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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gifford House is a two-and-one-half storey wood structure. It was built 
in 887 by J. W. Darden and designed by architect~as-and Carr from Heber 
Springs, Arkansas. Darden owned a s awmill; hence perfect lumber from virgin 
pine timber was used in construction of the house. The boards used are 
largely free of knots . 

The exterior walls are clapboard; the house rests on a native stone foundation. 
Two chimneys with corbelling extend from the high gabled roof. Windows and 
doors feature architrave trim surmounted by shaped lintel with cornice. One­
storey bays extend from both the north and south elevations. The bay on the 
north elevation features a shed roof. The bay on the south elevation is topped 
by a hip roof. 

The dominant feature of the facade is a two-storey veranda. The pediment of the 
veranda features centered paired windows surrounded by scalloped shingles. 
Bargeboard in diamond and ribbon patterns spans the space between the porch 
posts. Decorative brackets extend from the porch posts to the bargeboard on 
both first and second-storey levels. Flushboard surrounds the front entry. 

The L-shaped Gifford House contains eight main rooms. One unusual feature of 
the interior is the presence of two separate upstairs sections of the house. 
A dish cupboard between the dining rooms of the two sections has openings into 
both rooms. Also unusual for a house built in 1887 the ceilings are just 
eight feet in height. All the interior doors tl.own;t ·; ·:G:s have workable transoms. 

Only two alterations have been made to the Gifford House, both in 1947. A 
bathroom was made out of one end of the center hall downstairs, and the 
L-shaped porch on the west elevatipn was screened in. Originally this porch 
had bargeboard identical to that on the front portico. 

The Gifford House stands in good condition surrounded by 160 acres of pine 
trees. It has been well preserved by the five generations of Giffords who 
have occupied it. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gifford House, near Rosebud, Arkansas, is a two-and-one-half storey structure 
built in 1887. It is one of the oldest structures in the area and is significant 
to the locale as a reminder of the two families who have owned it. Architecturally 
the Gifford House is significant in its uniqueness and detailed workmanship. 
It is probably the most architecturally interesting house in the area. 

J. S. Darden was born in Tennessee in 1833. After working in a blacksmith 
shop in Missouri, he moved to White County, Arkansas in 1865. Just a short 
time later he began his sawmill and flourmill business. By 1887 Darden 
had been successful enough in his business to construct a house on the property 
he owned. He hired architects DeVoss and Carr from the nearby town of Heber 
Springs to supervise the work. From his own sawmill Darden took the finest 
cuts of lumber. The virgin pine used in constructing the house was largely 
without knots. Darden became wealthy and invested his money in the land 
surrounding his house. By 1890 he owned over 2,000 acres of land. 

In 1908 Darden sold the house and 160 acres surrounding it to J. S. Gifford. 
Gifford was a retired banker from Republican City, · Nebraska. Five generations 
of Giffords have lived in the house. The present owner, J. S. Gifford, Jr. 
has lived in the house since 1946. 

The architecture of the Gifford House represents the tastes of a successful 
sawmill owner in the 1880's. The house is historically significant because 
of its association with families prominent in the history of that area of 
White County. 
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