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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Joshua ierkins House, a late 18th-century, 2-story, central-hall, 
frame farmhouse with a pitched roof and end gable overhang, sits in the 
fork of Potash Hill and Water Roads, approximate^ 2 miles south
of the Eanovj rreen. £et back on a lawn with several old trees, the
Georgian Perkins ^ouse occupies an impressive site. The facade faces 
south and is dominated by a projecting pavilion topped with a broken- 
base pediment; a dentilled cornice molding surrounds the building. A 
1 -and-a-T-story kitchen ell to the rear, dating: earlier than the main
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Both the ell and the main house are set on fielclstone foundations faced 
with dreseed-stone. The two brick chimneys of the main house , decora- 
tively corbelled at the top, are original though the chimney in the ell 
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windows now set with 19th-century 2-over-2

e two attic windows of each gable end. do smaller paned 
hese are 12-ovor-6. Also, iit the attic of the ell, 
pane windows remain.

Two. flat Doric pilasters flank the'  5-bay facade. Two L.ore pilasters 
set off the central bay and support the broken-base pediment. Though 
the original door has been removed., replaced with a 19th-century door 
with two arched windows, the remainder of the late 18th-century detail 
survives. Two flat pilasters support the broken-base pediment over the 
door, which is topped with an elaborate 20-pane fanlight. The entrance 
with its broken-base pediment and supporting pilasters echoes the 
treatment of the entire bay.

The interior of the lerkins House contains a considerable amount of 
panelling and. molding. The wide central hall is finished with panelled, 
wainscot below the chair rail, forward of the stairwell, while simple 
flush boarding finishes the rear portion of the hall. The staircase, 
rising along the left of the hall, is treated simply with sunken panel
wainscot to the ht of the hand rail; a curving bracket molding orna-

The balusters, two to a tread,

In the east front room, a dentilled cornice molding and a molded chair 
rail,with runners for ineide shutters (which survive but are no longer 
in place), circle the room. There is no panelling in this room, but,
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House

when in place, the shutters would have created a similar effect. The 
mantel in this room is handsomely finished and surmounted witha .pulvinat- 
ed frieze and. a course of dentils. The woodwork in the west front room 
is simpler. A molded cornice surrounds the room, which also has a 
chair rail with shutter runners, but the mantel is molded only with a 
dentil course. In the west rear room, the fireplace wall is completely 
panelled; directly over the fireplace, is one huge panel from a single 
piece of wood. The rest of the room is wainscotted below the chair Vail, 
The east rear room has been divided, into two small rooms; these were not

a molded 
:he west 
5! identi-

seen, but one is a bathroom.' Upstairs, the east front room has 
chair rail and cased flared, posts, but no fireplace, while, in

;reated, there a fireplace with a mantfront room, siinilj
cal to the one in
the east rear room has a simply molded, mantel, while" the room to"the
rear on the west was not seen.

room directly below. The fireplace opening into

The roof of the Perkins House is framed with sawn collar beams pegged 
into the hewn rafters. In the right (east) chimney stack is a brick 
smoke oven; both stacks are angled in in the attic'so that they emer- 
symmetrically above the roof. Similar skillful masonry can be seen in 
the cellar, where several niches are set into the stone w<^ o he
oundaticn; presumably these were intended, for the cool storage of foods

The 1-and~a-t-story ell to the rear, older than the n.ain house, probably 
dates from the second quarter of the 18th century. The ell has been 
renovated, obscuring some of its detailing. A modern door in the center

said,by the present owner,to be in the- originalof the east wall was 
location of the ell's entrance. Opposite tr,is door, a tiny staircase

e The door to the staircase is
ind constructed of two boards, one narrow 

(r ino one
with winding treads
of considerable age
wider. The room to the right (north) of the door'is now the kitchen.
A hewn summer beam is visible and flared cased posts are discernible,
but the room has be-n much altered by the addition of modern cabinets
and wall covering. The southern room also has B hewn summer beam and the
flared 
paper, 
be panelled. The attic above is open and finished with beaded boarding

The

posts retain their traditional casing. Under its current wall- 
the north wall, with a now covered over fireplace, appears to

vertically applied.. The pitched roof is framed with hewn rafter 
ell tHis °"^s -j__o_ \J _*. >. LX,O c..v ;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joshua Jerkins House, once known as Ashl^wn for the ancient ash 
trees (now gone) which stood before it, is significant as an expression 
of rural Georgian architecture and for its associations with the Jerkins 
family, particularly influential in the settlement of the Hanover section 
of G'prrgue. Despite a 13th-century change to 2-over-2 sash, the facade 
retains a good measure of its countrified elegance,with its pedimented 
central bay and corner pilasters. The ->rV.inc House is one of the finest 
of its type in the surrounding area, an. unpretentious but nonetheless 
stilish 15th-century farrhouse built for a promin-rt and'prosperous 
farmer.

Joshua -.erkirs, the original Ovner of tire house, was the eldest son of 
Captain ..atthe7,-: ± erkirs of the ' T-; iiover Societ}r , then a p~rt of Lisbon 
and. now incor/oiT ted. in the town of Jprapue. Matthew's father, Joseph,

hat name in

the "->.nover Jreen on Celt lock momd. -.attheiv died in 1773- Tis ornate 
tombstone, a symbol ef his p retire and wealth, stands in a cemetery a 
mile and a half north en lotayh /"ill Ao^d. Jcsh.ua, too, is buried there. 
Like his father, Joshua lerkirs   v;ns 3 farmer, 1:0 doubt imneriting much 
of his father's land. He would deed 40C acres te his son, Charles, in 
132:;. Torn in 1740, Joshua died in 13J; at the age of 33; in 1 786 and.
1757, 1. 1301, he went to the

not k;;; .;i-:n.

Architecturally, the house is characterized by a design, which, while it 
is not elaborate, is fairly sophist cated for a rural community. It is 
one of few central hall structures in the area and the facade, with the 
motif of the broken-base pediment stated ?t the roof and again above the 
door, is handler! sensitively. In addition, the quality of the masonry
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is quite good. The foundations are faced with dressed stone; the storage 
niches in the cellar, angled chimney stacks and their exterior corbelling 
all indicate the skill of the mason. The interior woodwork, while 
simple, is nonetheless skillfully treated. The house was clearly built 
by a capable joiner, with a good eye for decorative detailing and a 
skilled hand at masonry.

The acreage on which the house now stands is only a portion of that 
400 acres Joshua Terkins deeded to his son. Rights to drainage ditches 
which Joshua acquired indicate that he was^knowledgeable farmer. UP 
until 1862, the land was cult ivateflAt that point, V;7s. Breed, ancestor of 
the present owner, purchased the farm for a dairy farm, which it re­ 
mained into the 20th century.

1. Perkins, George A., TH?: FAPIIY CF JOHH PIRXIKB OF IPSVICJI, RASSACHUSFTTS 
PART III, Privately published by Author, Salem, 1889. P. 12.

2. D.Hamilton Hurd, HISTORY OF i~V/ LOITDOE C'THTY, Philadelphia, J.V. 
Lewis and Company, 1682. P. 537.


