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The seventeenth century, salt-box style Acadian house is situated 
on the south side of Union Street opposite the junction of Market 
Place and Union. It faces west across a small parking lot toward the 
eighteenth century "Sabbathday" house, and is not aligned with any 
street used today. It is a two and a half story, clapboard house, 
painted dark red. A central, stone chimney testifies to its early 
date as does a wide front doorway surrounded on sides and top by wide 
vertical planks. The windows in the assymetrical three bay facade 
have been enlarged but the sash and frames are of an old style and 
protrude from the siding. Originally, the house was built with a two- 
room interior plan, but, later, a lean-to was added creating the salt- 
box roofline and, as the kitchen was to be in the new addition, another 
chimney was added forming a T-shape. Wood shingles cover the roof and 
a simple box cornice was built at the eaves line. The Acadian house 
is a very plain, almost stark home, very typical in character and 
detail of late seventeenth century homes in the New Haven Colony.
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Built in 1670 by Joseph Clay, who moved to Guilford from Saybrook, 
the Acadian house is a fine example of early New Haven Colony architec 
ture. Its stone chimney is typical of the seventeenth century struc 
tures around Guilford, but its T-shape is an unusual feature. Located 
so near to Guilford f s Green it is important, architecturally, to the 
integrity of the town's historic buildings.

Of great interest, also, is the local legend regarding the house. 
In 1726, the Acadian house passed to Samuel Chittenden, who was a grand 
son of the original owner, Joseph Clay. The Chittenden family, however, 
owned land in East River and after Samuel married in 1726 he moved to 
a more modern house, leaving the Clay homestead vacant. In autumn of 
1755 an Acadian family from Grand Pre was put to shore, and, as legend 
has it, Samuel Chittenden allowed them to live in the old Clay house. 
In 1756 it was reported to the Legislature of Connecticut that the town 
of Guilford was harboring eleven (Acadian) refugees, but there has, 
as yet, been no document found to substantiate the local story. In 
spite of the questionability of the legend, it adds intrigue to the 
Clay homestead and serves as a reminder of New England's role, both 
militant and humanitarian, during the exile of the Acadians from 
Nova Scotia.
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