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C OMMON :

STATE:

Massachusetts

ITUNTY:

Plymouth

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

DEC 27 N4

_The Plymouth Antiquarian House (use for publication)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Hedge House , Hammatt House
(2. LOCATt ON
STREET AND NUMBER:
126 Water Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Plymouth 12th
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts 025 Plymouth 023
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
CChec* One) TO THE PUBLIC
District Building Public Public Acquisition: A Occupied Yes:
Site Structure [jJ Private I I In Process I 1 Unoccupied (3 Restricted
Object Both [ I Being Considered | 1 Preservation work | 1 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I I Agricultural I 1 Government Park I 1 TronsportaHon . 1 f3  Cornments

I 1 Commercial [ | Industriol m Private Residence
Q Educotional Military I 1 Religious
Q  Entertainment Museum | 1 Scientific

14 OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

Pl ymout h Anticfuarian Society,Inc.

STREET AND NUMBER:

27 North street
CITY OR TOWN:
Plymouth
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. ETC:

Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:
Russel |l Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Plymouth

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,

pP|?ESENTALjIN 17

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Other (Specify)

M assachusetts

STATE

las sachusetts

Tnvpntnry nf Historic Assets of t he Coomonweal t h

DATE OF SURVEY: 1967 D Federol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

[

[3 State .

County

STATE:

Massachusetts

Local

tn/Hi v

025

025

CODE

025

NO3IO02INZO



17. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[i*  Excellent . Good = -Q] Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION CcCfiecft One; (Check One)
g Altered . Unoltered oved . Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 1809 Pl ymouth Antiquarian House faces east on a slight rise overlooking
Pl ymout h Harbor, flanked and fronted by mobdern commercial devel opnent. The
two-story main section of t hehouse has a truncated hi proof/and forms an

el ongated octagon, running fromnorth tosouth. |t isFede/al i nstyle, as is
the three-story ridge roof ell which extends fromt het”orrnwest rear corner.
A variety of fabrics cover theexterior walls. t hefacade's first storyi s

covered with horizontal flush boarding. The second story and ell are clapboar|d
but  thesouth side of themain house and part of theell areexposed brick.

A delicate dentiled lonic porch fronts thefirst floor of thefacade and i s
topped by a small balustrade. The octagonal entrance hall repeats the design
of themain house and extends out undar t heporch so that thedoorway i s flush
with theporch colums. The mai n house has two end chi meys; theell hastwo
interior chimeys. The facade i s7 bays widewith 6/6 sash. The entrance

do*r i sflanked by two 4/4 windows and above it, on t hesecond floor, i s a
6/6 wi ndow flanked by two narrow 2/2 vindows. The house i s7 bays deep, first
floor windows being 6/6 and second and third floor wi ndows being 812 and

8/8 respectively.

3 3

The entrance door opens into an octagonal hall with stairway, which i s flanked

by an octagonal parlor and an octagonal keeping room Over these two roomns,

on t hesecond floor, aretwo bedroons, a sewing room and a dressing room H
The first floor of theell contains a dining room kitchen, sumer kitchen

and carriage shed. The toptwo floors of theell house bedroons.

In 1830 t he 3-story ell was enlarged with t heaforementionedsumrer-kitchen n
and carriage shed on thefirst floor and bedrooms on- the two floors above. No
structural ,change has been made, since 1830 except forthe-introduction of

gas i n 1854 and running water i n 1863,

O theinside of thelL formed by t hehouse i sa restoration "knot garden". The
entire property i shandsonely |andscaped..- :

X1



{6. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion 1 . 16th Century 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century

SPECI FIC DATE(S) (ItApplicable end Known) 1809 and 1830

Art

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ | Education . Political [ 1 Urban Planning
1 | Prehistoric [ 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other fSpecily;
Q . Historic. Industry /. , losophy
I 1 Agriculture I 1 Invention Q Science
IX] Architecture .~ I 1 Landscape [ Sculpture
|

|
Architecture | Social/Human-

Commerce 1 | Literature itarian
1 1 Communicotions . Military Theater
1 1 Conservation n Music

I 1 Transportation

STATE»)1ENIT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1809 Plymouth Antiquarian House i ssignificant as a fine and well preserved
exampl e of a Federal elongated octagon and as;the hone of two prom nent

Plymouth families. , The house was built i n1809 by
WIlliam Hanmatt, a Plymouth .nerchant and ship owner whowas very activei n
the social life of Plymouth. He occupied thehouse with hiswife and si x

children until 1820. Wen hi s business suffered heavily fromtheVar of 1812
he sold t hehouse but continuedtolive there until 1B20. At that time, nany
Plymouth people were interested i ndeveloping land i nMine. M.Hamatt,

with others of hisfamly, bought land there. He noved t oBangor, where he
becane a leading citizen. Eventually he founded t hetown of How and, naned
for hisPilgrimancestor, where hebuilt a house nodel ed onhi s housei n
Plymouth. | ntheprospectus of hi s newtown, heurged young nent o settle
there, and"nake themselves independent with notool but theaxe, and no
stock i ntrade but honesty, industry, and sobriety".

tn ,1830 :the, Antiqu”riaij House was bought.by Thomas He; A, ..another Plynouth
tierchant, whose family occupied thehouse fornearly a hundred years. Thonas
riedge and, his brother,. Isaac Lot hrop Hedge, were partners. They owned, shares
in many ships, sone of wiiich were fishing schooners and coasters which nade
i"oyages t ot he Mediterranean, England, France and Russia. The Hedges al so
Daned shares i nfour whaling ships. The MAYALOMR and t he FORTUNE wer e narned
after thePilgrim ships; the ARBELLA was naned f ortheflag-ship of the.fleet
bhat brought Puritan settlers t o Salem and Boston. Thebuilding of t hewhaler
| AYH OMR marked t herecovery of Plynouth after theVér of 1812. To process
:he oi | fromthese whaling ships, theHedges built a candle factory. The
Family al so owned Hedge's Wharf, site of Plitiouth Rock, which extended from
:he base of therise onwhich thehouse was situated.

Thomas Hedge had nine children. Like theHamatts, the Hedges were known f or
;heir hospitality. The house, i nits exterior and interior, reflectsthe

el egance, sophistication and prosperity of theheyday of Plynouth's maritime'
*Inportance, '.ci Li w.- (W _—.oisea oy i _.;'iiu i ' 6citie

‘e house remained i ntheHedge fam |y until 1920, when it was purchased by
he Plymouth Anticruarian Society and noved adjacent toits original sitet o
ivoid demolition. | ti snowa house rmuseum furnished with Plymouth pieces of
:he period, sonme of which ar e Hedge heirl ooms.



9. MVIORB BLI G3RAPH CAL REFERENCES
1. Davis,WIlliam T., Ancient

Society.

TO GECG3RAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW
NE
SE

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Landmarks of Pl ynout h,
2. Briggs,Rose T., "TheAntiquarian House",

Boston, 1883.
panphl et, Pl ynout h Anticjuarian

LATITURE ANDLONGI'" IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING Thi;.LtiNiTIiR POIN I OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
UTM ° o

Z 19, E 03,61,800 N 46,46,490

loss than an acre

ILIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTT BOUt"J ARIES

STATE: CODE
STATE: CODE
STATE: CODE
STATE: CODE
- n r

11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME ANDTITLE:
M ndy Arbo, National Register Editor,
ORGANI ZATION
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Bost on 617-727-8470
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATIOfSI

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicLaw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National State ~ Local .

Name
n F. X Davoren

tary of t he Conmonweal t h

Tile Chai r man, Masaachusetts Hi sLuii cal

Conmi ssi on

Date

COUNTY Loe > te \ CODE
N>> Jjk,
COUNTY: CODE
QT V fin
COUNTY: CODE
NATIONAL
COUNTY: CODE

X / -

for Elizabeth Aradon, Acting Exec.Dir

DATE

8/13/74

STATE

Massachusetts 02108
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

325

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Register.

Director, Ollice oi Archeology and Hiatorie Preservation
Dite

ATTEST:

e EC 26 194

«ft U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1
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6" AT Tielaly

MO beacon  Steet Agiton.  .y*oMactuidlii 02208
727-83t70
4/ KB
Sept enber 17, 1974
NATIONAL
REGISTER
National Register
National Park Service
18th and C Streets, NW
Washi ngton DC | 20240
096888
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAl L

Dear Charles:
Encl osed arethree National Register subm ssions for thefollowingproperties:

1. Plymouth, Plymouth Antiquarian House, Plymuth County
2. Plymouth, Harlow O dFort House, Plymouth County
3. Danvers, SalemVillage Historic District, Essex County

These have been declared eligible for subm ssion by t heMssachusetts Historical
Commi ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of the
Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of t heMassachusetts Historical Comm ssion
and designated theState Liason Officer.

Please | et us know i f any other information i snecessary.
Sincerely,

e

Elizabeth Amadon
Acting Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MASSACHUSETTS
Dat e Ent ered MG 2 7 1974

Nure Locati on

Barl ow A d Fort Eouse M ynt out h
P ymout h County

Pl ynout h Antiquarian House M ytaouth
P ynmout h Gounty

Al'so Notified Stato Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Soa. John P. Z Davoren
Hm Edward W Erooke Secretary of the QGonoaonvcal th
Hon. Gerry E. Studds Chal roan, M asaechuaetts Historical
Regl oaal Director, North Atlantic CoKoi ssl on
Regi on 40 Beacon St .

Bost on, Masaachusetts 02108
PR M\bt t / sow 12/ 28/ 74



