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S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
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Plymouth 
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E N T R Y D A T E 

DEC 2 7 ^74 
C O M M O N : 

_The Plymouth A n t i q u a r i a n House (use f o r p u b l i c a t i o n ) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Hedge House , Hammatt House 

(2. LOCATtON 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

126 Water Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P l y m o u t h 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

1 2 t h 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

P l y m o u t h 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C O U N T Y : 

P l y m o u t h 023 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

CChec* One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

[ j J P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

^ Occup ied 

I 1 U noccup ied 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

( 3 R e s t r i c t e d 

I 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

Q E d u c o t i o n a l 

Q En te r ta inmen t 

I 1 Government 

[ I I ndus t r i o l 

• M i l i t a r y 

Museum 

• Park 

m P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 TronsportaHon ''. : I f3 Cornments 

• Other (Specify) 

tn/Hi v ' 
1:4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Plymouth Anticfuarian Society,Inc. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

27 Nor th s t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Plymouth  
15. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Russell Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Plymouth 

S T A T E 

l)Ias sachusetts 
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r t 

025 

pP|?ESENTAtj l |N 1^ 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Tnvpntnry nf Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1967 • Federol [ 3 State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

[ j ^ E x c e l l e n t • Good -• - Q ] Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

CCfiecft O n e ; 

g A l t e r e d • U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

oved • O r i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The 1809 Plymouth Antiquarian House faces east on a s l i g h t rise overlooking 
Plymouth Harbor, flanked and fronted by modern commercial development. The 
two-story main section of the house has a truncated hip roof/and forms an 
elongated octagon, running from north to south. I t i s Fede/al i n styl e , as is 
the three-story ridge roof e l l which extends from the t^orrnwest rear corner. 
A variety of fabrics cover the exterior walls. the facade's f i r s t story i s 
covered with horizontal flush boarding. The second story and e l l are clapboar|d 
but the south side of the main house and part of the e l l are exposed brick. 
A delicate dentiled Ionic porch fronts the f i r s t f l o o r of the facade and is 
topped by a small balustrade. The octagonal entrance h a l l repeats the design 
of the main house and extends out undar the porch so that the doorway i s flush 
with the porch columns. The main house has two end chimneys; the e l l has two 
i n t e r i o r chimneys. The facade i s 7 bays wide with 6/6 sash. The entrance 
do^r i s flanked by two 4/4 windows and above i t , on the second f l o o r , i s a 
6/6 window flanked by two narrow 2/2 vindows. The house i s 7 bays deep, f i r s t 
f l o o r windows being 6/6 and second and t h i r d f l o o r windows being 8/12 and 
8/8 respectively. 

The entrance door opens into an octagonal h a l l with stairway, which i s flanked 
by an octagonal parlor and an octagonal keeping room. Over these two rooms, 
on the second f l o o r , are two bedrooms, a sewing room, and a dressing room. 
The f i r s t f l o o r of the e l l contains a dining room, kitchen, summer kitchen 
and carriage shed. The top two floors of the e l l house bedrooms. 

In 1830 the 3-story e l l was enlarged with the aforementioned summer-kitchen 
and carriage shed on the f i r s t f l o o r and bedrooms on- the two floors above. No 
str u c t u r a l ,change has been made ,since 1830 except for the-introduction of 
gas i n 1854 and running water i n 1863, 

On the inside of the L formed by the house i s a restoration "knot garden". The 
entire property i s handsomely landscaped..- , . . 
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{6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

18th Century 

• 19th Centu ry 

• 20th Century 

SPECI FI C D A T E ( S ) ( I t A p p l i c a b l e e n d K n o w n ) 1 8 0 9 a n d 1 8 3 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q . H i s t o r i c . 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

IX] A r c h i t e c t u r e .^^^ 

• A r t 

Commerce 

1 1 Commun ico t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

[ 1 E ng inee r i ng 

I ndus t r y /. 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

1 I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

n Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

, losophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

[ 1 Urban P lann ing 

• Other f S p e c i / y ; 

S T A T E » ) 1 E N i T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The 1809 Plymouth Antiquarian House i s si g n i f i c a n t as a fine and well preserved 
example of a, Federal elongated octagon and as;the home of two prominent 
Plymouth families. , The house was b u i l t i n 1809 by 
William Hanmatt, a Plymouth .merchant and ship owner who was very active i n 
the social l i f e of Plymouth. He occupied the house with his wife and six 
children u n t i l 1820. When his business suffered heavily from the War of 1812 
he sold the house but continued to l i v e there u n t i l 1B20. At that time, many 
Plymouth people were interested i n developing land i n Maine. Mr.Hammatt, 
with others of his family, bought land there. He moved to Bangor, where he 
became a leading c i t i z e n . Eventually he founded the town of Howland, named 
for his Pilgrim ancestor, where he b u i l t a house modeled on his house i n 
Plymouth. In the prospectus of his new town, he urged young men to se t t l e 
there, and "make themselves independent with no t o o l but the axe, and no 
stock i n trade but honesty, industry, and sobriety". 

tn ,1830 :the, Antiqu^riaij House was bought.by Thomas He;^^, ..another Plymouth 
tierchant, whose family occupied the house for nearly a hundred years. Thomas 
riedge and, his brother,. Isaac Lothrop Hedge, were partners. They owned, shares 
in many ships, some of wliiich were fish i n g schooners and coasters which made 
i^oyages to the Mediterranean, England, France and Russia. The Hedges also 
Dwned shares i n four whaling ships. The MAYFLOWER and the FORTUNE were named 
after the Pilgrim ships; the ARBELLA was named for the flag-ship of the.fleet 
bhat brought Puritan s e t t l e r s to Salem and Boston. The building of the whaler 
lAYFIOWER marked the recovery of Plymouth after the War of 1812. To process 
:he o i l from these whaling ships, the Hedges b u i l t a candle factory. The 
Family also owned Hedge's Wharf, s i t e of Plitiouth Rock, which extended from 
:he base of the ris e on which the house was situated. 

Thomas Hedge had nine children. Like the Hammatts, the Hedges were known for 
;heir h o s p i t a l i t y . The house, i n i t s exterior and i n t e r i o r , r e f l e c t s the 
elegance, sophistication and prosperity of the heyday of Plymouth's maritime' 
•Importance, '.ci .L i wo-.-j (.̂û  _:.oisea oy i _...;'iiu , i ' 6ci"ie 

'?he house remained i n the Hedge family u n t i l 1920, when i t was purchased by 
he Plymouth Anticruarian Society and moved adjacent to i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e to 
ivoid demolition. I t i s now a house museum furnished with Plymouth pieces of 
:he period, some of which are Hedge heirlooms. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1. Davis,William T., Ancient Landmarks of Plymouth, Boston, 1883. 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U n E A N D L O N G i ' ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i ; . L t i N i T I i R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

UTM ° 
Z 19, E 03,61,800 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

o ' 

N 46,46,490 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : l O S S t h a n an a c r e 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T T B O U t ^ J A R I ES 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y ..' • > . ' • \ 

/\>> Jjk, 
C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y ..' • > . ' • \ 

/\>> Jjk, 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : 

QCT V f:^ 
C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

QCT V f:^ 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : 

NATIONAL 
C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

NATIONAL 
S T A T E : 

.- ^ ' r 
1 1 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

\ :;x / -
C O D E S T A T E : 

.- ^ ' r 
1 1 

C O U N T Y : 

\ :;x / -

0 

m 

z 
«/» 
H 

C 

n 
H 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Mindy Arbo, National Register Editor, for Elizabeth Amadon, Acting Exec.Dir 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

D A T E 

8/13/74 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Boston 617-727-8470 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATIOfSl 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 02108 325 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cert ify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State ^ Local • 

n F.X.Davoren 
tary of the Commonwealth 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ollice oi Archeology and Hiatorie Preservation 

Name 

D i t e 

ATTEST: 

T i t l e Chairman,Masaachusetts HisLuiical 
Commission 

Date Date EC 2 6 1974 
•ft U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



PROPERTY The Plvmouth Antiquarian Hou.ge STATE 

WORKING NUMBER /i>.7.7¥. /L,¥3 ri ak 
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MAPS I 

CONTROL REVIEW 

/ 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
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2 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 1*10**1  

Federal Register entry '2- ~ '-^ -

Send-back 

Re-submit. 
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0£C 2 6 1974 
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MO beacon S^eet ^oiton. .y^oMac^uielii 02^08 

727-8Jt70 4/ RECEIVED 
September 17, 1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets,NW 
Washington DC I 20240 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

;\3 

096888 
CERTIFIED MAIL Attention: Charles Herrington,Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed are three National Register submissions for the following properties: 

1. Plymouth, Plymouth Antiquarian House, Plymouth County 
2. Plymouth, Harlow Old Fort House, Plymouth County 
3. Danvers, Salem Village Historic D i s t r i c t , Essex County 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of the 
Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
and designated the State Liason Officer. 

Please l e t us know i f any other information i s necessary. 

Sincerely, 

e 
Elizabeth Amadon 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered ?^C-2 7 1974 

Ncune Location 

Barlow Old Fort Eouse 

Plymouth Antiquarian House 

Plyntouth 
Plymouth County 

Plytaouth 
Plymouth County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hem. Edward W. Erooke 
Hon. Gerry E. Studds 
Regloaal Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

PR MMott/sow 12/28/74 

Stato Historic Preservation Officer 
>!oa. John P. Z. Davoren 
Secretary of the Conoaonvcalth 
Chalroan, Miasaechuaetts Historical 
CoKoisslon 

40 Beacon St. 
Boston, Masaachusetts 02108 


