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1. Name of Property 
historic name Francis B. Austin House 
other names/site number same 

2. Locat ion 
street & number 58 Hiqh Street not for publication 
city, town Charlestown (Boston) vicinity 
state Massachusetts code 025 county .S i i f fn l i f code n?^ zip code 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
m private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
f x l bullding(s) 
I I district 
• site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 
Name of related multiple propi^r^ listing: Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In rpy opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

•tifumn r\H\r.iat ^ tAlB ' f Signature of certifying official 
'Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. State H i s t o r i c PrP^P-rv^tir^n n f f iVa r 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 
I I entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 
I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. HZI See continuation sheet. 
I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
• other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use F r a n c i s 3 . A u s t i n Hnu-;p, r .har l P<;tnwn ( R n c t n n ) 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)  

Domestic - single family 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic - mul t ip le family 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late Victorian ~ Second Empire 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

Stone - granite 
wood - weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

slate 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

NOTE: The Francis B. A i s t i n House was converted into f i v e res iden t ia l imi t s 
i n 1985. The r d t i a b i l i t a t i o n was undertaken in accordance w i t h the Secretary 
of the I n t e r i o r ' s Standards for Rehabi l i t a t ion . 

The Francis B. Aust in House stands at the southwest comer of High and Wood 
Streets i n Charlestown, where i t occupies approximately one-fourth of i t s 
southward-sloping l o t . The f ron t yard i s enclosed by a low wal l of dressed 
granite and is landscaped w i t h ornamental shn±)s and three walkways of b r i c k 
pavers. A single parking space exis ts i n the northwest corner of the l o t . 
The rear yard (south) i s enclosed by neighboring bui ldings to the south and 
west. A one-car, wood-frame garage (ca. 1905) exis ts i n the southeast corner 
of the l o t . Ihe remainder of the rear yard contains a paved parking area 
bordered by shrx±bery and ornamental plantings. 

The wood frame house rests on a foundation of rock-faced grani te , above which 
the main block (rectangular in plan) r ises tvro f u l l s tor ies to a t h i r d s tory 
contained beneath a mansard roof , whi le the side e l l (west) r ises two f u l l 
s to r ies to a gabled s late roof . A boxed comice w i t h m o d i l l i o n brackets 
supports the lower slope of the mansard, which is sheathed in hexagonal slate 
shingles, while the upper slope i s covered w i t h asphalt S i n g l e s . 

As part of the recent r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , wood shingles—which had been applied to 
the bu i ld ing i n 1931—were removed, o r ig ina l clapboards repaired and 
comerboards r e in s t a l l ed . A l l sash is wood-frame 2/2, except at the sides of 
the rear o r i e l where sash is 1/1. 

1 , 

The facade (north elevation) of the main block is f i v e bays wride and is ^ 
symnetrical ly composed, focusing on the cen t ra l ly located main o i t r y . The 
main entry consists of glazed, panelled double doors sheltered by a porch that 
is supported by chamfered piers set cn panelled bases. Windows at the f i r s t 
s tory are set i n molded cases and surmounted by molded caps set on brackets; 
second-story windows are ornamented w i t h label mouldings. The mansard 
possesses three segnentally-arched dormers w i t h molded heads. 

p n See continuation sheet 
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The rear (south) elevat ion of the main block is f i v e bays wide and r ises from 
a pressed br ick basement. A cen t r a l l y located o r i e l dominates the f i r s t s tory 
and r ises to a molded comice. F i r s t - and second-story windows are set i n 
unornamented, molded surrounds. A l l other de ta i l s match those of the facade. 

The east e levat ion of the main block r ises from a hamnered granite basement 
and contains an entry wi th a fovir-panel door (south) and a window wi th a wrire 
g r i l l e (nor th) . The east elevat ion is two bays wide and, above the basement, 
de t a i l s match those of the facade. 

The west elevat ion of the main block consists of two ba}^, f l ank ing the e l l . 
Windows exis t at the nor th end of the elevation on the basement, f i r s t , and 
second s to r i e s . 

The north elevation of the e l l is three bays wide, consist ing of the main 
entry on the f i r s t s tory i n the easterixnost bay, and windows i n the two 
westerimost bays at the f i r s t and second s to r i e s . Windows are set i n molded 
cases. 

The west elevat ion of the e l l r ises f r o n a hamnered granite foundation, which 
contains the only two windows on th is elevation. Above the basement is a 

1 blank wal l of b r i ck l a i d i n comnon bond. ^ 

The rear (south) elevation of the e l l possesses a three-sided bay window 
siirmounted by a wooden roof deck. A wooden staircase projects from the 
easternnost bay of the e l l and r ises three levels . 

The bu i ld ing ' s i n t e r i o r has been altered several times since i t s o r i g ina l 
constmct ion. I n the early part of the twentieth century i t was converted to 
a lodging house, while i n 1947 foin" one-bedroom apartments were created (seven 
lodging rooms re ta ined) . Most recently, the i n t e r i o r was rehab i l i t a ted to 
accommodate f i v e apartment u n i t s . Many o r i g i n a l d e t a i l s , including ornamental 
plaster , wood balustrade of main staircase, marble mantelpieces, wainscoting, 
and molded window, door cases, and baseboards, survive throughout the 
bui Id ing. 



8. Statement of Significance Francis 3. Austin House. Char1e<;t.nwn (Rnctnn^ 
• Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide fXl locally ' '-

Applicable National Register Criteria H^A 1 ~ \ B I X I C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ H A Q C • £ Q F ^ 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

A'-chitecture _ ca. m ? - 190,̂  ca ca. 1865 
Community Planning and Development 

Cultural Affiliation 

m 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

1̂1̂  unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Francis B. A i s t i n House possesses i n t e g r i t y of design, s e t t i ng , and 
materials as we l l as h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h tvro generations of a 
Charlestown family praninent i n local p o l i t i c s , law, l i teratvure, and 
comnerce. I t thus f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the Pfetional Register of 
I f i s t o r i c Places on the local l e v e l . 

Charlestown was se t t led i n 1629 as the f i r s t settlanent of the Rfessaehusetts 
Company; at that time Charlestown was joined to the mainland by one narrow 
s t r i p of l3uid at i t s northwest t i p . l i r e , access was provided to the 
Middlesex Canal, the mi l lpond, wharves, and a bridge to Maiden, making i t a 
key locat ion of i ndus t r i a l developnent. O r i g i n a l l y conprising 424 acres of 
land, Charlestown was dominated by two major dnomlins, Bunker and Breeds 
H i l l s . By the middle of the seventeenth centiury, the h i l l s were dotted w i t h 
farms and the beginnings of a t h r i v i n g seaport had been established. The 
town's h i s t o r i c market (today's C i t y Square) was the focus of colonia l l i f e , 
w i t h commercial and res iden t i a l development beginning there and gradually 
rad ia t ing northward. the Hevolution, the town had grown from Ci ty Square 
out to the Phipps Street Bur i a l Ground and northward to what is today Winthrop 
Square. In 1775 most of Charlestown was burned to the ground by the E t i t i s h . 
The late e i ^ t e e n t h century was a time o f rebui ld ing fo r residents; by 1784 
f i v e hundred houses l ined a new street plan l a i d out by John Leach. The 
nineteenth century b r o u ^ t great prosperi ty to Charlestown. I n 1800 the Naval 
Shipyard at Qiarlestown was founded on 43 acres at Moulton's Point , a prime 
locat ion where the Charles and Mystic Rivers made a natviral deep-water por t . 
Curing the mid-nineteenth century, increasing proximity to Boston and 
expansion by bridge and public t r ans i t resulted i n a s h i f t i n the scale of 
r es iden t i a l bu i ld ing to br ick urban rcw*iouses on Town H i l l and around Moniment 
Square. Residential development of the remaining land on Bunker and Breeds 
I f i l l s continued through the la te nineteenth century, p r i m a r i l y w i th wooden 
tenement rows of modest design and, la te r , b r i ck rowhouses. Qiarlestown's 
port and r a i l f a c i l i t i e s increased during the nineteenth cenhiry, enough so 
that 400 acres of f i l l e d land were added to the town by 1910. 

• m See continuation sheet 
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The A i s t i n House is a substantial example of the Second Bnpire s ty l e , standing 
in a densely b u i l t res ident ia l area containing tvro- and three-story rowhouses 
o f the la te nineteenth century. The A i s t i n House, as i t presently ex i s t s , wras 
b u i l t ca. 1885 by Francis Boylston Austin (1827-1877) as an enlargement and 
a l t e r a t ion of the house of his fa ther , Wi l l i am A i s t i n . The ear l ie r bu i ld ing 
was a wood frame, two-family house, occupied j o i n t l y by a Captain Boyd and by 
Wil l iam A i s t i n f ron ca. 1832 u n t i l A i s t i n ' s death i n 1841. Framing i n the 
a t t i c appears to date from the late e i ^ t e e n t h century, suggesting that an 
o r i g i n a l hipped roof was raised a s tory and incorporated as the upper port ion * 
of the ex i s t ing mansard v^en the house was enlarged ca. 1865. The land across 
High Street (north) was the A i s t i n pasture, while the land to the rear of the 
house (south) was occupied by an orchard establ idied i n the 1830s by Wi l l i am f 
Austin. The building preserves the majority of its Second Bnpire features, "'t 
including i t s hexagonal slate mansard roof , boxed comice w i t h mod i l l i on ^ 
brackets, segnentally-arched dormers, and molded window cases, as we l l as A 
i n t e r i o r trinmings, including marble mantlepieces, plaster comice, and - I 
c e i l i n g medallions. | 

The A i s t i n feimily had large landholdings i n Charlestown througout the 
seventeenth and e i ^ t e e n t h centuries, including houses i n Charlestown Square, 
two wharfs, and nuch of the Bunker H i l l Mjnunent grounds. Wi l l i am A i s t i n ^ 
(1778-1841) graduated from Harvard College i n 1798, a f t e r which he spent I 
several years as a schoolmaster and chaplain i n the rfevy, serving on the 
U.S.S. Const i tu t ion. I n 1818, he and h i s brother Pfethaniel purchased land i n 
Charlestown on which they erected the A i s t i n Block, where Wi l l i am A i s t i n had a ,# 
law o f f i c e . I n add i t ion to h i s legal pract ice, Wil l iam Austin was active 
p o l i t i c a l l y i n Charlestown, serving as a State Representative (1811, 1814, 
1816, 1827, 1834) and as a State Senator (1821-1823). He gained renown as the ^ 
resu l t of an 1805 duel and for his authorship of Peter Rigg, a short s tory 
w r i t t e n by Austin under the name Johnathan Dunwell. The piece wras published 
as a series i n the New Bigland Galaxy in the 1820s and received great 
acclaim. 

Francis Boylston A i s t i n , the 11th of Wi l l i am A i s t i n ' s 13 chi ldren and the only 
one to remain i n Charlestown, was a merchant w i t h an o f f i c e at 94 North Street > 
in Boston, f i r s t i n wholesale dry goods, and la te r in i ron and s t ee l . 
Although active i n local business and real estate, he never held a public 
o f f i c e as his father had. The house was al tered by Francis A i s t i n to i t s 
present Second Bnpire form ca. 1865 and occupied by him u n t i l h is death i n 
1887; his wridow remained several years longer. Fron 1903 u n t i l the ear ly 

# continued 
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1920s, the house was owned and occupied by Francis D i l l o n , who ran a l iquor 
business. In more recent years, the bu i ld ing had been used as a rooming 
house, remaining as such u n t i l 1985 when i t was r d i a b i l i t a t e d to acconraodate 
f i v e res iden t ia l u n i t s . 

Archaeological po ten t i a l : ^ 

The H i ^ and Wood Street area of Charlestown was not extensively developed for 
res iden t ia l use u n t i l a f t e r the Revolution. The Francis B. Aust in House is on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e and may have replaced an ea r l i e r nineteenth century 
two-family house constmcted ca, 1832-1841. The archaeological s ignif icance 
o f the A i s t i n house s i t e may reside i n archaeological evidence fo r 
landscaping, outbui ldings, and deposits of household refuse, which may be 
associated writh resident upper-middle class Charlestown householders. This 
s ignif icance is enhanced by the absence of th i s type of data from any of the 
major archaeological projects conducted i n Charlestown, focused on the 
Colonial period. 



9. iWaior Bibiiographicai References 

Boston Building Dept. Fi les 
Old Charlestown. Timothy T. Sawyer, 1902 
The Genealogies and Estates of Charlestown, 1629-1818, (1879) Thomas Bellows Wyman 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ 3 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested HPCA# 10350MA 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
undesignated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
n Local government 
I I University 
• other ; 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property l e s s t h a n one a c r e 

Quad: Boston North 
UTI^ Refere 

Scale: 1:25000 
IM References „ „ , „ 

|3 |2 ,9 |0 ,1 ,0 I ^ 6 |9 3 
I I I Zone Easting Northing L i I I I 

J L J L 

B L_U 1 
Zone Easting 

D L ^ I I I I I 

J I L 
Northing 

I I I I I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

see assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

see conttnuation sheet 

nr i See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title B r i a n P f e i f f e r ^ A C T f o r Mass .^ w i t h B e t s y F r i e d h e r g , N a t i o n a l Rpgiq t .pr n i r p r t . n r , 
organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 
street & number _ SILBoy ls tOTl S t r e p t 
city or town Bos ton 

#310 . telephone . 612=727-SAZa. 
. state MA . zip code Q2IIJ5-
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Bounded and described as fo l lows: 
Beginning at the nor ther ly corner of the l o t numbered 58 High Street, at the 
corner of H3.g?i Street and the estate of the Trustees of the T r i n i t y Society of 
the M. E. Church in Charlestown, thence running i n a southeasterly d i r ec t i on 
along said M.gjti Street seventy feet , three inches more or less to Wood Street, 
thence ru in ing i n a southwesterly d i r ec t ion along said Wood Street one hundred 
and twenty-two feet , two inches more or less to the face of the br ick wal l 
standing on premises numbered 14 Wood Street, thence running in a 
northwesterly d i r e c t i o n along the face of said br ick wal l seventy-three feet , 
s ix inches more or less to the said estate of the Tmstees of the T r i n i t y 
Society of the M. E. Church i n Charlestown, thence running i n a northeasterly 
d i r e c t i o n one hundred and eight fee t , eight inches more or less to the point .| 
of beginning. n 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Austin, Francis B., House 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission ^ 

CD nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection 

c n appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample ' • request CD appeal 

Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date 

AUG 6198T 

rea. neg. ua ie : f . / / 
Date Due: ' ( f f / l f ? ^ ^ / U / l f 7 

Act ion: .ACCEPT 

A j ^ R f T U R N . 

REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer _ 

Discipline. 

Date 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 

_ y ^ s u b s t a n t i v e reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CUfalr 

I I deteriorated 

c n ruins 

c n unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

c n summary paragraph 
c n completeness 
c n clarity 
c n alterations/integrity 
I I dates 

I I boundary selection • . f : i-: 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
cn completeness ^ f ' ^ : . ' " 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
^ justification of areas checked *, 
cn relating significance to the resource 
cn context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
• other . 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed. Date 

, J . . . 

?//?/<? Phone: 

G P O 91 B - 4 B 0 

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet 

• 'A'i.n.^lfe.--,.U. 



CMIIf •€• • I— — f 

t l i . 
M C t i M 

CvltMla C M M M M M I M K 
^ A t M flf MtBlf l lCMC* 

r « r l « « • ! S i fMf I c M c * 
« v c M l « c t / M I 4 t t / l i i « l 
f t U « * l la fsnMl lMi 

CtoltMal M f l l l a l l M 

mm c « M 4 i « M t M 

M t i a f f t • t 

i 

l a C » l l » c l » t : • S / / 3 > e .%. C * r r » c l « 4 



NPS Form 10-«00 
(R« 8.88) 

QMS Ho. 102*0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

RECEIVED 
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NATIONAL 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marl<ing "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions, f̂ or additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1 . Name of Property 

historic name Francis B. Austin House 
other names/site number same 

2. Locat ion 
street & number 58 H i g h S t r e e t N/U N/U-J "O* publication 
city, town Charlestown (Boston) vicinity 
state Massachusp. r ts code n ? ^ CO"" t y S i i f f n i l f code -QZ5_ zip code 

3. Classif icat ion 
Ownership of Property 
Fxl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
Q building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Contributing 
0 

Number of Resources within Property 
Noncontributing 

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 0 

Name of^r^lated multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
LAJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property [ x ] meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continqation sheet. 

1 '• 

Signature of certifying official ^) 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission: 

Ojate 

State or Federal agency and bureau S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6.- Function or Use Franc is B. A u s t i n House, Charlestown (Boston) 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o m e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g D e i r e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) ^ 

foundation stone - g r a n i t e  
Late V i c t o r i a n - Second Empire y âlls wood - weatherboard 

roof s l a t e 

other. 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

NOTE: The Francis B. Austin House was converted into f ive residential units 
in 1985. The rehabi l i tat ion was undertaken in accordance with the Secretary 
of the Inter ior 's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

The Francis B. Austin House stands at the southwest corner of High and Wood 
Streets in Charlestown, where i t occupies approximately one-fourth of i t s 
southward sloping l o t . The front yard is enclosed by a low wall of dressed 1 
granite and is landscaped with ornamental shrubs and three wali<ways of brick s 
pavers. A single parking space exists in the northwest corner of the l o t . * 
The rear yard (south) is enclosed by neighboring buildings to the south and 
west. A one-car, wood-frame garage (ca.. 1905) exists in the southeast corner 
of the l o t . The remainder of the rear yard contains a paved parking area 
bordered by shrubbery and ornamental plantings. 

• i 
The wood frame house rests on a foundation of rock-faced granite, above which 
the main block (rectangular in plan) rises two full stories to a third story 
contained beneath a mansard roof, while the side ell (west) rises two full ] 
stories to a gabled slate roof. A boxed cornice with modillion brackets 
supports the lower slope of the mansard which is sheathed in hexagonal slate ^ 
shingles while the upper slope is covered with asphalt shingles. .̂ 

As part of the recent rehabilitation, wood shingles, which had been applied to 
the building in 1931, were removed, original clapboards repaird and 
comerboards reinstalled. All sash is wood-frame 2/2, except at the sides of 
the rear oriel where sash is 1/1. 

The facade (north elevation) of the main block is five bays wide and is 
symmetrically composed, focusing on the centrally located main entry. The 
main entry consists of glazed, panelled double doors sheltered by a porch 
which is supported by chamfered piers set on panelled bases. Windows at the 
first story are set in moulded cases and surmounted by moulded caps set on 
brackets; second story windows are ornamented with label mouldings. The 
mansard possesses three segmentally arched dormers with moulded heads. 

The rear (south) elevation of the main block is five bays wide and rises from 
a pressed brick basement. A centrally located oriel dominates the first story 
and rises to a moulded cornice. First and second story windows are set in 
unornamented, moulded surrounds. All other details match those of the 
facade. 

[ j f l See continuation sheet 
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The rear (south) elevat ion of the main block is f i v e bays wide and r ises from 
a pressed br ick basement. A c e n t r a l l y located o r i e l dominates the f i r s t s tory 
and r ises to a molded comice. F i r s t - and second-story windows are set i n 
unornamented, molded surrounds. A l l other de ta i l s match those of the facade. 

The east e levat ion of the main block r ises from a hanmered granite basement 
and contains an entry wi th a four-panel door (south) and a window wi th a wire 
g r i l l e (nor th) . The east elevat ion is t w bays wide and, above the basement, 
d e t a i l s match those of the facade. 

The west e levat ion of the main block consists of two bays, f l ank ing the e l l . 
Windowre ex is t at the nor th end of the elevation on the basement, f i r s t , and 
second s to r i e s . 

The north elevation of the e l l is three bays wide, consist ing of the main 
entry on the f i r s t s tory i n the easternnost bay, and windows i n the two 
westernmost bays at the f i r s t and second s to r i e s . Windows are set i n molded 
cases. 

The west e levat ion of the e l l r ises f r an a hamnered granite foundation, which 
contains the only two windows on th i s elevat ion. Above the basement is a 
blank wa l l of b r i ck l a i d i n common bc:-..d. ' 

The rear (south) elevat ion of the e l l possesses a three-sided bay window 
surmounted by a wooden roof deck. A wooden staircase projects f ran the 
easternnost bay of the e l l and r ises three levels . 

The bu i ld ing ' s i n t e r i o r has been altered several times since i t s o r i g i n a l 
construction. I n the early part of the twentieth century i t was converted to 
a lodging house, whi le i n 1947 four one-bedroom apartments were created (seven 
lodging rooms re ta ined) . Most recent ly, the i n t e r i o r was r ehab i l i t a t ed to 
acconmodate f i v e apartment u n i t s , ^fany o r i g i n a l d e t a i l s , including ornamental 
plaster , wood balustrade of main staircase, marble mantelpieces, wainscoting, 
and molded window, door cases, and baseboards, survive throughout the 
b u i l d i n g . ^ 



8. Statement of Signi f icance r r a n c l s B . A u s t i n House, L t i a r i e s t o w n ^ n o s t o n T 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [Z] statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria H H A [ H B Q C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) H H A H ^ B [ U C Q D H H F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A r c h i t e c t u r e c a . 

Period of Significance 
1832 - 1903 

Significant Dates 
c a . 1832 , c a . 186 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted at)ove. 

The Francis B. Austin House possesses integrity of design, setting, and 
materials as well as historical associations with two generations of a 
Charlestown family prominent in local politics, law, literature and commerce. 
It thus f u l f i l l s Criteria C of the National Register of Historic Places on the 
local level. 

Charlestown was settled in 1629 as the first settlement of the Massachusetts 
Company; at that time Charlestown was joined to the mainland by one narrow 
strip of land at its northwest tip. Here, access was provided to the 
Middlesex Canal, the millpond, wharves, and a bridge to Maiden, making i t a 
key location of industrial development. Originally comprising 424 acres of 
land, Charlestown was dominated by two major drumlins. Bunker and Breeds 
Hills. By the middles of the seventeenth century the hills were dotted with 
farms and the beginnings of a thriving seaport had been established. The 
town's historic market (today City Square) was the focus of colonial l i f e , 
with commercial and residential development beginning there and gradually 
radiating northward. By the Revolution, the town had grown from City Square 
out to the Phipps Street Burial Ground and northward to what is today Winthrop 
Square. In 1775 most of Charlestown was burned to the Ground by the British. 
The late eighteenth century was a time of rebuilding for residents; by 1784 
five hundred houses lined a new street plan laid out by John Leach. The 
nineteenth century brought great prosperity to Charlestown. In 1800 the Naval 
Shipyard at Charlestown was founded on 43 acres at Moulton's Point, a prime 
location where the Charles and Mystic Rivers made a natural deep-water port. 
During the mid-nineteenth century, increasing proximity to Boston and 
expansion by bridge and public transit resulted in a shift in the scale of 
residential building to brick urban row houses on Town Hill and around 
Monument Square. Residential development of the remaining land on Bunker and 
Breeds Hills continued through the late nineteenth century, primarily with 
wooden tenement rows of modest design and later brick row houses. 
Charlestown's port and rail facilities increased during the nineteenth 
century, enough so that by the end of the century 400 acres of filled land 
were added to the town by 1910. 

Q See continuation sheet 
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The A i s t i n House is a substantial example of the Second Bnpire s t y l e , standing 
i n a densely b u i l t r es iden t ia l area containing tvro- and three-story rowhouses 
o f the late nineteenth century. The A i s t i n House, as i t presently ex i s t s , was 
b u i l t ca. 1865 by Francis Boylston Austin (1827-1877) as an enlargemoit and 
a l t e r a t ion of the house of his fa ther , Wi l l i am A i s t i n . The ear l ie r bu i ld ing 
was a wood frame, tvro-family house, occupied j o i n t l y by a Captain Boyd and by 
Wil l iam A i s t i n f ron ca. 1832 u i t i l A i s t i n ' s death in 1841. Framing i n the 
a t t i c appears to date from the late e i ^ t e e n t h century, suggesting that an 
o r i g i n a l hipped roof was raised a s tory and incorporated as the ufper port ion 
of the ex i s t ing mansard viien the house was enlarged ca. 1865, The land across 
High Street (north) was the A i s t i n pasture, whi le the land to the rear of the 
house (south) was occupied by an orchard established i n the 1830s by Wi l l i am 
Aus t i n . The bu i ld ing preserves the ma jo r i t y of i t s Second Bnpire features, 
including i t s hexagonal slate mansard roof , boxed cornice w i t h mod i l l i on 
brackets, segnentally-arched dormers, and molded window cases, as we l l as 
i n t e r i o r trirnnings, including marble mantlepieces, plaster comice, and 
cei1ing meda11ions. 

The A i s t i n family had large landholdings i n Charlestown througout the 
seventeenth and e i ^ t e e n t h centuries, including houses i n Charlestown Square, 
two wharfs, and much of the Buinker H i l l Manument grounds. Wi l l i am Austin 
(1778-1841 ) graduated from Harvard College i n 1798, a f t e r \*i ich he spent 

" several years as a schoolmaster and chaplain i n the Ifevy, serving on the 
U.S.S. Const i tu t ion . I n 1818, he and h i s brother Nathaniel purchased land i n 
Charlestown on which they erected the A i s t i n Block, where Wi l l i am Austin had a 
law o f f i c e . I n add i t ion to h is legal pract ice , Wil l iam Austin was active 
p o l i t i c a l l y i n Charlestown, serving as a State Ftepresentative (1811, 1814, 
1816, 1827, 1834) and as a State Senator (1821-1823). He gained renown as the 
r e su l t of an 1805 duel and fo r his authorship of Peter Rigg, a short s tory 
w r i t t e n by Austin under the name Johnathan Dunwell. The piece was published 
as a series i n the New Bigland Galaxy i n the 1820s and received great 
acclaim. 

Francis Boylston A i s t i n , the 11th of Wi l l i am A i s t i n ' s 13 chi ldren and the only 
one to remain i n Charlestown, was a merchant w i t h an o f f i c e at 94 North Street 
in Boston, f i r s t i n wholesale dry goods, and la te r in i ron and s t ee l . 
Although act ive i n local business and real estate, he never held a public 
o f f i c e as his father had. The house was al tered by Francis Austin to i t s 
present Second Bnpire form ca. 1865 and occupied by him u n t i l h is death i n 
1887; his widow remained several years longer. Fron 1903 u n t i l the ear ly 

continued 
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1920s, the house was owned and occupied by Francis D i l l o n , \^o ran a l iquor 
business. In more recent years, the bu i ld ing had been used as a rooming 
house, ranaining as such u n t i l 1985 Wien i t was r ehab i l i t a t ed to accoamodate 
f i v e r e s iden t i a l u n i t s . 

Archaeological po ten t i a l : 

The H i ^ and Wood Street area of Charlestown was not extensively developed fo r 
r es iden t i a l use u n t i l a f t e r the Revolution. The Francis B. Aust in House is on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e and may have replaced an ea r l i e r nineteenth century 
two-family house constructed ca. 1832-1841. The archaeological s ignif icance 
of the A i s t i n house s i t e may reside i n archaeological evidence fo r 
landscaping, outbui ldings , and deposits of household refuse, which may be 
associated wi th resident upper-middle class Charlestown householders. This 
s igni f icance is enhanced by the absence of th i s type of data from any of the 
major archaeological projects conducted i n Charlestown, focused on the 
Colonial period. -



9. Major Bibliographical References Francis B. A u s t i n House, Charlestown (Boston) 

Boston Building Dept. Files 
Old Charlestown, Timothy T. Sawyer, 1902 
The Genealogies and Estates of Charlestown, 1629-1818, (1979) Thomas Bellows Wyman 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
|X~|preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested ^pcA #103 SOMA 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ 3 State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
n Federal agency « , ' 
I I Local government * ' ^ 

University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property l e s s t h a n one a c r e 

Quad: B o s t o n N o r t h 

UTM References 
A I ^ 2, ^ Q 1, q I ^ ^ 9 31 ̂  2, q 

Zone Easting Northing 

C I \ I I \ i I I \ I I I I \ I \ \ I 

Scale: 1:25000 

B 
Zone Easting 

D L ^ I I I 
Northing 

J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

J L 

J L 

Verbal Boundary Description 
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Bounded and described as fo l lows : 
Beginning at the nor ther ly corner of the l o t numbered 58 High Street, at the 
corner of H . ^ Street and the estate of the Trustees of the T r i n i t y Society of 
the M. E. Church in Charlestown, thence running in a southeasterly d i r ec t i on 
along said HB.^ Street seventy feet , three inches more or less to Wood Street, 
thence running i n a southwesterly d i r ec t i on along said Wood Street one hundred 
and twenty-two feet , two inches more or less to the face of the br ick wal l 
standing on premises numbered 14 Wood Street, thence running in a 
northwesterly d i r e c t i o n along the face of said br ick wa l l seventy-three feet , 
s ix inches more or less to the said estate of the Trustees of the T r i n i t y 
Society of the M. E. Church i n Charlestown, thence running in a northeasterly 
direct ict t i one hundred and eight fee t , eight inches more or less to the point 
of beginning. 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
n good 
• fair 

• deteriorated 

• ruins 
• unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 
• altered 

Describe the present and original (if Icnoum) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
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Check one 

• original site 
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• completeness 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 
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Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sfmt 



NPS Foftn 10-800 
(R«v. 886) 

OMS No. 102*0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service ' 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form / / / 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 3 1988 
" NATIONAL 

REGISTER 
9 instructions in This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1 • Name of Property 
historic name Francis B. Austin House 
other names/site number same 

2. Location 

N / U 
N/U-l 

street & number 58 High S t r ee t not for publication 
city, town Charlestown (Boston) N/UJ vicinity 
state Massachusetts code Q25_ county code -025- zip code 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
Fxl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
Q building(s) 
I I district 
• site ii^-; 
I I structure ; - < , " , ; 
I I object . / • - :; 

' . i t ' ' 

'•' 1 

r.1 

Number of Resources within Property 
Noncontributing Contributing 

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of^r^^ted multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _ 0 

4, State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[Ai nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the propertj meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official / j 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission: 

Pate 

State or Federal agency and bureau State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5, National Park Service Certification 
I, hereljy, certify that this property is: 

B ^ t e r e d in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. j . ^ 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6, Function or Use Francis B. Austin House, Charlestown (Boston) 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o m e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g D e i r . e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation s t o n e - g r a n i t e 
Late V i c t o r i a n - Second Empire ^̂ QW^ wood - weatherboard 

roof _ 
other 

s l a t e 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
NOTE: The Francis B. Austin House was converted into five residential units 
in 1985. The rehabilitation was undertaken in accordance with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

The Francis B. Austin House stands at the southwest corner of High and Wood 
Streets in Charlestown, where it occupies approximately one-fourth of its 
southward sloping lot. The front yard is enclosed by a low wall of dressed 
granite and is landscaped with ornamental shrubs and three walkways of brick 
pavers. A single parking space exists in the northwest corner of the lot. 
The rear yard (south) is enclosed by neighboring buildings to the south and 
west. A one-car, wood-frame garage (ca.. 1905) exists in the southeast corner 
of the lot. The remainder of the rear yard contains a paved parking area 
bordered by shrubbery and ornamental plantings. 

The wood frame house rests on a foundation of rock-faced granite, above which 
the main block (rectangular in plan) rises two full stories to a third story 
contained beneath a mansard roof, while the side ell (west) rises two full 
stories to a gabled slate roof. A boxed cornice with modillion brackets 
supports the lower slope of the mansard which is sheathed in hexagonal slate 
shingles while the upper slope is covered with asphalt shingles. 

As part of the recent rehabilitation, wood shingles, which had been applied to 
the building in 1931, were removed, original clapboards repaird and 
comerboards reinstalled. All sash is wood-frame 2/2, except at the sides of 
the rear oriel where sash is 1/1. 

The facade (north elevation) of the main block is five bays wide and is 
symmetrically composed, focusing on the centrally located main entry. The 
main entry consists of glazed, panelled double doors sheltered by a porch 
which is supported by chamfered piers set on panelled bases. Windows at the * 
first story are set in moulded cases and surmounted by moulded caps set on 
brackets; second story windows are ornamented with label mouldings. The 
mansard possesses three segmentally arched dormers with moulded heads. 

The rear (south) elevation of the main block is five bays wide and rises from 
a pressed brick basement. A centrally located oriel dominates the first story 
and rises to a moulded cornice. First and second story windows are set in 
unornamented, moulded surrounds. All other details match those of the 
facade. 

, . [ x l See continuation sheet 
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The rear (south) elevat ion of the main block i s f i v e bays wide and r ises from 
a pressed br ick basement. A cen t r a l l y located o r i e l dcminates the f i r s t s tory 
and r i ses to a nrolded comice. F i r s t - and seccsid-story windows are set i n 
unornamented, molded surroimds. A l l other de ta i l s match those of the facade. 

Ihe east e levat ion of the main block r ises from a hanmered granite basement 
and contains an entry wi th a four-panel door (south) and a window w i t h a wi re 
g r i l l e (nor th) . Ihe east elevat ion i s tvo bays wide and, above the basement, 
d e t a i l s match those of the facade. 

The west e levat ion of the main block consists of two bays, f l ank ing the e l l . 
Windows exis t at the nor th end of the elevation on the basement, f i r s t , and 
second s to r i e s . 

The north elevation of the e l l is three bays wide, consist ing of the main 
entry on the f i r s t s tory i n the easternnost bay, and windows i n the tw) 
westernmost bays at the f i r s t and second s to r i e s . Windows are set i n molded 
cases. 

The west elevat ion of the e l l r ises from a hanmered granite foundation, which 
contains the only two windows on th i s elevation. Above the basement i s a 
blank wa l l of b r i c k l a i d i n conxnon bond. 

The rear (south) elevat ion of the e l l possesses a three-sided bay window 
surmounted by a wooden roof deck. A wooden staircase projects f ron the 
easterixnost bay of the e l l and r ises three levels . 

The bu i ld ing ' s i n t e r i o r has been altered several times since i t s o r i g i n a l 
construction. I n the early part of the twentieth century i t was converted to 
a lodging house, whi le i n 1947 four one-bedroan apartments were created (seven 
lodging rooms re ta ined) . Most recent ly, the i n t e r i o r was r ehab i l i t a t ed to 
acconmodate f i v e apartment u n i t s . Jfeny o r i g i n a l d e t a i l s , including ornamental 
p las ter , wood balustrade of main staircase, mEirble mantelpieces, wainscoting, 
and molded window, door cases, and baseboards, st irvive throughout the 
b u i l d i n g . 



8, Statement of Signi f icance F r a n c i s B . A u s t i n House, U h a r i e s t o w n t . B o s t o n ; 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide py] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I I A I I B \~X\C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QA ^C ^D X .i \ •i^ ->. 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e ' c a . 1865 c a . 1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Francis B. Austin House possesses integr i ty of design, sett ing, and 
materials as well as historical associations with two generations of a 
Charlestown family prominent in local po l i t i cs , law, l i terature and commerce. 
I t thus f u l f i l l s Criteria C of the National Register of Historic Places on the 
local level . I t Is a we l l -p reserved Second Empi re -s ty le res idence. 

" - - Charlestown was settled in 1629 as the f i r s t settlement of the Massachusetts 
Company; at that time Charlestown was joined to the mainland by one narrow • 
s t r ip of land at i t s northwest t i p . Here, access was provided to the 
Middlesex Canal, the millpond, wharves, and a bridge to Maiden, making i t a 
key location of industrial development. Originally comprising 424 acres of .-̂  
land, Charlestown was dominated by two major drumlins. Bunker and Breeds 
H i l l s . By the middles of the seventeenth century the h i l l s were dotted with 
farms and the beginnings of a thriving seaport had been established. The 
town's histor ic market (today City Square) was the focus of colonial l i f e , 
with commercial and residential development beginning there and gradually 
radiating northward. By the Revolution, the town had grown from City Square 

J,'; out to the Phipps Street Burial Ground and northward to what is today Winthrop 
Square. In 1775 most of Charlestown was burned to the Ground by the Br i t i sh . 

' The late eighteenth century was a time of rebuilding for residents; by 1784 
f ive hundred houses lined a new street plan la id out by John Leach. The 
nineteenth century brought great prosperity to Charlestown. In 1800 the Naval 
Shipyard at Charlestown was founded on 43 acres at Moulton's Point, a prime 
location where the Charles and Mystic Rivers made a natural deep-water port. • 
During the mid-nineteenth century, increasing proximity to Boston and 
expansion by bridge and public t ransi t resulted in a sh i f t in the scale of 
residential building to brick urban row houses on Town Hi l l and around 
Monument Square. Residential development of the remaining land on Bunker and 
Breeds Hi l ls continued through the late nineteenth century, primarily with 
wooden tenement rows of modest design and later brick row houses. 
Charlestown's port and ra i l f ac i l i t i e s increased during the nineteenth 
century, enough so that by the end of the century 400 acres of f i l l e d land 
were added to the town by 1910. 

Q See continuation sheet 
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The Austin House is a substant ial example of the Second Enpire s t y l e , standing 
i n a densely b u i l t r es iden t ia l area containing t w j - and three-story ro\diouses 
o f the la te nineteenth century. The A i s t i n House, as i t presently ex i s t s , was 
b u i l t ca. 1865 by Francis Boylston Austin (1827-1877) as an enlargement and 
a l t e r a t i on of the hoxise of h is fa ther , Wi l l i am A i s t i n . The ea r l i e r bu i ld ing 
was a wood frame, tw) - fami ly house, occupied j o i n t l y by a Captain Boyd and by 
Wil l iam A i s t i n f ron ca. 1832 m t i l A i s t i n ' s death i n 1841. Framing i n the 
a t t i c appears to date from the late e i ^ t e e n t h century, suggesting that an 
o r i g i n a l hipped roof was raised a s tory and incorporated as the upper por t ion 
of the ex i s t ing mansard vihen the house was enlarged ca. 1865. The land across 
H i ^ Street (north) was the A i s t i n pasture, whi le the land to the rear of the 
house (south) was occupied by an orchard established i n the 1830s by Wi l l i am 
A u s t i n . The bu i ld ing preserves the ma jo r i t y of i t s Second Bopire features, 
including i t s hexagonal s late mansard roof , boxed comice w i t h m o d i l l i o n 
brackets, segnentally-arched dormers, and molded window cases, as we l l as 
i n t e r i o r triranings, including marble mantlepieces, plaster comice, and 
cei1 ing meda11ions. 

The Austin fami ly had large landholdings i n Charlestown througout the 
seventeenth and e i ^ t e e n t h centuries, including houses i n Charlestown Square, 
two wharfs, and much of the Bunker H i l l MDnunent grounds. Wi l l i am A i s t i n 
(1778-1841) graduated from Harvard College i n 1798, a f t e r A^ich he spent 
several years as a schoolmaster and chaplain i n the Ifevy, serving on the 
U.S.S. Const i tu t ion. I n 1818, he and h i s brother Ifethaniel purchased land i n 
Charlestown on vdiich they erected the A i s t i n Block, where Wi l l i am Austin had a 
law o f f i c e . I n add i t ion to h i s legal pract ice , Wil l iam Austin was active 
p o l i t i c a l l y i n Charlestown, serving as a State Representative (1811, 1814, 
1816, 1827, 1834) and as a State Senator (1821-1823). He gained renown as the 
r e su l t of an 1805 duel and for his authorship of Peter Rigg, a short s tory 
w r i t t e n by Austin under the name Johnathan Dunwell. The piece was published 
as a series i n the New Bigland Galaxy i n the 1820s and received great 
acclaim. 

Francis Boylston A i s t i n , the 11th of Wi l l i am A i s t i n ' s 13 chi ldren and the only 
one to rOTiain i n Qiarlestown, was a merchant w i t h an o f f i c e at 94 North Street 
i n Boston, f i r s t i n vrfiolesale dry goods, and la te r in i ron and s t ee l . 
Although act ive i n local business and real estate, he never held a public 
o f f i c e as his father had. The house was al tered by Francis Austin to i t s 
present Second Bnpire form ca, 1865 and occupied by him u n t i l h i s death i n 
1887; his widow remained several years longer. Fron 1903 u n t i l the ear ly 

continued 
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1920s, the house was owned and occupied by Francis D i l l o n , who ran a l iquor 
business. In more recent years, the bu i ld ing had been used as a roaning 
house, remaining as such m t i l 1985 viien i t was r ehab i l i t a t ed to accoranodate 
f i v e r e s iden t i a l u n i t s . 

Archaeological po t en t i a l : 

The Hi^ and Wood Street area of Qiarlestown was not extensively developed for 
residential use until after the Revolution. The Francis B. Austin House is on 
its original site and may have replaced an earlier nineteenth century 
two-family house constructed ca. 1832-1841. The archaeological significance 
of the Aistin house site may reside in archaeological evidence for 
landscaping, outbuildings, and deposits of household refuse, vhich may be 
associated with resident upper-middle class Charlestown householders. This 
significance is enhanced by the absence of this type of data from any of the 
major archaeological projects conducted in Charleston, focused on the 4 
Colonial period. . . <. 
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Bounded and described as fo l lows : 
Beginning at the nor ther ly corner of the l o t numbered 58 High Street, at the 
comer of HS.^ Street and the estate of the Trustees of the T r i n i t y Society of 
the M. E. Qiurch i n Charlestown, thence running i n a southeasterly d i r e c t i o n 
along said I f i ^ Street seventy feet , three inches more or less to Wood Street, 
thence running i n a southwesterly d i r ec t i on along said Wood Street one hundred 
and twenty-two feet , two inches more or less to the face of the b r i ck wal l 
standing on premises numbered 14 Wood Street, thence running i n a 
northwesterly d i r e c t i o n along the face of said b r i ck wa l l seventy-three feet , 
s ix inches more or less to the said estate of the Trustees of the T r i n i t y 
Society of the M. E. Qiurch i n Charlestovm, thence running i n a northeasterly 
d i r e c t i o n one hundred and eight fee t , eight inches more or less to the point 
o f beginning. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage i ,; 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer '[ 

July 29, 1987 ^ 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 

V National Park Service 
\ P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House, 58 High Street 
^ Needham, Robert Fuller House, 3 B u r r i l l Lane 

Peabody, F i rs t Unitarian d iu rch , 7 Park Street 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 

: ; State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



June 3, 1988 

Ms. Carol Shull - ~ • 
Ch.ie£ of Registration . . • 
tfetional Register of Historic Places -
National Park Service * 
Department of Interior • , • 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington. DC 20013-7127 ,, 

Dear ris. Shull: ' ' ' ' , 

Enclosed please find the revised nomination forms for the follov/ing ' ' 
properties. Which vvere returned by your office for technical and substantive 
corrections. , • • 

Becket, North Becket Historic D i s t r i c t , I'fein, High, and Pleasant Streets 
(please note tliat photographs do reflect current condition of buildings within 
the d i s t r i c t ) 

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House.. 58 High Street (HPCA tlOSSO-IA) 

Boston, Temple Place Historic Dis t r i c t , 11-55, 26-56 Temple Place 

Cambridge (MRA amendment). Harvard Square Historic Di s t r i c t (Bounda:ry Increase) 

Chicqpee, Thomas C. E^ge House, 105 East Street ^':",,ji.., 

Peabody, First Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #10410MA) 

A l l corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact me i f you have 
any further questions. 

Sincerely. . 

Betsy Friedberg 
Ifetional Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission - n IM i o lo 

JUN I J ly 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

,v ' Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Ŝ cr̂ tory 
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September 7, 1988 W ? a l t H j > ^ SEP 1 2 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places ocJ*'^'^^*" 
Department of the I n t e r i o r REGISTER 
National Park Service , 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms which were returned 
by the National Register for technical and substantive corrections: 

Boston, Francis Austin House, 58 High Street, Charlestown (Boston), Massachusetts 

Chicopee, Thomas C. Page House, 105 East Street, Chicopee, Massachusetts 

A l l corrections have been made as requested. Please contact me i f you have any 
further questions. -

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

BF/bq 

Enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretory 
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