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1. Name 
historic Plymouth Post O f f i c e Bui ld ing 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number ^ M a i n S t r e e t 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received SEP 2 5 1986 

date entered OCT 2 3 i985 

N/A not for publication 

city, town Plymouth ^ / A . vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le 

^ yes: restricted 
entertainment religious 

object in process 
Access ib le 

^ yes: restricted government scientific 
N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial . transportation 

no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Leyden & Main Realty Trust, c/o The Grossman Canpa.nies, Tnc. 

street & number p.p. Box 110 / 1266 Furnace Brook Parkway 

city, town Quincy U/A vicinity of state Mass. 02269-1001 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 0 - Box 3535 

city, town Plymouth state Mass. 02361 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

'""^of the Conmonwoalth (#21) 
has this property been determined eligible? . yes X . no 

date 1 9 6 7 . federal x **ate county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, I Boston » Massachusetts 
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Plymouth Post Office Building, 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page 

The south elevation is a mirror image of the north elevation in massing, but 
contains a partially exposed basement with four evenly spaced windows, and 
four windows each at the f i r s t and second stories. At the elevation's east 
end is a brick smoke-and-ventilation shaft that rises above the parapet to the 
height of the roof's ridge. The east elevation of the mailroom contains two 
oversized windows. 

The east (rear) elevation is more uti l i tarian in its finishes and design than 
the other three sides of the building. The f i r s t story consists of six 
oversized windows and a brick loading platform symmetrically arranged. The 
second story contains a central group of three steel casement windows flanked 
by four smaller double-hung windows, a l l separated from each other by brick 
pilasters. 

Enclosing the central block of the building is a pitched roof consisting of 
steel trusses supporting a reinforced concrete deck; the deck is covered on 
the exterior by slates. At the facade, the roof has three pedimented 
dormers. Rising from the center of the roof is a steel-frame cupola with wood 
facings that form pilasters, arched vents, and a domed roof. The roofs of the 
building's one-story sections are nearly f l a t and are covered with tar and 
gravel. 

Alterations to the former Plynouth Post Office building have been very minor. 
The main facade (west) and side (north) entries were altered in the 1950s or 
1960s by the replacement of doors with aluminum and glass; in 1984 these were 
replaced by the new doors mentioned above, which were based on original 
construction drawings. 

Archaeology 

Although the building occupies most of the lot upon which i t sits, its 
location is one of profound historic importance. Leyden and Main Streets were 
the original public ways laid out within the Plimoth Plantation settlement of 
1620. The Post Office's location at the southeast corner of that intersection 
places i t squarely within the original settlement. Two factors suggest that 
archaeological deposit relating to 17th century Plymouth may survive. 
Although the building has a f u l l basement, the slope of the h i l l minimized 
the need for excavation on the east end of the building and may have caused 
l i t t l e subsurface damage. The area behind the building is currently paved and 
used for parking and a loading dock. A retaining wall at the rear of the 
property suggests that this area has been f i l l e d in order to level i t o f f . As 
the original ground surface in this area appears to have dropped off sharply 
toward town Brook, f i l l i n g is likely to have protected any 17th century, or 
even prehistoric, potential that survived the 19th century. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
CZI nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request • 

SEP 251986 
Working No. _ 

Fed. Reg. Date 

Date Due: / r i 

Action: CEPT 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if icnown) physical appearance 

CU sumnfiary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
CU dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragrapti 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 

• 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographicai References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CU Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet 










