Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |"
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

PHOG 76 L3 2

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

BINAME

HISTORIC
i

Ashlawn (yx@7,w / o S

AND/OR COMMON
Josrua rerkine Iouse

BJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
1 fctash rill Zoad

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Upregsue 026° — VICINITY OF 2nd- Christopher Dcodd
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
ol 29 Ly _ondon c11
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Zoccupiep _ AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
h'd hd
X_BUILDING(S) APRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
_STRUFCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL .&PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT _IN PROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
NAME v
~uth Hcbish Heseine
STREET & NUMBER .
1 rotach i1l ikoad
CITY. TOWN STATE
Jorasue VICINITY OF cr
5 | *
COURTHOUSE.
EGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 7 , - N o~ - - L -
REGIS Assesoor's Cffice, Opragsue Town Tall
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN — STATE
Uprasue N

A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

o le M &

Pederal (o riters’' rroject "Uensuc

cf C1d ruildinge"

DATE

19327

_FEDERAL :“STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR ] R . ]
survev Recoros Connecticut Utate Library  2%1

Capitol Averue

CITY. TOWN

Cartford

STATE

cr




DESCRIPTION

B CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
E‘EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X__ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The coshua rerkins Houce, a late 18th-century, 2-story, central-~hall,

frane farnhouse with a pitched rocf and end gable overhang, sits in the ©

fork of rotash I'ill and Weter ~oals, aprroximately 2 Mllfo scuth

cf the Tanover Greep ~et back orn a lzwn rith seversl old tresg, tre

Georgian rerkirs Ycuse occupies an iizpressive site. The facade faces
south =nd ie dorirated by a projectine cavilion topved ith a broken-
ese reCirent; a dentilled cornice ““dehm surrcunds the tuilding.

1-and- a~~~ato“v kitchien ell to the rear, oatlng ecr_ icr tran the rain

.

house, with a 1-sgarv storege ehed behind, completes the ctructure. The
agite irncludeas 2 of - d to t”c resr of tve rouse, and a
larzys dairy i ”ﬁtr wur¢¢cznb of 1938 destrcyed an earli-
er Lorn = 'ed 1-nd surro - nds the house, but, a half nile

- -

4
a parperboard factory. Selow the factory, noute 133
=d, but roteskh Till Hoad is only lightly travelled.

o

coth znd t’~ rain house are sct on Fielcdstone founcaticns faced
with ¢ e The two brick chimreys of the n=in house , decora-—
tively COfu\n.tﬂ %t the tor, arc orizirel theougn the chiwney in tle ell
is e aﬂvllbr, 1;u“—cuntqrv r:u¢“0r< jé i store chirney, d:el in the
2Cth century for thc Tuvrnece, is ¢

azairet the cast weall., TUnfor=
tunately, rest of the WiLdOWS are now set uith 15th-c cntury 2-over-2
gsach., Only in the two attic windowsg of each Nab¢v end do swmaller paned
gach survive. “hege are 12-over-6. Alco, inm the attic of the ell,
ceveral smell, C-parne windows rznain.

o, flat Doric pllfsters flank the S~bay facade. ™o Lore pilasters

et off the central bay and cupport the broken-base pedlAvnt. Thougt
tn€ original dcor has been T@mOV“ﬁ, replaced with 2 19th~century door
with two arched windows, the remaindéer of the late 1&th-century detail
survives. T. flat nilas<ers support the broken-baze nediment over the
door, which is toppred with an elabcyrate 20-vane fanlisht. The entrance
with its broken-base fEdltht and supporting rilesters echoes the
treatmernt of <he cntire bay. )

The interior of the lerkirs Fcuse contains a ccrziderable amount of
panelling and ncldinrg. he wide cerntral kall iIs firished with ranellec
weinscot below the chair rail, forward of the stairwell, while 51mple
flush boarding firnichkes the reszr rortion of the hall. The staircase,
rising along Lq» left of the hzll, is treated simply with sunken ranel
wainecot to tqc heizht of the bind rﬁil; a curving bracket mold ing ornas-
rents the staircase below the tresde. The balusters, tvo to a tread,
are sinple sguare posts.

O

In the st front room, a dentilled cornice molding and a molcded chatr

E;A
rall,w ith runners for inside shutters (v h¢oh sarv1ve but are no ¢%
n place ), circle tre room. There is no jancelling in this roon,
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when in place, the shutters would have created a sirilar effect. The
mantel in this room is handsormely finished and surrounted witha pulvinat-
ed frieze and a course of dentils. The woodwork in the west front room
is simpler. A molded corrice surrounds the room, which also has a

chair rail with shutter runners, but the rantel is roldéed only with a
dentil course. In the west rear room, the fireplace wall is cémpletely
parnelled; directly over the fireplace, is one huge panel from a singl
ziece of wood. The rest of the room is wainscotted bhelow the chair rail.
The east rear room has been divided into two small rooms; these vere not
seen, tut one 1s a2 bathrcom. Up s, the eerst front room has a nolded
chair roil and cased flared post but no fireplace, wrile, in +the west
front room, similarly treated, t e is 2

cal to the one in the roonr directl
the east rear room has a simply ro
rear on the wvest was nct seen.

:low. The firevlace opening into
wentel, while the room to the

—

The roof of the FYerkins ¥
into the hewn rafters. I
si:oke oven; both stacks a

1 the right (east) chimney stack is 2 brick

..

syrrmetrically above the ro
5

ouse is framed with sawn collar beams pegged
g
re angled in in the attic so that they emerse

of. Similar g%illful rasonry can be seen in
the cellar, where several niches are set into the store wolls of +he
foundaticn; presumably these were intended for the cocl storase of foods.

The 1-and-a-t-story ell to the rear, older then the rain nhcuse, nrobably

dates from the second quarter of the 18th century. The ell has been
renovated, obscuring some of its detailing. A rodern door ir “he center
of the east wall was s2id,by the present owner,to be in the original
location of the ell's entrance. Opposite thris door, a tinv sitaircace
with winding treads leads to the attic, The door to the staircase is

of corsidersble age and constructed of two boards, one norrow and one
vicder, The room to the richt (north) of the door is now the kitchen.

L hevn surmmer bean is visible and flered cesed posts are discernible,

but the room has be n nuch altered by the addition of rodern cabinets

and wall covering. The scuthern room also has 2 hewn sumner beanm and the
flared postes ret=in their traditions? casing. Under its current wall-
paper, the north wall, with a now covered over fire-lace, appears to

be panelled. The attic above is open and finished with beaded bosrding,
vertically arvplied. The pitched roof is frarmed with hewn rofters. The
ell trus aipears to have been a simple, 2-roor, central-chirney structure.

n
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The Joshua Jerxins Yousme, once rown a5 Achlawn for the znciocnt ask

<
trees {(nov gone) which stood befors it, i sigmificont o ~n cynmredrion
of rural Ceorglin arcritecture and for its zssociaticns with the .erkins
family, rarticularly influential ir the getilement of the Ianovar cection
0 0Tt SUe. wc:pitn a 17th-cen ury cT e to 2-over-2 ga2sh, the facade
re a coo¢ nezsure of its count» : elewanco with 1ts pedinented
entrel bay and corner rzilasters. The Jeriing se is cne of the Tince
of ite type in the sgurrournding area, on unj:eten+muuo tut nonetheless
strligh 18th~century Torrhe built for 2 ~rorirsnt and 2roSrercus

doghus .erviirg, the ori ovner of ths houre, wald the ¢ldest son cf
vavtein catthew rerkine e rover L - rord f Lisbon
arc no. incorsorsted in the tov ctrer,Jocarh,
eand kis \ncl cecob, cettled o 0 onerne
of “uinesbous

Ti the

af

e nare in
oL Torover

st north of
riS ornave
ands in & cenctery o

is buriecd L;ore.

criting nauch
.

ULQ* e, in
1726 and
the

1 others in rily did,

is in tha lLV;LtU¢J of his

£s hove owned slavec.

Architecturally, the house is characierized by 2 desipgn, which, while it
is not elabor ﬁtv, is fairly sophist cated for a rurel comrunity. It is
one of few central hall structures in the 2rez =nd the fﬁcado with the
wotif of the brclan- bc\@ pedinrent stated =2t the roof and again above the
door, is haon itively., In ~ddition, the queolity of the rnasonry
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is quite good. The nceticne 2are faced with dressed stone; the storase
nichrs in the cellar, ansled chirney Otﬁcks anc their exterior corbellirg

11 incicate the skill of the mascn. The interior wocdwork, while
81mple, is nonetheless skillfully treated. The house was clesrly built
by a capsble joiner, with 2 good eye for decorative detailing and a
skxilled nrand at rasonry.

v

The acreage on which the house now stands is only a portion of that

£0O0 acres Joshua Zerking deeded to his son righte to drainage ditche

wrhich Joshua acquired indicate that he wasny ouleé ceable farrer. Up
until 1862, the land wascultivatedit that noint, WS, Zreed, ancestor of
the present owner, purchased the ferm for a dairy farm, 1 u;1ch it re-
mained into the 20%th century.
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