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Moved Eg] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present arched windows and door at ground level are the most 

recent in a series of alterations over the years, adapting the building 

to various uses. There is evidence that the original entry was to the 

left, opening into a hall and stairway, and that the windows matched 

those above in placement and size. Of the old interior finish, 

nothing remains on the ground floor, but at the second floor much 

paneled wainscoting has been preserved, with room cornices and fire­ 

place trim. The stair and room division at the third floor seem also
m

to be original. Radical alterations on the first floor reflect the rn 

uses to which the property has been subjected in the past, including 

a dry goods and hardware store, a school, a plumbing and stove firm 

that installed large plate glass windows, and finally a restaurant.

On the exterior the brickwork remains nearly intact except below
o

the belt course on the facade. The gambrel roof exhibits a wide

moulded cornice with modillions beneath, and below these a row of o
z 

dentils. These details are repeated in miniature at the level and

raking cornices of the three pedimented dormers in the front roof 

slope that light the third story and account for much of the character 

of the whole. Twin chimneys rise from the end walls, carrying out 

the balanced arrangement. The roof covering is modern composition 

shingle. Foundation is built of the local Connecticut Valley sand­ 

stone. Brick is reported to be the once noted narrow type from the 

neighboring town of Windsor.

The structure is endangered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

One of the few 18th century structures remaining in the city of 

Hartford, this building is reported to date from 1799 and to be a 

unique example of a town house of the period. Originally it stood at 

the sidewalk line, before being moved back in the early part of this 

century to its present position at the rear of a narrow lot. Less than 

30 feet across the facade, it was planned to occupy a restricted city

frontage, and the absence of original windows on the sides at the
/ 

first two floors indicates closely abutting structures on neighboring

lots.

The first owner, Amos Bull, resided in the building and by 1791 

was advertising in the local newspaper his business in dry goods and 

a wide assortment of such items as window glass, glue, whalebone, and 

metals, largely imported from Europe. He offered the property for 

sale in 1820, but before parting with it he opened a "reading academy" 

that imparted also arithmetic, geography, and other useful and necessary 

subjects. By 1887 the property housed a business dealing in furnaces, 

ranges, and plumbing, which occupied it more than thirty years, to be 

followed by various interests including an automobile dealer and 

finally a restaurant. It has been vacant for several years.
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Herbert C. Darbee Executive Secretary
ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission 26 May, 1969
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7£ Elm Street
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q _. State p... Local |x]
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Title State Liaison Officer

Bate 28 May, 1969
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Connecticut 0280
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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