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in his spare time as a vineyardist and horticulturist found sufficient time to
devote to such a remarkatle and extra-ordinary undertak:ing.

"Beneath the well cultivated acres of his ranch...working alone
in his spare time...Forestiere excavated fifty rooms connected
with passageways...rooms are skylighted...clusters of btig yel-
lcw lemons and grapefruit and orang: bloscoms...vines spread
upward and outward forming a green roof from which clusters of
grapes hang...A great tunnel has been excavated fov automobile
traffic...a glass bottom fishbowl room...a small lake is already
in existence and will be enlarged to cover a great extent of the
estabiishment...leading into the center of the lake will be a
tunnel from the underground workir ;s which will allow visitors
“to ascend from the depths and enjoy btoating and other aquatic
sports...near one of the deeper caverns there is a gasoline en-
gine that operates the pump...there are ten acres with several
stories down...A sight worth seeing...it will in years to come be
one of the shows places of the west...” (Fresno Bee, 1923-24).

Baldasare Forestiere continued with his creations for yet another 23-24 years,
after the above descriptions were written., He died in 1946 at the age of 67.
His desire to be laid to rest at the Gardens was never fulfilled. He was
buried instead at Holy Cross Cemetery, some five miles sovth of the Gardens.

PRI AR R

£}

. oAb &

FONIRPR R

PR

Forv % 10300
ifes 10 74:

U

NATIC
| e

CON*

Cranz,



. et L it T i unie - —— : il o i
TP = 1 ;
‘ i
E3 SIGNIFICANCE {
!
. R
CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
o XORGINAL $1TE PERIOD ¢ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
NAL TERE > ‘
o ﬁn:‘:o _WOVED DATE ~PREHISTORIC "—ARCHEQLOGY PREMISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —REUGION 12
. _9400-1499 ~ ARCHEDLOGY HISTCRIC ~CONSERVATION RV ] ,—-SCENCE g
Fare 1 00 2 1500 1595 JATPICULTLRE — ECONOIPCS —uTenatuRE * Tacurrtust £
TAND AeinNAT IF KNOWN) FHESICAL ATPEARANCE 1890182y ZanCHECTURE . EDUCATION —MIITAAY — SOCALMUIMARTA RN
' 1700 treg parY _ENCINFERING L WUEC TESATIA ‘
g ir, the cennrel :mmsq L COMMERE S EXPLORATIONSETTIEMERT  __PariS0PHY L TRANEFIRTATION i
sprroxinetely pidway belwect . AT LN __COMMUI:CATIONS —INDUSTRY _rotm(‘.s-cmvsnnnu‘n“ Xormer (srecien L._im‘a ;
TN SR 1 heme eme g ~iens of E’a‘.ds.sf'c Faresviere | —INVENTION . Conceptual Process i
es, acTes s streets and roads) of an orizinal seventy ) Pure 1 of 2
Lty dg ea are exists ns originel i
stz 45 basfeelly unaltered and ex in SPECIFIC DATES 1, 7_1g,, BUILDER/ARCHITECT o -, -
: to raixn, eroa-o.‘ and reglect, ' T=aTa asare Toresticre

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
ise ya.t neglect diminished the scope and
Im'm"a‘. tl-ciis ol asrezge were sold,
sulse.uent encrozchreuts cf commercial
Lo preeemilions cf ux.'. for irricacion ditches,
f:. ances renain, Theoe contaln the oriiral under-
sresciore, perts of whiech were 1:f% to fall into
o decer! _tions of mzn; of these nc:l cted arces arc

er, 1a C.liforn .ia is wide-

ron acress the country and
ave a*,‘r:;‘ed to

L ertists have desc=ibed

ture, There i5 a Ylend-

cim’l words do not ade-

-
1
o
L
M

3
sed and blended 3
s is 2 lrx of unuergreund caverns, zrottos,
Lo i Zaldesare Forestllere,

rmer sun, 2aldasare
LIerTrhund Lissatewd

5 ind promencies Yorethsr with a

-ewi: o*ﬂu"“ly unitue under-

Lei L. way throuch the cardens. These Ty years with hand

Tovirizis shazec ud sives, many with b '"‘lu-;n racecsed suulerranesn complex,

il L oer lum hariian "visions stored in my

az ¢ siv rea zre vaulted : - 4
as i e mant2l cf hardian it oa s*zallcd layer of

e SK; glorred with relwood aruors and persolas ]

13

«rzas J'}‘li‘z'.‘-a wWere mede which he cove

dtura "’Z)g!'d"\.r. ..."ever;,—.me:'c there
pene o to kzer oul the rain, yet 2llow i, natnral zTe crehes :..l d:.-w" ‘::i Lidne Wl lovelr views and "1-= » vistas®
ighoul wae gardens & vidc variety of trees were flarted, (eri*ase Treruc). The lerutions Witk Lhe zontrol of srew Y tu*o.xr'b Lhe
Lree: were 3rifted with a variety of citrus; one tree ecnlr .en3, Trees with a v.."ia‘y of ciirus ca a single
es. Soxe of the rare trees ifter almost seventy years 5, tvi gratting, tuillng aud propagsting techutques,
Jarietles that he planted zre Al-end, Pomesranc te,

;';:.:'s 21111 exist, Crne tree, some twenty-two feet be-

ives, Persirmons, avecudo, Loquat, QJince, Curol (St, Lotz of 2itmus, of wuish seven still flowrish and beer
Dite), Arvutus Unede (Strowtirry tree), 3lsck iz,

1 Sour Crange, Japanica Kumguet, Lesons, Date Pelm

ry O
i
!
3
2

2

27 nme .x,, he was abic *0 modify it., The ex-
- Lre lus de;rees) was almest more than one
n & I3 urt o
J€ fermen ccurt ol tre kitchern and bedrock aress —=ou g re: clma:a could endure. A severe arnd semi-desert | ‘
L brigde. Rlso located elceuwt, e~e3 i tle cerdens is envi nt ars srpercie., B2y ereating variing micro-climates -
o 24 " 3 cp ~ s . . . p -
.Ox e nd; 2 circuler 153.) bott_:x: throvsh which turcughzut his undersrounl ho 4 ;a:d,..;, a dranetic transformation soon resulted, : ¢
+ Ou ,»: level there was a small lzke of which noho i - o5t o frost neves touches Lhis regioh...the temper—
Lays “reses can only faiml., te detected, wilch ine atare €31 *ra year round”, (The Fresno 3ee 3/23/23).
enzlated, was filled in b tennants for the present

1

acting &s @A entineer, 2alda:are Jovesilere used his knowledze and A8
s ere da icned abilily with w ard craltsmantip. He dasi gred Just right for licht and
s org desicmed and sculpled with hazd tocls by vensilati : durziility, To suiport the gre + zass of earth ard & 1
Loimnizrar who in the EB:‘ly pert .7 ihe ces.tury
. contirued continued




-t s e

i i 0 Y A e A A e e b0

ER

Form o 10-300s
iRev 10 74)

UNITLD STATES DLPAR EMENT OF THE INTERIOR OR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERV'CE .
neceveo SEP 201977

NATIONA® REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM  [oATLeNEne2

4 PAGE 2 of 2

dovela roin ol

LSt g in‘.o sne of the

vagt (e s I

derm, ezes® ( "ELO D““; 333, 43).

viduzlien and the

ans of unicve mental
e ol'

i Cu..’.. 3

nSe.."Variely and
mind of the sichi-
rlzce does the
‘.19 mind £illed

s ecr=gtor, An
cporTetentious and artiliciality.

.l'n mrc ..muring
cow ani an incredible
LLersanidan settin;
o2 work is a memordal

a life of compatability

> T

i
1 3
i

i

o

cox

in
dev.

et
Hi



NLY

» 209N

e D T SR v A T AL s e T T aedir et ST L s Sl et 4 e TAB =
AN BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

W v a e

caze 2

-

O e B AE T oy bt Nl B e T R DI UES L Y A s Rt (B

-
=

Cere {1073W3007 7,
ot Lerpe \c’?
sfu., Science D*"es., ..M‘e"*er 1975.

3.0 3ee, Frecnn, Califorids, March 23, 1923 -

Tty \-“*l PRI Ty T

’,
¥ o L St i

scatinusd

s, avriel 1976.

ley Fleaszarntville,

»

szt 1974,

ze, Yess., 1977,

Scheol of Design,,

stitute of Techrol-

11tecture, College

rsity of Gmdtfarnia,

[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

[- e L
ACREAGE CF NOMINATED PROPERTY e ©57

=

fre

s, Fresno, Celifornie,

UTMREFERENCES
af{l,1} {214,310,0,0} |4,047.711,5,0) sl ) L1, ! T I P
ZOME  EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
ol | LLL_L.L_.LJ | B B P ol , |
VERBA:. BOUNDARY DZSCRIPTION
Togh en nmm Levit 4 e S . ™

~n sy T s g -
Tornellu evaiiie, Cn

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNT ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

coot COUNTY €o0E
plhie = o el copscfi i Trecro Sounty
STATE CoOt COUNTY .DE
NaME TITLE . .
Tor~s*... Foulks forasticoe Varch 28, 1977
ORGANIZATION DATE
£2C ezt dotinersd Lo 139-T34
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
BaTRINa) Celiforiie 937
C1T¢ OR TOWN . STATE

[EISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCT OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS -
NATIONAL _x STATE

LOCAL ____

o g

As the designated State Historc Preservation Officer for *he National Historic Préservataa Act of 1966 (Pubic Law 89-665). |

herecby nominate this property for intiusion n the Nationa! Register and certify thar .; has been evaluated according 10 the
critena and procedures set forth by the Natonal Park Service

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE A_}A} &;—o cﬂ_)\

ik~ D

TILE é‘ ﬁ f - C, DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

VHEREBY C RYIFY THAT THIS PROPFRTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

ﬂ ﬁc/ /,/ ,Unu{é«f . 5/54’ ' DATE /A 2F-M




SECS. 14 & 15, TI3S, RI9E MD B &M l
|

Forestiere ~ 3

Bk. Underground o ,

Cé?"“ =/ ao0
¢ '

R - ! !1 pey |

|

¥ owﬁs‘ TIERE AVE
©
3

™ [ARCUS AVE

7

//
vy
Y7
AN
/
\'& L
I~
1

L I I 2

S
-
8
/

-

T
o
()

I S
x| LT.:
S | =
e %
L §)
| § .
i (. ) -
- B T
E
|
5.4
¢ 3
.

MAP PAGE INDEX I

BOOK 311

Assessor's  Maps
County of Fresno, Calif




