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The Gifford House is a two-and-one-half storey wood structure. It was built

887 by J. W. Darden and designed by architects.DeVoss.and Carr from Heber
Springs, ‘Arkansas. Darden owned a sawmill; hence perfect lumber from virgin
pine timber was used in construction of the house. The boards used are
largely free of knots.

The exterior walls are clapboard; the house rests on a native stone foundation.
Two chimneys with corbelling extend from the high gabled roof. Windows and
doors feature architrave trim surmounted by shaped lintel with cornice. One-
storey bays extend from both the north and south elevations. The bay on the
north elevation features a shed roof. The bay on the south elevation is topped
by a hip roof.

The dominant feature of the facade is a two-storey veranda. The pediment of the
veranda features centered paired windows surrounded by scalloped shingles.
Bargeboard in diamond and ribbon patterns spans the space between the porch
posts. Decorative brackets extend from the porch posts to the bargeboard on
both first and second-storey levels. Flushboard surrounds the front entry.

The L-shaped Gifford House contains eight main rooms. One unusual feature of
the interior is the presence of two separate upstairs sections of the house.

A dish cupboard between the dining rooms of the two sections has openings into
both rooms. Also unusual for a house built in 1887, the ceilings are just
eight feet in height. All the interior doors awanstalrs have workable transoms.

Only two alterations have been made to the Gifford House, both in 1947. A
bathroom was made out of one end of the center hall downstairs, and the
L-shaped porch on the west elevation was screened in. Originally this porch
had bargeboard identical to that on the front portico.

The Gifford House stands in good condition surrounded by 160 acres of pine
trees. It has been well preserved by the five generations of Giffords who
have occupied it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gifford House, near Rosebud, Arkansas, is a two-and-one-half storey structure
built in 1887. It is one of the oldest structures in the area and is significant
to the locale as a reminder of the two families who have owned it. Architecturally
the Gifford House is significant in its uniqueness and detailed workmanship.

It is probably the most architecturally interesting house in the area.

J. S. Darden was born in Tennessee in 1833. After working in a blacksmith

shop in Missouri, he moved to White County, Arkansas in 1865. Just a short
time later he began his sawmill and flourmill business. By 1887 Darden

had been successful enough in his business to construct a house on the property
he owned. He hired architects DeVoss and Carr from the nearby town of Heber
Springs to supervise the work. From his own sawmill Darden took the finest
cuts of lumber. The virgin pine used in constructing the house was largely
without knots. Darden became wealthy and invested his money in the land
surrounding his house. By 1890 he owned over 2,000 acres of land.

In 1908 Darden sold the house and 160 acres surrounding it to J. S..Giffoxrd.
Gifford was a retired banker from Republican City, Nebraska. Five generations
of Giffords have lived in the house. The present owner, J. S. Gifford, Jr.
has lived in the house since 1946.

The architecture of the Gifford House represents the tastes of a successful
sawmill owner in the 1880's. The house is historically significant because
of its association with families prominent in the history of that area of
White County.



FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Gifford, Mr. and Mrs. Joel S. Personal interview at Gifford House, Rosebud,
Arkansas, August 12, 1975.

Goodspeed Publishing Company. Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Eastern
Arkansas. Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1890.

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less L‘_ha.n one acre

UTM REFERENCES

Al1,5] |518,317,2,0 |3,911,0]6,5,0) sl I LI Lo Tl 1]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
et-r+tt+1+t+rrtt+t514 ot it et

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Sandra Taylor, Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program September 9, 1975

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

300 West Markham 501-371-1639

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Little Rock Arkansas

EPISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ___ LOCAL _X__

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATUREG 1 o Ri chardsan &Wf é/‘t 44.4‘_1:./

DATE geptember 9, 1975

TITLE gtate Historic Preservation Officer

INAL REGISTER




Dardop - 7 uhede co.

Propert
roperty Awﬁé%%zﬂﬁ AZQL&&UL/ e
State | Qs Working Number /0 /</ 757 ) f0F |
TECHNICAL ’ CONTRO
Photos : 7&2
Maps Vi [0.20, 75
« HISTORIAN
‘,ﬂgézz:c;,afzfl
;——k- <=

7@/7%“( Disdps, brilt vie lors, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

5 ff//g/rfﬂm 9 Goffornds fave lwed ¥R

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

Ac
ol

12-3-7S

BRANCH CHIEFE

s =]

cele 4
KEEPER
N W‘
X
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered JAN 1 W08

Federal Register Entry 8-2-76  Re-submit

INT:2106-74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 -





















Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC
GIFFORD HOUSE

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY. TOWN X _viciniTy oF COUNTY STATE
ROSEBUD WHITE ARKANSAS

El MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE
U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

SCALE DATE
1:2400 1963

E¥ REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 3464~75






~ ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

ABEANEAS

Date Entered

Name

b

Jcnas, Avthur J., fouse

Harrie Housa
Curcan usll
Texgy, #iilian L., louse

Boyd, Thowas 8lszn, House

S
[)0’“Jf§;;iAﬁjj;§}w:1’*~i) ‘j//)
L e o et
W

3. Hom. Jobn L. McClellan

N\,

., Hom. Dale Buupars
flon. Wilbuy D, ¥ills

f{ord Housa

SF

km l’.qfvl. /é g.i

Also Notified

;&g' Reglonal. Director, Scuthwest Regilon

Location

Little Reclk
Puleacki Coupiy

Hensley
rulasii Couuly

Little BRoek
Palasci County

Little Rock
Yulaeii Couuty

Lonche
Lonoke County

Roacbud vicinity
white County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Me. Anne Bartley

Acting Director, Department of Natural

and Cultural Heritage
The 01d State house
300 Weat Maklhan

Littie Rock, Arkansss 72201

PR MMOTT: pl 1.14.76

“\—.

INT: 2950-78%






