FORM B - BUILDING [ Z ~ [ 7 §CCoOSM(® In Areano. Form no.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 12%-A
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town W or cester
Address 372 Pleasant Street

Name Charles Chamberlain House

Present use”esidential

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Present ownerAdvent Christian Church

3. Description: 370 Pleasant Street

Date ca 1876

Source city atlases & directories

Roll 23 . , :
° Style Victorian Gothic

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Outbuildings (describe) church on same |ot
Other featuresextremely elaborate orna-
mentation, trefoils, quatrefoils &
pointed arches in gable aprons,

foliate capitals on porch

Altered no Date

Moved on same |ot Dateearly 20th,s
UTM: Assessor's Book 6, p.8

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 60

Approximate distance of building from street

0
6. Recordedby B.R.Pfeiffer
OrganizationWorc. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date January 1978

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (ifknown) Charles W Chamberlain

Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8, Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built around 1876, the Charles Chanberlain House i s one of
Worcester's finest and nmobst omat e exanples of Victorian Gothic
architecture. The house i s twoandone-half stories high with a
side-hall, gabl ed facade. Exceptionally fine i sthe house's dec-
orative woodwork which includes gable aprons (with trefoils,
quatrefoils andpendants), bargeboards (with spindles supporting
pointed arches), gabled w ndow hoods, vertical sheathing, an open
porch (set onthin colums with stylized foliate capitals), etc.,
all i nsuperb condition. As with sonuch Victorian Gothic design,
Gothic elements of the Chamberlain House are merely decorative
rather than structural.

The first occupant of the house, Charles Chamberlain, was anc
owner of the firm of Copeland & Chamberl ain, manufacturers of
"Kniffen Mowi ng Machines & Cook's ExtensionDividers." The firm
advertised: "All kinds of machines repaired andparts furnished;
General Light Jobbing aspecialtty." After Chanberlain's death,
the house becane the property of Ellen Chanmberlain. City atlases
show the building closer tothe corner of South Russell|l Street,
suggesting that the house was noved t oits present position be-
tween- 1922 and 1938t oallow construction of the Advent Christian
Church onthe lot's east end.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

city atlases & directories
Wre. Illus. Bus. Guide. (1881). p. 117 (advertisement).
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



