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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Orna Villa was built as a single story house and altered 
to a two-story plantation plain style house with Greek details 
during"7the first haTr""5f the 19th century. The~aa[dition of 
twg_ one- story, wings, a rear ell and the removal of~~a five-room 
wing have been made .

Orna Villa is presently a two-story, weatherboarded house 
with a two-story portico, two one-story wings on each side and 
a back ell. Three end, limestone stuccoed chimneys rise at eacl: 
gable to a low pitched roof. The two-story, five bay front f ace de 
has nine-over-nine light windows; only the one window above the 
doorway has side lights. This main entrance below is a trabeated 
doorway with framing pilasters and side and transom lights. These 
pilasters and those defining the corners of the front facade are 
identical in style to the four square Doric portico columns. _

On the first floor there are two main rooms, one smaller 
the other with a wide hall, off set to the main entrance. The 
larger room, approximately 20'xl9' has pedimented framing over 
doors and windows. The smaller room, 15'xl4' has a paneled wair 
scot and Adam style mantelpiece. The ell to the rear of the house 
a later addition, houses the kitchen and other minor rooms. The 
second floor contains two main rooms and a large hall to the ell 
The one-story wings were added much later. A 1920 photograph 
shows the right wing as a porch and a five room addition to the
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left rear side of the house that has sijaTSq^H, removed. It is
said that these five rooms had been uj^cfcas a pahtry and student 
dining area.
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Near the old Emory College Campus in Oxford, Georgia, is 
"Orna Villa," a Greek Revival style dwelling built in stages from 
the 1820. Vs to~ the 185Ql;a>- It is well-known in Georgia as the he me 
o f JDr . Al exaiider Means ( b . 1801-1883). The ho us e and its long - 
owner played important parts in the early history of this t©wn c. 
college which were founded by Georgia Methodists.

time 
nd

Emory College dates from 1836 when it was founded as an 
expansion of Georgia Methodists' educational program. Orna Villa 
said to be the oldest house in Oxford, was used as a J^hquse 
dormitory 11 as were other homes in the area. A community developed 
around Emory College, was named Oxford, and was incorporated thre 
years later in 1839. Thus it is understandable that Oxford,
steeped in Methodism with its streets named for venerable Method 
has been declared the 17th National United Methodist Historic 
Shrine. It is in this historic town-district that Orna Villa 
survives today as an integral part.

Orna Villa is an interesting example of a Greek Revival 
structure, built and renovated in several stages. It began as 
one-story plantation residence that had been built before 1820 l
a Virginian, Richard K. Dearing. Dr. Alexander Means who had 
walked to Georgia from North Carolina in 1816, acquired this noise 
about 1821-2. It is known that Dr. Means renovated the one-stoiy 
Dearing house to a two-stpry, Greek Revival style structure some 
time during his ownership, but the actual dates and number of these 
renovations of Orna Villa are uncertain. The design and cornice 
detail suggest that the plantation plain, two-story body of the 
house, without Greek details, probably was the first stage of 
renovation. In the early 20th century when five rooms off the lear 
of the left wing were removed so that the materials could be used 
in repair of the main house damaged by a minor fire, it was fourd 
that this five room wing had been cut with a circular saw, 
as opposed to earlier methods used in other parts of the house.

This use of the circular saw in part of the house and the 
similarity to tfre c. 1850 Emory College buildings, directs 
attention to another major renovation when the Greek portico ane 
details were added. In the 1850 f s several Emory College buildir.gs
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8. Significance (Orna Villa)

were built in similar style and detail to Orna Villa. Few Hall, 
built in 1851, with its Greek portico, has the same door treatmen 
(minus the over and side lights) that Orna Villa has. Also the 
fact that Dr. Means, as founder of Emory gin 1836 and its president 
j_n 1854-5, had such direct association with Emory College adds 
credence t*o the hypothesis that Orna Villa was renovated again at 
this time.

To what extent Dr. Means had to do with the designing of Orna 
Villa or the Emory College buildings is unknown. Means was a 
Methodist minister, physician, professor of natural and physical 
sciences, founder and president of Emory College and demonstrated 
the first (1857) incandescent electric light ever exhibited in 
America. (Means, interested in zoology, named his house Qrna Villa 
because of the variety of birds found there.) The fact that he 
was abreast of the latest developments in so many fields leads one 
to wonder what architectural books he owned, or what involvement 
he might have had in the design of Emory College buildings and Orna 
Villa. Further documented evidence is needed in order to ascertaii 
the specific building dates, for Orna Villa as well as the extent 
of Means' design
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