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SI Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

r=Capt. LeFlere's first home em this site, probably built im the early 
XfSTQsi) was a deuble two-story leg house. Sometime later, perhaps around 
1^1880^/the two-story maim (morth-seuth) seotiem ef the presemt olapbearded 
house was built. It is flanked by massive twin chimneys of cut native 
limestone. When built, the house had a double gallery em the east, im the 
gracious Southern style with which the C hoot awe were most familiar* These 
porches have mew disappeared and omly the concrete outlime remains.

From newspaper wall cave ring im erne of the rooms it is surmised that 
the projectimg two-story wimg em the northwest was added about 1884. 
Bvem later additioms imclude a second story: bath, em a prejeetiem over 
the now concreted back perch. Water was provided from a windmill-fed 
tank that towers over the old house at its southwest cormer.

Im recent years the house has been unoccupied and it is deteriorating 
rapidly. It remaims structurally sound, however, and a new roof gives it 
a measure of protection. Despite the obvious neglect, it possesses a 
graciousness of form that even sealing paint amd naked windows cannot 
completely hide. Restoration of the double front gallery amd a generous 
application of white paint would accomplish wonders. Awaiting this 
happy day is a white picket fence protecting the front lawn with its 
sturdy native trees ... all part of the picture of what was for many 
years am excellent example of gracious living by a successful amd re* 
spected Indian family im the Choctaw Natiem.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Charles LeFlere came fr»m a distinguished Choctaw family* His 
father was Ferbis I*Flore, brother ef Basil LeFlere, erne-time governor 
ef the Chectaw Natiem. A well known amd respected citizen im his own 
right, he served creditably as Captaim ef the Cheetaw Light. JJtrsejQeji 
(mounted police). At various times he ran a store im Limestone Gap, 
served as postmaster, operated toll bridges amd a grist mill, managed 
a cattle ranch. He married Angelina Guy* of an equally distinguished 
Chickasaw family* and one of their daughters, Chookie, became the wife 
of Lee Cruce, Oklahoma's second governor.

Charles LsFlore was bcrn near Doaksville (itself near Fort Towsen, 
in present Choctaw County) im 1841, He went to school im Tennessee 
amd Arkansas before finishing his educatiom at Armstrong Academy (the 
noted Choctaw institution for which National Register/is also being 
sought). Married after his Civil War service, he contracted with the 
U. S. government to supply meat to the Cherokees amd ether refugees 
who had sought shelter among the Choctaws during the war*

Im 1866 the Choctaw Nation granted him the privilege of erecting 
a toll bridge on Clear Boggy Creek near the important settlement of 
Boggy Depot. He operated this bridge (said to be the first in what is 
now Atoka County), as well as a nearby grist mill, for several years 
before moving to Limestone Gap. His bridge remained im service until 
1890.

At Limestone Gap he purchased, im 1876, a toll bridge that had 
been erected over Limestone Creek some years before by Greenwood 
Thompson. He also operated a store im the settlement of Limestone 
Gap for a time* Om January 26, 1877 he was appointed postmaster* He 
died in 1920 amd is buried in a am 11, neglected cemete 
of his still impressive two-story frame house*
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