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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Corral de Piedra site was identified and recorded in the winter of 1976 
during a cultural resource field reconnaissance conducted by Dr. Robert Hoover, 
Associate Professor of Anthropology at California Polytechnic State Univer 
sity, San Luis Obispo. The reconnaissance was performed to aid in the prep 
aration of a cultural resource assessment of properties within an area sug 
gested by Diamond Plastics as the site of an open-pit mining operation. 
The reconnaissance involved a complete surface inspection of the proposed 
project area. As a result of this reconnaissance, a prehistoric/prothistoric 
archaeological site was identified and recorded in addition to the historic 
site named above. The prehistoric site has been nominated for inclusion 
in the National Register of Historic Places.

The boundaries of this site are depicted on the accompanying sketch map; 
they encompass an area of approximately one acre. The boundaries of the site 
were delimited using surface evidence, i.e. stone features. No evidence was 
observed to indicate the presence of a subsurface.

The site is composed of a rectangular dry stone wall enclosure and a mortared 
brick and stone feature, possibly the remains of a fireplace. The enclosure 
is constructed of small boulders averaging approximately 12 inches in diam 
eter and has an average height of approximately 18 inches. The enclosure is 
open to the east. A smaller dry stone wall, having an L-shape configura 
tion, is attached to the enclosure at its northeast corner5 this wall ex 
tends approximately 15 meters northward and has an average height of 12 inches. 
The mortared brick and stone feature, having a height of 16 inches, is located 
approximately hS meters north of the enclosure's northeast corner (see 
attached sketch map).

The site is located in an area of low sandstone hills covered by vegetation 
of the oak-woodland type. It is situated on the eastern aspect of one such 
hill overlooking the upper reaches of Price Canyon. A small intermittent 
streamcourse is located immediately east of the site and forms its eastern 
boundary. A large grassy clearing ringed by oak trees is located to the 
north of the site proper.

The site has retained good integrity and only minor disturbance of the 
stone features appears to have occurred. Modern intrusions upon the site 
consist of cattle grazing and the occasional use of the site by campers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The remains of Corral de Piedra constitute a part of the ever-dwindling ob 
servable evidence.concerning land utilization practices during the Mexican 
period in California's historic past. The site f s locale was noted for the 
large herds of "wild" cattle which were allowed to roam, rnuhindered by 
fences, during this period. Corrals of stone, such as the Corral de Piedra 
represents, were constructed to meet the needs of the owners of these herds. 
These corrals, or enclosures, were utilized to contain small parts of the 
herd during the times of branding and slaughtering of cattle to provide the 
owners with meat for their own use.

The importance of the Corral de Piedra is further enhanced by its associa 
tion with Jose Maria Villaviciencio, an important Mexican Californian of the 
period, and its use in the identification of the land grant given to him. 
Villaviciencio, or Villa as he was sometimes called, played a prominent role 
in California's military events and politics of the period.

Villaviciencio, holding the rank of captain, served on the side of the rebels 
in the California Rebellion of 1836; upon the surrender of Monterey by Munoz, 
Villa was directed to take charge of the arms. He acted as administrator 
of San Antonio from 1837 to 1838 and San Fernando during the period 18UO 
to I8ii3; in addition to the above, he served as acting prefect of Monterey 
in I8ii0.

Villa was granted ownership of the Rancho Corral de Piedra in February of 
iSlil. At this time he was given only three square leagues of land. In 
I8ii6, the grant was enlarged to include seven square leagues. The grant 
was named after the stone enclosure located within the area given and was 
shown on the grant diseno (map).

After acquiring ownership of the Rancho Corral de Piedra, Villa served as 
juez de paz (justice of the peace) and captain de defensores for San Luis 
Obispo«

The Rancho de Piedra was also one of the first properties purchased by the 
famed Steele brothers who are credited with the establishment of the dairy 
industry within the San Luis Obispo area.

Historically, the extant remains of the Corral de Piedra site is significant 
for its association with Jose Maria Villaviciencio and the Mexican California

-chaeological
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Portion of Rancho Corral de Piedra, Lot 60, Vicinity of Edna, one mile south 
on Price Canyon Rd. On U.S.G.S. 7.5 Arro^o Grande NE sheet (1965). _____
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