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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL- (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old State House is a five bay brick structure, in 
the late Middle Ge_or£lLanstyle/ laid in Flemish bond In front 
and Liverpool bond atTn~e" sides, both of good workmanship. 
The intertable Is topped with marble and marble lintels sur 
mount the windows. There is a tanlight over the door and 
above it a Palladian window as the center of the second floor 
fenestration. The shingled hipped roof is topped with an 
octagonal cupola. The State^House was completely rebuilt in 
17y7~i792 on the site of a 1722 court house, incorporating 
all the hard brick and other salvageable materials of this 
predecessor.

Except for y^I^S^I^^^^J^^^^^^^I.^ 1 ^!^> which sub- 
stitute^ja mansard roof and bricked in Tnos't "oftHe Palladian 
window, exterior alterations to the State House have been in 
the form of aJUached wingSjiddedbeteer 3t£&- In

,^-Wl

1910 the original roof line and five second floor windows were 
restored to their pre-l§73 appearance. The enlargements are 
a ^£Ju?j5_JL¥P_ a,t,Q £,y^ JLnjl^Jbji sij^ine^n^^ajdhd i^. t_i on to,,,, ,t he.,, ̂ ajLl j bu lit in 
1Q5..6 and extended in. iH9*§-lQ97; a pi IJard rp..jfc_unda and soutrT"""" 

0: and an annex to the east in ?Q;??TT~§??r7~TrrTt7fcfl
1969 the rotunda was i^i\i6v^d^~TeavTng^an"Tfi'cUTT^picuous single- 
sTory "recessed structure between the original Old State House 
and the r e m o d e 11 ̂ .^Xorjme r so utj^_w i JTO^,_ now a

The interior of both the oldest section and the succes 
sive additions has been repeatedly altered to meet changing 
needs. Research to determine the nature and dates of these 
changes is far advanced. Restoration of the ori. ginal JLZQZ^ 
1J792_Stat^e jiouse i.-s_^chjedjaj.ned^ f oT^JSMlJXtlEliLkfj^Sj>

The State House stands on The Green, centrally located in 
the Colonial portion of Dover, It faces west, occuping, with 
the Supreme Court Bulding, all the east side of the small 
eighteenth century square. The State House shares The Green 
with Kent County Court House, private homes, several of them 
handsome, and former private homes converted to State or pro 
fessional office use. A four lane street, widened for extra 
parking in front of the State House, separates the tree-shaded 
grass plot from the buildings, nearly all of which open dir 
ectly on the sidewalk. Many are of eighteenth century date, 
some with Victorian facades. State Street, a portion of U.S. 
Alternate 113, bisects The Green parallel with the front of 
the State House.

To the east of The Green, adjacent to the newer rear addi 
tions to the State House, is a large open, space laid out circa 
1930, About it are centered additional small and medium 
sized State buildings erected in and after 1932 but of Georgian 
design to harmonize with the original structure. Together 
with the public buildings fronting on The Green, they comprise 
a Capitol Buildings Complex*
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ f i ca n t __u nit, both 
architecturally and historically, of the Cap! toT Bui Idings 
Complex which collectively comprises the Capitol of Delaware. 
With its immediate environs it is associated directly with 
most and indirectly with all of the legislative and executive 
decisions of this State since 1777. From 1792 to 1932 it was 
the sole seat of State government, while from 1722 until 1873 
it served also as Kent County Court House. Before it the 
Declaration of Independence was read and King George's portrait 
ceremonially burned in July, 1776. On or very near this site 
Delaware became the First State by ratification of the Federal 
Constitution on December 7, 1787. Within the building the 
General Assembly of this northern most slave state expressed 
"unqualified disapproval 11 of secession on January 3, 1861. Othe 
incidents of almost comparable significance which have occurrec 
in the Old State House, or nearly because it was there, might 
be drawn from almost any decade of ^elaware history.
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