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RA.SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CONE-IISSION 
294 Washington St ree t , Boston, MA 02108 " ^ 

Area Form no. 

C H5 

Reading 

81 P r o s p e c t S t t e e t r 

Or ig ina l D x v e l l i n g 

Present D w e l l i n g 

ship:[3 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Orig ina l owner M a j o r Asa .11, Cook 

RIPTION: . • 

.-.te 1872 

Genea log ica l H i s t o r y 

Second Empire 

."^chitect UH^fOtCWi^ 

- ' ter ior wa l l f a b r i c C l a p b o a r d s , s l a t e 
r o o f 

tbui Idings Garage nov7 i s r e s i d e n c e . 

or a l t e ra t ions Cwith dates) 

,ldition of screened porch on west. 

Date 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

• ̂  ' npprox. acreage 20, 426 sq . f t . 

Set t ing h i l l , shaded by l a r g e 

P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s . , ^ 
Organization Read ing H i s t o r i c a l copper beech t r e e . 

Commission  
Date N o v f i g y | g g [ ) l 9 8 0 

Dafe (^/<f^ 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



i 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This i s a l a r g e and imposing, 2-1/2 s to ry , French 2nd Empire house, 
w i t h a wea l th o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l , i n c l u d i n g rope-edged 
corner boards, p a i r e d bossed b racke t s , ' pedimented windows, an 
E a s t l a k e - s t y l e veranda ornament, and a s c a l l o p - p a t t e r n e d s l a t e 
r o o f over pa i r ed bay windows. The door r e f l e c t s e a r l i e r des ign , . 
ideas, having bo th long s i d e l i g h t s and a transom. Dormers i n 
the mansard have c u t - o u t designs i n t h e i r pediments. Whi le 
Reading had a f a i r niamber o f French 2nd Empire b u i l d i n g s , 
t h i s i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s h i g h a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE C&xplain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the commimity) ' . 

Major A . M. Cook—Commander o f Cook's B a t t e r y , B o s t o n — 
f o u g h t i n the c i v i l War. He had made money i n the t r u c k i n g 
business i n Bos ton . Appointed super in tendent o f warehouses 
o f the Boston Custom House i n 1861,^he b u i l t t h i s house a " 
year a f t e r h i s move t o Reading. He^commuted t o h i s j ob i n 
Boston v i a the t r a i n — p r o b a b l y us ing the nearby Highland D e p o t , b u i l t i n 
1873. 

By 1910, the house and land was ovmed by Edv/ard H. Palmer and 
occupied by h i s son, Haro ld , f o r many years . Edward had purchased 
nearby 118 Prospect S t ree t from Oscar Foote by 1889, and developed 
the no r th end o f Prospect St ree t tha t was known as Palmer H i l l . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1875 map A. M. Cook (Asa) 
1889 map A. I I . Cook 

Eaton, Memorial Volume, p . 270 photo 
Eaton, Genealogical H i s t o r y , p . 556 

20M-2/80 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC^MISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

Reading 

Form No: 

G-145 

Property Name: ,TI Pros-e c t St . 

Indicate each item an. inventory foim vihich is being continued below. 

E VALUATION 

This property i s s i r n i f i c a n t ( l ) f o r i t s ro l e as the hone o f r a i l ­
road conmuters and real estate developers; (2) f o r i t s connection v/ith 
•'•ojor Asa. Cook, C i v i l ".'ar veteran and Superintendent of V'arehouses 
f o r CustoT: "ouse i n '^oston; and (.?) as an i n t a c t exar.ple of hi,--rh-
s t v i e Second '^noire a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Reading. I t re t a i n s i n t e r r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , desirn, 
"'ational Register. 

snd meets C r i t e r i a A, a n c i of 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10-900'a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page '^-T-/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Beard, Benjamin, House Entered In 
National Register 

22. Boston and Maine Railroad Depot 

Sii+f.-red i n tEa 
Hatlonal Register 

23. Bowser Gazebo 

24. Brackett House 

25. Brande House 

Encufod in the 
National Eeg-ister, 

Katlonal Eegieter 

26. Brooks, Francis, House Entered in the 
fistlozuLl fieglster 

27. Carroll-Hartshorn House 

28. Carter Mansion 

29. Coggin, Gilman, House 

ikitorod In Gh<̂  
National Begleter 

Entered I n the 
National Register 

Entered I n the 
National Reglpt^r 

30. Cook, AsaM., House ^^.^,r-y^i^^^ 

' ' -A -. AA Regleter 

jTTeeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

/XIAL-'^'.^,..7S.^C^ ~^//^/f^ 

Attest 

tf^eper X^'-^-^'^'^'-'-'-^'^y^^ A tiff 

Attest 

/ d e e p e r r O ( ^ ^ ^ U o > ^ ; ^ K x ^ / / ^ ^ / ^ f 

Attest 

eeper 7/^9Atf 

Attest 

Afeeper X ^ - ^ - ' - ' ^ Y ^ ^AfA^v 

Attest 

/iteeper 0^^-t.^....^^^yt^<.^ yA(y/fv 

Attest 

deeper ^ ^ A A ^ . ^ ^ -^^^fAr. 

Attest 

f ^ e e p e v X ^ ^ ^ A ^ . ^ / ^ ^ — . 7 / / » / f ^ 

Attest 

/iCeeper 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Cook, Asa M., House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
im owner objection 
• appeal 

Eatered i n the 
Katlonal fieglster 

Working No. i 
Fed. Reg. Date: ^ ^ . 
Date Due: l - ' ^ ' ^ ' A ^ 
Action: _!!rrACCEPT 

RETURN. 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CZl sample • request • appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CH no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

Q fair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity - — 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance \ 
CH justification of exception 

CH other ^ *" 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Ckjadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


