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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The West Home represents a style of architecture which 
can be seen in at least one other house in Marianna dating 
from approximately the 1840 f s. The Florida climate was 
taken into jsonsidetation in the plan of the house, resulting 
in a very wide central hall terminating in double doors at 
the front and rear. This allows for a breeze to cool the 
hall and adjacent rooms. Originally separate, the kitchen 
is now attached to the main house. The only other major 
alteration has been an extension of the portico from the 
ends of the gable out to.the ends of the house. This in­ 
volved the addition of four more columns. The West Home 
represents distinct characteristics of both the Creak revival 
and Victorian styles of architecture as they developed in 
this area. The original portico with its six Doric columns, 
framing pilasters, transom and sidelights are all fairly m 
typical of the Greek style as is the use of pilasters to m 
divide the front wall into panels. The steeply pitched roof 
and cross gable reflect a later period. The house is of 
clapboard with the exception of the back wall of the porch 
and the area within the gable. These have flush siding. 
All windows are sash, six over six, with louvered exterior 
shutters. Two brick chimneys are placed slightly to the 
front of the roof ridge.

The house presents a very modest appearance, situated 
as it is in the center of a large tree shaded lot. It does, o 
however, reflect a very livable and well adapted plan, dating 
from quite an early date. The house has been in continuous 
use since its construction and due to constant upkeep it is o 
in excellent condition.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The West Home is believed to date from approximately 
theqL840 T s>s however, the exact date of construction cannot 
be verified., Research indicates that Edward W, Peyton sold 
the land on which the house sits to John Davis on September 
4, 1833 (Deed Book, Jackson County Courthouse), It is 
assumed that Davis built the present house sometime before 
1876 when the property (Lot 10 and 21 with a house) was 
transferred to Theoph^^us West. Davis had reportedly 
built the house when he married Rebecca Spears, but due to 
some unknown circumstances they never occupied the struc­ 
ture. It was not until after her husband's death when 
Rebecca remarried Dr. West that she was to occupy the 
house on Putnam Street.

In addition to being architecturally interesting from 
an eclectic standpoint, the house is associated with the 
life of a person significant in local history. Dr, 
Theophilus West was a prominent physician and druggist who 
came to be one of Marianna's most esteemed citizens. Born 
in Leon County, he received a medical degree from Oglethorpe 
Medical College in Savannah, Georgia. Coming to Marianna 
in 1859, he set up a medical practice only to have it inter­ 
rupted by the war. He enlisted as an assistant surgeon 
in the Eighth Florida Regiment and was paroled at Appamatox 
Courthouse when Lee surrendered. His parole papers now 
hang in the upstairs den of the home. Returning to Marianna 
after the war. Dr. West pursued his profession from his 
home. In addition to being the first superintendent of 
public schools for Jackson County he was mayor for a brief 
period. After the death of his first wife he married 
Louise Slade and they had two children one of whom is 
Charles Slade West, current owner of the home.
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