.-ith p.lr.nters of various shapes and sires, r.ar.y with built- in re c e r 2L-rd 
seats rf har-d/an, nortar a:.u c-:r.c;.t. Tnert, ar j colurr.nc, arc'.'.cs ar.ci dcr.es ofl_har~i.'Xii|^yy
— a native seiizsentary :-.tone t:.at I: pervasive to. the area. So.v.c- ceili:. -;. are~~vi'j"rtetf 
and carvd like inverted tea cup? \::.ier the mi::til of har-daan wit:: a shallcw Jayer of 
thick heavy tcpsoil. Ot'-ers have rr.y lights adorned with re i wood arbcr.3 ?-:nd per.-olas
•fith carca-iir^ graptvir.er. O.-- r : ~> living ^r'-as 3'. ;.lif/ntr, wer*.- r^-de whi^h !:e ccv- 
ere-i ir. the win-er with wir;do«- PC.-.': n^s-ss to kaep out th^ rain, yet al]cw L. natural 
Iif3j -tln^» In tho plariters tr.rou^'-ou'- th>. gardens a wide variety of tr^es were _la;.t'ii -t', 
sori of tit«* rar*?. Many citrjf trees were ^raTt'-d '.-fith a variety of citrus; one tree 

•crc ? different varieti-?^. Sor-e of the r<&re trees af-.t-r almost seventy years

A . f1^1 } flsr' :>cr'' i is - our'- ?r- the -arden ccui-t off the kitchen ar.d bedrocc areas 
wi-.icr. :s crossed^ c;- -. fir.^11 foot bridge. Al-,o located elsewheres in the jcrd-jr.3 is 
'* '"v^r'/." 1 "' I- :- ; -~U: -- - r a^r-iari-jir. He riade a circular jlass bottoc thrcu-h wr.ich 

.'.'~~"' :'\ '' •;^u- i oe ob-erved. Oi, ; -rou:.d level there^was a snail lake of which 
on,;.^a ; ev; .-.:.^j 4 t,^ r-j.Tair*. Vanishing traces can only faintly be detected, which in- 
s.eau :>: L- .— eiJar£ed as contemplated, was filled in b" tcnnants "or the present 
parr:_n... loa.

Tr.^ naer :round home and -arderu were designed and sculpted with hand tools by 
-al.-si.re . orestiere, a Siciliar. Imai^rar'. w^,o in the early part -f ahe century
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T-e ForeJtiere Under-r;-ui." Otrdei^ In Centre! Sa*. J c-^ili: Ya!l»y, In
ly rrcoruiseu fcr i*s criminality ar.d uni^ uer.ess. VIliters'fror.'acre

I do; ---Ify x* UT "?crra-tcc l ':"c". (Scimco Di^r-t - 11/1975). Yet «^t r 
... »>7»-r;*a--v7'-.l•'_••_-_•«» .-j forr. of walk-Ln 2i.d walk—arcUi.I sculpture. 

::._• r" '.res'? two conceptual t'.-.ou'ht proce3?°s for which ii-.-vly coin'i
-uately portrry •'• >-ir si^nificai.ce. The TTi.dergrcur.1 Gardens are r.e-

C 3* t 7 '-i.: -.". *-h^ se;-i-^-'3ert lai.d, baked end scorched by the s-.2rr.er 
7r.-rest5.ere 'n^jar. in the »-rly 1900's to carve and sculp* a thorou^.

taols iiU ::ersi':tir.t c-ffcrt, ho succeeded in creating 5 cocl suyterr
- pi"C-- of the olJ aedlt':rrai-.eaii world fai'r.icned after the "visionr

To avji i r.onctony and a l-arr«n appearance, these sculptia-s and crc 
r.'i.t-d -vi'.h novel la:.-!sc^.pos z^A u:;I 7ae horticultural n:cp*rir.cnts.., 
are arcl.e"; ar.i dsned ceilir^js aiid vindowr >r.lh lovely views a^-.i pi*: 
(I'eri'ajc ?rcn;;o). They reveal explorations with '.he control cf .;rc 
ccn'.rollinj c." rinli£;':.t a..i root rystens. Trees vith a variety of c 
tr-."- at'.est to hi" "^pjcrincj.ts with grafting, budding zuJ propac5tir> 
3o~a tr<*e3 over sixty sonft-od-l years still exist. One tree, soae tw • 
low ^roun-! surface has eljht grafts of citrus, of wiiich sevsn still 
fruit toJsy.

2y coning to aii unirrstanding with his enTironment, he was abit, *o r 
trer.es in temperature (fror the low 20's to 115 plus d^ees) was al 
ar:u?-.orei -c a nelit.erra.iean frost-free clraate could eudure. A s 
cnriroijr.ent was r.oderated a^id made core temperate. By creating var
-•'-c. a.-'-.-ut hi- under5r.-ur.l hc.ne ar.d £3rdens, a dranatic transformat 
n-;,r, *r 4^ han-s alnost twice as lon-3...frost never touches this rt. 
a"-rv'sildoi: cha,—33 over ten d-jreea the yoar round". (The Fresno

i-^r.." -- his O..T. desi^i.er and or..?ineer, 3aldai.are Tcrestiere used ^ 
%viit"% . ; -- t v. a.Taz5fi;- -kill and craTtsaanship. He designed just rlj. 
v-n:; iVion, strenjth and durability. To support the great cass 01
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In his spare time as a vineyard1st and horticulturist found sufficient time to 
devote to such a remarkable and extra-ordinary undertaking.

"Beneath the well cultivated acres of his ranch.. .working alone 
In his spare 11rae.. .Porestlere excavated fifty rooms connected 
with passageways...rooms are skylighted...clusters of big yel- 
Icw lemons and grapefruit and orange blossoms...vines spread 
upward and outward forming a green roof from which clusters of 
grapes hang...A great tunnel has been excavated for automobile 
traffic...a glass bottom fishbowl roon...a small lake is already 
in existence and will be enlarged to cover a great extent of the 
establishment... leading into the center of the lake will be a 
tunnel from the underground workir *s which will allow visitors 
to ascend from the depths and enjoy boating and other aquatic 
sports...near one of the deeper caverns there is a gasoline en­ 
gine that operates the pump...there are ten acres with several 
stories down...A sight worth seeing...it will in years to come be 
one of the shows places of the west..." (Fresno Bee, 1923-24).

Baldasare Forestiere continued with his creations for yet another 23-24 years, 
after the above descriptions were written. He died in 1946 at the age of 67. 
His desire to be laid to rest at the Gardens was never fulfilled. He was 
burled instead at Holy Cross Cemetery, some five miles south of the Gardens.

Mi-
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.
v :c'-;ri.T-rcu;;d he;-: i m: ;;< H'u.s of rald&aare Frresvien? 
.«. acre: (!<•»•} struts and roadr,} of an original severity 
i'-.'a is basics! 17 unaltered and exists in its original 
; to rair*, «roil«."« -nd neglect.

rtip.e :~r.d .uc se, n«*.t neglect disini-r.ed the scope and
>ver'tr.e years, Several bl cks of acreage were sold.
:-5 i;. • ite o" i.uLr.e..ue:.t *:ncro£chr,ents of commercial 
•_..o p:-rl~-.,-.tions cf lai.d for irri~a*-ion ditches, 
te.-. acres re.--i.ij:. Thf-.e contain the oriji:.al ur.der-

. tr-r r cr'v:f!«?re, p~-rt5 of which w«;re l---ft to fall into 
,u description-" of ir.tr.; cf t,hese is. ~\ cteJ are«iS arc

-'ns is a crrr.;!<-;c of underground caverns, grotto-, 
:1I..£ ti.' •-..-ittr^rcu.r.d horr.e of Baldasare Forestiere. 
r.~.err*r-u:,i pissa.-'evays i:;d promenades together with a. 
Lc;.,_) w.-.i ~:\ winds i«~ way thrcu-"h the "arde.^. These 
: v^ri;us shapes- end sires, r.any with built-in r-oersed

Lt '•" .orvasive to the area. Sc.iic ceil':..-:;, are vaulted 
:?• -.:Afr the ir.ii-.tsl cf hard^an «rltri a shallcw layer of 
"*• skylights sJorr.ed with redwood arbors ar.d pergolas

:.:- liv^r-j e.reas 2'--yli£:ht3 wer>? ncdi- which he cov- 
ptr.c c-ass to kaey out th° rain, yet -How L.. r.-tural
-f.;hou_ tae rardens a -<idc variety of tr^es -^ere plai.t'-'ij 
tree? were grc-'trid with a variety of citrus; one tree 

?3. Scse of the rare trees after al2r.ost seventy years 
/erieti*- that he planted are AL-cni, fone^rar.it'j", 
ives, Persin-rons, Avoc^lo, Loquat, Quince, C^rol; (St. 
Dcte), Arbutus 1'nedc (5tr&-vb:rry tree), 31^ck ?!,-, 

i Sour Grange, Japanica Kusquat, Lemons, Date Palm

ne "arden ccurt off the kitchen and bedroom are^s 
t bridge. Alno located elcewh.eres in the ^rd--;.3 is 
^-T.. He ricde a circular ^lass bottoc thi\5u~h which 
. Or. t-roui.d level there was a sncll lake of which
-3.-i.jjg traces can only faintly be detected, -^ich in- 
ei.^ated, was filled in fay tennants for the present

- ^re designed and sculpted with hand tools by 
r- x.-sa^rar who in the early part -f :.he centurj
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r-* -oreL-tierc t'r^er^rcui' Garde..- <:. Central 5^ J c.—ij. Valley, in California is wide­ 
ly -rco :nir.eu fcr i*- cri -i:ia"!ity and -Ji;: uer.es-. Visitors*fron across the country and 
ov-.-n"..j drcla-. t;.f. th»-o iz i.ct'.*..- Tui: . liVo it. Arc' i tacts have -.ttc.— '.ed to 
i->;--Ify i-. -.? "7cr--tcc'-:-cn . CS^i^c*:- Di^-t - 11/1975). Yet artists hv/e doncribed 
' - : ••r'r;".--" :1; ••••>•* ^ :\.r~. -:' wO:-5j. ^.d w^Uc-arcuni rrulpture. There is a blend- 
::.; o" th^ce -«-o e:;."cp-v::~L t'.-.cu "ht procesc^s :"c?r v!:ic! u--*.:ly coined wordr, do not ade- 
-uc'.ely rort-cy »-'-lr s13.-.ific^.-e. The T"nier^rcui.-l Gardens are nerved ir.d blended

?--*.'.".*._; ~« l 'r-^ S'—'-^-^ort lij.i, c^^d end rcorcho.i by the f.urr.fjr sun, Baldrjiare 
7orccticrc L" •a,-. In the «•"•!•• 190"'3 to carve ?r.-.l sculpt a thoroughly urvi^uo under-
,ro u/S r<i*rn -L' t; «• c^.-.- ' v -r •:•.•:•:• -s-;iv? hta*. After ncc.-ly forty years with hind 
'.-ol'.: iit-1 :.c"f ;t^r.* c-i'fcrt, ;:r- succ^oir-i ir. cr-a-tia." s cocl subterranean complex, 
: .-.*':« of '.he ol- r-ilL-ra^eej. v^rld i'ar.hicacd sft^- the "vislonn stored in my 
rini". (?-.-i:.:> 5*;e 5 o/^).

To avoid r.or^'ony iu;-! c. : ^rr'v. a.-;;-oa:-an-?e, then* sculpting and creations are corr.pli- 
r.-u.t'-d ;vi'.h novel la;. J;^ :—.'•: c^.! ':..' uc V.ort: r/JLtural ncp^rir.er.ts..."everywhere there 
£"e arcner, ar.i d^n-3 -' -:cil' 4".,:c ar.c. vii.-io«-; >r'-:. lo'/ely views ar.-i pleasln.^ vi-,ta5w 
(; r eri'ajo ?rc.";.o). They reveal *»-c;lcrc.tioi*s vl'.h Ihe control of .-rcwth through the 
ccntrollii.-j c.f r jill.-;.t i*A root rys'.er..-. "r^es vith a variety of citrus ca a siiigle 
tr>?«-- attest t-: hi? "rtj.'crirw.tj ..iff: grafting, tuJ-llit;; i;.J propac^^i^o techniques. 
Some trees over sixty sory.-cd? yc=.rs still ex.lst. Cne tree, some twenty-two feet be— 
lov ground surface ha_v ••?*.,-]•.*, -rart,- of cltru.;, cf wi»i.ih seven still flourish and boar 
fruit tcday.

2y coning to aj; un-i erst and in^ with hi.- c.r/ircnr..?ut, he war> abit. + o modify it. The ex- 
trerec in ter.perature (fror. the low 20'3 to 115 plus d^.^rees) was alract more than one 
ticu.?tomod tc a mediterranean frost-fre-: cli.T.a,te could ei*dure. A severe and seci-desert 
enriroiiment v^s noierited a»iJ ru^i^ more te^perate. 3y creating var;lng micro-cliaiates 
t:.rcu^::=ut hi- unJe.~5r.u:.i ho.-.e ar.d -Drdons, a dranatic transfonr.ation soon resulted. 
"the fruit han-5 alr^ost twice an Ion.:...frost nev^* touches this region...the tenper- 
aV.irv silcom cha;.j-?3 over ten d^.jree- the y«ar round11 . (The Fresno Bee 3/23/23).

Acting as hie C..T. desi^r.er ar.d ^n-ineer, Balda^are "orestiere used his knowledge and 
ability ./ith «i.~azln;: *-kill ar.d craftsr.aii.::.ip. He designed Just ri^ht for li^ht and 
ventilation, stren^'.h i^*i durability. To support the great nsaas of earth and to

continued
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•? t.-.-v^Jto. ! or-! .---.;- lr.r.itle:.c. i;. ".'.'.• ~r;.-r:'l of sjc.ce ^id forrs, the controlling of 
li'.tt a;. 1, .ir. T^c c^;.' '•si if - :.: ~reit in' "f v;.rJ'-<-* cli-i'es in days before elec- 
trl~-'ty .'md '- ir-~?.;-1" tic:.:n - ;ere nv: il--".'.-. • ; ;.LT. ?v e Cj-lcr.-.r. ".onr in the ha.r::cr.y

•f -~i *•-. *J = : ( * "^^fr-1 !*"•**> **%*~ ^ ' * '** £1 "'tt**" ' "^ ^ -."'-£•' "* *-f^ ^i*""»5~/*'l <^i *. »*TV^^ t r.: ] i * -^<^ "*'/! T*^***'^* *" ^d

originality of d-^i-_;n r-.r-i th" pro ;';r.u.-.t::.j ir.presTio:.:. left i:. '.he r.ind o'" the si^ht- 
se^-r. In no two of '.ht. re-cc^tlcr; r^o-.:: is —. :i r-:- ropea* ^d. In no jrlaco does the

-.f-r -.:'.-.'' vur •'"-.' "-:.-' V '. :* if" ~_'. "on. _"i:. • hi^ c./r. arc!-.it-=ct, h« aid not, r^-rjire a 
L" '. "!;.*. H" ^..r^ ':;•:* ea.l l t fc'l;v hi- •; vr. cr»-itivc instincts a^id aesthetic ia—

id'-i cf '..".-' Lui1"i-';r r^^'~i. " !'.& *^cn'"-*.oj.o'is, A fertile Trinci filled

in-.prir/. of s. totally sine-re :-:.: -n-.r---*.entic-:- life vit:r-i: tinsel an-i artificiality.

In th.' day~ coforo power tr.ol*1. ir.i earth rr.'jv-.n_* r.ichiner;.-, such determination &r.d 
perrorv --.-.-e in a trvru'e * c cj. in-lD-ir.--'.!-? spirit. It is all th" voro anar.inc
*h_t.".:-.'. s-';.::!-! ha:/I • ol a- a r.i.~':, a shovel «n.i a wh- pltar:-ow and an incredible 
s.-i^.^n, o Ht-r^ ''."or;'j j--_ca^i£Te rore/3*_i irc.«.crca* ed a lusfi tried" -^r^aii-^ai* seut»3nr 
ar-^-ir.: v ij hor.e". (Treo-urnc of «c; .rics.}. r'orostiarc's life r^:d work is a nenorial
*- ~'^ '••••-.-- car.* to te;-'.:; v/ith a hostile er.vircnrient and created a life of ccrvpatability

*» «*•*••.>
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