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Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
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notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination:

Section No. 5

This nomination was submitted as the result of an appeal, which
was sustained by the Keeper. The Louisiana SHPO complied with
all the procedural requirements for a nomination, but did not
concur with the Keeper's finding that the property was eligible
for listing. Since the SHPO did not sign the form, she also did
not recommend a level of significance. We have concluded that
the appropriate level is local.

This SLR should not be included as a technical or substantive
problem in connection with the State Program Review process.
Since the state did not support the nomination they had no
obligation to recommend a level of significance.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for mm 76pemes or districts. Sm in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete #3EH31ésr bymarking “‘x”’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for ‘‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Canal Station
other names/site number  Canal Carbarns, Canal Depot

2. Location

street & number 2819 Canal St (I not for publication
city, town  New Orleans L vicinity
state  Iouisiang code LA county Orleans code 1.4 071 zip code 70119
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
E] private [f_] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X ] public-local L e district 3 1  buildings
] public-State [site sites
] public-Federal [:] structure structures

[l object objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing: . Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register __ O

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination L__] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets [ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification ) N

I, hereby, certify that this property is: '/'/ 7 /V :
Iéa'ntefed in the National Register. . .'?’ ; Z/ /
(] see continuation sheet. r 21,7 -1 / 4 f g
& \ W S | /' ? ——

[]determined eligible for the National \/ /
Register. D See continuation sheet.

[l determined not eligible for the /
National Register.

=

[ Iremoved from the National Register.
]:]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/ rai TRANSPORTATION / road-related(vehicular)

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
‘ foundation __ERTCK,CONCRETE
OTHER~timber frame streetcar barns walls _ METAL/ iron, BRICK , WOOD

roof ___METAL/ iron
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

This is a streetcar barn complex consisting primarily of two wood frame, post and
beam, gable roof carsheds, exterior wall covering sheet iron, roof covering corrugated
iron, built after a fire in 1887. There is also a wood frame, post and beam carshed with
an arched roof supported by wrought iron trusses, built in 1861 to which one of the 1887
buildings forms a long addition. The 1861 building has a corrugated iron roof covering,
as originally. It has a sheet iron wall covering. There is also a small, one story
office building between the two sets of carsheds, mmifilh of Susgk e dating to the
period 1898-1908.

The 1861 carshed has a massive post and beam wall structure. The roof structure
consists of wrought iron "principles" or trusses, arching from one side wall to the
other, at the ends fitting into cast iron shoes attached to the massive 10x10 wood side
wall plates. The ends of the arches are kept from spreading by iron tie rods stretching
across the barn from one end of the arch to the other. On top of the iron arches are
wood purlines running parallel to the side walls. On top of these is a mass of planking
bent to fit the curve of the arch. This is covered by corrugated iron, as specified in
the original builder's specifications of 1861. The building originally had no facade,
as a long, narrow building originally stretched in front of it and the flanking stable.
This is refered to in the builder's specifications as the "station hall" or the ndormitory.
What remained of the dormitory after part was destroyed in 1887 was demolished sometime
between 1898 and 1908. At that time, a facade similar to the one on the flanking 1887
carbarn was added, gable end. As the 1887 building had a gable roof, placing a facade
similar to its on a building with an arched roof similar to that on, say, a quanset hut
or airplane hanger produced an odd "false front" effect, with the peak of the facade
much higher than the highest point of the arch roof. The building has no rear wall,
as this was removed when an extension was added in 1887. The side facing White St.
originally had no sheathing, as a stable stood next to it and right up against it.

After the fire of 1887 the uprer half of the wall was covered with sheet iron, this
being extended to the ground sometime=in the mid-1960's. The other side wall was
originally covered with rough weatherboarding, replaced partly by sheet iron and
partly open for access to the office next door. The front entrance, originally without
doorsg now has metal doors added in the mid-1960's.

the flanking carbarn was buikf in 1887. It is of massive post and beam construction
with a gable roof structure of massive wood trusses triangular in shape. It apparently has
always had a corrugated iron roof covering, laid directly on the roofy structure with no
underlying planking or other sheathing, and side walls covered with sheet iron,"iron clad"
as the 1896 Sanborn Insurance Map terms it. Criginally open, the ends are now closed by
metal doors added in the mid-1960's. “his is a tong, relatively narrow building extending
the width of the block. A building of 'identicle construction was built as an addition to
the rear of the 1861 carbarn.in 1887. THEEE is also a small X see continuation sheet
Wmblk office building between the 1861 barn and the one
flanking it built 1898-1908. Cne story, flat roof.



NP8 Form 10-000-a OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018
(s-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ 7 Page _1

The concrete block sun screen in front of the office building was erected in 1964,
as part of the "Transit Improvement Program" of that year. See enlarged copy of "Transit
Rider's Digest" enclosed. The original facade of the office building is masked by a wooden
screen of vertical boards with openings for air conditioners. So far as can be determined,
the original facade appears to be structurally intact. The openings in the screen appear to cor
correspond with the original much larger window openings in the original facade. Removal of
the screen would be necessary to determine the original door and window openings. There is
at present no access behind the concrete block sunscreen, so far as 1 have been able to
determine, so a closer inspection was impossible.

The only way the successive enlargements of the office complex can be documented is
by studying successive plans and photos. Thus the first section was built sometime between
1898, when a photo shows the original "station hall" with its ground level office still
standing, and 1908, when the Sanborn map shows the first section of the present office
in existance. It is quite likely that material from the old structure was used to build
the new. The 1927 aerial photo shows the office extended towards the rear(Iberville St.).
Some distance behind is a long narrow shed attached to the side wall of the 1861/1887
carbarn, the one (carbarn) ctosest to White St. Presumably this shed was built in the
same intervening period 1908-1927. The 1936 N.O.Public Service plan and the 1940 Sanborn
map show the office extended still further towards Iberville St., almost touching the
narrow shed in its rear. See enclosure 8, top photo. Note raised inspection track next
to shed. There were no major changes until the end of the streetcar era.

In 1964, when the complex was converted to bus maintenance, the inspection track
between the carbarns was removed. A concrete block store room was built in the place
indicated on the enclosed 1983 Sanborn map, and the space between the 1887 carbarn(former
steam dummy building) and the long shed attached to the side wall of the 1861/1887 carbarn
was roofed over, as indicated on the Sanborn map. According to employees who were present
at the time, the work was done without any significant demolition, mostly an addition
to what was there already. Exploratory demolition should confirm this. The area immediately
behind the screen wall(rear) between the two carbarns is an open storage yard.

Most of the structures in the office complex appear to be of wood frame construction,
there are masonry interior walls, but it is difficult to determine when they were built.
Some sections of the complex(office) were originally sheathed in wood, some in metal. The
roof is generally flat, but irregular duve to the way structures were joined together.
Further details would depend on totallaccess to all parts and some exploratory demolition.

The 1896 Sanborn map describes the long sides and rear facades of the two carbarns
as "iron clad", as does the 1908 Sanborn map, which indicates doors on the rear facades.
This "iron clading" presumably dates from 1887, when the wood truss carbarns were built.
‘he 1927 aerial photo shows the iron siding covering the upper half of the sides of the
carbarns. As with other buildings of this type in New Orleans, the siding was corrugated
iron attached with the corrugations running vertically to the ground. In 1939, according
to Mr. Robert B.James, retired New Orleans Public Service Co. official, most of the lower
portions of the carbarn sides were enclosed by adding additional corrugated iron. Most of
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this original siding appears to be intact under the present exterior covering of thin
corrugated metal which seems to be attached to the corrugated iron with large sheet metal
screws. This present covering was applied with the corrugations running vertically

with the ground as were the originals, and has much the same appearance at a short distance.
I was unable to find anyone who knew even approximately when this covering was put on.
Probably it was in 1964, when the rest of the work was done. A very small section of the
siding on the White St. side of the 1861 carbarn was replaced with flat non-metallic
siding, as indicated in the drawings. This appears to be identical with that now covering
the Canal St. gables, and was presumably put there for the purpose of making the most
visible portions of the carbarns look more "modern" in 1964. The early metal coverings

on the front gables of the carbarns were certainly present at the time of the 1964
modernization", and veteran transit employees with whom I have spoken believe that it
was merely covered over, although removal of the present covering would be necessary

to prove this. Most of the original corrugated iron is clearly visible in the interior of
the carbarns, as there is little if any interior sheathing in the carbarns proper.
Presumably most of the upper portion dates from 1887, the lower portions from 1939.
Buildings of this type have been of little interest to most preservationist and architects
in this area, and no one could think of anyone here who was knowledgable about corrugated
iron types, ete.

All of the pre-1941 buildings, so far as is known, have brick foundations. Concrete
foundations were used for the 1964 additions. *‘he non-contributing building is a two
story office building constructed in 1967. See copy of "Transit Rider's Digest". This is
of metal frame construction on a concrete slab foundation, with metal sides and a flat
roof. It stands on the approximate site of the "Foreman's Dwelling', built in 1861 and
removed prior to 1908. To the rear of this office building is an open parking space
once occupied by a group of small shop buildings shown on the 1896 Sanborn map and
removed in 1964.




8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
] nationally [ statewide . [:I locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [ ]B [x¢ [ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]B8 [ Jc [Io [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
TRANSPORTATION 1861-1941 1861,1876,189/,
ENGINEERING . 1861-1941 1861, 1887.

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
J b

1861 carbarn: ARCHITECT James,S.L. BUILDER
Page,John. 1887 carbarns: Architect,
mas. Builder, UNKNOWN

Sully,Tho .
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

1861 carbarn is the sole surviving portion of the horsecar system built by the New
Orleans City Railroad Co. in 1860-61:. This was the first citywide streetcar system in New
Orleans and one of the earliest in the United States. It is believed to be the oldest
surviving streetcar barn in the United States, and the oldest structure continuously in
use for transit purposes.It is the sole survivor of five carhouses built in 1861 using
wrought iron trusses, then a relatively new type of construction for this area, and topped
with corrugated iron, an early use of this material. The "iron arched roof" as these were
refered to, was considered striking and unusual at the time.

The 1887 structures, with the 1861 barn, constitute a fine example of a late horsecar
era carbarn complex, the only one surviving in New Orleans. The 1887 barn nearest Dupre St.
was originally built to house the steam "dummy" locomotives and coaches of the West End
excursion line. Steam locomotive operation for surface street railway operation was never
very common, and this structure, essentially intgct, may well be the only remaining facility
once used to maintain this type of operation. The similar structure built in back of the
1861 barn was probably used as the stable for the mulecar operation, in addition to housing
repair and paint shops. These buildings are splendid examples of late 19th century,
massive timber frame, post and beam construction, roofed with corrugated iron and sided
with sheet iron. These have undergone no serious structural modification. Very long in
relation to their width, looking from one end into the interior, the row of great wooden
trusses stretches into the distance, resembling the wooden snowsheds once used by railroads
in the Sierra Nevada lMountains. The massiveness of the frame and trusses, and the repétition
of identical units on such a scale is extremely impressive. Structures of this type, once
perhaps relatively common, have tended to disappear due to the ravages of fire and decay,
to which stone and brick buvildings were less vulnerable. Also, the tendency was to replace
most buildings of t is type of construction with masonry or steel construction during the
electric streetcar era. Steam "dummy" operation began in 1876, ended 1898. -

The facade placed on the 1861 carbarn 1898-1908 is an odd example of an attempt to
blend an older structure in with a group of buildings of later and different construction.
The small brick office building is of no particlular architectural interest but is important
for its association with the heyday of the électric streetcar in New Orleans. It is the
only surviving building erected during that period in the Canal barn complex

This complex, first used for transit purposes in 1861, grew and evolved into the
main, central barn of the entire system. Reaching what was essentially its present form

in 1687, certainly after 1908 there were no major changes. []See continuation sheet




9. Major Bibiiographicai References

Hennick, Louis C. and Charlton, E. Harper "The Streetcars Of New Orleans", New Orleans

1975, Pelican Publishing Co.

"Horse Railroads In New Orleans" no author credited. "Daily Picayune!" New Orleans

April 21, 1861 Page 1.

"A Disastrous Fire". no author credited. "New Orleans Times-Democrat! New Orleans

January <0, 1887.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

l:] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested '

[ previously listed in the National Register

O previously determined eligible by the National Register

l:]designated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # ~

I___]recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

I:]See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
l:]State historic preservation office
[]Other State agency
I:I Federal agency
Local government
] University
[]Other ‘
Specify repository:
New Orleans Notarial Archives

10. Geographicai Data

Acreage of property __ 2.25

UTM References

Allss| |1z180153.8] 13,311,8(9,6,2]
Zone Easting Northing

(o3 NI [ I T T I A O A

=3 T I I T T O I R A

Zone Easting Northing

o 3 I T I ST TR I T O T

E] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The city block bounded by Canal, N.%White, N.Dupre and Iberwille Sts.

[ 1see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city block that has historically been associated with
the property. The entire city bock has been used for transit purposes since 1861

l:] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Edwin Dalton Weber,Jr.

organization N/A
street & number _ 5026 Press Drive

date _ QOctober 22 1991
telephone ___ 504 -282~5329

city or town New Orleans

state Lovisiana zip code 0126
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Enclosures 1-9 are from "The Streetcars of New Orleans’ by Louis C.Hennick

and E. Harper Charlton, 1975 edition. 10-12 are Sanborn Insurance Maps,

on

microfilm in most area libraries.

1)Note the old "station" with its "church tower" containing the stairway to
the second floor.Presumably there was a similar structure on the far end of
the building(note the 1885 Sanborn map). The carbarn visdble behind the
station is the one still standing(Bldg#L) on plans

2)

3)

9)

10)

11)

12)

Picture of Canal showing how the cars passed under the "station", with

Bldg #1, 1887 carbarn, visable at left
Interior of Canal barn showing the juncture of 1861 and 1887 carbarns.
note iron tie rods and wood trusses .

Shows facade added to Bldg#4 1898-1908. This is similar to the one on Bldg#l
Is now crudely sheathed with metal but could easily be restored

Shows a typical "dummy" train shch as operated out of Canal 1876-1898

Shows the tower of Canal station that survived fire of 1887

Canal in 1896. Tower gone by this time. "Station" as shown here is but half
of the original building, which extended further to the right. What is apparently
an office on the bottom floor was added after the fire of 1887

Top view is looking from Iberville between the two carbarns. Bldg#l at right
Bottom view(1960) shows old 1861 carbarn with White street side still open as
it had been since fire of 1887, and destruction of the stable which occupied
site where streetcars are parked here. This side of the barn was enclosed in
1965. Structure still intact.

Bottom is 1875 Poland barn. Top is how it was rebuilt after hurricane. If
Canal had been rebuilt in 1930, this is how it would have looked.

Canal barn in 1885 on Sanborn map. Note Bldg#sk "Street R.R.Car Ho.". This is the
1861 carbarn standing today. The building next to it with the "X" going from
corner to corner is the stable. The long building in front running along Canal St
is the "station", only half of which survived the 1887 fire. The building labeled
"Steam Car House" stands on the same site as Bldg#l, the 1887 carbarn which
stands today. The "Foreman's Dwelling" survived the 1887 fire, as it is shown on
the 1896 Sanborn map, but not on any later ones. On its site now stands the
office building built in 1965(lower left corner).

Canal barn in 1896 on Sanborn map.Basically the same plan as today, except for

the surviving part of the "station'. Note the "discontinuity" in the roof

marked by gmesa arrow. This apparently marks the junction between the 1861 and

1887 barns. This and the preceding map are on approximately the same scale. If

you overlay them using the tstation" as a guide you find that the Buildings

marked #, on both maps match each other virtually exactly.

Canal barn in 1908 on Sanborn map. note that the "station" is gone and the

1861 carbarn now has a facade similar to Bldg#l, the flanking 1887 barn. The

general layout is essentially the same as at present.

Buildings

#1-1887 carbarn

#2-1887 carbarn

#3-1861 "station" or dormltory
A) Part that survived fire of 1887, demolished 1898-1908
B) Part destroyed in fire of Jan. 19,1887

#,-1861 carbarn

#5-Stable moved here in 1861. Burned Jan. 19,1887

SURVIVED FIRE OF 1887 \ |

b



- standing today

ldz. #b, 1861 arch roof carbtarn still

Bldg #3, '"station" towenis
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& C. RR. Co. in 1872 conducted comparative trials to
determine the ammonia locomotive’s economies” over
animal propulsion. It was found that to operate the
ammonia locomotive cost $6.775 per day as compared
“t0 $9.910 per car per day for animal traction. Expenses
of animal upkeep and feed, also labor and track work
(plank walkway), were cut out by Lamm’s invention.

NN AN A 838

PALL NN A By in TN

~McMahon, Mr. W. C. Wilson, Mr. Jules Brudy, Gen.
.Beauregard, Mr. G. L. Laughland (elected President of
the company), and Mr. H. C. Millaudon puc their sig-

jcayune”, February 21, 1871. The engine, tendered
by Dr. Lamm, made several trips from the Clay Statue,

ple and very similar to a steam engine. Aqua-
onia (1/5th part of Ammonia to 4/5ths part of

15— (U725 '

Courtesy N.OP.S.I.

retained to be mixed with water anew. However, the
Thermo-Specific engine was more practical. Loss of
energy in the transformation of the fuel into energy
doomed the Ammonia engine. The Thermo-Specific
engine used superheated water in 18" diameter tanks
located on the roof of the "motor” (it was not clear
in newspaper accounts if a “dummy” or a standard
mule car was employed). Steam from the superheated
water propelled the engine. However, having to con-
stantly replenish the tanks rendered the experiment un-
wieldy for tight street railway operation. Dr. Lamm
did not discontinue experimentation. August 24, 1872,
The Combination Propelling Co. of New Orleans,
Louisiana was chartered to build and sell the “motor”
patented by Sylvester L. Langdon. Lamm joined forces
with Langdon, and on December 10, 1874, the com-
pany was reorganized as The Lamm Fireless Engine
Company. The product was similar to the earlier Lamm
experiments. Several were bought by the Crescent City
RR. Co. and the New Orleans & Carrollton RR. Co.
All were converted to standard steamn locomotive type
propulsion. The engines were 0-4-Os and 2-2-Os with
exposed boilers, both horizontal and vertical types. In-
cidentally, some of Lamm'’s Thermo-Specific engines
saw street railway service in Paris, France beginning
1878.

Other companies in New Orleans testing locomotive
propulsion were: Ammonia Motor & Railway Co., char-
tered September 2, 1890 to build and sell motor cars,
organized by Awwood Violett, Thomas Woodward,
and J. L. Byrne. Company dissolved 1891 and sold

1965 EP(Tion
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