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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

_~7~Capt. LeFlere's first heme em this site, probably built im the early
/18708, was a deuble two=-stery leg heuse. Semetime later, perhaps areoumd
1880,/the twe-stery main (morth-seuth) sectiem of the presemt clapbearded
heuse was built. It is flanked by massive twin chimmeys ef cut native
limestene. When built, the heuse had a double gdllery em the east, im the
gracious Southern style with which the Chectaws were mest familiar. These
perches have mew disappeared and emly the cencrete outlime remaims.

Frem newspaper wall ceverimg in eme of the reoms it is surmised that
the prejectimg twe-stery wimg om the nerthwest was added about 1884.
Even later additiems imclude a secemd steory bath, em & prejectiem ever
the new cemcreted back perch. Water was previded frem a windmill-fed
tenk that tewers ever the eld house at its southwest cermer.

In recent years the heuse has been umeccupied amd it is deterieratimg
rapidly. It remaims structurally sound, hewever, and a new reef gives it
a measure of pretectiem. Despite the ebvieus neglect, it pessesses a
graciousness of form that even scalimg paint amd naked wimdews cannet
completely hide. Resteratiem ef the deuble fremt gallery and a gemerous
applicatien eof white paimt weuld accemplish wemders. Awaiting this
happy day is a white picket fence pretectimg the fremt lawn with its
sturdy native trees « . . all part of the picture ef what was fer many
years an excellemt example eof gracieus livimg by a successful end res
speoted Indien family im the Choctaw Natiem.
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[ Prehistoric [} Engineering 71 Religion/Phi- [} Other (specity)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Charles leFlere came frem a distinguished Chootew family. His
father was Ferbis leFlore, brother ef Basil LeFlere, ene-time geverner
of the Choctaw Natiem. A well kmewn amd respected citizem im his ewn
right, he served creditably as Captaim of the Cheetaw Light Hergemen
(meunted pelice). At varieus times he ran a stere im Limestome Gap,
served as pestmaster, eperated tell bridges amd a grist mill, mamaged
a cattle ranch, He married Amgelima Guy, ef am equally distinguished
Chickasaw family, and eme ef their daughters, Checkie, became the wife
of Lee Cruce, Oklahema's secend gevermer. , .

Charles leFlere was borm near Deaksville (itself near Fert Tewsen,
in preseht Choctaw Ceumty) im 1841, He wemt to scheel in Temnesgsee
and Arkehsas befere finishimg his educatiem at Armstromg Academy (the -
neted Chectaw imstitutiem for whioch Natiemal Register .,is alse beimg
seught ). Married after his Civil War service, he cemtracted with the
U. S. government to supply meat te the Cherekees amd octher refugees
whe had seught shelter amomg the Choctaws during the war.

In 1866 the Choctaw Natior granted him the privilege ef erecting
a toll bridge om Clear Beggy Creek near the impertant settlemeamt of
"‘Bogky Depet. He operated this bridge (said te be the first im what is
new Ateka County), as well as a mearby grist mill, for several years
befere moving te Limestene Gap. His bridge remaimed im service umtil
1890.

At Limestene Gap he purchased, im 1876, a tell bridge that had
been erected eover Limestene Creek seme years befere by Greemweod
Themp@sen. He also eperated a stere im the settlememt eof Limestome
Gap fer a time. Om January 26, 1877 he was appeimted pestmaster. He
died in 1920 amd is buried in a small, neglected domstory;i7~r.-
of his still impressive twe-stery frame house. QL g
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ME AND TITLE:

Kent Ruth, Deputy

ORGANIZATION

Oklahema Histeoriecal Seciety

DATE

Japuary 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:
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STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nommatxon is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiftoric Preservation
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[scALE: 7.5 minute series  1324,000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

Iat.: 34® 36' 17"

2. North arrow. I‘ng.x 968 58' 33"

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




