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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Square, two-and-a-half -story brick house with stucco-covered walls,
hipped roof with dormers. Five bays wide, four bays deep. Corners marked
by large quoins; first floor windows have exterior paneled shutters;
second-story shutters are louvered. Large two-story porch added about
1830 along south sidej fanlighted street-entrance door flanked by engaged
half-round Tuscan columns and topped by triangular pediment. Present main
entrance, also dating from about 1830, is in second bay of south side.
Original (1735-40) entrance was in center of five-bay-wide east (street)
facade. In second story above entranceway was second center door and
small iron balcony. In 1828-30 these features were eliminated from
street facade and entrance shifted to south side, opening into recep-
tion hall.

Typical Charleston "double house" plan: in original entrance plan,
center street door opened into reception hall that occupies three bays of
front. To right of former center entrance is smaller front office two
bays wide. In west wall of reception hall, opposite former entrance,
door opens into hall extending through house to rear door. To left of hall
is dining room and to right a small lateral stair hall and room now used as
kitchen. ©First floor plan is repeated on second floor except that large
drawing room occupies entire five-bay width of front. Originally one of
two bedrooms in rear portion, room in northwest corner of house was sub-
divided in 1929 to make extra room. Third floor has three bedrooms and
storage roome.

First floor reception room and dining room, and second floor drawing
room are paneled in cyprus from ceiling to floor. Original mantel in
reception room; arched cupboard to right of fireplace. 18th century
mantels in dining room and second floor southwest bedroom were taken from
old Charleston houses and installed in 1929. Fireplace wall of southwest
bedroom has original paneling. Adam style mantel in second floor draw-
ing room is c, 1800 replacement; fireplace flanked by pair of unsymmetri-
cally-placed arched doors. Stairway, lighted by karge window in north
wall ,yis finished with light panels and molding, carved black walnut balus-
ters and rail.

Historical architect Albert Simons, FATA, restored and modernized the
residence in 1929. Bath and kitchen added, missing mantels replaced,
one bedroom subdivided; original detached kitchen connected to main house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

17¢4pAlthough it has been considerably altered since its erection in 17255~
'ﬁgiéag the Thomas Rose House is one of Charleston's best specimens of
colonial architecture, It is a two-and-a-half-story Georgian brick

townhouse which retains most of its fine origina”early-ceorgian paneling.|

The house was considered as a National Historic Landmark and is in
excellent condition. Used as a residence, it is open to special tours
10-15 days a year.
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