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Main Street in Ridgefield, Connecticut is a very picturesque street 
crowded with large trees which shade the deeply set eighteenth and 
nineteenth century houses. An area of small retail shops on Main Street 
forms the town center and the pervading atmosphere is one of a quiet 
suburban community.

On the right, just before reaching the small shopping area, is the 
Ridgefield Community Center or Lounsbury Mansion, set back one hundred 
twenty feet from the road. Ipt is approached along a semicircular drive 
passing through breaks in a ̂ srought iron fence. An immensely imposing 
house, the Lounsbury Mansion was built to resemble the Connecticut 
State Building at the Columbian Exposition, Chicago in 1893. It is a 
two and a half*story clapboard home of a very elaborate Neo-Classical 
style. A pedimented two story portico is supported by Ionic columns 
and is echoed both in the design of a f wraparound 1 porch with Doric 
column supports and in the pedimented dormers projecting from the 
mansard roof. The two chimneys as well as the foundation are of brick 
construction, and the body of the house is frame with clapboard siding.

The interior, designed on a monumental scale, is also decorated 
in the Neo-Classical style and reflects the elegance of turn-of-the- 
century high society. All the original work survives inside the house 
and there have been no design modifications on the exterior, making 
it an exceptionally fine property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1895, the Lounsbury Mansion, or Grovelawn, was the home of 
Phineas Chapman Lounsbury, businessman and politician. Lounsbury was 
born in Ridgefield, Connecticut, in 1844 and lived there until he served 
in the Civil War. After the war he and his older brother, George (who 
became governor in 1898) set up a shoe and boot manufacturing business 
in Norwalk, Connecticut.

In 1874 Phineas was elected to serve as a representative in the 
Connecticut state legislature, and in 1880 was a Presidential elector. 
His political career brought him much prestige and in 1887 he was elected 
governor of the state, a post he held for two years.

While attending the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, Phineas 
Lounsbury saw the Connecticut State Building in 'The White City 1 . He 
was so impressed with it that he had architect, Charles C. Northrop, 
design a very similar home for him on property he had purchased in 1889 
in Ridgefield. This home was named "Grovelawn".

In the early 1900 ? s Phineas Lounsbury became president of the Ex 
change Merchants Bank of New York but he maintained "Grovelawn" and 
frequently entertained his prominent, wealthy friends there. Sub 
sequently, some of these friends built lavish summer homes in Ridgefield.

Lounsbury resided at Grovelawn until his death in 1925, at which 
time the property was inherited by his niece. It was ibought from her 
by the town in 1945 and today serves as the Ridgefield Veterans* Mem 
orial Community Center.

It is a beautiful house, exemplary of the Neo-Classieal style and, 
being in fine condition it is a valuable element of the Main Street ir 
streetscape. More than that, however, its historic value, as a^jgovernors' 
home and as an imitation of the Connecticut State Building, make it 
an integral part of the history of the entire state.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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