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Third

Nebraska
COUNTY:

31
CODE

089
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OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

CD District jj£] Building

n Site Q Structure

D Object

D Public 

Private 

D Both

Public Acquisition: 

[XI In Process 

[ | Being Considered

Qj Occupied
i — i ii . j | _ | Unoccupied
r  i D   i | _ | Preservation work

in progress

Yes:

SI RestrictedIAJ
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1 — 1

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 1 Agricultural 

[^1 Commercial 

CD Educational 

[ | Entertainment

I I Government

CD Industrial

CD Military

CD Museum

I I Park

Q Private Residence
Q Religious

[ | Scientific

CD Transportation 

Q Other (Specify)

1 1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Clara P. Haqensick
STREET AND NUMBER:

910 East Phoenix
CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Island
STATE:

Nebraska

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

____Register of Deeds, Holt County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

No. 4th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

OVNeill

TITUE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: D Federal Q State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION
Excellent Qfl Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated [~] Ruins II Unexposed

(Check

Altered Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved [JJ3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nebraska State Bank building was built in 1882-83 and was probably 

the first brick structure in O'Neill. Moses P. Kinkaid was probably in­ 

strumental in the construction and design of the building. He is listed 

as a vice-president in the new bank's articles of incorporation and is rec­ 

ognized as part owner of the building.

The bank occupied the ground floor and Kinkaid used all three rooms of 

the second floor for his law offices. He continued to maintain these office 

until his death in 1922. It is interesting: to note that Kinkaid designed th 

offices on the second floor himself with double doors in every room - prob­ 

ably to keep noise outside the rooms and conversation private.

Kinkaid held various offices in the bank; in 1884 he is listed as at­ 

torney for the bank.' 'In 1885 he took over the position of president of the 

bank, holding it concurrently with an attorney for the firm until April of 

1886. Afier''th^ from the list of officers. In 

successive years "thre'e banks hgive occupied the building. Currently three 

businesses occupy the former bank on ground level. The top floor has re­ 

mained vacant.

The two-story, red brick and sandstone bank building remains today 

much as it was in the early 1900's. Two partitions have been placed in the
) i i ;,''  *"

lower level 'or first floor, and the bank fixtures removed. The rooms on the 

second floor, Kinkaid 1 s office from 1882 to 1922, remain as they were. The 

second level has not been used since the 1930's.

Some time during the I960 1 s the building suffered major exterior altera 

tion. The original"sandstone trim above the roofline was removed and re­ 

placed by a solid brick wall, which is stepped on two sides. With the re­ 

moval of this trim, the original integrity of the exterior has been modified
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7. Description (cont'd) page 2 of 2

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to restore the building to its

original appearance.

The Holt County Historical Society has undertaken a fund drive to pur­ 

chase the building. The Society plans to restore Kinkaid law offices on the 

second floor to their original condition. Many of Kinkaid's personal items 

are still available in the community and will be placed on display in his law 

office. The ground floor would be used as a county museum.

GP 0 921-724



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century Q 17th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE, (Cne-^k One or More as Appropriate),

Abor iginal

I I Prehistoric

CD Historic 

[~| Agriculture 

|~| Architecture r' '• 

D Art 

I | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

I | Conservation

| | Education

| | Engineering

| | Industry

[ | Invention

|| Landscape

	Architecture 

Q Literature

Q Military

D Music

§£] Political

Q Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

Q] Science

I | Sculpture

I | Social/Human­ 

itarian

[~| Theater

I | Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

HH Other CSpecify.)

STATEMENJ-JDF SIGNIFICANCE, , ,:

Moses Pierce Kinkaid moved to O'Neill in 1881. From 1887 to 1900 

he served as a district judge, and in 1902 he was elected to the U.S. 

House of Representatives. He served until 1922, dying shortly before 

the expiration.of his tenth term of office. No other Nebraska represen­ 

tative has equalled his length of service in the House, and only three 

United States Senators from Nebraska have served longer in Congress.

Kinkaid's congressional district contained most of the region known 

as the Nebraska Sandhills. At the time ,of; his election, the, homeste,ad 

laws limited a settler to a 160-acre claim. In the sandy, arid, regions, 

such as the Sandhills, this was too little land for either farming or 

cattle raising. Upon election, Moses P. Kinkaid initiated legislation 

to enlarge the size of a homestead, though such legislation had been de­ 

feated regularly, in previous sessions of Congress.

Kinkaid, however, succeeded in getting his legislation passed, and, 

on April :28, 19Q4, President Theodore Roosevelt signed the Kinkaid Land 

Act into law. Immigration into the Sandhills rapidly increased. In the 

first year, following the law's enactment, homestead entries in Nebraska in­ 

creased from 491,000 acres to 1,310,000 acres. Within ten years most of

the remaining government land in Nebraska was settled by "Kinkaiders"--
> ~ *, -

settlers who took the name of their benefactor.



Moses P. Kinkaid - National Archives, Washington, D. C. 

Biographical Dictionary of the American Congress (1971 edition)

Dictionary of American History; edited by James Truslow Adams, Vol. Ill 
2nd edition, 1940
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Arthur F. Mullen. "Western Democrat"
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Nebraska State Historical Society .-«, x:'ju> ?
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- tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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