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7. DeSCRtPTION

CONDITION
g] Excellent Q Good Q] Fair

{Check One)

I i Deteriorated I I Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
□ Altered Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved (H Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Between 1825 and 1827 a stone house was constructed near the settlement 
then known as German Settlement, now known as Aurora in Preston County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia, It was built by.Heriry Grimes as a dwelling.
In 184L-when the Northwestern Turnpike reached the community it was opened 
as a public inn to serve travelers along the turnpike. It was knowifars
the C^d.Ston^Inn, or the Red Horse Tavern; later it became known as
Brookside for the community in which it is located.

The building is of typical Pennsylvania German construction and consists 
of a main part containing one large downstairs room and three upstairs 
rooms with an attic above them. There are two circular staircases in this 
part. In a smaller one-room portion of the house there is a built-in bar, 
with a large fireplace and cupboards on either side of the fireplace. The 
main room also has a large fireplace, and there is one on the second floor, 
all three served by a common chimney with separate flues.

Walls were constructed of rubble stone and are two feet in thickness on 
the lower story and one foot, six inches thick on the upper story. Save 
for necessary minor mending, these walls are intact at present. The two 
parts of the house have trapdoors which lead to a full basement.

The use of wood is consistent and of suitable selection throughout the 
entire house. Most of the original timbers remain in place. First floor 
beams and flooring are of oak; second floor and attic beams are of hemlock 
and the flooring of pine. The roof, rafters, beams and roof strips are all 
of oak. Shingles were probably originally white oak "shakes"; now the 
roofing is hand riven cedar.

The window frames, sash, trim, doors, door frames, stairs and the three 
fireplace mantels are of yellow poplar. All „Qf__the _wppdjportionsL_of. the 
house seem to be original except for a few repairs and the cedar shingles 
on the roof.

The entire interior of the house has been repair-plastered and white­
washed, A notable furniture addition is a built-in four-door, eight-drawer 
cherry cupboard in the largest upstairs room.

Efforts have been made to keep the entire property intact, using as much 
of the original furniture as has been possible and replacing it when 
necessary with pieces suitable to the period and construction. The present
owner's artistic bent is attested by 
ings now housed in the building.
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1 I Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

BP Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1827 the Virginia General Assembly passed an act
Northwestern Turnpike to run from Winchester in the Shen^ndiafii^lley to 
Parkersburg on the Ohio River. This was to be Virginia's answer to the 
National Road a short distance northward in Maryland and Pennsylvania.

When the hew turnpike, after some necessary adjustments in route, reached 
the area in which Henry Grimes had constructed his stone house, the 
building was opened as an inn to accommodate the traveling public. Since 
a built-in bar was already in place, and since there was a large common 
room in the main portion of the house, the building was well suited to 
such a need.

To construct and oversee the engineering problems of this new highway, 
Virginia retained the services of Colonel Claudius Crozet, a Frenchman who 
had served with distinction as an artillery officer in Napoleon's Grand 
Army. After Napoleon's exile, Crozet, with other French officers, emi­
grated to America, and Crozet served as an instructor at the West Point 
Military Academy.

Crozet had the task of building a highway which traversed all of the 
Allegheny ridges between the Shenandoah and the Ohio River. In his 
necessary travels there is evidence that he stopped at the Grimes home 
which, in 1841, had been adapted to tavern use.

During the years before the Civil War, travel was very heavy on the North­
western Turnpike since it traversed the mountain ridges on easier grades 
than did the National Road. The Red Horse Tavern was one of the most 
heavily used on the entire turnpike, and many notable persons stopped there 
in passage between the Middle West and the East.

When the Civil War years came the Northwestern Turnpike was useful for the 
movement of troops. Most of the local residents were of Union sympat,hies, 
and during periods of Confederate raids or heavy bushwhacker activity the 
heavily wooded premises of the Red Horse Tavern were used by local people 
as a place of concealment for their horses and other livestock.

The Red Horse Tavern, also known as the Old Stone House, served as post 
office for the community. Early federal post office records show that in 
one year William H. Grimes received $65.50 as compensation for his services 
as postmaster at German Settlement, Preston County, Virginia.
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Allegheny ridges between the Shenandoah and the Ohio River. In his 
necessary travels there is evidence that he stopped at the Grimes home 
which, in 1841, had been adapted to tavern use. 
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western Turnpike since it traversed the mountain ridges on easier grades 
than did the National Road. The Red Horse Tavern was one of the most 
heavily used on the entire turnpike, and many notable persons stopped there 
in passage between the Middle West and the East. 

When the Civil War years came the Northwestern Turnpike was useful for the 
movement of troops. Most of the local residents were of Union sympa½hies, 
and during periods of Confederate raids or heavy bushwhacker activity the 
heavily wooded premises of the Red Horse Tavern were used by local people 
as a place of concealment for their horses and other livestock. 
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office for the community. Early federal post office records show that i n 
one year William H. Grimes received $65.50 as compensation for his services 
as postmaster at German .Settlement, Preston County, Virginia. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Architectural features of the Red Horse Tavern have been appreciated by many 
who have visited it. The nice joinery, the plan and proportions, the sim­
plicity and style, and the fact that it has escaped improvement butchery 
make it outstanding among the few early taverns along the Northwestern 
Turnpike.
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, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
^ INVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM
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RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED______

C

RED HORSE TAVERN, BROOKSIDE (AURORA VICINITY), PRESTON COUNTY, WV, 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 s 8 2__________

7. The subject property is a 5.284 acre tract adjacent to the Red Horse
Tavern, a building listed in the National Register of Historic Places (July 
2, 1973), and located approximately one mile east of Aurora at Brookside on 
the north side of U.S. Route 50 in Preston County, West Virginia. The acreage, 
abutting the Red Horse Tavern on its northwest elevation, is a generally level 
parcel of open meadow and pasture land that farms a scenic vista between Route 50 
and Rhine Creek on a north-south axis, and between the Red Horse Tavern and 
Cathedral State Park on an east-west axis.

8. The five-acre tract providing a backdrop for the Red Horse Tavern on its 
north and west elevations is significant as a natural and scenic area with 
strong historical ties and references to the old stone tavern. The property 
has a documented direct association with the tavern that extends well over a 
century into the past. William H. Grimes, a mid-nineteenth century proprietor 
of the tavern, and a relative of the tavern's builder, Henry Grimes, was owner 
of 1000 acres of land upon which the stone tavern was the principal building.

The Red Horse Tavern, a gable-roofed, two-story structure of rubble stone 
construction, was erected in 1825-27 (A stone bearing the initials GHG and the 
date 1827 appears in the gable at the east end of the building.), by Henry 
Grimes as a dwelling near the tiny village known in that day as German Settlement, 
and now called Aurora in Preston County, (West) Virginia. In 1841, the residence 
was opened as a tavern that served travelers along the busy Northwestern Turnpike.
In the words of Ambler and Simmers in West Virginia, The Mountain State;

The chief engineer of the Northwestern Turnpike was Charles B. Shaw, 
who was directed by Colonel Claudius Crozet, a French artillery officer 
who had served with Napoleon and was then the chief engineer of Virginia.
It was due largely to their skill and engineering ability that this 
highway was completed when it was, and that it became a popular thorough­
fare. Ignoring those sectional differences which cursed West Virginia 
from her earliest history, they chose a route passing by Romney, Burlington, 
Aurora, Fellowsville, Grafton, Clarksburg, West Union, and Pennsboro, 
over the best grades possible. From the Virginia line to Parkersburg,- 
all of the route, except eight and one-hald miles in Maryland, was in 
Virginia. At a total cost of $400,000, it was completed in 1838, and 
at once took rank among the main-traveled routes between the East and the 
West.

f
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7 . The subj·e·ct property is a 5. 284 acre tract adjacent to the Red Horse 
Tavern, a building listed in the National Register of Historic Places (July 
2, 1973), and located approximately one mile east of Aurora at Brookside on 
the north side of U.S. Route 50 in Preston County, West Virginia. The acreage, 
abutting the Red Horse Tavern on its northwest elevation, is a generall y level 
parcel of open meadow and pasture land that farms a scenic vista between Route SO 
and Rhine Creek on a north-south axis, and between the Red Horse Tavern and 
Cathedral State Park on an east-west axis . 

8 . The five- acre tract providing a backdrop for the Red Horse Tavern on its 
north and west elevations is significant as a natural and scenic area with 
strong historical ties and references to the old stone tavern. The property 
has a documented direct association with the tavern that extends well over a 
century into the past . William H. Grimes, a mid-nineteenth century proprietor 
of the tavern, and a relative of the tavern ' s builder, Henry Grimes, was owner 

~-- of 1000 acres of land upon which the stone tavern was the principal building. 

c· 
The Red Horse Tavern, a gable-roofed, two-story structure of rubble stone 

construction, was erected in 1825-27 {A stone bearing the initials GHG and the 
date 1827 appears in the gable at the east end of the building.), by Henry 
Grimes as a dwelling near the tiny village known in that day as German Settlement, 
and now called Aurora in Preston County, (West) Virginia. In 1841, the residence 
was opened as a tavern that served travelers along the busy Northwestern Turnpike. 
In the words of Ambler and Summers in West Virginia, The Mountain State : 

The chief engineer of the Northwestern Turnpike was Charles B. Shaw, 
who was directed by Colonel Claudius Crozet, a French artillery officer 
who had served with Napoleon and was then the chief engineer of Virginia . 
It was due largely to their skill and engineering ability that this 
highway ~as completed when it was, and that it became a popular thorough­
fare. Ignoring those sectional differences which cursed West Virginia 
from her ea=liest history, they chose a route passing by Romney, Burlington, 
Aurora , Fellowsvil le, Grafton, Clarksburg, West Union , and Pennsboro, 
over the best g=ades possible. From the Virginia l ine to Parkersburg,~ 
all of the route, except eight and one-hald miles in Maryland, was in 
Virginia . At a total cost of $400,000, it was completed in 1838, and 
at once took rank among the main-traveled routes between the East and the 
West. 
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The property adjacent to and north of the old stone tavern comprising 
the 5.284 acres that is proposed as an added (amended) area to the Red Horse 
Tavern National Register site, was used in part as a grazing and pasturage 
grounds for lierdsmen and drovers who regularly used the Northwestern Turnpike 
in the nineteenth century. The nearby parcel also provided space for kitchen 
vegetable gardens; and for the areas closer to the house, sites for minor 
buildings and dependencies.

The most important feature of the Red Horse Tavern grounds today (1979) 
relates to its scenic qualities that form a significant setting between the 
tavern and Cathedral State Park. To the east of the tavern and its meadow lands 
is the 126-acre Cathredral State Park, a sprawling grove of hemlock trees that 
comprise West Virginia only remaining sizable stand of virgin timber. The 
park assumes its name from the majestic, centuries-old trees that suggest in 
their cool, dark midst a cathedral-like reverence. Among the prizes of this 
forest are a hemlock with a circumference of 21 feet, a black cherry 13 feet 
ciround, and a red oak with a 9-foot circumference. The creation of Cathedral 
State Park was possible through the life-long efforts of a mountaineer, one 
Branson Haas (1875-1955), whose purchase of the property in 1922 and later 
sale to the state assured the preservation of the ancient groves.

At an elevation of 2500 feet above sea level, the Red Horse Tavern grounds 
and adjacent tracts are home to varieties of ferns, violets, Dutchman's Pipe, 
trillium, ground pine, trailing arbutus, bluets, lady's slipper, dogwood, and 
rhododendron. Rhine Creek, that forms the northern boundary of the meadows, is 
the headwater source of the Youghiogheny River.

The inclusion of the Red Horse Tavern grounds in the National Register will 
provide additional protection for the existing National Register property, and will 
assure that proper planning procedrues are observed in the conservation of the 
unique historical and natural qualities of the immediate area.
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The property adjacent to and north of the old stone tavern comprising 
the 5 . 284 acres that is proposed as an added (amended) area to the Red Horse 
Tavern National Register site, was usedin part as a grazing and pasturage 
grounds for berdsmen and drovers who regularly used the Northwestern Turnpike 
in the nineteenth century. The nearby parcel also provided space for kitchen 
vegetable gardens; and for the areas closer to the house, sites for minor 
buildings and dependencies. 

The most important feature of the Red Horse Tavern groundstoday (1979) 
relates to its scenic qualities that form a significant setting between the 
tavern and Cathedral State Park. To the east of the tavern and its meadow lands 
is the 126-acre Cathredral State Park, a sprawling grove of hemlock trees that 
comprise West Virginia only remaining sizable stand of virgin timber . The 
park assumes its name f r om the majestic, centuries-old trees that suggest in 
their cool, dark midst a cathedral-like reverence. Among the prizes of this 
forest are a hemlock with a circumference of 21 feet, a black cherry 13 feet 
around, and a red oak with a 9-foot circumference. The creation of Cathedral 
State Park was possible through the life-long efforts of a mountaineer, one 
Branson Haas (1875- 1955) , whose purchase of the pro?erty in 1922 and later 
sale to the state assured the preservation of the ancient groves. 

Ataneleva~ion of 2500 feet above sea l evel, the Red Horse Tavern grounds 
and adjacent tracts are home to varieties of ferns, violets, Dutchman ' s Pipe, 
trillium, ground pine, trailing arbutus , bluets , lady's slipper, dogwood, and 
rhododendron. Rhine Creek, that forms the northern boundary of the meadows, is 
the headwater source of the Youghiogheny River . 

The inclusion of the Red Horse Tavern grounds in the National Register will 
provide additional prote~tion for the existing National Register property, and will 
assure that proper planning procedrues are observed in the conservation of the 
unique historical and natural qual i t i es of the immediate area. 
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9. Ambler, Charles H., and Festus P. Summers. West Virginia; The Mountain State. 
Englewood'Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1958, pp. 152-53.

Deeds of the Preston County Court, Kingwood, W.Va., Vol. 26 (1868-69), p. 28;
Vol. 28 (1869-71), p. 319; Vol. 33 (1871-71), p. 252-54; Vol. 36 (1872-73), 
pp. 277-80.

Colander, Valerie N., "Old Stone Tavern Challenges Preston," Sunday-Dominion 
Past Panorama, Morgantown, WV, Oct. 29, 1978, pp. 8-9.

■ '■'! ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hill, Frank. "Appalachian Treasure." Cathedral State Park brochure, W.Va. Dept, 
of Natural Resources, n.d., n.p.

Surveyor's Records of Preston County. Kingwood, W.Va., vol. 2 (1810-1970), p. 128.

10. Acreage of property: 5.284
^ Quadrangle: Aurora, W.Va.

Scale: 1:24,000c UTM: 17/626 520/4353 860

Verbal Boundary Description

The 5.284 acre tract at the Red Horse Tavern is bound on the south by U.S. Route 
50, approximately one mile east of Aurora at Brookside, Preston County, W.Va. 
Beginning at a point slightly west of the stone building on Route 50, the boundary 
runs northward to Rhine Creek, westward along and including Rhine Creek, and south­
ward along the boundary with Andrew Mance, thence southwestward to the boxmdary 
of Cathedral State Park, and thence southeastward to U.S. Route 50 (see legal 
survey of subject property with red line) .
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9. Ambler, Charles H., and Festus P . Summers . West Virginia: The Mountain State. 

E::1gl e:,ood ·cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1958, pp. 152- 53. 

Deeds of the Preston County Court , Kingwood, W.Va ., Vol . 26 (1868-69), p. 28; 

') : Vol. 28 (1869-71), p. 319; Vol. 33 (1871- 71), p. 252- 54; Vol. 36 (1872-73), 

pp. 277-80. 
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Colander, Valerie N. , "Old Stone Tavern Challenges Preston, " Sunday-Dominion 

Past Panorama, Morgantown, WV, Oct. 29, 1978, pp. 8- 9 . 

Hill, Frank. "Appalachian Treasure." ca·thedral State Park brochure , W.Va. Dept. 

of Natural Resources, n.d . , n .p. 

Surveyor's Records of Preston County. Kingwood, w. Va . , vol. 2 (1810-1970), p. 128. 

Acreage of property: 5.284 
Quadrangle : Aurora, w. va. 
Scale: 1:24,000 

UTM: 17/626 520/4353 860 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The 5.284 acre tract at the Red Horse Tavern is bound on the south by U.S. Route 

50, approximately one mile east of Aurora at Brookside, Preston County, W.Va. 

Beginning at a point slightly west: of the stone building on Route 50, the boundary .. 

runs northward to R.,ine Creek, westward along and including Rhine Creek, and south­

ward along the boundary with Andrew Mance, thence southwestward to the boundary 

of Cat~edral State Park, and thence southeastward to U.S. Route 50 (see legal 

survey of subject prope~ty with red line). 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE WEST VIRGINIA

Date Entered

Name Location

Rmd Horse Tavern Aurora vicinity 
Preston County

Boundary Increase approved May 4, 1979.

Also Notified

NR Byers/bjr 5/8/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.

Name 

Red Horae Tavern 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE WEST VIRGINIA 

Date Entered 

Location 

Aurora vicinity 
Preston County 

Boundary increaae approved May 4, 1979. 

Also Notified 

L,: ___ B_y_ers/bjr 5/8/79 

MAY f 1979 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401 . 
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NPS Fonn 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

0MB No. 1024-0018 

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet 

Red Horse Tavern (additional documentation) 
Name of Property 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

RECEIVED 2280 
(Expires /31/20 I 

MAR 2 2 2013 

NAT. e I Tl.::n OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Preston County, West Virginia 
County and State 

As the desig11n1cd nuthorily under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify 1lu11 rhis 
request for · · · · · · documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places an requirements set for in 36 'FR Pnrt 60. In my opinion, the property 18! meets 0 
docs no ·omrnend Urnt 1his property be considered slgnificanl 
D n . . . - • , -· 

Slgnm c of certifying omciulrri tlc 

West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opini n, the property 
comments.) 

does not meet th · Nmionnl Register criteria. (0 See Continuation shcel ror additional 

Signature of certifying officialrritle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Explanation of amendment: 

Red Horse Tavern (Brookside Inn) was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 for its local 
architectural significance as well as its local importance as a tavern along the Northwestern Turnpike. The 
nomination listed the period of significance simply as "19th century." This amendment seeks to adjust the 
period of significance to 1827 and 1841 to 1882. 

See the attached continuation sheet for justification. 



NPS Forrn 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

0MB No. \ 024-00 18 

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet 

Red Horse Tavern (additional documentation) 
Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 

(Expires 5/3112012) 

Preston County, West Virginia 
County and State 

The 1973 nomination for Red Horse Tavern (Brookside Inn) lists the period of significance generally as "19th 

century." Under Criterion C: Architecture, the period of significance should be the date of construction, 1827. 
For its signjficance as a tavern along the Northwestern Turnpike, the period of significance should reflect only 
the years it served in that capacity. The tavern operated as a significant local establishment from 1841 to 1882 
when it was sold to Christian Selders. Thus, the period of significance for the Brookside Inn should be 1827 
and 1841 to 1882. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Red Horse Tavern 

STATE & COUNTY: WEST VIRGINIA, Preston 

DATE RECEIVED: 3/22/13 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 5/08/13 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 73001923 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DATE -------

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM. /CRIT 

TELEPHONE ------------

DISCIPLINE ~ 
DATE ,5--~· l / 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VEST VIEGI?aA 

Date Entered JUi- ^

Name

Bed Horse 7evean&» Old Stone House

Koxthington* Bobert^ House (Ple(3mat} . 

Washington* Charles, House (Happy Retreat)

Location

Aurora vicinity 
Preston County

Charles Town vlelaitsr 
Jefferson County

Charles Town 
Jefferson County

Also Notified

Hon. Jennings Randolph 
Hon# Robert C. Byrd 
Hon* Hiurl^ 0* Staggers

Director, Northeast Region

T/10/73

State Rldtorlc Preservation Officer 
Dr* XiConard M* Davis 
West Virginia Ihiverslty 
Departsent of Speech C«aaauaicetions 
Puritan Kouee
Itorgantown, West Virginia ^50^

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE WI'.S'l' VIRGINIA 

Date Entered JUL 2 1973 

Name Location 

L~~ .. -~~~e Ta-vern, Old Gtone Houa• 

Worthington• Robert I House (Piedmont) 

AUl'Ora vicinity 
Preston County 

Charles TO\m "1cin1ty 
Jetterson County 

Washington, Charles• Rouse (Happy Retreat) Ch..'\rlea Tawn 
Jetteraon •County 

Also Notified 

Hon. J enninzs Randolph 
lion. Robert c. Isyrd 
Ron. luu-le;r o. Staggers 

Director, Northeast Region 

[J.i~,Rlott;jal 7/10/73 

State IU.otorlc Preservation Officer 
Dr. Leonard fl. Davis 
West Vireinio. University-
Department ot Speech Commmicatlona 
Puri tan I:'.ouse 
Morga.ntow, Weet Virginia 26506 



7:>oo/fzs
Property (i£j~ oUtt**,

TAX REFORM ACT

state , Working Number

BOUim^UlY l^EXLISION ^
INCREASE
DECREASE
MOVE

1^1 E

TECHNICAL 
Photos.
Msps y ■ /

CONTiKK

S/X^ w*j ^ ,-3/4rvfv«^^^ fi*n c^~py\MLL^i- h\Jct^ A KISTOIHAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTOB-IAN

AJiiAKi Sf-lpo ,l/x4^ jCn^cAza^ AjCc^ -

/■hyt^_____________________________________ 5y<//^?f..
S^^acnji jsju^'fi^d a^
I ^ --^V. <r y/1 /I /"I A i. ^-/f yc^ > >*yi . . . —/ . /^ ‘'“v~^ ~~ .vV “ ." ''

c'^^/REVIEW^Ul'HT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

I HEREBYMRTI9Y TILAT TE A’ REyif/ION IS ACCEPTED

DATE
ieperUf the N^IONAL^REGI^ER

DATE ^/^ / 7f^ATTEST: y/J/>jA
CHIEF, B1

THIS FORJI IS TO BE /iLED WITH THE NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION. 
State notified y / Federal Regi-ster Control Cards___

INT:880-78

, 
I 

-----~---~~-, .. --- . -ARCHITECTURAL HISTOH.lAN 

KEEPER 



AC (304) 292-1527

State of West Virginia

ANTIQUITIES COMMISSION
Oid Mountainlair 

West Virginia University 
Morgantown 26506

May 30, 1973

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed for your reviev; is the completed Inventory-Nomination Form 
for the Brookside Inn which is located near Aurora, Preston County,
West Virginia.

This site has been approved by the West Virginia Antiquities Commission 
and the Governor's Board of Review for inclusion in the National Reg­
ister of Historic Places.

\

Thank you.

/mg
enclosure

Sincerely,

Paul H. Price, Chairman 
West /Virginia Antiquities Cc ission

Madride G. Brooks
State/Historic Preservation Officer

State of West Virginia 

ANTIQUITIES COMMISSION 

AC (304) 292-1527 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper 

Old Mountainlair 
West Virginia University 

Morgantown 26506 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

May 30, 1973 

Enclosed for your review is the completed Inventory-Nomination Form 
for the Brookside Inn which is located near Aurora, Preston County, 
West Virginia. 

This site has been approved by the West Virginia Antiquities Commission 
and the Governor's Board of Review for inclusion in the National Reg­
ister of Historic Places. 

Thank you. 

/mg 
enclosure 

Paul H. Price, Chairman i:::n;que::tion 
e G. Brooks 
Historic Preservation Officer 



DEPARTMEMT OF CULTURE AND HISTORY

lllililll

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, GOVERNOR 

Norman L. Fagan, Commissioner

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT Clarence E. Moran, AIA, Director

February 26, 1979

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building
440 G.' Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

c

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am submitting for your consideration the materials necessary for amending 
the National Register nomination of the Red Horse Tavern near Aurora, Preston 
County, West Virginia, to include an adjacent five-acre tract.

The inclusion of the Red Horse Tavern groxinds in the National Register will 
provide additional protection for the existing National Register property, and 
will assure that proper planning procedures are observed in the conservation of 
the unique historical and natural qualities of the immediate area.

This amended nomination has been approved by the State Board of Review for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

__
Clarence E. Moran, AIA
State Historic Preservation Officer

CEM/BSC:rc3b

Enclosures

v;-::

THE CULTURAL CENTER / CAPITOL COMPLEX / CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA / 25305 / 304»348»<' /

C 

...... 

1
1 

'l ~n11111H ·~· 

February 26, 1979 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

Pension Building 
440 G. · Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND HISTORY 

ST A TE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, GOVERNOR 

Norman L. Fagan. Commissioner 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT Clarence E. Moran, AIA, Director 

I am submitting for your consideration the materials necessary for amending 

the National Register nomination of the Red Horse Tavern near Aurora, Preston 

County, West Virginia , to include an adjacent five- acre tract . 

The inclusion of the Red Horse Tavern grounds in the National Register will 

provide additional protection for the existing National Register property, and 

will assure that proper planni ng procedures are observed in the conservation o f 

the unique historical and natural qualities of the i=ediate area. 

This amended nominat ion has been approved by t~e State Board of Review for 

inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerely, 

Clarer.ce E. Moran, AIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CEM/RSC;rdb 

Enclosures 

THE CULTURAL CENTER / CAPITOL COMPLEX CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA / 25305 / 304 • 348 • ' ,1 



DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND HISTORY
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, GOVERNOR 
Norman L. Fagan, Commissioner

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT Clarence E. Moran, AIA, Director

April 26, 1979

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building
440 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

ATTENTION: Brad Frandsem

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

RE; Consideration of materials necessary 
for amending the National Register 
nomination of the Red Horse Tavern 
near Aurora, Preston County, West Virginia

An enlargement of the boundary of this National Register site is 
recommended by reason of its possession of previously unrecognized significance 
in American, state, and local history.

This amended nomination has been approved by the State Review Board of 
Review for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

Clarence E. Moran, AIA
State Historic Preservation Officer

CEM/pjh;rsc

THE CULTURAL CENTER / CAPITOL COMPLEX / CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA / 25305 / 304»348*0240

April 26 , 1979 

Dr. William Murtagh 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND HISTORY 

ST ATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, GOVERNOR 

Norman L. Fagan, Commissioner 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT Clarence E. Moran, AIA, Director 

Keeper of the National Register 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

ATTENTION: Brad Frandsem 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

RE : Consideration of materials necessary 
for amending the National Register 
nomination of the Red Horse Tavern 
near Aurora, Preston County, West Virginia 

An enlargement of the boundary of this National Register site is 
recommended by reason of its possession of previously unrecognized significance 
in American, state, and local history. 

This amended nomination has been upproved by the State Review Board of 
Review for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Pl aces. 

Sincerely, 

Clarence E. Moran, AIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CEM/pjh;rsc 

THE CULTURAL CENTER / CAPITOL COMPLEX / CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA / 25305 / 304• 348•0240 
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NAME OF PROPERTY STATE

Date Information Requested/Date Put in "Hold" Drawer:

^/r/79Date to Be Pulled from "Hold" Drawer: 
(30 Days from Date Requested)

Information Requested From:

Information Requested/Reason Nomination Is Being Held:

L

'OivCWtM.

f Reviewer

NA.'1E OF PROPERTY ----4~L.....=..:::.~d..:...J...4.~z,.:z...(__-:=..t../4_~,:__~ ____ _ 

Date Information Requested/Date Put in "Hold" Drawer: 

Date to Be Pulled from "Hold" Drawer: 
(30 Days from Date Requested) 

Information Requested From: 

l ' 7 

Information Requested/Reason Nomination Is Being Held: 

~ t -'?-RA,.J 

;tu..e,._ {,.J? 11- o/r"r',,__t,;- ./4-nt,J "t 
~ 

~ rl,,.J-,~. 



0MB Approval No. 29-B0213

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
>• JpPE □ PREAPPLICATION 

ACTION ^ APPLICATION
□ NOTIFICATiCN OF INTENT (Opt) 

So«) □ REPOOT OF FEDERAL ACTION

2. APPLI­ a. NUMBER 3. STATE a. NUMBER
CANT'S APPLIC.A-

TtfIM PNRS-A; #75081001
APPLI­ b. DATE 1 iwnIDENTI­ b. DATE year month (<av
CATION Year

19 76
month
8 -I FIER ASSIGNED 1975 8 11

Leave
Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

: State Historic Preservation Office 
; West Virginia Antiquities Commission 
; P.O. Box 630
; Morgantown «. county : Monongalia
; West Virginia g. zip Coda: 26505

b. Contact Porson (Worn# Leonard M. Davis 
i telephone No.) : AP 304 296-1791____________________________________

a. Applicant Hama
b. Organization Unit 
a. Straet/P.O. Bax 
d. City
f. SUta

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

55-049-3857-001

PRO­
GRAM
(From
Federal
Catalog)

a. HUMBERh. I5 I* b b I4
b. TITLE

Historic Preservation

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 
Red Horse Tavern, Old Stone House, development 
project. Project work Involves reconstruction of 
rear two-story wooden gallery. Source of non- 
federal match is private funds and donated services.

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
A-Stata
S-tntentata
C-Sub$tata

District
0-County
E-City
F-School District 
G-Spacial Purpose District

H-Coimnunity Action Agency 
I- Higher Educational Institution 
J- Indian Tribe 
K-Othar (Sjxcs/v):

Enter appropriate letter [

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-ln$uranca
B-Supplamantal Grant E-Othar 
C-Loan Enter appro­

priate letter(e)

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT INamee of eitiee, eountiee,
Staiee, ete.)

Aurora, Preston County, West Virginia
11. ESTIMATED NUM­

BER OF PERSONS BENEFITING

Statewide

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New C-Ravision E-Augmsntatioo 
B-Ranewal D-Continuation 1—

Enter appropriate letter K

PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 2nd. 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For lie or lie)

a. FEDERAL S 3,050 .00~ a. APPLICANT b. PROJECT
A-Increase Dollars F-Othar (Specify):
B-Decrease Dollars
C-Incrcese Durstion HA.

b. APPLICANT 3,050 .00 State Preston County
e. STATE .00 16. PROJECT START

DATE Year month dag19 see #34
17. PROJECTDURATION

3 6 Montrie

E-Cancailation
Enter appro­
priate letter(t)d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00 13. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^

Year month dag 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

1. TOTAL s 6,100 .00 R 54-76-00058-00

ZO. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code)

National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240
21, REMARKS ADDED 

□ Yen n NoM-
THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THAT^

23.
CERTIFYING 
REPRE- 
SENTATIVE

a. To the beat of my knowledge and belief, 
data in this praap^^ication/application are 
true and correct, the document has bean 
duly authorized by the governing body of 
the applicant and the applicant will comply 
with the attached assurances if the assist­
ance is approved.

b. if required by 0M8 Circular A-95 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- Noro- 
aUuctions therein, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses are attached: eponte

Reeponee
attached

(1, State Clearinghouse
C2>
(3)

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE 
Leonard M. Davis 
State Historic Preservation

24. AGENCY NAME
Department of the Interior

Officeat^

IGNATURE

□o□c. DATE SIGNED
year month dag

« 76V 8
25. APPLICA- year month dag TION
RECEIVED 19 76 8 30

26. ORGANIZATIONAL
National

UNIT
Park Service

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Division of Grants

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION IDENTIFICATION

29. ADDRESS
18th & C Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240

30. FEDERAL GRANT
54"-7g‘-TO§%-oo

31. ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING Year month dag 34. Year month dag

ig a. AWARDED 
□ b. REJECTED

a. FEDERAL j 3,050 .00 33. ACTION DATE ► j9 77 1 3 STARTING 77 1 3
DATE 19

b. APPLICANT 3,050 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 36. Year month dag

□ e. RETURNED FOR 
AMENDMENT

e. STATE .00 ■ iwiw \aai*aa»« aazaa* ENDING 80 1 7
DATE 19

d. LOCAL .00 Peter D. Herrick 37. REMARKS ADDED
□ d. DEFERRED e. OTHER .00 (202) 523-5054
□ a. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL $ 6.100 .00 □ Ya« QNo
38.

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

a. In taking abovt action, any commente received from clearinghouses wore con­
sidered. If agency response U duo under provisions of Part 1, 0MB Circular A-9S, 
it hot boon or it boing made.

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.)

same as #35

FCa%»*u •be.** b 1 (*»/“/•/»

. • - - - - - -- - - ·- ---..,, - - •# #, . .. 
I '- • • •• • • • •• • • • •• • •• • •• •.,•• -. ., 

0MB Approval No. 29-R0218 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
1, TYPE 

OF 
ACTION 

(Mark ap. 
proJ)1'iaC. 
bo:a:) 

0 PR£APPLICATION 
Ii] Ar-PL:CATION 
0 NOTIFICATICN OF INTENT (Cpl) 
0 RfPOnT OF FEDC~L ACTION 

4. UGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

2. APPLI• 
CANT'S 
APPLI­
CATION 

a. NUMBER 

b. DATE 
Ye11r fflOfttA 

1976 8 

: State Historic Preservation Office 

"i~ 

,. Applicant Name 

II. Or,anlzatlon Unit 

~. Strltt/P.O. IBOJt 

d. Cit, 

: West Virginia Antiquities Commission 
: P .o. Box 630 

. : Morgantown 
f. State : West Virginia 
It. Coatact Person (Na1M Leonard M. Davis 

• · Count, : Monongalia 
I, ZIP Code: 26505 

3. STATE a. NUMBER 

APPLIC.'-
TION 

PNRS-A; #75081001 
IOENTI- b. DATE Year MOJIII, cla11 
FIER ASSIGNED 1975 8 11 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

55-049-3857-001 

6. 
PRO­
GRAM 
(FrOM 
F~ 
Catolo") 

t. NUMDER b. Is I• b b 14 
II. TITLE 

Historic Preservation 

:! 1-::-..c:ct;:..;.te:....l•:.:1>:.;.:lt.:..°":.;.:•:....N:.;.:..o.°'-)---'::..~:ar......,.1.l..:n1£JL1. _ _.'.).._'Q.:..i.!i::,--'_..i· 1._7!..9,t..1 ..... 1 _____________ +------lL---------------
. ii 7, TITLE ANO DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

5 Red Horse Tavern, Old Stone House, development I project. Project work involves reconstruction of g rear two-story wooden gallery. Source of non­

A-State II-Community Action Atency 
8-lnlmtata 1- Hicher Educa llonal Institution 
C-Substate .I- Indian Tribe 

District K---Other (SJHn/'1/): 
0-COunty 
E-City 

' federal match is private funds and donated services. 
F- School Olstrid 
C-Sptci1I Purpose 

District 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic G.ant D-lnsuranc, 

! 

ti 10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Name• of citiu, c:ovntiu, 
Stotu, •tc:.) 

8-Suppl,mantal Grant E--Other 
C-loin 

11, ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
BER OF PERSO NS A-New C-Rtvision E-Au&mentation 

Aurora, Preston County, West Virginie BENEFITING 8-llenewal D-Continualion 
Statewide E .. ter appropriat .• letlcr ~ 

13. PROPOSED FUtlDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 2nd. 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For Uc or Ue) 

a. FEDERAL $ 3, 050 .00 •· APPLICAllT b. PROJ ECT tb",c~~':. i0
~1
1
1~~s F-Olhar (S;,en/'1/): 

r-----+-'--3,,,a-.,,0..,5""0,,__ __ ...;_~ C-lncrease Durstion NA 
b. APPLICANT , .OD State Preston County D-Decrmo Duration 

c. STATE 00 16- PROJECT START 17, PROJECT E-C.ncallatlon 
~--'---+-------..;•c.:.:...i OATE l'wrmon~4a11 DURATION 

d. LOCAL .00 19 see ff 36 M ont/u 
E..t•r appro- I 
Fiat• utter ( ,J 

e. OTHER 00 13. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
i--------------· --1 BE SUBMITTl:'.O TO ,. TOTAL s 6,100 .00 FEDERAL AGENCY ► 

Ycor fflOftth C:a11 

A 

19, EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

54-76-00058-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQ UEST (Na-, Citr, State, ZIP oou) 21, REMARKS AOOEO 

National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240 □ Yea O No 

II! 22. ,. To the tlit of 111y inowledt • and h lid , b. If requ i,.d by 0MB Circular .A-95 this apcl ication was submitted, pursuant lo In, Nor .. 
o data In this preapplicatlon/applicalion art atruclio111 tltertiA, to 1pp:oprial1 cl11rin1houses and all responses are altKhtd: •-• 5 THE true and c:outct, tit• ~ocument has bHn 
C: APPLlt:ANT duly authorized by tit• 1owmin1 body of (1) State Clearinghouse 

! 
CERTIFIES t111 awllc:anl and Uta applicant will comply 
THAT ► with the attached 1$1Ur■ ncts II tb1 usltt- (2) 

ance Is approved. (l) f /'J / I 

□ 
□ 
□ 

R UJ>ON~ 
cUaclt«i 

B 
□ 

23, , . TYPED NAME AND TITLE ---...•• ~l~HATU, RE yl . & ,J, r

1

e. DATE SICN~-r I CERTIFYING Leonard M. Davis ,.. 1✓ ft. ·- '"'"'" """ REPRE• lq ,( /l . / / / 
SENTATIVE State Historic Preservation ~.'.f •d!t-L, . _. . , , { A fM~ '} 19 76 8 25 
24. AGENCY NAME offic~ , 

Department of the Interior 
26- ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

s National Park Service 
I 29. ADDRESS 

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Division of Grants 

j 18th & C Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240 
I Sl. ACTION TAK:CN 32. FUNDING 

!-

S 1. AWARDED a. FEDERAL $ 3,050 

D 11. REJ(CTED b. APPLICANT 3,050 .00 35. CONTACT FOR AOOI YI ONAL INFORMA· 
1--------1,-----~-----t TION (Ne.,,.. alld C<:uph011• ,n,mbn-) 

0 c. RETURNED FOR c. STAT!: .00 

AMENDMENT d. LOCAL .oo Peter D. Herrick 

.00 33. ,\CTION DATE ► 

~~:PPLICA· Ye.- tn011t-' "411 

RECEIVED 19 76 8 3C 
28, FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

34. y- •ontA GGI/ 

STARTING 7 7 1 3 
DATE 19 
36- Y c... moxl-' cla11 

5~~tG 19 80 1 2 
37, REMARKS ADDEO 

I ' .□!=-•-· _oE-fE_RR_E_o_-+..;.:c • • _o_n.:.;;1Ec:.:R :::...__~ _ __,,:..s.::::=-"'-_.:.;.oo:..::...i.---(-20_2_)_5_2_3_-.... s_o_5_4 ____ ~ --==---=----i ... □ a. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL $ 6 .100 .00 0 YN t9No 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION 

a. In lakin1 above eelion, any comments rocaivtd from cl1& rinehousts wor• con­
sidered. If aeoncy rn F(>n:e 1, duo unG,r prcr.itiona of Part 1, 011.B Circular 1,-95, 
It h.11 bo.n o, is bt ln& made. 

b. FEDERAi. A:lENC'f A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Na111• GM c,teplu, ... ffO,) 

same as 1135 



r

M

%■

W:.
■ g- i ■

,;?&■ .

f'ft-
• ' ■•- ■-

I
Im
.. 'r>'^ :,

'VI

;t

NATIONAL REGISTER ASSESSMENT

PROPERTY NAME
'~y-‘udc^duddz^ , dLt~u,^-y\U<y^

SIGNIFICANCE:

AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE

a. \^aa j

7^ <r>od

SPECIFIC DATES /2:i5-/?^i

EVALDATED SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
STATE IS

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL

DATE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY COMMISSION APPROVAL:

DATE OF STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER’S SIGNATURE: /f 73

DATE NOMINATION WAS SENT TO WASHINGTON, D.C.:

DATE LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER: ^ JS, , /f 73
—^7 V

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

CD "^^4-7(,-c>oo5^-oo

00-/0 //d^s

... , 
'. 

C 
NATIONAL RF.GISTER ASSE.5SMENT 

PROPERTY NAME: ILi_ ~~~)av_~~ 

~~)JO~~ 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE 

SPF.CITIC DATFS 

EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THIS PROPERTY WTillIN THE 
STATE IS 

NATIONAL STATE y_ LOCAL 

DATE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY COMMISSION APPROVAL: _______ _ 

DATE OF STATE HISTORIC PRFSERVATION OFFICER'S SIGNATURE: ¾: 301 1'17 3 

DATE NOMINATION WAS SENT TO WASHINGTON, D.C.: _________ _ 

DATE LISTED ON THE NATIONAL RF.GISTER.: 

CONGRFSSIONAL DISTRICT: 

''-'.. (1)/j~-J~ ;::7~ 'Jtc-. #S~-71,,·000.S?'OO 

t €)~ ,O~: -P-5¥,-1~0-10 lie.Rs 

•• • t 



• • • ,

(

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICfe 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY RZPEIl TO:

The Director of the National Park Service 

Ronald H. Walker

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the 

enclosed sheet has been nominated hy the State Historic Preservation 

Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as 

amended. It has accordingly been entered in the National Register 

of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register is 

enclosed for your information end conviniencp.
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EH REPLY un-. TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

The Director of the National Park Service 

Ronald H. Walker 

• ••♦ 

. .. ·.· 

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the 

enclosed sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation 

Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89- 665 (80 Stat . 915), as 

amended. It has accordingly been entered in the National Register 

of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register is 
i 

enclosed for your information arid convinience. 

Entlosures 
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|7. DESCRIPTION

c
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c.

CONOmON
JC] Excallent LJ Good Q Foir

(Check One) 
n Do««rioroted n Ruins LI Unexposad

(Check One)
rn Altarad ^ Unoltarad

(Check One)
n Movad IS Original Sita

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i( known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Between 1825 and 1827 a stone house was constructed near the settlement 
then known as German Settlement, now known as Aurora in Preston County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia. It was built by Henry Grimes as a dwelling, 
in 1841 when the Northwestern Turnpike reached the community it was opened 
as a public inn to serve travelers along the turnpike. It was known as 
the Old Stone Inn, or the Red Horse Tavern; later it became known as 
Brookside for the community in which it is located.

The building is of typical Pennsylvania German construction and consists 
of a main part containing one large downstairs room and three upstairs 
rooms with an attic above them. There are two circular staircases in this 
part. In a smaller one-room portion of the house there is a built-in bar, 
with a large fireplace and= cupboards on either side of the fireplace. The 
main room also has a large fireplace, and there is one on the second floor, 
all three served by a common chimney with separate flues.

Walls were constructed of rubble stone and are two feet in thickness on 
the lower story and one foot, six inches thick on the upper story. Save 
for necessary minor mending, these walls are intact at present. The two 
parts of the house have trapdoors which lead to a full basement.

The use of wood is consistent and of suitable selection throughout the 
entire house. Most of the original timbers remain in place. First floor 
beams and flooring are of oak; second floor and attic beams are of hemlock 
and the flooring of pine. The roof, rafters, beams and roof strips are all 
of oak. Shingles were probably originally white oak "shakes"; now the 
roofing is hand riven cedar.

The window frames, sash, trim, doors, door frames, stairs and the three 
fireplace mantels are of yellow poplar. All of the wood portions of the 
house seem to be original except for a few repairs and the cedar shingles 
on the roof. ^

The entire interior of the house has been repair-plastered and white­
washed. A notable furniture addition is a built-in four-door, eight-drawer 
cherry cupboard in the largest upstairs room.

Efforts have been made to keep the entire property intact, using as much 
of the original furniture as has been possible and replacing it when 
necessary with pieces suitable to the period and construction. The present 
owner's artistic bent is attested by a fine collection of American paint­
ings now housed in the building.
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CONDITION 
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OESC~IBE: THE PRESENT ANO OAIGINAL. (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins CJ Une•posed 

(Check Ono) 

[l Moved IX) Originol Site 

Between 1825 and 1827 a stone house was constructed near the settlement 
then known as German Settlement, now known as Aurora in Preston County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia. It was built by Henry Grimes as a dwelling, 
in 1841 when the Northwestern Turnpike reached the conmunity it was opened 
as a public inn to serve travelers along the turnpike. It was known as 
the Old Stone Inn, or the Red Horse Tavern; later . it became known as 
Brookside for the community in which it is located. · 

The building -is of typical Pennsylvania German construction and consists 
of a main part containing one large downstairs room and three upstairs 
rooms with an attic above the·m. There are two circular staircases in this 
part. In a smaller one-room portion of the house there is a built-in bar, 
with a large fireplace and: cupboards on either side of the fireplace : · The 
main room also has a large fireplace, and there is one on the second floor, 
all three served by a common chinmey with separate flues. 

Walls were constructed of rubble. stone and are two feet in thickness on 
the l ower story and one foot, six inches thick on the upper story. Save 
for necessary minor mending, these walls are intact at present. The two 
parts of the house have trapdoors which lead to a full basement. 

The use of wood is consistent and of suitable selection throughout the 
entire house. Most of the original timbers remain in place. First floor 
beams and flooring are of oak; second floor and attic beams are of hemlock 
and the flooring of pine. The roof, rafters , beams and roof strips are all 
of oak. Shingles were probably originally white oak "shakes"; now the 
roofing is hand riven cedar . 

The window frames, sash, trim, doors, door frames, stairs and the three 
fireplace mantels are of yellow poplar. All of the wood portions of the 
house seem t_o be original except for a few repairs and the cedar shingles 
on the roof. .,,.. 

The entire interior of the house has been repair-plastered and white­
washed. A notable furniture addition is a built-in four-door, eight-drawer 
cherry cupboard in the largest upstairs room. 

Efforts have been made to keep the entire property intact, using as much 
of the original furni~ure as has been possible and replacing it when 
necessary with pieces suitable to the period and construction. The present 
owner's artistic bent is attested by a fine collection of American ·paint­
ings now housed in the building. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Or^e or More a a Appropriate)

Abor iginol
r~l Prehistoric 
Q Historic 

r~i Agriculture 
(Xj Architecture 
a Art 
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pCl Communlcotions- 
(~~1 Conservotion

□
□
□
□
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□
□

Edueotion 
Engineering 
Industry 
Invention 
Londscope 

Architecture 
Literoture

Militory

(~1 Music

□
□
□
□
□
□

Political

Religion/Phi-

tosophy

Science

Sculpture

Sociol/Humon*

itorion

Theoter

Tronsportotion

r~l Urbon Planning 
r~l Other (Specity)

STATEMENT OF significance

In 1827 the Virginia General Assembly passed an act incorporating the 
Northwestern Turnpike to run from Winchester in the Shenandoah Valley to 
Parkersburg on the Ohio River. ..This was to be Virginia's answer to the 
National Road a short distance northward in Maryland and Pennsylvania.

When the new turnpike, after some necessary adjustments in route, reached 
the area in which Henry Grimes had constructed his stone house, the 
building was opened as an inn to accommodate the traveling public. Since 
a built-in bar was already in place, and since there was a large common 
room in the main portion of the house, the building was well suited to 
such a need.

To construct and oversee the engineering problems of this new highway, 
Virginia retained the services of Colonel Claudius Crozet, a Frenchman who 
had served with distinction as an artillery officer in Napoleon's Grand 
Army. After Napoleon's exile, Crozet, with other French officers, emi­
grated to America, and Crozet served as an instructor at the West Point 
Military Academy.

Crozet had the task of building a highway which traversed all of the 
Allegheny ridges between the Shenandoah and the Ohio River. In his 
necessary travels there is evidence that he stopped at the Grimes home 
which, in 1841, had been adapted to tavern use.

During the years before the Civil War, travel was very heavy on the North­
western Turnpike since it traversed the mountain ridges on easier grades 
than did the National Road. The Red Horse Tavern was one of the most 
heavily used on the entire turnpike, and many notable persons stopped there 
in passage between the Middle West and the East.

When the Civil War years came the Northwestern Turnpike was useful for the 
movement of troops. Most of the local residents were of Union sympathies, 
and during periods of Confederate raids or heavy bushwhacker activity the 
heavily wooded premises of the Red Horse Tavern were used by local people 
as a place of concealment for their horses and other livestock.

The Red Horse Tavern, also known as the Old Stone House, served as post 
office for the community. Early federal post office records show that in 
one year William H. Grimes received $65.50 as compensation for his services 
as postmaster at German Settlement, Preston County, Virginia.
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In 1827 the Virginia General Assembly passed an act incorporating the 

Northwestern Turnpike ·to run from Winchester in the Shenandoah V~lley to 

Pa-rkersburg on the Ohio River . ..This was to be Virg inia ts answer to the 

National Road a short distance nortnward in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

When the new turnpike, after some necessary adjustments in route, reached 

the area in which Henry Grimes had constructed his stone house, the 

building was opened as an inn to accommodate the traveling public. · Since 

a built-in bar was already in place, and since there was a large common 

room in the main portion of the house, the building was well suited to 

such a need. 

To construct and oversee the engineering problems of this new highway, 

Virginia retained the services of Colonel Claudius Crozet, a Frenchman who 

had served with distinction as an artillery officer in Napoleon's Grand 

Army. After Napoleon's exile, Crozet, with other French officers, emi­

grated to America, and Crozet served as an instructor at the West Point 

Military Academy. 

Crozet had the task of bui l ding a highway which traversed all of the 

Allegheny ridges between the Shenandoah and the Ohio River. In his 

necessary travels there is evidence that he stopped at the Grimes home 

which, in 1841, had been adapted to tavern use. 

During the years before the Civil War, travel was very heavy on the North­

western Turnpike s ince it traversed the mountain ridges on easier grades 

than did the National Road. The Red Horse Tavern was one of the most 

heavily used on the entire turnpike, and many notable persons stopped there 

in passage between the Middle West and the East. 

When the Civil War years came the Northwestern Turnpike was useful for the 

movement of troops . Most of the local residents were of Union sympathies, 

and during periods of Confederate raids or heavy bushwhacker activity the 

heavily wooded premises of the Red Horse Tavern were used by local people 

as a place of concealment for their horses and other livestock. 

The Red Horse Tavern, also known as the Old Stone House, served as post 

office for the community. Early federal post office records show that in 

one year William H. Grimes received $65.50 as compensation for his services 

as postmaster at German Settlement, Preston County, Virginia . 



Form 10.300a 
Duly 1969)

C

1..

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

state ^jest Virginia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
county pj.gst;on

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Continuation Sheet) ENTnV NUMBER DATE

(Numbar all antrlea)

8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Architectural features of the Red Horse Tavern have been appreciated by many 
who have visited it. The nice joinery, the plan and proportions, the sim­
plicity and style, and the fact that it has escaped improvement butchery 
make it outstanding among the few early taverns along the Northwestern _ 
Turnpike.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw 
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ State □ Local H

Name

Maurice G. Brooks

Title State Historic Preservation 
Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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NAME ANO TITLE: 

Lewis E. Stemple,(Property Owner) for the 
OR.Ci.A.NI ZA Tl ON I O ATE 

West Virginia Antiquities Commission March 7, 1973 

STREI.T ANO NUMBER: 

Old Mountainlair, West Virginia University 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Morgantown West Virginia ~4 
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As the designated State L iaison Officer for the Na• 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( P ublic I.aw I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and proce<ilres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Office of ArcheoloSY and Historic Preservation Chief, 
level of significa nee of this nomination is: 

National D State □ Local fxl 
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Maurice G. Brooks 
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Title State Historic Preservation 
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\ Officer K eeper of The National R esister 
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RECEIVED 2280 

MAR 2 2 2013 
The Culture Center 

1900 Kanawha Blvd., E. 
Charleston, WV 25305-0300 

WEST N Ra dall Reid-Smith, Commissioner 

Division of VIRG IN!~ 
Culture and History 

March 20, 2013 

Ms. Carol Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (eye) Street, NW 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

We are submitting for your review the following three National Register registration forms: 

• Thomas C. Miller Public School, Marion County 
• Morris Memorial Hospital for Crippled Children, Cabell County 
• Brookside Historic District, Preston County 

The enclosed nominations have been approved by the State Archives and History Commission and 
processed in accordance with 36 CFR Part 60. 

Also enclosed, please find additional documentation for the following two National Register-listed 
properties, both of which are located within the abovementioned proposed Brookside Historic 
District: 

• Gayrnont (920003 51 ), additional documentation, Preston County 
• Red Horse Tavern (73001923), additional documentation, Preston County 

Please do not hesitate to contact us shouJd you have questions. We can be reached at 
304.558.0240. 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

enclosures 


