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The Marne Heuse was designed by architect William Lang and con-

structed in 1889-1890 by William E. Buret. The fellewing is a descriptien

ef the heuse frem the January 1, 1890 Denver Republican newspaper:

“W. S. Raymend eccupies 4 lets en the cerner ef 16th and Race Streets.
His heuse is built with pink lava stone with white lava stene trim. It
has stene perches and gables, plate glass and hardweed finish threugheut
The building has all the medern imprevements. The parler is finished i
mahegany, the hall in eak, library in cherry and the remainder ef the
heuse in black ash."

The lava stene, three story heuse and carriage heuse reflect the
Queen Anne and shingle style. The stene is natural texture laid in
stretcher bend ceurses interspersed with string ceurses. The reef is
weod shingle and basically cress gable in shape. The twe chimneys are
en the eutside left reef line, the main chimney being 9 jeined stacks.
The eaves are either simple stene er shingle everhang. The windows en
all fleers are basically square with simple meulding er semi-~circular
arch with radiating veusseirs. The nerthern facade is deminated by a
4 feet circular beveled stained glass window en the stairway landing
secend fleer which resembles in design a peaceck spreading its feathers)
The nerth facade is alse distinguished by the semi-circular arch deerwa}
and windew connected by radiating veusseirs tepped by additienal carved
stone. There is stained glass detail ever the main fleer window te the
right ef the front perch. The twe sectiens ef glass ever the windew ar
separated by a small stene celumn with carved capital. The third fleer
windews are Victerian reund. The main deor, lecated left ef center en
the west facade, is carved eak with ernamental beveled panels and a gla
windew. The frent perth is surrounded by an epen stone perch supperted
by three elaberately carved stone celumns and tepped by a parapet with
‘'balustrade, Anether parapet with balustrade teps the three sided tewer
en the west facade, seuthwest cerner. The tewer is continueus frem reef
‘'te basement, and the three secend stery windews are semi-circular arch
with cennecting veusseirs tepped by carved stene. The twe windews en
the third fleer directly abeve the front perch are trimmed and separated
by reunded stone celumns with carved capitals. <The frent gable peak is
trimmed with a carved stone filial with a decerative panel ef carved
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stene and a grid pattern panel directly belew the eaves. The ether gables

are tepped by peinted metal filials.

The 31 reems ef the heuse have been cenverted inte 7 apartment unit
with anether unit ever the carriage heuse. The eak paneled hallway,
stairway, and carved fireplace in the feyer remain in the eriginal cen-
ditien. A wing ef brick, stone, and stucce was added en the seuth side
in 1920. The wooden balcenies en the third fleer are net eriginal.

The heuse eccupies lets 38 te 40 inclusive and nerth 1/2 ef let 37
ef bleck 24 Wyman's additien with 87 1/2 ft. frentage and 125 ft. depth

The greunds are surreunded by the eriginal 2 feet wreught iren fence L
I8

meunted en a stene base and supperted at intervals by 2 feot steone pill
The grounds are well kept and the buildings in very geed conditien.

The heuse was purchased en July 29, 1974 fer $110,000. The new
ewners plan te restere the heuse. The heuse will be designated a

Denver landmark.




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Colorado
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |COUNTY
Denver
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTR&S;M;E; 1974 oATE

(Number all entries) 7. Description

The addition done in 1920 consists of an area of one room
added to the south side of the first and second floors off the
center of the south facade. The first floor is of stone which
matches the original. This floor is finished in a stone
balaustrade. Inside this balaustrade sits the stucco room of
the second floor addition.

The yard is surrounded by a low wrought-iron fence, pre-
sumably original, and the walks are red flagstone.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Marne heuse fully pertrays an era ef Denver histery characteri
by the variety and beauty eof architectural styles, in this case, the
cemplex eclectic style of William Lang. “The fact that men are able te
build and maintain such hemes and the further fact that they pessess
the taste fer these elegant demestic surreundings, prove te the werld
that Denver has reached the secial age in which refinement, culture and
leve_eof the beautiful stamp the character ef the peeple" - Denver
Republican, January 1, 1890.

Wilbur S. Raymend, an investment banker, built the heuse in 1889-
1890 during a building boom in Denver. The heuse cest appreximately

difficulties resulted in the sale of the heuse less than twe years afte
its completien at a price ef $40,000. Jehn Masen beught it in 1895
after two additienal intervening ewners.

Mr. Masen and his wife, Frances, emigrants frem Texas, had accumu-
lated a fertune. Mr. Masen was reperted te be very celerful and flam-

ing frequently. Masen's prefessienal life is ebscure or nen-existent

after ceming te Denver preferring te study nature, hunt and fish. He

massed a large cellection ef butterflies exhibited en the third fleer
of the heuse. This cellectien is new in the Celerade Natural Histery

seum.

After urs. Masen died Mr. Masen married Dera Perter, daughter ef

the secially preminent Henry M. Perters whe were respensible fer the
lestablishment ef Perter Sanitarium in Engleweed.
In 1918 Adele Van Cise, widew eof Edwin Van Cise, beught the heuse
from Dera Masen. Philip Van Cise, her son, named the heuse "The Marne"
Steries indicating members of the family were invelved in the Battle ef
the Marne during Werld War I are incerrect.

The Van Cise family has centributed heavily te the Denver legal
cemmunity. BEdwin Van Cise headed the Philesephical Seciety of Denver,
the Public Utilities Cemmissien for the city, and fer years was a lec-
turer in the law fer the University ef Celerade. He died in 1914. His

en, Philip, was an atterney fer the Recky Meuntain News during the
onfils scandal, a Denver District Atterney, and auther. His grandsen,

eourt ef Appeals. :

Nrs. Van Cise cenverted the heuse inte apartments which were rent
he added a new wing in 1920, Mrs. Van Cise lived in the heuse until
er death in 1938. 1In 19sgtnr. Lyle A. Helland beught the hggsclgfgn

9 ’

dwin a successful irial lawyer, is presently a justice en the CeleradoL
ed.

zed

$30,000 te build en land purchase fer $15,000. Raymend's later financilal

beyant but alse sincere. Mrs. Masen was a quiet persen altheugh ontertrin-

s. Van Cise's daughter hel, and seld the heuse en July
e a partnership which plans te restere the heuse, ,
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While the contributions of the residents of the Marne to
the growth and development of Denver is considerable, the build-
ing's greater significance lies in its status as perhaps the
finest example, and one of the very few remaining examples, of
the work of an architect whose buildings reflected the spirit
of the city in its most exciting period of growth and develop-
ment. - The following analysis of Lang and his work is taken from
Higtoric Demver 1858-1833%, by Richard R. Brettell.

"William Lang was undoubtedly the most popular and prolific
designer of domestic arhitecture in nineteenth century Denver.
His houses ranged from cottages to mansions and were constructed
in every part of Denver and in most of the city's nineteenth
century suburbs. In 1890, the Westerm Architect and Building
News listed 43 houses designed by william lLang and his partner,
Marshall Pugh, as well as several terraces, a store, a town
hall, and an apartment hotel. One of Lang's larger stone houses
the Raymond house on the corner of 16th and Race Streets (the
Marne), was prominently featured in that periodical, and frequen
mention of Lang indicates his popularity withia Denver's bur-
geoning and self-conscious architectural profession. His name
appears as one of the charter members of the Colorado Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects, established imn 1892.

"Lang was, undoubtedly, the most self-consciously eclectic
architect in the city of Denver. He never built a building in
a clear, nameable style and was an architect who conceived of a
building as a combination of architectural elements derived
from a great many other buildings....In short, his architecture

was absolutely unique and absolutely evasive. It was so eclectil

in its combinative powers that the modern viewer is generally
left with what must be an object with so many borrowings from
so many different types of sources--of so many different kinds
that the sources can never be fully ackmowledged. William

Lang was probably a master eclectic. He was certainly the
finest and most complex ecledtic architect who worked in Denver
and, though his work is not at all well-known, he may have

been onﬁ of the best late eclectic architects in the United
States.
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