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church because
in Connecticut
another in the

ouilt by local

The Rrooklyn 'mitarian ileetine Touse is an archritecturaily significant

it is one of the few remaining ovre-Fevolutionary churches
and because it reflects a2 transition from one period to
form of Congrecational churcheé§§ Prr~bably designed and
men, “or there 1s no record of anyone else, the church

retains the side entry with the »ulpit at the opposite wall, but the
hieh bell touer at the east end shows the trend toward the long aisle,
with tre pulpit vltimately placed at the other end. There are few

chirrches of this

s tyne still stending: “ethersfield and Farmineton both

have Coneregcational churches of the same neriod and form, thouch Brooi-

Iyn's has the

*bis exterior
entryways._and
are supmorted

most characteristic exterior.

is of white shingles with s»arse decoration. Jver the
indows are triansular vediments., Those of the entrywnys
bv a frieze of moulding and bv plain pilasters. The

double-leaf doors are naneled. /'t the west end in the attic is a small
round light and hish wo in tre tower are small wWHQOTb. Tisewhere

w'f. ndow sash is

sizxteen over sixteen. The belfry is octagonal, sunnorted

on eisht columns whicl define arched openings with keystones and support

an upner stare
Above this is

with smaller corresnondine onenings closed by louvers.

an eicht-sided tapered spnire terninating in a large nennant,

The exterior renresents tie ariginal color: in 1771 the church was voted

to "be colore

vhite".  The interior is beine restored to its oriecinal

stete, with pulnit, sounding board, and box pews, work being based on

old records.

According to “rederic Palmer, late restoration architect,

this is tle onlvy meetine house in Connecticnt Tor which there is fmll

data available

for a complete restoration. T+ is an important buvilding

“or the btovm and for the area.

Tﬁnthony B,

farvan, p. 1hb.
27,977, Cro™t,

. 035,

33
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Part of the arez now called Brookiyn was originally sranted to Cantain
John lackwell, Jr., in 1637. Mlackwell was a Jormer tressursr in Oliver
Cromwell's army, and named the area ‘ortlake, after Vortlake in “urrey,

gland, a favorite resort of Cromwell's followers. The arez was not
actually sztiled uwntil 1703, “or relicious liberty in Tnsland had been
restored to the issenters and Blackwell returned home. Until 177,
vihen Tlortlalre was annes: to >0LJr@t tovm covernmert and church taxes
were divided between D a Canteroury, to the north and south
raspectively., ilortlake was included in the district nared Srookiyn,
{(Brookk=lins, on the banks of the winebau~ River), in 1752, which then
was riade wn of narts of both Pomfret end Canterbury. Thus, when the
feelasiastical Society was established there in 173" it was called
Tortlzite Society. Prosklyn was not incornorated *”t71 17561 therefore,
when its Tirst meeting house was bui’lt in 173h it was called the Second
Churclh of Pomfret.

The next church was built in 1771. Tts erection was somewhat hindered by
the opposition from Codfrey ‘albone, onc of tie towm's lsargest landholders,
hence taxnavers, and 2 steunch “n~licon, indicoted that he "would be
methire unnleasanted re naid taxos d a Puritan church. wor
op“051t10n was successful—=Trom 1762, when a new church

Lany vears :
was first considered. By 1770 the majority of the tewn voted avorably
s building, and ‘albone and some local [ollowers bnilt thieir own

o
LO D

-

1

il Toisconal Chnreh, (entered on the Tational %erister Tcltober
1Y, 1970%,  One of the leadine /roponents 27 tie new Coneregational meeting

hovse wrs General Tsreal Putnan,.

T4 was decided to build the meetings ouse. Daniel Tyler was the supervising
architect, 7t was to be sixty “set lone, Jorty-six feet wide and tweniy-
six Teet nLFh fron the ton of the sill to the ton of the plate, with the
Tront~foreside Tacins to the south. M “evtember 2, 1771, it was voted
that the exterior should be white and that "an electric rod" mirnt be

aet 1w "nrovided it e done withont cost to the society".” The work of
construction went well into te -—ear 177/, 28 indicated by the June 10
entryv of the Speciety's nroceedines For thot vear, L comilttee was estab-
T1ished n

warl ~F r, Janes (Ceaveland on the steanle nnd norceh

Lo o Crofvt, . 835

2
- . ok - S
2notes from the Restoration Commitiee of the Drooklyn Jeetinshouse.




Crofut, T.5.7., Cuide to the ‘mtor" and the "istorical “ites of Connecticut.
7-le iniversity “ress, Vew Maven, 1937,
farvan, /nthony .°, irchitecture and Town "“lannine in Colonial Connecticut.
Yale University °ress, lew laven, 1951.
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STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
NAME AND TITLE:
Susan Rabbitt, Adnministrative Trainee
ORGANIZATION DATE
Comecticut Yistorical Comission larch 29, 197
STREET AND NUMBER: o
iy 3 '
cly Pratt Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Connecticut

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

O B Local X

,/..

The recommended

National

Title Fricer

State Tiad

sSOon

Date April 3, 1972

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisforic Preservation

Date /l/ﬁ/‘?)/»

ATTEST:
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#8 Significance

The comilbtee reported that "tre Banisters are not thick enourh b one-half
(irch)" and "that two nair of the stairs in the steeple are not well brac'd
or s=fficiently fastened and thet the firet snd third loors in the steeple
are not well laid and that the floor in the porch is not well 1aid.n’ T,
rleaveland had to redo tie work to the satisfaction »f the committee before
the Societr would "accept the same as done according to the bargain made
with hﬂm."h

[

The building was in use, however, from at least as early as January, 1772,
while still only partially complete. “hen finished, the interior of the

neebinglonse had 2 spacious balcony that ran around tlirce gides, box pews,
and 2 high canonied pulpit.

he spirit of independence which brourht 2bout the estsblishment of the
lociety asserted itself again when the junior ninister, the Reverend Luther
“illson was disidissed Tor seeking Unitarisn affiliation. Towever, a strong
party agreed with Tr. WWillscon's views and the church finally divided into
twon senarate orsanizations. The Trinitarians vere the weaker faction, and

the Tnitarians secnred their first mirister, the Reverend Samuel “ay of
Doston, uncle of Louisa ilav Alcott.

™ 18LE the interior was remodeled. The box pews were renlaced and the high
»uinit teken dovn and made more modern. /A floor was built across the open
svace of the anditorium at the balcony level; the uvnner nart was nsed for
religinus services, the lower for socisl functions. The hurricene of 1937
tonpled the steenle and damaged the roof, a1l-wine the elements to do some
interior damace as well. The steenle was rel-ced and the exterior returned
to its early appearance. TnN1960 the restoration »f the interior was berun.
Tn 195l the “estoration Comritiwe was crested. any structural renairs had
already been completed-—detall remained to be done. Charles Strickland of
npston is the architect; the late Frederic Palmer was a consultznt. Seme of
the work planned in Lhe esrly stases included installotion of the nulnit at
the north wall and revlacement of Uwo rows of six square vews each on the
main floor. The balcony frontal has been revlscnd and free standing box vews
and the Deacon's pew were restored during 19458-9, “ork remains to be done, an
Committee is trying to raise the necessary money. The town is exbtremely vproud
of its association with Tsreal Putnam, a native son, and view the church as a
monument to him. Te was one of the moving spirits behind its construction and|
on "ay 9, 1770 he was bv

sried from the church. T
g
3hotes from the Restoration Committee. e

hnotes fron the Restoration Committee. i
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