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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old State House is a five bay brick structure, in

the late Middle Georgian style, laid in Flemish bond in front
iverpool bond é%‘fﬁ”’

The watertable is topped with marble and marble lgntels sur-
the windows. There is a fanlight over the door and
above it a Palladian window as the center of the second floor
tration. The shingled hipped rcof is topped with an
agonal cupola. The State House was completely rebuilt in
1787-1792 on the site of a 1722 court house, incorporating
all the hard brick and other salvageable materials of this

cessor.,

Except for unfortunate changes in 1873-1875, which sub-

€ sides, both of good workmanship.

stituted a mansard roof and bricked in most of the Palladian
window, exterior alterations to the State House have been in
the form of attached wings, added between 1836 and 1926. In

1910 the original roof line and five second floor windows were
restored to their pre-1873 appearance. The enlargements are
a brick two story.and basement addition to the. east, built in

1836 and extended in 1895-1897; a pillard rotunda and south
SYRETV | p.wing in 19101 and an annex to the east in 1925-1926. In 19684

ELDé,

Court

1969 the rotunda was removed, leaving &n INCoNsplcuous single-
story recessed structure between the original Old State House
and the remodelled former south wing, now a_separte Supreme

Building.

needs
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The State House stands on The Green, centrally located in
the Colonial portion of Dover. 1t faces west, occuping, with
the Supreme Court Bulding, all the east side of the small
eighteenth century square. The State House shares The Green
with Kent County Court House, private homes, several of them
handsome, and former private homes converted to State or pro-
onal office use. A four lane street, widened for extra
parking in front of the State House, separates the tree-shaded
grass plot from the buildings, nearly all of which open dir-

The interior of both the oldest section and the succes=~
sive additions has been repeatedly altered to meet changing
. Research to determine the nature and dates of these
changes is far advanced. of K
1792 State House is scheduled for the near future.

Restoration of the original 1787=-

on the sidewalk.,.

some with Victorian facades. State Street, a portion of U.S.
Alternate 113, bisects The Green parallel with the front of

tate House.
To the east of The

tions to the State House, is a large open space laid out circa
About it are centered additional small and medium
sized State buildings erected in and after 1932 but of Georgia
design to harmonize with the original structure. Together
with the public buildings fronting on The Green, they comprise
a Capitol Buildings Complex.

Many are of eighteenth century date,

Green, ad jacent to the newer rear addi
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old State House is the most significant unit, both
architecturally and historically, of the Capitol Buildings
Complex which collectively comprises the Capitol of lelaware.
With its immediate environs it is associated directly with
most and indirectly with all of the legislative and executiw
decisions of this State since 1777. From 1792 to 1932 it was
the sole seat of State government, while from 1722 until 1873
it served also as Kent County Court House. Before it the
Declaration of Independence was read and King George's portrait
ceremonially burned in July,1776. On or very near this site
Delaware became the First State by ratification of the Federal
Constitution on December 7, 1787. Within the building the
General Assembly of this northern most slave state expressed
"unqualified disapproval"™ of secession on January 3, 186l1. Othd
incidents of almost comparable significance which have occurred
in the Old State House, or nearly because it was there, might
be drawn from almost any decade of lelaware history.
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Hlstory Of Lelaware, J. Thomas

Pp.1032-103]

Historic Houses And Buildings Of Delaware,

Scharf,

Harold D. Eberlein

and Courtlandt V.D. Hubbard

Delaware A Guide To The First State,

“Dover, 196& pp.53-55

eds., New York,

Laws Of Delaware, passim;

1955, pp.185-186
Leglslative Journals;
Levy Court; Accounts of State and

Minutes of the
Country Treasurers and

other documents in the custody of the Public Archives Com-
mission.

Philadelphia, 1888, Vvol,IlI

Jeannette Eckman and othergd,
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As the designated State I.iaison Officer for the Na- . . o .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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