
BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSION Building Infonnation Form Fom No. Area CBD 
NR lxid.#—~_f^u 

u; . . ADDRESS 244-250 Tremont COR. 

NAME W i l b u r Theatre / Ye W i l b u r Theatre 
present original 

MAP No. 2 4 N / 1 2 E SUB AREA Theatre 
b u i l d i n g p e r m i t 4/26/13 

• - • ' DATE 193 ,1- ;L4 opening 4 / I Q / I Q I Z ^ ' 
. source 

£ • , „ -

(Photo) ' ARCHITECT Clarfinp.P F . an V a i l pe rmi t • 
, source , ' %• 

2 ^ ™ ^ Havnea Conatr-uotinn Ho. 
• sourcq^.E. Medica l C t r . 

OWNER 1 H u r . r p > , a ^ + T . o P o a l + y y 

original i r u s t present 

PHOTOGRAPHS ^ ^ /4 .3 /6 .7Q 
Wand 3, Par.r.pT#5f^Zj.5 UTM^I Q/3?.Qfi^n A ^ O n f ^ n 

TYPE (residential) single double row Z-fam. 3-deck ten apt. 
(non-residential) t h e a t r e 

NO. OF STORIES (1st to comice) 2 ( e q u i v a l e n t i n plus 2. 
. h e igh t t o 3) 

ROOF f l a t cupola - dormers -

MATERIALS (Frame) clapboards shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl 
(Other) f^rlcF) (g^g^marble trigfancrete iron/stesl/alum. 

( E n g l i s h bondT"^— 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION Symmetr ical f r e e - s t a n d i n g 3*t>ay C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l t h e a t r e . 
T r i p l e entrance p o r t a l s marked by f l u t e d Greek I o n i c columns set i n 
a n t i s and suppo r t i ng pedimented e n t a b l a t u r e s . Three arched, e longated 
second f l o o r windows open onto decora t ive i r o n balcony; marble semi­
c i r c u l a r tympajiums carved w i t h t h e a t r e masks. Above, Adamesque panels 
and marble plaque i n s c r i b e d " " W i l b u r Theatre" f o l l o w e d by l e a f y m o d i l l i o n 
EXTERIOR ALTERATION (^Tajazfi moderate drastic c o m i c e and r o o f b a l u s t r a d e . 

CONDITIONrgood"^fair poor LOT AREA 10,400 sq. feet " 

NOTEWORTHI SITE CHARACTERISTICS Small park a t i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Tremont and 

S t u a r t d i r e c t l v t o n o r t h ; Music H a l l ad.iacent t o south and eas t . 

v SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd OQ reverse) Thp Wilhnr-
Theatre i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the best Boston 

.,>•' i ; ; 5 ' . , example o f C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l t h e a t r e des ign , 
. • . ' a s the work o f n a t i o n a l l y prominent t h e a t r e 

V 4 ' . ^ (Map) ^ ; / ..--v - a r c h i t e c t Clarence B l a c k a l l , and as the 
(J"'.^ • '•'....: " scene o f s eve ra l premieres and many n o t a b l e 

• "v'fi • • V. ... " ' v . . • ' performances . 
. , ' ' V :. : - * t . •• The W i l b u r d i f f e r s f r o m © t h e r area 

• t hea t r e s i n i t s f r e e - s t a n d i n g p l a n and t h e 
. V *\ . .; s i m p l i c i t y o f B l a c k a l l ' s e c l e c t i c des ign , 
(NRI) . June, 1979 ^ , ; a combinat ion o f Georgian, Fede ra l and 

Greek R e v i v a l m o t i f s . F ine d e t a i l i n g 

:i<.....a.l980 



Moved; date i f known_ 

Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation ^ - ; 
Agricultural Education Religion ^ • . 

"' . . ; Architectural y Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts x settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Mil i tary humanitarian 
Community/ Pol i t i ca l Transportation 

development 

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
inc ludes the p o r t a l s , copied d i r e c t l y f r o m the I837 Thomas B a i l e y A l d r i c h house 
on Beacon H i l l . ° The w e l l - p r e s e r v e d i n t e r i o r , which seats 1000, was designed 
f o r dramatic p roduc t ions r a t h e r than spectacles aj id was p r a i s e d f o r i t s 
i n t i m a t e atmosphere, more l i k e a conse rva t ive c lub o r d i s t i n g u i s h e d home than a 
t h e a t r e . Decorators were P e n n e l l , Gibbs and Q u i r i n g , whose sen io r p a r t n e r , H .B . 
P e n n e l l , a l so worked on the g o l o n i a l , Shubert and Saxon /Majes t i c . Omamental 
p l a s t e r i n g was by John Bowen. 

Clarence B l a c k a l l (1857-1942), s en io r p a r t n e r i n the Boston f i r m o f B l a c k a l l , 
Clapp and Whi t temore , designed l 4 Boston t hea t r e s and was considered one o f the 
most experienced U.S. t h e a t r e a r c h i t e c t s o f h i s day. His o the r b u i l d i n g s i n the 
t h e a t r e area i nc lude the C o l o n i a l , Music H a l l / v i e t r o p o l i t a n , Modem, P i l g r i m / 
Olympia, L i t t l e and White B u i l d i n g s and H o t e l Avery . 

Premieres a t the W i l b u r i n c l u d e d pre-Broadway runs o f "Our Town" and ' •' 
"Mary, Mary." I n 1947. Marlon Brando became an o v e m i g h t supers ta r f o r h i s 
performance w i t h Jess ica Tandy i n "A S t r e e t c a r Named D e s i r e . " 5 

The W i l b u r was named f o r A r t h u r L . W i l b u r ( d . I 9 1 7 ) , ve te ran Boston t h e a t r e 
manager, o rgan ize r o f the W i l b u r Opera Company and p a r t n e r i n the f i r m o f S t a i r & 
W i l b u r , which formed one o f the l a r g e s t U.S. t h e a t r e cha ins .7 W i l b u r was 
assoc ia ted w i t h t i ie -Shuber ts i n the e r e c t i o n "of the W i l b u r Thea t re , which was 
b u i l t on the s i t e o f the Winthrop School f o r G i r l s . _ . ; • 

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-us~e possibi l i t ies , capacity 
for public use and enjoyment, protection, u t i l i t i e s , context) _ 
P re se rva t i on Recommendations: E l i g i b l e f o r the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ( i n d i v ) 

* Recommended ( w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n ) f o r s tudy as Boston C i t y Landmark 
Curren t S ta tus : The t h e a t r e i s owned by T u f t s New England Medica l Center 
andAeased- to the Jujamcyn Co, which a l so manages the C o l o n i a l . The 
10-year lease began i n 1969, a t which -time the managers r e s t o r e d the 
b u i l d i n g t o i t s 1914 appearance a t a cost o f $250,000. However, a t the 
e x p i r a t i o n o f the lease the Jujamcyn Co. has decided no t t o renew, and 
T u f t s has pu t the b u i l d i n g up f o r sa le . ., „ 

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deed?, assessor's . ^ ; > 
records, early maps, etc.) 
1 . American A r c h i t e c t and B u i l d i n g News, v o l I 0 6 , # 2 0 l 6 , 8 / l 2 / l 9 l 4 

• *~*^(piates and p lans) 
2 . Boston Sunday Globe, 4 / l 9 / l 9 l 4 ( i l l u s . a r t i c l e on t h e a t r e ) , v 
3 ' Boston Globe, 4/20/1914 (opening perfonnance) * "5 
4 . Boston T r a n s c r i p t . 4 / 5 / 1 9 I 3 , 4 / 2 l / l 9 l 4 , 5/2/1914 and 4 / l 5 / 1 9 3 9 
5. E l l i o t N o r t o n , Broadway Down Eas t , p . 64,68-70, IO8 
6. Douglass T u c c i , "The Boston R i a l t o . . . " C i t y Conservat ion League^ 1977 
7. New York Times. March 24, 1917 ( o b i t . A r t h u r W i l b u r ) 
8. Tobie S t e i n , unpubl ished manuscr ipt on W i l b u r Thea t r e ( copy a t Boston 

Landmarks Commission") 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheets. Section 9 UTM NOT eiR'D 
10. Geographical Data AIEAGE MOT VER'nCD 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UMT References 
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see individual and area forms 
Quadrangle scale T'=25.000' 
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I Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a 
oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
treet. From thence i t follows Ĉ iarles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St., 

Lis t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Registrat ion Director  

organization Ma<;<;ar.hijsetts H is to r i ca l Commission 

by Pamela Fox Boston Landmarks Commission 

date 

street & number 294 Washington s t reet telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston,- state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this propertywithin the state is significance of this propertyvyii 

}^r\a\\or\a\ Salfil state J^\oca\ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth/bn the Heritage Coriservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

th/tn the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

title date 

4(eeper of Uie National Register 

Attest: 

^2jpt\\et of 

f HCRS use only 
I hereby certify-ttjat this property is i n c l u ^ X N a t i o n a l Register 

C^lfiLS 
ii ihe National Repster 

Registration ^ 

G P O 9 38 8 35 



Property^^^ yHuMj,/. lL.n^.. d u ^ 

State j/ik/ 
^ TECHNICAL" ^ CONTROL 

Photos • ' - . - -
^ Maps / / ' J ' • 

^Oiuji /Kvu ĉiiî  A£^^UAM ^CA^ 6̂  A/firSJ^Tca^ U -/k 4(^a/lCif ^\tj OAxkdecfwui H I S T O R I A N 
>vxi ̂ 3)'ti2> 4A4Cti^ii?«^ tt^^'f cijLOWfU^^iim^ d iW '\nfvfi^crda^ Mo^fay, AVUAA*^ Un^s^O^Xu^ CULTpJ'^ 

Al^'Lijju^^/^^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN , 
i^iSVM^/eA ^^^(JSH^^^^c^ihcdOlA -^/wi ^-wdc^^ *r> /§*sfo/^ MO yA-oa fJLyU&A. Ohio a a ^c»A •rr<AAjJJ7ij4s 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

v. • 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered OEC 9 
Federal Register Entry ^ J.. Re-submit 

United States Depaiftment of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 


