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street & number SCHOOL. CHESTNUT. PARK AND WEST STREETS not for publication
city ortown CHICOPEE vicinity
state MASSACHUSETTS code MA county HAMPDEN code 013 zip code 01013

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisf*"S”omination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Annheets o does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally » statewidefl*ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) /\

re of certifying official/Title Judith AjUcDonough, Executive Director
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _ building(s)
X public-local X district
__ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single dwelling

multiple dwelling
LANDSCAPE: park
SOCIAL: meeting hall
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
Greek Revival: Italianate: Second Empire

Queen Anne: Colonial Revival: Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Hampden, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
53 26 building
1 sites
structures
_ objects
54 27 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
multiple dwellings

LANDSCAPE: park
SOCIAL: meeting hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, cinderblock, concrete

walls brick, wood, asbestos, asphalt, aluminum,
vinyl siding, TRIM: sandstone, granite, pressed
brick, pressed metal, wood

roof  asphalt, tar and gravel

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



ftf>Sf=orfii10-900-« OMQ Apftrw Noi. 1024-4X3It

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Cabotville Common Higtoric District
Chicopee (Hampden Co.), Mass
Section number— | — Page 1—

The Cabotville Common Historic District includes fifty-eight principal structures and
twenty-one outbuildings, such & garages, bams, and dheds of a subgtantial 9ze. The district
encompases a six-block working-class resdential neighborhood in the heart of Chicopee Center.
The district is roughly bounded by neighborhoods of commercid buildingsto the eest and south,
by Interstate 391 to the west, and by commercia buildings giving way to Chicopee's industrial
center to the north. The neighborhood centers around Lucy Wisniowski Park, historically known
& "The Common," arectangular park of nearly two acres (Photos #1-3). The Common was the
first open goaceinthe City desgnated for public use, and hes been in continuous use as public
open goece from 1845 to the present. Developed as a resdentid neighborhood to house
employees of Chicopee's nineteenth-century industries, the Cabotville Common Historic District
conggts of angle and multi-family dwellings dating from 1845 to 1910, and includes the
meseting hall of alocal fraternal organization dating from 1913. While mogt of the buildings are
wood-frame dructures, a subdantid percentage (dmost one-third) are masonry  buildings,
reflecting in miniature the materids and congtruction detalls of the industrial and commercid
buildings in the neighborhoods surrounding the district. The construction scae in the district
tends to be smdl, with single and double houses predominating over larger buildings.
Consdering the urban location of the neighborhood, the building lots are perhaps a bit larger
than one might expect. Over haf the lots are between five thousand and ten thousand souare feet
in d9ze, which alows room for resdents to maintain modest backyards and Sde yards.
Architecturaly, the buildings are relatively smple, in kegping with the modest means of their
original resdents. Greek Reviva tendsto be the dominant style. Through the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, many Gresk Reviva houseswere updated with Itaianate, Quean Anne,
or Colonia Reviva features such as door hoods and porches. Later styles, such as Itdianate,
Second Empire, Quean Anne, and Colonia Revival, are represented in simplified forms, often
with the shgpe of a roof or the columns or pods on a porch serving as the only dues to a
building's style. Asthe dwellingsin the district were often quite smal to begin with, additions
have been made over the course of the past one hundred and fifty years to accommodate larger
numbers of occupants. Such changes have resulted in some awkward configurations, a
dterations were made more with an eye toward maximizing ussble goece rather than creating a
pleasing exterior gopearance. Nineteenth-century magps showing the buildings' footprintsindicate
that many such additions were mede during the first fifty or sixty years of the district's history,
and 0 occurred during the period of significance.

The district forms a rough trapezoid with the Common (Wisniowski Park - Map #59 -
Photos #1-3) as its center. Reddentid devdopment endosss the park on four Sdes. The
orientation of the buildingsaround the park, dong with smilaritiesin scade, style, materids,

(continued)
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stback, and use, give the district its characteridic identity as a cohesve nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century residential neighborhood. As one progresses beyond the district to the north
and south, the nature of properties changes from residentia to commercid, cregting a digtinct
bregk in usage patens. To the eed, the bordering neighborhood becomes a mixture of
commercid and residentia properties focusing out toward Dwight and Center Streets rather than
inward toward the Common. To the west, a significant bresk in continuity occurs as one crosses
Wes Street, where the demolition of a number of dructures and the congtruction of a large
expanse of pavement hes created a marked visual bregk between the Cabotville Common district
and the residentia arees dong Dublin, Tremont, Abbey, and Emerdd Streetsto the west.

Congtruction of the neighborhood around the Common took place in three pheses
During the first phase, from 1846 to about 1870, over half of the buildings in the district were
completed (sse 1855 and 1870 mgps). Houses from this period are mostly smal wood or brick
Grek Revival homes (Photos #3, 4, 6, and 8). From 1871 to about 1890, ancther fifth of the
dructures were built. While severd of them are similar in scde to those of the early phese a
number are dightly larger, accommodating four or more units of housng. The last phese of
development, from 1891 to 1915, is marked by the congruction of four subgantia masonry
dructures (Photos #10-13), filling in lots which had been vacant, or replacing earlier, smdler
buildings.

The first phase began in 1846, when loca builders garted constructing modest houses
surrounding the new park. Condruction in this area took a different form from the type of
congtruction that was occurring to accommodate millworkersto the north of the Cabotville
Common area. There, the Springfield Cand Company hed built a series of large row houses that
saved as boarding houses for young women recruited to work in Chicopeds mills from the
1820sto the 1840s For the first few decades of their history, such boarding houses were owned
and managed by the manufacturing companies themsdves. However, in the Cabotville Common
neighborhood, the Springfield Cand Company merdy laid out dreets and sold off lots to
individuals who built modest single or double houses dther for themsdves to live in or to
manege as renta properties. Only one of the early buildingsin this district, the C. Albro Block
(74-80 Chestnut Street, Map #24 - ¢. 1853 - Photo #7), is of asze and scade smilar to the large
boarding houses to the north. The res are smdl wood-frame or brick Greek Revival houses
designed for owners or tenants of modest means The new resdents were usualy machinigts,
overseers, builders, and other skilled laborers who were one sep up in income from the young
women who lived in the boarding houses

(continued)
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Congtruction proceeded a areatively brisk pace during this early period. Nearly half of
the homes now ganding in the digtrict were completed by 1855. The whole Cabotville areawas
0 densdy settled by the late 1840s that the new town of Chicopee erected a number of schools

in the area. One was located on Soruce Stredt, a the edge of the Common. The Soruce Stret
Schoal (no longer extant) was an L-shgped brick Gresk Reviva building with pedimented

gables

Ore builder whose influence dominated the district in this early phese was Charles
("Captain Mac") McClalan. A mager mason, McClalan has been credited with the construction
of mog of Cabotville's early masonry residentid, industrial, and commercid buildings, as well
& the areds network of cands and dams He built a number of modest Gresk Revival brick
houses throughout Chicopee Center. The masonry homes he condructed in the Cabotville
Common district tend to be 1\2 -2 \2 -gstory Sde-gable dructures whose Gresk Revival syleis
articulated through pedimented gables or cornice returns. One of his sgnature design trademarks
is the use of corbeled brickwork inthe gable eaves. Severd buildingsinthe district exhibit this
characteridtic, including the Tryphena Wright House (53 Chestnut Street - Mgp #10 - 1846), the
Lorenzo Lane House (67 Chestnut Strest - Mgp #13 - 1846 - Photo #6), the M. Hays House (55
West Street - Map #41 - ¢. 1855 - Phaoto #5), and the P. Fogerty House (8 School Street - Map
#48 - c. 1853). Inthe Lane House, McClalan dso experimented with the Gothic Revival style,
adding a pointed-arch attic window inthe end gable. Another motif which McClallan favored
was the denticulated cornice. The John |.Conklin Property & 13 Park Strest (Map #36 - ¢. 1855 -
Photo #8) exhibits this characteristic, as doesthe John Cronin House (2 School Street - Map #47
- 1847 - Photo #4). The Conklin Property a0 features an daborate Itdianate door hood, which

is supported by heavy scrolled brackets with pendants

Two other masonry buildingsin which McClalan may have had a hand are the John
Chase Property (33 School Streat - Map #57 - ¢. 1855) and the Patrick Burke Block (21-25 West
Street - Map #51 - ¢. 1870). The latter was built on a piece of land desded to McClalan by the
Springfield Cand Company in 1845, 0 it is likely that McClalan congructed this large
multifamily block. One of the smplest of the masonry buildings, its only decorative features are
the cornice returns a the gable ends and the segmenta  arches over the windows, which ae a
departure from the heavy sanddone lintels digplayed in many of McClallan's other houses. The
Cheee Property was owned as arentd property by Springfield Cand Company agent John Chase,
who worked with McClallan on a number of construction projects in Cabotville. The dose
busness reationship that the two men had mekes it probable that McClallan condructed this

(continued)
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housBi On the Cheoo Property, rather than just hint a a Greek pediment through the use of

cornice returns, McClalan used projecting courses of brickwork to create a fully articulated
pediment and entablature.

Wood-frame buildings from the first development phese of the didtrict range from
simplified examples of Gregk Revival style, whose only suggestion of Grecian formsis the use
of cornice returns, to homes with fully pedimented gebles and doors framed with siddlights,
pilagters, and entablatures. Examples of the more fiilly articulated Greek Reviva syle in the
neighborhood include the Amaziah Bullens Property a 59 Chestnut Street (Map#11 - ¢. 1855 -
Photo #3), the Jodah Smms House (47 Chestnut Street - Map #9 - 1847 - Photo #3), the Alpheus
Underwood House (81 Chestnut Street - Map #21 - ¢. 1859), and the John A. Denison House (79
Pak Strest - Map #17 - 1846). All four houses ae 2 Y2 story, gable-front, sde-hdl plan
dructures with fully pedimented gables Doorways are framed by siddlights and pilasters, and the
Underwood House includes an entrance porch supported on square piers with Tuscan capitas. A
smpler example, the Amaziah Bullens Property a 12-14 Bullens Streest (Map#1 - ¢. 1855), hes
the pedimented front gable and pilagters flanking the entrance door, but lacks the sddights of the
other four houses.

Most of the wood-frame dructures from this period, however, ae much smpler, in
keegping with the modest means of their occupants. Some have little to indicate their syle other
than a pedimented gable like those visible on the Amaziah Bullens Property & 25 School Stregt
(Map #56 - c. 1855), the Luther C. Clgpp House (70 Park Street - Map #19 - 1847), or the Patrick
Byrnes House (67 Park Strest - Magp #14 - ¢. 1855). Aneven grester number of the housss are
smply gable-front sde-hal plan housss that hint a a pediment through the use of cornice
returns. Some examples of this type of condruction include the J. McCarty House (41 Wes
Street - Map #45 - ¢. 1870 - Photo #4), the Fogerty House (16 Cooney Flace, formeriy 22-24
Soruce Street - Map # 40 - ¢. 1855), the Ames Company Property (26 Park Street - Map#29 - C.
1855), the Robert Pearson House (68 School Street - Map #5 - ¢. 1859), and the Captain Day
Properties a 36 Park Strest (Map #27 - ¢. 1859) and 40 Park Strest (Map #26 - ¢. 1859).

A few houses of this period show a merging of Greek Revival and Itdianate dements
With itsuse of dimension lumber and right angles, the Gresk Reviva was a chegp and essy style
to build. A capenter could ue a few boards to suggest a stylish pediment, pilagters, or
entablature, without the expense or bother of ingtaling detailed molding. As new, more ornate
syles became more popular, the smple lines of Gresk Revival housss could easly sarve as a
backdrop for more fashionable ornamentation. A property owner inthe Cabotville Common area
might not be able to afford to completely remodd his housein the new style, or to build a new

(continued)
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home with all the brackets, anges® and decorativefl ouri shesof the newer Viotorian styles, h
the addition of a door hood here or abay window there was a chegp and essy way to update an
old house or adgpt the Smpledesign of a new oneto the latest style. The G.H. Chagpman Property
(10 Cooney Place, formerly 28 Sporuce Street - Map #39 - ¢. 1855) exhibits abasc Greek Reviva
dde-gable house with cornice returns that hes been enlivened with the addition of a heavy
Itaianate door hood supported on heavy scrolled brackets with pendants. On a smdler and
smpler scae, the E. Brennan House (49 West Strest - Map #43 - ¢. 1855) soorts a small door
hood supported on brackets scroll-sawn with a vine pattern. A polygona bay window on the
house's facade adds ancther dement of the Itdianate style.

By 1870, builders had transformed the Cabotville Common district from an agricultural
landscgpe to a amdl-scae urban resdentia neighborhood. I n the neighborhood surrounding the
Common, over two-thirds of the lots had been developed; most of the open land left lay on the
fringes of the district. The Common was no longer perceived as agricultura land. The town
forbade grazing livestock on the Commonin 1871, and the Common began to function more as a
park than a pagture.

The period from 1870 to 1890 marks the sscond phase in the neighborhood's growth.
There were still afew modest Gresk Reviva homes built inthistime. Thetiny David Ouimette
House a 61 Chestnut Strest (Map #61 - ¢. 1835) is Smilar in Sze and smplicity to the Gresk
Revival housss of the district's first period of devdopment, while the James Shea House (75
West Street - Mgp#32 - ¢. 1875) is reminiscent in scae and detail of many of the single-family
brick cottages Charles McClalan built during the 1840s and 1850s However, mogst of the
buildings from this period tend to be larger than their predecessors, usualy accommodating three
to eight families. They formed atrangition of scae between the modest houses of thefirst period
and the large gpartment blocks that would be built during the latter phese of the district's
devdopment. These larger homes were built in simplified versons of the Romantic Revival
dyles that became popular during the Victorian period. For example, three middle-sized brick
gpoatment housss of this period exhibit basc dements of the Second Empire and Itdianate
dyles, but lack the daborate ornamentation found in more expensve examples of these syles.
The mansard roof of the Collins-Connor Block a 20 Park Strest (Map #30 - ¢. 1885) isthe only
clue to its Second Empire style. Bracketed door hoods and sesp rooflines mark the Michael C.
Collins Block (59 Wes Street - Map #34 - 1834 - Photo #9) and the Mrs. T.H. Wood House (7
Pak Stregt - Map #35 - ¢. 1884) as exanples of the Itdianate style. However, all three brick
blocks lack the daborate window treatments often found in the Second Empire and Itdianate
yles—segmentd  arches are the only significant features accenting the windows.

(continued)
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The Collins and Wood buildings were probably both congtructed by mason Michad C.
Callins. The Callins Block, located on a more prominent dte a the corner of Pak and West
Streets, is the larger of the two, and recaives dightly more decorative detail. Blackened bricks
ddlineate window arches and the cornice line, creating a polychromatic effect. Collins, a second-
generation Irish-American, was a mason who prospered enough that he was able to develop red
edae in his neighborhood. He built 59 West Strest (Photo #9) in 1884 a& a cost of $8,000.
Around the comer, on Park Stredt, the Mrs. T.H. Wood House is strikingly similar to the Collins
Block, though on a samdler scde Although the builder is not listed, given the similarities
between the two buildings, itislikely that Collins built 7 Park Street as well. The house lacksthe
polychromatic brickwork, and isafew bays smdler than its neighbor, but the segp roof linesand
denticulated cornices are identical. Both housss dso have Itdianate door hoods supported on
heavy ornamenta brackets. The Callins Block's door surround is dlightly more ornate than the
Wood House's.

One subgtantid wood-frame structure was aso added to the neighborhood. The Roberts-
Burns Block (60 School Street - Map#6 - ¢. 1889) is a smpleflat-roofed, cube-shgped building
that exhibits touches of Itaianate ornament in the denticulated and modillioned cornices a its
roofline and on itsthree-story porch. Brackets and turned posts on the building's porches are the
only other decoration. It gopearsthe builder took a block-shaped Itaianate house and crossed it
with the triple-deckers that were becoming popular in the late 19th century to creste a building
that would acoommodate severd families.

A few more modest double or triple houses were dso built during this period, with one
builder adding anarrow road to open up anew lot and two builders resorting to adding homesin
back yards in order to maximize the developable land area. Groocer John McKeag opened
McKeag Avenue around 1871 to connect School Strest and Park Street. This narrow right-of -
way mede the rear portion of McKeag's School Strest lot accessble, and alowed for the
congtruction of the Matt Ryan House (Map #16 - ¢. 1878), a smple building that combines the
degp roofline of the new Quean Anne syle with the cornice returns of Colonia and Greek
Reviva syles. The building incdudes a Colonia Reviva porch with Tuscan columns. On
Chestnut Strest, the twin Ann A. Leppens Properties a 14-16 (Map #3) and 18-20 Chestnut
Street (Map #2) were built around 1885, standing one behind the other. These two housesinthe
Coloniad Reviva Style, are 2 12 dories with two-story front porches. Both retain most of their
original three-over-one sash windows, many of which are paired. Another backyard house, the

(continued)
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Knnft-1 .iffinvnnd Housg a 80 122 Chestnut Street (Map #33—c. 1885) was condructed as in fill-

housing behind the earlier M oran-Robinson House (82-88 Chestnut Street - Mgp #22 - ¢. 1855)

As new homes were being built, older ones were expanded. Early houses grew to
accommodate ever larger numbers of resdents; their growth is evident in the form of sometimes
awkward dls and wingsthat were randomly added through the nineteenth century, making some
houses look as if they are burgting out of their skins. The J. A. Haynes House (37-39 Chestnut
Street - Map #7 - 1849) and the Ames Company Property (26 Pak Street - Magp #29 - . 1855)
ae two vivid examples of the haphazard dls and wings that were tacked onto older homes to
cregte more goace. Eugene Buckley, a carpenter who lived a the Haynes House inthe 1880s and
1890s may have been responsble for some of the late nineteenth-century additions. Morris
JMoynahan, a carpenter living a the Ames Property during that same period, may have made
some of the changesto that house.

A particularly odd-looking gpecimen isthe G. Shedon House a 41 Chestnut Stret (Map
#3 - ¢. 1855 - Photo #3). Probably built by carpenter Jodah Smms, who lived next door a 47
Chestnut Street, the Sheldon House gppearsto be acompodte of two sde-by-sde Greek Revival
houses which have been connected & some point in their history. The house now looks like a
modified satbox turned Sdeways to the dreet. Maps indicate that the housgs unusud shepeis
the result of modifications mede fairly early in its history. Originaly, it ssansto have been a
gable-front Gresk Revival, with the northern half serving as the dreet facade, and an offset rear
ell extending from the back of the building. Some time between 1870 and 1885, the housgs
footprint changed, and the rear ell was extended forward and a new facade created, linking the
two sections inone plane.

As architectura fashions changed, 0 too, did homes in the Cabotville Common
neighborhood. Italianate, Quean Anne, and Colonia Revival entries, bay windows, and porches
were added during the neighborhood's last two pheses of deve opment. Many houses now sport
entry porches with turned posts typical of Quean Anne construction, or Tuscan columns typical
of the Colonial Reviva style. The Jodah Simms House (47 Chestnut Street - Map #9 - 1847 -
Photo #3), for example, has been modified with a two-story Queen Anne front porch featuring
Tuscan columns and polygond shingles covering the baustrade. Another example, the G.H.
Chapman Property a 4 Cooney Place (originaly 33-34 Soruce Street - Magp #38, ¢. 1855), hes a
Quean Anne porch with bracketed railings and carved posts tacked on to the back. The Colonial
Revival comer porch added to the Patrick Byrnes House a 67 Park Street (Map #14 - ¢. 1855) in
the early 20th century complements the house's Greek Revival form. The Sdlina Goff House &

(continued)
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76 Pak Strest (Map #18 - 1846) had a Queen Anne one-gtory front porch with turned posts
added to it, and its entry door was changed inthe late 19th century for a more stylish door with
daned glass panes

From 1890 to 1915, the neighborhood entered its final phase of development. With very
few open lots | eft, new resdential constmction consged of atrio of large brick agpartment blocks
and one wood-frame house. The gpartment blocks tend to be pared-down (and hence chegper)
vesons of lae Victorian yles—vegudy Itdianate dements predominae in the form of
ssgmentdly arched windows and corbelled cornices suggestive of brackets.

The first of the threg, the T.W. McCarthy block a 37-39 School Street (Map #58 - Photo
#11), was begun in 1891 as an investment property for sdloonkesgper Thomas W. McCarthy. The
actud builder is not known. The block is desgned in a late Victorian style that incorporates
simplified dements of Itdianate ornamentation. Textured brickwork is used to articulate window
openings and deineate each story. Segmenta arches and polygona bay windows suggest the
Itdianate style, as does the symmetrica placement of the bay windows on ether dde of the
entrance door. However, the building lacks the three-dimensonad ornamentation and exuberant
trim usudly foundin Itaianate buildings of this period. Overal, the facadeis fairly smooth, with
brickwork projecting only dightly to smulate the textura effect of hooded windows and
bracketed cornices on a modest (and inexpensve) scade The threestory  building presents a
symmetrica facade with paired entry doors framed by twin polygona bay windows. Doorways
are shaded benesth a pedimented hood supported on heavy brackets. Segmentd  arches over the
windows are articulated with rows of projecting brickwork which link the impost line of the
aches in a horizontal band. The gone window sills are dso linked with courses of recessed
brickwork forming a strong horizonta line. This building originally had only two dories, but a
third floor was added in 1893, dmost immediately after completion. The original cornice is
visible in aband of corbelled brickwork just below the third-floor window sills. The building's
prominent cornice is dso omamented with two bands of strongly corbelled brickwork,giying the
impression of rows of shalow brackets, separated by a band of bricks turned diagonally on end
to create a digper-work effect. Just below the cornice, a plaque gives the building's date of
congtruction and the name of itsbuilder.

The second gpartment block, the M.C. Hedly Building (Map #42 - Photo #10), was built
in 1892 by contractors M.C. Hedy & Son, whaose principas, Michae and Jolm Headly, lived in
the digtrict. Like the McCarthy Block, the Hedy Building was congructed in a late Victorian
dyle that includes dements of asimplified interpretation of Itdianate design. Its facadesdesign

(continued)
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is amilar to that of the McCarty Block, with a centrd entry flanked by two polygona bay
windows. Decoration is dightly more detailed inthis building, with subtle variations i n textures
and materids used to divide the facade into horizontal sections. Rows of pressed-brick rosettes
form a string course beow the segmentdly arched windows sanddone sills. Rosettes dso
gopear in the entablature and in the ssgmenta arches over eech window. The building's cornice
is heavily corbelled and denticulated, to give the illusion of arow of brackets. The central entry
bay is st off by the use of granite in addition to sandgone and pressed brick. The segmentd arch
over the doorway is made of sandgone with a heavy keysone and granite impost blocks
providing contrasting color. A granite plague below the cornice identifies the building.

Only one of the three gpartment blocks, the A. PageBlock a 63-71 Pak Strest (Map #33
- 1909 - Photo #12), is afully articulated rendition of its style (Classical Revival). Thisblock isa
four-story, L-shgped brick building, dominating its Ste on the comer of Pak and West Streets.
Overdll, the building displays the order and ornamentation typical of the Classcd Revival.
Visud interest is provided by variations in materia, texture, and surface. A saries of bow and
polygonal oriel windows undulates across the two principal facades of the building, creating a
focus a the southwest comer, where the main entrance is recessed benesth an oriel window. A
soond oriel window on the Park Strest facade forms a pair with the one over the main door.
Both ae s2 of f from the rest of the building through the use of presssdmed pands which
provide a breek in both color and texture from the building'sbrick walls. Bow windowson the
Wes Street facade st of f the entrances, with apair of bows flanking the western doorway, while
one bow window sats off the eesternmog entry. On the Park Street facade, the mainwall bevels
out two bays north of the oriel window. A bow window provides additional surface variety on
this facade. While the bow and oriel windows cregte vertical patems dong the building's
facades, changes in brickwork and materids sgparate the horizonta levels. The first dory is
marked by rusticated brickwork. The silIs of the second-floor windows are linked by athin string
course of concrete, which dividesthe first and sscond dories. The walls of the sscond and third
floorsare plain brick, followed by ancther section of msticated brickwork a the fourth-floor
level. The whole is cgoped with a wide pressed-metd  cornice that features sweags in the
entablature and a denticulated modillion cornice. Windows are st off with heavy concrete lintels
and thinner sills. Principa entries are flanked by thin fluted pilasters and half siddlights. The
southwest comer, which once contained a storefront, is recessed to invite prospective cusomers
in. The form of the store's original large-paned display windowswith transoms is still gpparent,
dthough the store has been boarded up.

(continued)
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The fourth largti thasonry sructure of this period was not a resdence, but sarved & a
meeting place for many of the district'sresdents. Built in 1913, the Saint Stanidaus Club (Map
#4 - Photo #13) is atwo-gory, flat-roofed brick structure inasimplified Colonia Reviva style.
The ornamentation on the building is formed by pands of depped, recessad brickwork to give
the effect of pilagters separating the building into sections. The building's facade is symmetrical,
with acentrd entrywayflankedby paired window bays grouped between stylized brick pilasters.
A heavy keysone carved with the date of congtruction Sts over the main entrance. Onthe dde of
the building, windows are paired between projecting brick pands to give the illusion of aseries
of pilasters. A oourse of denticulated brickwork seperates the first and second gories on the
facade. The first floor is further articulated by bands of recessed brickwork. At the roofline, a
wide entablature is broken up by pands of recessed brickwork. Windows have ssnddone sillsand
glayed sanddone lintels.  The building hes undergone relatively few danges—the mogs
significant being asmall cinderblock addition to the reer.

The Common dso expeienced some changes during this period. In 1890, the city
agppropriated funds for the improvement of the park. Tum-of-the-century posicards show a
decorative iron fence surrounding the park, venerable shedetrees, and decorative benches By the
early 20th century, playground equipment had been added to the park.

The neighborhood experienced a mixture of usesthroughout its history, with commercid
enterprises existing sde by sde with resdences Many of the busnesseswere small enterprises-
dressmaking shops, or shoe repar shops, or were officesfor contractors, and were conducted
with no exterior changes meade to the buildings that housed them. However, afew buildings have
Sorefronts or ells that were added to accommodae busnesses The Josah Smms House (47
Chestnut Street - Map #9 - 1847 - Photo #3) had a storefront ell added to the Sde during the early
1880s The ell was expanded and walled with brick in 1921. Although no longer used as a Sore,
the ell retains its large front window, recessed entry, andfive-panetransom.

The J. Mulcahey House a 4 Soruce Street (Map #49 - ¢. 1855) was once connected to
neighboring houses a 12-14 School Strest (no longer extant). The main blocks of these houses
were used, on and off, a gores, while the rear dls were usad as warehouses and Sorerooms,
This house has been expanded severd times in its history, with a Quean Anne ell added to the
original Greek Revival main block. In the early 1900s James J. Hafey bought the Mulcahey
House, using itsrear sections for his undertaking busness

(continued)
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The Jaoob Kama llouge (44 Pak Qtroct « Magp #25 " 1909), tlit district's uuly Qucui
Anne wood-frame building, was congmcted to house both Karass family and his confectionery
dore. This 2 Vi gory house with paired bay windowsand entry porches, is asimplified verson
of the style. A candy shop was operated out of the front section of the house through much of the
early 20th century.

The Captain Day Property a 36 Pak Strest (Map #27 - ¢. 1859) was originally atiny
Greek Revival House. In the late 19th century, it had been expanded on three Sdeswith a Quean
Anne storefront. The sores entrance door is surmounted by a little pedimented gable
ornamented withfishscal eshingles.

By 1915, mgor devdopment in the Cabotville Common district had ceased. Two
buildings in the district were moved around that time. The Matt Ryan House (Map #16-22
McKeag Avenue, c. 1878) was originadly a short digance south of its present location. It was
probably moved to meke room for outbuildings that were added to this Ste during the late 1910s
and early 1920s Around that same time, the Magddena Przybyla Property a 39 West Strect
(Map #46 - c. 1855 - Photo #4) was moved to its present location. It isuncear where the building
weas originaly dted, but its ample Gresk Reviva syle with added Quean Anne porch isin
keeping with the rest of the district's buildings.

The only significant changes to the digtrict ance 1915 have been the demoalition of the
Soruce Street School and its replacement with awading pool and bath house (Map #50) in 1965,
and the demoalition of five houses scatered dong School Strest. The bath house is the only
significant intrusion in the district.

Other changes have taken the form of the addition or remova of outbuildings, ad
additions and dterations to the existing structures. Two smal manufacturing buildings were
added in the late 1910s and 1920s At the rear of the Tryphena Wright House (53 Chestnut Street
- Map #10), abrick smokehouse and atached wooden bams and sheds were constmcted in 1919
to accommodate a sausage manufacturer. In 1928, abrick bottling shop and atached garages and
sheds were built behind the Jacob Karas House (44 Pak Stregt - Map #25 - 1909). Only two
housss retain outbuildings from the district's period of significance. The John A. Denison House
(79 Pak Strest - Map #17 - 1846) hes a c. 1885 wood-frame bam which is still in good
condition. The other older bam, on the Captain Day Propearty a 40 Pak Stret (Map #26 - C.
1859), is 20 deteriorated that it no longer contributes to the district.

Alterations to primary gructures have taken the form of enclosed porches and the

(continued)
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addition of synthetic sding materids. On the whole, however, the district'sbuildings are smple
enough that, even though they have recaeived some unkind aterations, the arearetains the feeling
of a 19th-century workers neighborhood. There are only afew buildings that have been changed
D sevady that they no longer contribute to the district's integrity. One building, the Amaziah
Bullens Property a 19 School Strest (Map #54 - ¢. 1855), had a brick storefront ingtalledin
1933. Thisbuilding, dong with four others, are the only onesthat have been 0 severdy dtered
& to have been rendered noncontributing. The Thomas A. Denison House & 73 Pak Street
(Map #15 - c. 1855) was originally amasonry building which gopearsto have had a Quean Anne
comer turret added in the late nineteenth century. 1t hes snce been covered with a succo facing
that hes eliminated any of the building'sorigina details, and mede it impossble to discern the
houses origina gppearance. The G.H. Chgomen Property & 17-19 Pak Strest (Map #37 - C.
1855) was an Itdianate block, which probably had the comice brackets representative of the
dyle. All of the building's ornamentation was removed when siding was added in the late
twentieth century. The Ruth Underwood House (73 Chestnut Street, Map #20 - ¢. 1853) was
dtered in 1935 by having the roof raised, thus disguising the building's nineteenth-century
gopearance completdy. Finally, the Patrick Hagerty House (14 Pak Street - Magp #31 - ¢. 1875)
hes had its windows reconfigured to such an extent that its original Gregk Revival proportions
have been lost.

Unlike many urban neighborhoods that were smdl in scde and wedlth, the Cabotville
Common areahas managed to remain intact, surviving both urban renewa and the constmction
of Interstate 391 to the west. Itisunusud inthat only one new primary structure hes been added
dnce 1915, and very few have been lost. Mantenance of properties in the district has been
uneven, with some extremdy wel-preserved buildings sanding dongsde others which have
been neglected. Of particular concern are Sx vacant properties. the Boisvert-JeffersHouse a
30-34 Pak Street (Map #28 - c. 1885), the Captain Day Properties a 36 and 40 Park Street (Map
#s 27 and 26 - both c. 1859), the G. H. Chgoman Propearty & 10 Cooney Hace (formerly 28
Soruce Street - Mgp #39 - ¢. 1855), the Edward Shaw Property a 11 School Stireet (Map #52, C.
1870), and the A. PageBlock a 63-71 West Street (Map #33 - 1909).

The Common itself hes undergone some changes snce the turn of the century. It is
presently a grassy, flat area shaded by a number of mature trees as well as severd younger
goecimens. Brick-paved paths cut diagonaly across the park from comer to comer, forming an
X, with acircular aread the center (Photos #1-3). At the northern end of the park, apaved areais
laid out as abasketbal court. Granite curbing ddinestes the park's edges. In 1977, the city

(continued)
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granite curbing, as well as decorative lighting fixtures and benches None of the decorative
fumishingsis intact today, and the Sdewaks show consderable deterioration. However, evenin
its present state, the Common still getsheavy use from neighborhood residents.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtes are recorded in the district, it is possble that dtes are present. Five
prehistoric Stes are recorded inthe generd area (within one mile), most dong the margins of the
Connecticut River, Chicopee River and their rdaed floodplains. The confluence of the two
rivers lies gpproximately 2000ft. north of the district. The physica characteristics of the district
represent locationa criteriathat are favorable for many types of prehistoric Stes. Much of the
district contains well drained level to moderatdy doping land surfaces in dose proximity (within
1000ft.) to the river drainages noted above. A source of fresh water may have dso originaly
exiged inthe district "Commons' areawhere a mid nineteenth century reservoir exised. Some
loca roads including Springfield Street, a short distance et of the district, have dso been
identified as mgor early highways besed on Native American trails. Given the aoove
information, the sze of the district (approximately 18 acres), and the availability of open landin
Wisniowski Pak or "The Common" areg, a high potentia exidts that prehistoric resources were
present in the district locale. However, because of urban development and landscaping activities
in the park, a moderate potentia is presant in the digtrict for locating significant prehistoric
rESOUrces.

A high potential exigts for locating significant historic a”\jhaeologica resources in the district.
Some resources may be present reaed to the didtrict's & agricultura land, especidly
pagturage during the n"' through mid 19" centuries. Archaeological resources reaed to
resdential use and anima pounds are types of resources that may be present. By the 1830's,
dregts were planned for the area and by the 1840's condruction had begun for a resdentia
neighborhood deveoped to house employees of Chicopeds 19" century industriess. Mot
archaeologicd survivas in the district ae probably rdated to resdentid dractures and
outbuildings built during the district's first two pheses of devdopment. During Phese |, from
1846 to 1870, over half of the buildingsin the district were congtructed usualy characterized by
andler homes. During Phese ll, from 1871 to 1890, ancther fifth of the digtricts resdentia
smctures were built, some of which were larger than Phase| dructures. During Phesel11, from
1891 to 1915, four subgantid masonry dructures were built on the remaining vacant lots or
replacing earlier samdler dructures. Mot early sdmctures in the district were renta  properties
owned by absantee landlords. Archaeologica survivas from some of these sructures may exist

(continued)



NPS Fona I0.900-< OMB ApprmmlINo. 1074-0019

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Conti n uation Sh eet Cabotville Common Historic District
Chicopee (Hampden Co.), Mass.

Section number Page 14

in the locale immediately surrounding the common. While no sgmctures were presant in the
digtrict in 1835, by the late 1840's, the district was densdy settled. By 1870, the district hed
been transformed from a rura agricultural landscagpe to a smal scde urban residentia
neighborhood with most of the land around the common devdoped. Mogt of the district's
dructura loses occurred during the 19* century and have yet to be documented.  Only one new
primary sructure has been added to the district Snce 1915 and very few were lost. Residentia
los=sin the district have occured in the West Street areawhere anumber of smctures have been
demolished and dong School Street where a leedt five sructures have dso been lost. Severd
housss a 12-14 School Street, no lomger extant, were reportedly connected to the J. Mulcahey
House a 4 Somee Street.  Archaeological evidence from the Soruce Street School, originally
located on the edge of the common and one of the only non residentid Stes inthe district, may
aso survive on Somee Street in the areanow occupied by a bath house and wading pool. Some
houses in the district have dso been moved from their original Stes indicating the potential for
archaeological resources a the latter locations. The origina ste of the Matt Ryan Houseg(c.
1878) was located a short digance north of hs present location & 22 McKeag Ave. The
Magdaena Przybyla Property (c.I1855) now located a 39 West Street was o reported moved
from an unknown location in ¢.1915. Outbuildings should dso represent a common type of
archaeologica surviva in the district Snce only two homes The John A. Denison House(1846)
a 79 Pak Street and the Captain Day Property(c.I859) a 40 Park Street retain outbuildings from
the district's period of significance. Outbuildings can be related to residentia use types or to
many of the small shops and busnessss located a the homes in the district. Archaeologica
evidence can ds0 survive for amid 19" century waterworks or circular reservoir constructed in
the Commons area.  Soil features and structurd engineering survivals can survive from the
reservoir reportedly built sometime between 1845-55 then abandoned by 1859.

(end)
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The proposed Cabotville Common Historic District reflects the broad pettems of
industrial and community development that changed Chicopee from arura agricultura district of
Springfield in 1800 to a progperous indudtria city by 1915. The district was laid out by
Springfield Cand Company agent John Chese specifically to meet the housing needs of workers
recruited to labor in Chicopegs indudtries. Thus, it rdates to the contexts of Community
Planning and Development and Industry. The Cabotville Common neighborhood is a part of the
gdory of the immigrantswho cameto Chicopee seeking their fortunes in the city's factoriesand
shops Irish immigrants, who were skilled millworkers, construction workers, or clerical workers,
rented and owned homes in the district to such a great extent that this area became an Irish
enclave. Asthe city grew, with new resdents arriving from Canadaand Poland to find jobs in the
mills, 0 too did the Cabotville Common district. The ethnic makeup of the district's resdents
reflected the influx of the two new groups. Thus the digtrict fulfills Criterion A & pat of a
neighborhood assodiated with eventsthat have made a significant contribution to local history.

The Common, which sarves as the visua focus for the didtrict, is significant in the
contexts of Landscgpe Architecture and Entertainment/Recregtion because it is the first piece of
land designated as public open goecein Chicopee and has remained in public use for one hundred
and fifty years, serving both utilitarian and recreationd functions. The Common was one dement
that mede this neighborhood more open and perhgps desirable than the crowded tenementsto the
north. The park has remaned in continuous use as a neighborhood recreationa areato this day,
its basgc desgn changing little over the pag one hundred and fifty years. The district is
significant under Criterion C within the context of Architecture because its buildings ae
representative of the types of homes that Chicopeg's middietier of industrial workers occupied.

Overdl, homesin thisdistrict are modest in 9ze and ornamentation, reflecting the modest
means of the people who occupied them. The smal houses built in the early decades of the
neighborhood's development were a sep up from the tenements and boarding houses buih for
the lowest level of mill operatives Larger multifamily houses and gpatment blocks were
congructed through the late ningteenth and early twentieth centuries to accommodate new
resdents, while older homes were enlarged to add living oece Most mgjor modificationsin
shgpe and Sze took place before 1915, and mogt of the buildings are Ssmple enough in style that
later changes such as the addition of synthetic siding, do not conced the buildings original
forms. While the individual components of the district do not possess overwhelming significance
on their own, each sarves as an integral component of the district as a whole. The pieces work
together totell the story of Chicopegs nineteenth century indudtries and the people who mede

(continued)
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them progper. Thus the digtrict fulfills Criterion C as a significant and distinguishable
entity, although its components may lack individual distinction.

The Cabotville Common Historic District would complement Chicopee Center's existing
higtoric digtricts. The Ames Manufacturing Company Historic District [1983] encompasses one
of the areds industrial dtes. The Dwight Manufacturing Company Historic Housing District
[1977]congsts of the boarding houses provided by manufecturers for the lowest echdon of mill
operatives. The Springfield Street Historic Didtrict [1991] incdludes the homes of the
community's industrial and commercia leeders and the upper levels of mill workers. The
Cabotville Common district fills in the missng piece of the story, showing the homes of the
middle level of mill workers, between the operaives who lived in the Dwight Housing District
and the managers and owners who lived in the Springfield Street District. The Cabotville
Common digtrict's Catholic immigrant population aso hed doseties with the Springfield Street
District's Holy Name and Assumption parishes.

There ae no grand mangons in the Cabotville Common Historic District; Chicopee's
cgptains of industry and commerce didn't make their homes around the Common. They didn't
shop a its bakeries, groceries, and dressmeking shops. And they certainly didn't trave in the
same socid circles as the little neighborhood's resdents. Yet this smal neighborhood, as modest
in Sze and ornamentation &s its residents were modest in means, is an important part of the story
of Chicopegs growth from a rura endave of Springfield to a thriving industria center.
Thepeople who lived here came from Europe to build and work in Cabotvill€e's factories, tending
and repairing their machines, making the fabrics and wegpons through which Chicopee's
industriaists made their fortunes.

The growth of the Cabotville Common district through the nineteenth century paralded
the growth of Chicopee from an agricultura community to an industrial one. Chicopee weas
originally a part of the Springfield setflement established by William Pynchon. The land which
became Chicopee was purchased from the Nipmuck Indians in 1641 by Pynchon, only five years
after he settled Springfield. In 1659, Pynchon granted land north of the Chicopee River to Japhet
and Henry Chapin, who became the first recorded settlers inthe area They were followed by
other pioneers who edablished homesteeds dong the Connecticut and Chicopee Rivers in the
aress now known as Willimansett and Chicopee Fals. At that time, existing trails dong what are
now Springfield and Chicopee Streets became mgjor travel routes between Pynchon's settlement
and the Chapin farms to the north. Scattered agricultural activity took place dong this route to
the north of the Chicopee River, as well as the south, just to the eest of the proposed historic

(continued)
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district. The district itself is located in the angle formed by the oonflucncc of the Chioopoo and
Connecticut Rivers. For much of Chicopee's early history, this areawas usaed as pasture for early
resdents livestock. Because of its use as common grazing land, the Ste was popularly referred
to as "the Commons."

The Chicopee arearemained a sparsdy settled agricultural outpost of Springfield until the
early ningteenth century, when the first mgjor mills were built dong the Chicopee River (s
1835 map). Beforethe 1830's, mog manufacturing activity was confined to the Chicopee Fals
aen, to the eadt of the proposed district. A foundry and a carding and spinning mill were two of
the early production facilities attempted by loca entrepreneurs. However, it was not until agroup
of Boston investors, led by Francis Cabot Lowell, built the first cotton mills in Chicopee Falls,
that industrial activity redly ganed momentum. Bassd on his tremendous suocess in the factory
town of Waltham, Lowell determined to copy this sysem in Chicopee. Origindly cdled the
Bogton and Springfield Manufacturing Company, Lowell's cotton mill became the Chicopee
Manufacturing Company in 1828. In the 1820s this company was the primary industria
deveoper in Chicopee Falls. The development of Cabotville, or Chicopee Center, came a decade
later. In 1825, the Boston and Springfield Manufacturing Company bought water rights and land
further down the river, in the area that was to become Cabotville, and in 1831 organized the
Springfield Cand Company to develop that property. The company's agent, John Chesg
ovearsaw the congtruction of cands, dams and mills.

The focus of the Cabotville Common Historic District is Wisniowski Park, or "The
Common" (Photos #1-3). This rectangular park was the first plot of open land in Chicopee
specifically desgnated for public uss, and may be the district's earliest man-mede feature. Inthe
1830s, when John Chese was laying out Cabotville's dreats, mgos showed the land now
occupied by the Cabotville Common district a open soece Resdents had been using the areaas
pagture land for their livestock. By the 1830s, the Springfield Cand Company owned the land.
Chase developed his plan for the dreets in this section of Cabotville some time between 1835
and 1840. By 1841, desdsfor properties in the Cabotville Common area began to refer to dreats
in the district as "contemplated,” "proposed,” and "new" dreets. Deads indicate that the Sreets
were actualy congructed around 1845. In that same year, desds from the Springfield Cand
Company began to specifically refer to the Common. An April 1845 desd from the Springfield
Cand Company to John Parshley noted that the Company "do covenant and agree that the
Common or publick Sguare as laid out on the plan of Cabotville...shall forever remain a a
publick Common unencumbered by Buildings' (Springfield Cand Company Dead Book, 1 April
1845). The Common not only served as apublic square, but was <o the Ste of an early

(continued)
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waPHvorks in the area 1856 mgps show a circular reservoir contorod in the park. The

waterworks didn't last long, however. By 1859, the reservoir had disgppeared from town maps.

The Dwight, Perkins, and Cabot Manufacturing Companies had mills congtructed in
Cabotville through the 1830s and 1840s for the manufacture of cotton goods (the three
companies merged in 1852 as the Dwight Manufacturing Company). In 1829, Edmund Dwight
convinced Nathan P. Ames and his two sons Nathan P. Ames, . and James Tyler Ames, to
move their edgetool and cutlery manufacturing busness from Chelmsford to Chicopee Fals. In
1834, the Ames Manufacturing Comparly moved to Cabotville, diversifying its production into
swords, guns, cannon, and awide variety of bronze and brass products.

The Ames and Dwight Manufacturing Companies became the two mogt significant forces
in the nineteenth-century growth of Cabotville. As they prospered, Cabotville grew from an
amog unsettled area to a bustling town, fulfilling John Chases prediction to one of his
urveyors that "he was the man who drove the first deke for a new Lowell." {Chicopee
Illustrated, p. 36)

Cheee is credited, not only with surveying Cabotville's manufacturing complexes, but
dso with surveying and laying out Cabotville's dreets including those in the Cabotville
Common Historic District. Chese developed his plan for the dregts in this section of Cabotville
ome time between 1836 and 1840. By 1841, desds for properties in the Cabotville Common
area began to refer to dredts in the district as "contemplated,” "proposed,” and "new" dreds
Later desds indicate that the dredts were actudly condructed around 1845. Chases plans st
adde a public square (Map #59 - Photos #1-3) roughly in the center of the areathat had been
known &s "the Commons." 1845 desds from the Springfield Cand Company desgnete the area
& a "Common or publick square’ and provide that the land "shall forever remain as apublick
Common unencumbered by Buildings." This gopearsto have been the first dedication of land for

public use a open goecein Chicopeegshistory.

While Chese planned the new village, Charles McClallan, a magter mason and builder, is
credited with the actud congtruction of the dams, cands, and mill buildings, as well as the brick
boarding houses which would become home for hundreds of mill workers. McClallan dso built
the village's first waterworks to the southwes of the Springfield Street Higtoric District, to the
south of the Cabotville Common district. Sometime between 1845 and 1855, acircular reservoir
was congtructed in the center of the Common as part of the waterworks system. The reservoir did

(continued)
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Section nombariong here, hBageer. By 1859, it was gone from Chicopee's maps, and district resdents
gpparently ussd the green as aneighborhood pasture for the next dozen years.

The birth of the Cabotville Common neighborhood took place a the same time as
Chicopee itself was going through a mgor transition. Industrial growth in Cabotville and
Chicopee Fdls had procesded 0 quickly through the 1820s and 1830s that the area began to
acquire an identity independent of its mother town. Residents began to desire abresk away from
Springfield. In 1844, Chicopee petitioned the Sate legidature for atown charter. 1n 1848, their
petition was granted. During those same four years, the Cabotville Common district began its
growth.

In 1846, carpenters and masons began building the houses ringing the Common—for the
most part modest one- and two-family homes of ascde and price affordable to skilled workers in
Chicopee's factories (Photos #1-3). Laborers (a category one gep up in both satus and wages
from mill operatives and weavers), machinists, loomfixers, and a few oversears were the
intended tenants. They were joined by workers in the building trades—capeattas masons
plagerers, plumbas—and a smdl number of clerical workers. The neighborhood's resdents
continued to conds of amixture of industrial workers and craftsmen through the nineteenth and
early twentieth century. The Dwight Manufacturing Company was the mogt frequently listed
employer of district resdents through the nineteenth century, closdly followed by the Amesand
Gaylord Manufacturing Companies.

While the builders of mog of the Cabotville Common district's early nineteenth-century
homes remain anonymous, afew builders are known. Charles McClallan is the man to whom the
most dructures can be ressonably  attributed. Popularly known as "Captain Mac,” McClalan
developed a consderable reputation inthis country as amason, contractor, and engineer. Born in
Lancagter, Massachusetts in 1803, McClalan came to Springfield a the age of seventeen as a
bricklayer employed by Charles Stearns. McClalan quickly moved up to the satus of meder
mason and independent contractor. McClallan moved to Chicopee Fdls in 1832, and the next
year built his own house on Pearl Street in Cabotville (in the Springfield Strest Historic District).
McClalan managed to get the contract for congtructing the dams, cands, mills, and boarding
housesfor the new industries a Cabotville, and by 1879 was credited with building nearly all the
brick buildings then extant in Cabotville. McClalan aso built mills, boarding houses, dams, ad
cands in Indian Orchard, Holyoke, South Hadley, ad as far avay as New York Sate ad
Augudta, Georgia. McClalan gopears to have had consderable engineering skills as well. In
1856, he formed a partnership with his son William, as C. McClalan & Son. The firm'sprojects
included waterworksin New Haven, areservoir in Windsor, Connecticut, the Hoosac Tunnd,

(continued)
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and bridges for the Troy & Greenfield Railroad. McClallan dso congtructed a number of sone
damsin the Northeast which were acclamed for their strength.

Most of the pre-1870 mesonry houses in the didtrict can be attributed to Charles
McCldlan, ether because of the use of characterisic construction motifs which McClallan
favored, because of McClalan's ownership of the building lot, or because of his connection to
the building's owner. The masonry homes he condructed in the Cabotville Common district tend
to be 1\2 - 2 Y2dory sdegable dructures whose Gresk Reviva yle is articulated through
pedimented gables or comice returns. Severd buildingsin the digtrict that exhibit McClallan's
dgnature corbelled eaves include the Tryphena Wright House (53 Chestnut Street - Map # 10 -
1846), the Lorenzo Lane House (67 Chestnut Street - Map #1.3 - 1846 - Photo #6), the M. Hays
House (55 West Sireet - Mgp #41 - ¢. 1855), and the P. Fogerty House (8 School Street - Map
#48 - c¢. 1853). Another motif which McClalan favored was a denticulated comice, which is
visible on the John |. Conklin Property a 13 Park Street (Map #36 - ¢. 1855 - Photo #8) and the
John Cronin House (2 School Strest - Map #47 - 1847 - Photo #4). McClalan'shand is dso
noticeable in the Clark Albro Block a 74-80 Chestnut Street (Map #24 - ¢. 1853 - Photo #7).
Originally a boarding house, this block is the only one of the earliest buildingsin the district
which is on the large scale of the boarding houses constmcted for mill operatives in the Dwight
Manufacturing Company Didtrict in the areanorth of the Cabotville Common neighborhood.

Two other masonry buildings in which McClalan may have had a hand ae the John
Chase Property (33 School Streat - Magp #57 - ¢. 1855) and the Patrick Burke Block (21-25 West
Street - Map #51 - ¢. 1870). The latter was buiU on a piece of land deeded to McClallan by the
Springfield Canad Company in 1845, 0 it islikely that McClalan condructed this large muhi-
family block. The Chese Property was owned as a rentd property by John Chase The dose
bugness relationship that the two men had mekes it probable that McClallan congtructed this
hous.

Most homes in the district cannot be definitely attributed to any particular builder. Itis
probably fair to assume that those homes whose origina owners were carpenters or builderswere
congructed by their owners, but there are few of these. Josah Smms, a carpenter, was probably
regoongble for the construction of atrio of Gresk Reviva houses on Chestnut Stret, a the
northeast comer of the Commons (Photo #3). In 1845, he bought the land for 37-39 (Map #7),
41 (Map #8), and 47 Chestnut Stret (Map #9) from the Springfield Cand Company. In 1847, he
built his own house & 47 Chestnut Street, and by 1855, the other two homes had been compl eted
and were occupied by machinist JA. Haynes and G. Shedon.

(continued)



NPS F om wee(>>-s OMS AOprT»</No. 1074-001S

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Cont|nuat|0n Sheet Cabotville Common Historic District

Chicopee (Hampden Co.), Mass.
8 " 7
Section number Page

Construction proceeded 0 rapidly around the Common that as early as 1849 the new
town of Chicopee saw anead for aschool inthe digtrict. A brick Gresk Revival schoolhouse (no
longer extant) was constructed on Soruce Street in 1849 to sarve the children of the new areds
resdents. At four rooms, the new school was fairly largein sze.

The digtrict’'s earlies resdents came from the middle level of millworkers—foremen,
overseers, machinists—skilled laborers who eamed a little more than the mill operatives who
found housing in the large boarding houses built in the Dwight Manufacturing Company
Housing Disdtrict to the north. However, many of them didn't earn quite enough to own their own
homes. A few buildings inthe digtrict, including the Clark Albro Block (74-80 Chestnut Street -
Map #24 - c. 1853), the Tryphena Wright House (53 Chestnut Street - Map #10 - 1846), and the
Mrs. Sdina Goff House (76 Pak Strest - Map #18 - 1846) were originaly mn as boarding
houses, their owners renting rooms to unmarried working men or women or to widows.

Most of the single- and two-family houses in the district were initially renta properties,
maintained by absentee landlords. Many of Chicopee's more progperous citizens invested inthe
neighborhood, buying lots and building houses as income-producing properties. The Bullens
brothers, who started anumber of successful retail establishments, owned severd housssin the
district. The family came from Dedham, Massachusetts in 1835. The brothers began working in
Cabotville's factories, but quickly moved out of industrial work to begin setting up a series of
successful gores. Issec Bullens st up his grocery dore in 1838, while Ira M. sold books,
dationery, and shoes, and Amaziah ran a crockery and variety sore. Amaziah Bullens owned a
large chunk of land on ether sde of what became Bullens Streest. Amaziah was probably
regoonsible for opening the srest and hiring contractors to build 19 School Streest (Map#54 - C.
1855), 25 School Strest (Map #56 - ¢. 1855), and 12-14 Bullens Strest (Map #1 - c. 1855).
Amaziah dso owned 59 Chestnut Strest (Map #11 - ¢. 1855 - Photo #3) as arentd property. In
1853, Is;ec N. Bullensbought the Luther C. Clgpp House a 70 Pak Strest (Map#19 - 1847) s
an investment property; members of his family retained the house through the 1870s In 1852,
Issec Bullens (not to be confused with Issec N.) bought the Sdina Goff House (Map #18 - 1846)
next door. John Chase and G.H. Chgpman, a brushmeaker, dso owned renta properties here.
John Chase owned 33 School Street (Map#57 - ¢. 1855), which was probably buih by Chasds
colleague Charles McClallan, while Chgpman owned three parcds on the comer of Spruce (now
Cooney Place) and Park Street (4 and 10 Cooney Place - Map #s 38 and 39, ad 17-19 Pak
Stret - Map #37 - al c. 1855). For a short period of time, even the Ames Manufacturing
Company owned arenta property in the neighborhood, a 26 Pak Street (Map #29 - c. 1855).

(continued)
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resdents, who were prominent busnessmen, afew early resdents g¢and out. In 1846, John and
Thomas Denison, two merchants who established successful mest markets and grocery dores,
built their homes dde by sde on Park Strest, with John living a 73 Park Strest (Map #15) and
Thomas a& 79 Pak (Map #17). Unlike the Bullens brothers, the Denisons were not aosentee
landlords, but lived inthe district (albeit on the edge). The Denison brothers were aso involved
in Chicopee's early town govemment. Both John and Thomas sarved terms as sdectmen. Just
down the road from the Denisons lived Lorenzo Lane, a merchant tailor, whose brick house a
the corner of Park and Chednut Streets (67 Chestnut Street - Map #13 - Photo #6) was built by
Charles McClallan in 1846. By 1859, Dwight L. Shav owned the Lane House. An overseer for
the Dwight Manufacturing Company, Shav was probably one of the highest ranking mill
workersliving in the Cabotville Common neighborhood.

As Chicopees industry grew & amore and more rapid pace, manufacturers faced a labor
shortage. Again, John Chase and Charles McClallan played a mgor role, bringing Irish laborers
to as3d in congtruction as well as to work inthe mills. With the Irish potato famine inthe late
1840s, the number of immigrants increesed tremendoudy. By 1858, sixty percent of the mill
workers were of Irish origin. Fairly soon in the district's development, the neighborhood became
home to many of Cabotville's new resdents, causng the areato be nicknamed "Ireland” or "The
Patch.” The neighborhood immediately surrounding the Common, as well as an areajust to the
west, made up Chicopees largest Irish neighborhood. McCarty and McCarthy, Murphy, Hedly,
Callins, Mulcahey, Shannahan, Fogerty, Moynahan, Linnehan, and Hagerty are a few of the
namesthat tum up frequently in town and city directory listings for the neighborhood.

Conditions in "the Patch" were probably crowded; directories sometimes list Six to eight
adults occupying a smal house—this number does not include children, women who were not
wage-eames, or ederly resdents. The areds new resdents were not wholeheartedly acoegpted by
the community's Y ankee popul ation. Popular prejudices depicted the Irish as dmnkards, rowdies,
and troublemakers, and loca newspapers gleefully reported incidents of brawls and arrestsin
"the Patch” as proof of the inferiority of the neighborhood's resdents. Mdees in "the Patch”
were often cited in Chicopegs Wekly Journal as examples of the detrimenta effects of "his
majesty king Alcohol" (Weskly Journal, 18 Feb 1854). George S Taylor, who would become
Chicopee's first mayor, once commented that, in "the Patch,” there was "a rum shop inevery
fourth housg' (Shlakman, p. 96). (If Taylor was right, then the operators of such shopswould

(continued)



NPSFentilO-«0&4

OMB At>t>a,>tINo. 1CB4-00tt

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
COﬂtI ﬂuatl On Sm Cabotville Common Historic District

Chicopee (Hampden Co.), Mass.
8 9

Section By in vinlatiér8P deed restrictions imposed by the Springfield Canal Compary whenit.

0ld the lots in the district. Provisons in mogt of the desds sated that no tavem could be erected
on the premises conveyed.) Yankee Protestants also objected to the Irish resdents strong ties to
the Catholic Church.

With the introduction of Irish laborers came the devdopment of Western Massachusetts
first Catholic parish. Itinerant priests first tended to the nesds of immigrant worshippers. 1n 1840,
Sant Matthew's Church, the first in the Springfield diocese, was constmcted on Pleasant Stredt,
in the Springfield Streat Historic District, to the east of the Cabotville Common district. Irish
resdents of the Common neighborhood were inssmmenta in the establishment of the Springfield
Street District'sHoly Name Church and its parish complex.

In the 1860s, mill agents began recmiting workers from Canada to supplement the Irish
work force. By the 1870s, someof these new workers began to settle dongside the Irish resdents
of the Cabotville Common didtrict. Like the Irish, the French Canadians had srong roots in the
Catholic Church. Because of language and culturd differences with the Irish Catholic
community, however, they preferred to have their own parish. In 1871, they condructed their
own church on Front Street, and eventualy constmcted the present Assumption Church in 1922-
25 (located in the Springfield Stret Historic District). These two tides of immigrants—Irish and
French Canadian—supplied the bulk of Chicopees early population growth during the first fifty
yearsof the Cabotville Common district's deve opment.

In the 1870s both the town and the neighborhood were entering ancther phese of
development. Chicopee was recovering from a post-Civil War dump. Industries were finding
new markets to replace the ones lost when the war-induced manufacturing boom ended. New
industries were a0 moving into the town. The town's pos-war growth found civic expression in
the construction of a grand new town hall in 1871.

The dedre to congtmct an impressive town hall reflected a growing concem about the
town's gopearance. This concem extended toward the community's public goaces as well as its
public buildings. During the 1870s Americans generdly began to express a concem for the
gopearance of public goaces no longer seaing them as functional parcels of land, but rather as
aress for aeghetic gppreciation or recregtiond use. Cabotville Common was no exception. In
1871, the town passed an ordinance forbidding “the pasturing or keegping of cattle, goats, or other
animals, upon the Common owned by the town." The new ordinance marked a change in
senghilities as the town began to ook a public lands from an aesthetic perspective rather than a
pragmatic one. The fact that the sdectmen felt aneed to pessan ordinance a al indicates that

(continued)
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there was probabl}’ &UI?IL tunflitt between itjsideiits who weie offended by the untidiness uf «
usng the Common as apagture and those who saw it asjust a convenient piece of grasdand.

This period dso marked the second phase of development in the Cabotville Common
neighborhood. French Canadian immigration into the neighborhood increesed, and established
resdents began to move up financially. Existing houses were expanded to accommodate more
resdents, and empty lotswere developed for resdentia use New congtruction in the district took
the form of mid-szed multi-family buildings, which were a dep up in scde from the
neighborhood's earlier houses

Michael C. Collins congructed two of the larger resdentia blocksof this period. Collins
built two Itadianate brick blocksa 59 West Strest (Map #34 - Photo #9) and 7 Park Street (Map
#35) in 1834. Collins was a second-generation Irish-American who began hisworking career asa
bricklayer. Helived with an extended family a 556 West Street (Map #41 - ¢. 1855 - Photo #4), a
house that he probably acquired from one of hisin-laws. Collins was one of the district's Suoccess
daies—a man who progpered enough that he was adle to own and develop red edae in the
neighborhood.

Coallinss own family benefited from his enterprise. The gpatment block he built a 59
West Street wes initially tenanted by a number of Collins's in-laws, membears of the Hagerty
family. The Callins family retained al three properties until well into the twentieth century.

As the nineteenth century progressed, some of the district's early Irish resdents
prospered, as did the later French Canadians. A number of the Irish-Americansin the district
began to assume ownership of homes they had been renting. Some of them sarted businesses
within their homes, many of them serving resdents of the neighborhood. Commercid enterprises
in the district included grocery dores, bakeries, confectioneries, dressmaking shops, shoerepair
shops and contractor's offices. As early as the 1850s, P. Fogerty ran a grocery store out of his
little house a 8 School Street (Map #48, ¢. 1853). From 1870 to 1890, the number of budnesses
in the district increased greetly. During the 1880s, the owner of 11 School Strest (Map#52 - C.
1870) had an outbuilding constmcted a the rear to house acommercid bakery. The bakery and a
grocery dore a the samelocation were run from the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth
century by a successon of French Canadian bekers and grocers, including Adolph Pion, A.
Jodoin, and Josgph Lussier, . Michael Scollard operated aboot and shoerepair shop out of his
21-25 Wes Sret home (Map #51 - ¢. 1870), while Mrs. Antoine Robert had a dressmaking
shop a 60 School Street (Map #6 - ¢. 1889). The Jodah Smms House a 47 Chestnut Strest
(Map #9 - 1847 - Photo #3) was expanded in 1835 to include agore ell that served as acobbler's

(continued)
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shop, then later apaint and walpaper sore. Thetiny J. McCarty House a 41 Wes Srest (Map
#15 - CI1870 - Photo #4) gpoparently housed both a sdoon and a market during the 1830s
Contrary to George S Taylor'searlier allegation that there was amm shop in every fourth house,
McCarty's gopears to be the only sdoon officialy listed in the neighborhood during the
nineteenth century. Alpheus Underwood's house & 81 Chestnut Strest (Map #21 - ¢. 1859)
became John Tuck's confectionery shop during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. During
that same time period, Michael McDermott ran his plastering business out of his home a 28
Soruce Stregt (now 10 Cooney Place - Map #39 - ¢. 1855). McDermott advertised "Plain and
Omamentd Plastering, Calcimining and Jobbing” from 1875 to about 1900 (Springfield and
Chicopee City Directories). Canty and Bush (at 33 School Street - Map #57 - ¢. 1855), Michad
Collins (at 55 Wes Strest - Mgp#41 - ¢. 1855 - Photo #4), and Michael Hedly (of M.C. Hedly &
Son a 49 West Strest - Map #43 - ¢. 1855), al mason-builders and contractors, hed their
budness offices a their homesinthe district. Collins and Hedy went on to develop propertiesin
the district.

By 1890, Chicopee was entering yet another phaese in its history. The community hed
grown enough that citizens petitioned the gate for a charter. In 1890, Chicopee officially mede
the transition from town to city. Again, the transition that the city experienced was pardlded by
a trangition within the Cabotville Common neighborhood. The Common itself began to get
increased attention from city officials. In 1890, the city gppropriated $1500 for the improvement
of the park. Thiswas gpparently the first civic appropriation for improvement of park land. The
action indicates that city officialsdecided that it was not enough merely to st asde open goece
for recreational use or to satisfy aesthetic senshilities. By making the appropriation, the city
acknowledged a responshility to actively improve such open spece Turn-of-the-century
podcards show a decoraive iron fence surrounding the park, venerable shede trees, ad
decorative benches Diagona wakways were laid out from corner to comer, in a partem that
remans in use to the present.

The 1890s were a difficult period for one of Cabotville's chief industries. The Ames
Manufacturing Company, which had mede repested effortsto diversify awvay from military
production after the Civil War, was in a precarious position. Much of the plant had been turned
to the production of bicycles for the Overman Whed Company. When that company decided to
open its own production facilities in Chicopee Falls, the Ames Company could not recover from
the lost contract. In 1898, the company folded, dthough one division, the Ames Sword
Company, did reman in operaion. Soon after, the Ames buildings were purchased by the
Spading Company, manufacturers of sporting goods. While the new company did quite well, its

(continued)
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employees condsted mostly of unskilled assambly workers. The skilled Iaborers from the Ames
foundries and machine shops had to look dsewhere for jobs.

Meanwhile severd new companies were established a Chicopee Fdls, including the
Overman Whed Company and Fisk Rubber Company. During this period, Chicopee becamean
important bicycle center. By the tum of the century, the mbber tire industry was dso a mgjor
employer in the City.

Although the demand for skilled laborers had changed, the factories need for unskilled
workers had not lessened, and once again workers were recmited from foreign countries. The
district's Irish and French-Canadian resdents were joined in the 1880s and 1890s by a third
group. In 1879 or 1880, a group of Polish families arrived in Chicopee. Lost and unfamiliar with
the language, they were sranded until Father Healy of Holy Name Parish reportedly helped them
find housing and jobs in Cabotville. A few more Poles began to arrive over the next decade, ad
by 1890, they dated to come to Chicopee in large numbers Many of them sdttled in the
Cabotville Common area, dongsde the Irish and French Canedians who had preceded them,
eventudly outnumbering their predecessors. The three ethnic groups formed such a substantia
part of Chicopees population that, as early as 1885, thirty-five percent of the City's resdents
were of Irish, French Canadian, or Polish extraction. Between 1885 and 1895, the number of
Chicopegs Polish-bom resdents went from 205 to 1,447. French Canedians continued to
increese in number as well, going from 1,359 to 1,977. Meanwhile, the number of Irish-bom
resdents in the city went down, from 2,290 to 1,987 (Spence, p. 64). Thislatter Satistic indicates
that there were fewer new Irish immigrants to the city, and that some of the first generation hed
either moved awvay or died. However, seoond and third-generation Irish-Americans continued to
meke up asubstantia number of Chicopee's resdents.

Like the other two immigrant groups, the Poles had strong ties to the Catholic Church. By
1895, they had formed their own parish & Saint Stanidaus Church on Front Street, and hed
become a significant dement of Chicopegs population. Gradualy, the Polish population in the
Cabotville Common district began to digplace the Irish, reflecting a transition that was taking
place inthe city as awhole. By 1905, Chicopee's population was 33.6% foreign-bom. Over half
of thoseforeign resdents had come from Poland, about one-third from Caneda, and the rest from
Irdland (Spence, p. 91). In 1900, the Cabotville Common neighborhood wes still predominantly
Irish-American, but by 1920, the mgority of resdents were of Polish origin. The Polish-
American community in the district became 20 strong, in fact, that the group devegjped its own

(continued)
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s0dd dub, the Sant Sanidaus Soddy, ad ao\sruded a suodattid ndk bullding to house the
ociety in 1913 (25 Chestnut Street - Map #4 - Photo #13).

The Somece Strest School (no longer extant) was a significant resource for the
neighborhood's new resdents. During the 1890s, it was usad as an evening school for adults,
where Cabotville's new French Canadian and Polish resdents could learn English and other
subjects. The School Committegs 1890 report notes that the little school was packed with as
many as one hundred and ninety-five pupils in its four rooms (Chicopee Municipal Reports,
1890).

With the latest increase in the city's population, the district entered its final phese of
growth. From 1890 to 1915, devdopment in the Cabotville Common area conssted of the
constmction of three large brick gpartment blocks to accommodate the new resdents The
developers of two of these new buildings came from the district's existing population. Thomas
W. McCarthy, a sdloonkegper who developed 37-39 School Street (Map #58 - 1891-1893 - Photo
#11), and Michael C. Hedly, the contractor who built 53 Wes Strest (Map #42 - 1892 - Photo
#10), were Irish-Americanswho hed progpered to the extent that they were able to undertake
large congtruction projects, both insde the district, and in other parts of Cabotville. McCarthy's
block was 20 successful, infact, that within ayear of constmction, he had to add athird floor to
increese the rentable goace Unlike the Yankee investors and developers who had acted as
absantee landlords in the first period of the district's history, the Irish deveopers tended to
manage their properties from homes within the district. Michael Collins, who had developed two
blocks of gpartments inthe 1880s lived just next door to his projects (at 56 West Street - Map
#41 - Photo #5), and many of his family members rented from him. Michad C. Hedly, like
Callins, gayed in his small house a 49 West Streat (Map #43), next door to the new block he
condructed, while his son and partner, John, eventudly moved into the Hedy Building.
McCarthy supervised and managed his new property from an goartment in his own building for
the first few yearsof its exigence.

The largest and latest of the three blocks, the A. PageBuilding (63-71 Wes Street - Map
#33 - 1909 - Photo #12), was condructed by devedopers from outsde the neighborhood.
Alexander and Alphonse Pege gpparently recognized that the demand for new housing was till
drong, and 0 had a large Classca Reviva resdentid and commercid block built to meet that
demand. Unlike the McCarthy and Hedy Buildings, the Page Building was designed for both
commercid and resdentia uses with acorner storefront that accommodated grocery and variety
gores through much of the building's history. While the Hedy and McCarthy Biiildings were
both simplified versons of late Victorian syles, the Pege Building was much more daborate,

(continued)
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incorporating oriel windows, pressed meta cornices with Classicd swags, and a variety of
materias and textures.

Through the 1890s and early 1900s, district resdents continued to conduct budnesses in
their homes. During the first decade of the twentieth century, the home businesses and dores in
the neighborhood included Jeoob Karass confectionery shop, which he located in his new house
a 44 Pak Strest (Map#25 - 1909), John Trotka's bakery inthe reer ell a 20 Park Strest (Map
#30 - c¢. 1885) (later mn by Tadeusz Marczak), John and James McCarthy's blacksmith shop a
the rear of 70 Park Strest (Map #19 - 1847), dulia Quish's dressmaking shop a 2 School Street -
(Map #47 - 1847 - Photo #4), James J. Hafey'sundertaking busness a 4 Somee Street (Map #49
- €. 1855), and Miss E. McDermott'sdressmaking shop & 28 Soruce Street (now 10 Cooney
Race - Map #39 - c. 1855). Josgph Janik went 0 far as to begin a bolognamanufacturing
busness "Janik's Quaity Sausages™ inthe outbuildings behind his house a 53 Chestnut Strest
(Map #10 - 1846). He did 90 well that in 1919, he congructed a szable brick amokehouse with
atached bams and sheds to house the operation. (Janik and his family eventuadly acquired a
number of properties in the district; members of the family retain some of those houses to this
day.)

Ore of the neighborhood's more prominent resdents from this later phese of
development was Irving H. Elmer, who lived a 79 Pak Strest (Map#17 - 1846). Elmer was a
successful busnessman who began his career in Chicopee working in the freight office of the
Boston and Maine Railroad. He later worked in John A. Denison's mest market, eventudly
doing well enough to buy both Denison's busness and his house. Elmer was one of the men
involved in Chicopees trangition from town to city. He served on the new city's first board of
ddermenin 1890.

Meanwhile, the Common became afocusfor recregtiond activity within the district. The
city continued to improvethe park, adding playground equipment duringthe early 1920s The
Common ssamsto have gotten heavy use during holidays and pubic cdebrations. Photographs
from the 1910s and 1920s show crowds of residents using the park as a gathering place on public
occasions.

After World War |, Chicopee began experiencing a period of indudtrial decline. Severd
large employers, including Stevens-Duryea (automobile manufacturers). Belcher & Taylor
(makers of agricultura tools), and the Page Needle Company failed in the early 1920s Other
companies managed to survive under new ownership. The Chicopee Manufacturing Company,

(continued)
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for example, was purchased by Johnson & Johnson of New Jarsey in 1917. In 1927, the most
cmshing blow hit when the Dwight Manufacturing Company closed its cotton production in
Chicopee Center and moved operaions to Alabama With the Great Depresson closdy
following on the heds of these industria setbacks, Cabotvill€'s resdents suffered condgderable
financial lossesthrough the late 1920s and early 1930s

An atempt a industrial recovery was mede in 1930, when the Industria Buildings
Corporation was formed. The company bought the Dwight mill buildings and tried to enfice
amdl industries to occupy the spece

In 1948, Spading moved out of the Ames complex to a ste in Willimansett. For severd
yearsthe buildings were used for scattered small manufacturing concems. By the late 1970s the
complex had a condderable number of vacances and was deteriorating. 1n 1984 - 1985, the
complex was converted to resdentia use, formalizing the end of Cabotvill€'s prominence as an
indugtrid village.

The 1950s and 1960s marked a change inthe public facilities surrounding the Common.
After a decade of steadily declining enrollment, the Somece Street School wes dosed in 1955. |t
remaned vacant for ten years, then was demolished in 1965. The present bath house and wading
pool (Map#50), condructed as an extenson of the Common, were added inthat sameyear. The
Common was rededicated as Lucy Wisniowski Park, named for a former city aderwoman and
State Civil Service Commissioner.

In the 1970s, the city continued to invest in improvements to the Common. In 1977, the
city ussd Community Development funds to renovate the park, adding the present basketbal
court, sdewaks, and granite curbing, as well as decorative lighting fixturesand benches. At that
time, the section of Soruce Street in front of the wading pool was dosed to cregte a pededrian
wakway between the Common and the pool. Unfortunately, except for the curbing and walks,
none of the decorative fumishingsingdled in 1977 is intact today, and the sdewaks show
consderable deterioration. However, even in its present sate, the Common still gets heavy use
from neighborhood residents.

Like many other urban aress, Chicopee Ceanter saw a decline in its business digtricts
during the 19680s and 1970s, as suburban commerciad complexes atracted shoppers avay from
downtown stores. Urban renewa destroyed Chicopee Falls, Cabotville's sgter village, in the
mid-1960s. Chicopee Center was fortunately goared asimilar fate, and during the late 1970s ad

(continued)
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early 1980s the city embarked on arevitdization program in Chicopee Center which continues
today. The Cabotville Common district hes not only survived urban renewd, but hes dso
managed to survive the congtruction of Interstate 391, which cut a swath through severd blocks
of similar housing to the west. The neighborhood is currently a mixture of renta and owner-
occupied residentia properties, with a number of homes remaining in the hands of children or
grandchildren of the Polish immigrants who settled herein the early 20th century.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Chicopee are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Prehigtoric Stes in the district area can contribute information relating to
Native American adaptations to ariverine environment and how these paitems compared to other
non-coadd and coastd Massechusdts arees Prehidtoric dtes in this area can hdp better
undersand the variability of riverine settlement and the loca/regiona importance of settlement
near the confluence of mgor drainages, in this indance the Connecticut River and one of it's
magjor tributaries, the Chicopee River. The analyss of lithics and ceramics from Stesin this area
can help better understand problems of technology and style as well as pattems of prehistoric
exchange. Thisinformation can dso be used to date cultural sequences geologica features and
geologica events. Information may a0 be presat to help better underdand peitems of

demography during the prehistoric period.

Historic archeeologicad resources described above have the potentia to provide detailed
information on the broad paterns of industrial and community development that changed
Chicopee from arural agricultura district of Springfield in 1800 to a progperous industrial city
by 1915. Further documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may
produce additional information which further characterizes the didtricts pre-1840 agricultural or
pasurage use Similar research may a0 produce examples of the district's early settlement
expanding out from the Common area This information can help better undergand how
industrial workers were organized in aresdentia setting. During the district's early settlement,
most properties were rental and densdy occupied. Information may be present identifying levels
of socid organization inrental properties dong divisonsof sex, marital datus and family lines.
This data can ds0 contribute vauable information on the district's ethnic composition and how
patterns of socia grouping may have changed as the district's population incorporated first the
Irish , then French Canadians and finally Polish emigrants. Information may aso-be present to
help better understand the dynamics of interaction between the predominantly Roman Catholic
immigrants and existing Protestant 'Y ankee population. Much of the above information can

(continued)
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result fromi the detailed andyds of occupationa related features (trash pits> priTiies» wells) .
asocdated with particular sdmctures.  Archaeologica evidence may dso be present to better
undergand the technology of mid 19* century waterworks or reservoir technology, especidly the
extent to which natural water supply was modified by engineering methods or features. One of
the more important area of potential research in the digtrict can be the better undergtanding of the
socid and economic importance for the many small shops and budnesses located in many of the
district's resdences. Many of these enterprises were located in the outbuildings located with
most of the resdences in the district. Most of the outbuildings may survive today as
archaeologica resources only. The andyds of these structura remains and related features can
help document the range of economic activities which occurred in the district, their economic
importance to the district and various individuals and their possble socid importance to specific
ethnic groups. Archaeologica resources assodated with the Soruce Strest School can dso be
important by contributing information on the nature and importance of education inan ethnicaly
changing working dass neighborhood.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

To the north, the boundary begins a the northwestern comer of 21-25 West Street and
runs eest dong the northern property lines of 11 and 15 School Street. The boundary turns north,
running aong the western property line of 12-14 Bullens Street, then runs e dong the
northerly lot line of 12-14 Bullens Strest.  The boundary crosses Bullens Strest, running aong
the northern property lines of 18-20 and 14-16 Chesnut Street.  The boundary then runs south on
the west sde of Chestnut Street to a point directly across from the northwestern corner of 25
Chestnut Street. At this point, the boundary turns eest, running along the northern property line
of 25 Chestnut Street, then turning south to follow the western line of that same property to
School Street.

The boundary line crosses School Stredt, then turns eedt to run dong the front ot line of
68 School Street. The line turns south a the comer of McKeag Avenue, running down the
wedern Sde of McKeag Avenue until it reeches a point across from the northwestern comer of
79 Pak Street. The line turns esst until it reechesthe northeastern corner of 79 Park Street, then
runs south aong the eedern lot line of that property. The boundary turns west for a short
digance, until it is acrass from the northeestem comer of 76 Pak Stret. The boundary crosses
Park Street and runs south until it reechesthe southeest comer of 76 Park Street.

The boundary then turns southwest, running southwesterly aong the southem property
lines of 76 and 70 Park Strest and 81 Chedtnut Street.  The line continues acrass Chestnut: Sireet
to mn westerly dong the southern property lines of 82-88 and 80 12 Chednut Street, and 44,
through 14 Park Street. The boundary then turns south, ranning along the eestern ot line of 75
West Strest for a short distance, until it reechesthe southeestern corner of 75 West Stredt.

The boundary line tums west and mns westerly dong the southem lot line of 75 Wes
Stret, then tums north, mnning northerly aong the eest Sde of West Street, from 75 West Stret
to the northwest corner of 21-25 School Stredt, until it meets the point of beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the Cabotville Common Historic District are bassd on avisua andyss
of the use, geographicd orientation, and integrity of the district's buildingsin comparison with
its surroundings. The district's borders have been drawn in arees where a visual gap has been
cregted by empty lots, or where there isno longer any continuity in the integrity of structures.

(continued)
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Where the district borders other significant neighborhoods, changes in usage were a determining
factor in sdecting boundaries. The district is resdentid in character; boundaries were drawn
where building use changed to larger-scde commercid properties. Because the district centers
on Cabotville Common, geogragphica orientation was dso conddered. Boundaries were drawvn
where buildings tended to be oriented avay from the Common and ssamed to form a
neighborhood distinct from the Common area

To the north, the Cabotville Common District is bounded by the rear lot lines of
commercid buildings on Exchange Stret and by the southem border of the Dwight
Manufacturing Company Historic Housing District. The change in usage from residentid to
commercia buildingsand the focus of the commercid buildingsnorth toward Exchange Street
cregtes adigtinct visua bresk between the district and the buildings to the north.

To the ead, visua bresks and a change in orientation of buildings marks the border
between the district and its surroundings. A series of severdly dtered buildings edgesthe district
beyond 68 School Street. Beyond thisvisua bresk, Dwight Street'sresidentia buildings tend to
be focused away from the Common. On the Park Strest section of the district's boundary, large
parking arees and new constmction form adistinct visua bregk from the district.

The back lots of buildings lining Center Stret form the district's southem boundary.
Chicopee Center's mgjor commercid artery. Center Street is lined with business buildings that
ae markedly different in use and scde from thosewithin the Cabotville Common District.

Along West Stredt, there is consderable visua difference between the eestem and
wesern sdes of the dreet. While the buildings on the eestern sde of the dredt, from 25-27
through 75 Wes Stredt, remain intact, few remain on the western sde. Huge gaps exist where
buildings were demolished to cregte parking arees. These openings make a digtinct visual
boundary to the district's west.

(end)
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Photographer: Michele Plourde-Barker
Date: October-November 1996
Negatives a: Cabotville Limited Partnership, o VOC, 317 Main Street, Holyoke, MA

1. Cabotville Common (aka Wisniowski Park), showing 19, 25, 37-39 School Street, facing
NW from Park Stret

2. Cabotville Common (aka Wisniowski Park), show 25, 33, 37-39 School Street; 25, 37-39, 41,
47, and 53 Chestnut Stredt, facingN from Park Strest

3. Cabotville Common, showing 37-39, 41, 47, 53, 59 and 61 Chesnut Street, facing N from

Park Street

Wes Street, showing 2 School Street, 39, 41, 45, 49, 53, 55, 59, and 63-71 Weds Stredt, view

facing SE.

Wes Street, showing 53, 55, 59, 63-71 Wes Stret, facing SE.

67 Chestnut Street, facing NE

74-80 Chestnut Street, facing NW

13 Pak Street, facing N.

59 Wed Stredt, facing N

10 53 Wed Stredt, facing SE

11. 37-39 School Stredt, facing NW

12. 63-71 Wes Stredt, facing SE

13. 25 Chestnut Street, facing N

e
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CABOTVILLE COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT, CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAP#

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

745

746

926

747

748

749

751

Ameziah Bullens Property

William Cotter House

The Commor/Lucy
Wisniowski Park

Ann A. Leppens Property

Ann A. Leppens Property

Sant Sanidaus Sodety

J A. Haynes House

G. Shddon House

Josagh SmmsHouse
gaage

STREET ADDRESS DATE OF
BULLENSSTREET
12-14 Bullens Stret c. 1856
AsEs0ors #0076-00015
20 Bullens Srest c. 1833
Assesors # 0076-00014
CHESTNUT STREET

Chestnut/Park/Spruce/School 1845
Streets
ASESrs #0061-00078

14-16 Chestnut Strest c. 185
AsseEsors # 0077-00026

18-20 Chestnut Strest c. 18%
Assesors #0076-00052

25 Chestnut Strest 1913
Assesors # 0077-00023
37-39 Chestnut Strest 1849
Assesors # 0077-00029
4] Chestnut Stregt c. 18%H
AsseEsors # 0077-00030
47 Chestnut Stret 1847
Assesors # 0077-00031 191

CONSTRUCTION

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Colonid Revivd

Colonid Revivd

Colonid Revivd

Grek Revivd

No Style

Gresk Revivd

Page 1 of 7
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MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME

10

20

24

21

22

s7

760

TryphenaWright House
gnokehouse with atached
bam and sheds

Amazich Bullens Property

David Ouimette House

Lorenzo Lane House

Ruth Underwood House

gaage
Clark Albro Block

Knott-Littlewodd House

Alpheus Underwood House

gaage
EmdiusAlbro Property

STREET ADDRESS

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

CHESTNUT STREET (continued)

53 Chestnut Stregt
Assesors # 0077-00032

59 Chestnut Stregt

Assesors # 0077-00033

61 Chestnut Strest
Assessors # 0077-00034

67 Chestnut Stregt
AsEsors #0077-00035

73 Chestnut Stret
ASESSrs#0061-00077
74-80 Chestnut Strest
ASESOrs #0061-00073

80 12 Chestnut Stregt
Assesors # 0061-00074

81 Chestnut Stregt
ASESrs#0061-00076

82-88 Chestnut Strest
ASESrs #0061-00075

1846 C

1919 NC

c. 1855

c. 1885

1846

C 1853 1936 NC

dterations

1979 NC

c. 1853 C

c. 1885

c. 1859 C
NC

late 20th century

c. 1855

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

Grek Revivd

Grek Revivd

Grek Revivd

Gresk Revivd

No Style

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Page2of 7
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761

762

763

764

765

766

G.H. Chgpman Property

G.H. Chgpman Proprty
gaege
Fogerty House

Matt Ryan House
gaege

Mrs. T.H. Wood House

John I. Conklin Property
gaage

Patrick Hagerty House
gaage

STREET ADDRESS DATE OF

CONSTRUCTION

STATUS STYLE

COONEY PLACE (formerly SPRUCE STREET)

4 Cooney Hace (formerly 34-36 c 18%

Soruce Street)

As=s30rs # 0061 -00004 c 1926
10 Cooney Hace (formerly 28 c. 18%

Soruce Street)

Ase=s0rs # 0061 -00003 c 1926
16 Cooney Race (formerly 22-24 ¢ 1856
Soruce Street)

As==0rs#0061-00004

MCKEAG AVENUE

22 McKeag Avenue c. 1878
AsE=s0rs #0077-00038 c. 1926
PARK STREET

7 Pak Sregt c. 1834
ASESOrs #0061-00007

13 Pak Stregt c. 18%
AsE=Srs #0061-00006 c. 1926

14 Pak Sregt c. 1875
AsE=30rs #0061-00066 late 20th century

C

NC

C

NC

NC

NC

Grek Revivd

Gresk Revivd/ltdianate

Gresk Revivd

Colonid Revivd

Itdianate

Gresk Revivd/ltdianate

Gresk Revivd

RESOURCE

o W W W W
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37

28

27

26

14

767

768

769

770

771

772

74

G.H. Chgomen Property

Collins-Connor Block
bam

Ames Company Property
Boisvert-Jeffers House
Captain Day Property
bam

Cagptain Day Property
bam

Jecob Karas House
bottling shop ad atached
gaage

Patrick Bymes (Bums) House

Luther C. Clapp House
bam

STREET ADDRESS

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

PARK STREET (continued)

17-19 Pak Strest
ASESOrs #0061-00005

20 Pak Sregt
AssEsors # 0061-00067

26 Pak Strest
ASESrs #0061-00068

30-34 Pak Sregt
AsE=Srs #0061-00069

36 Pak Stregt
AsseEssors# 0061-00070

40 Pak Srregt
AsEsors #0061-00071

44 Pak Stregt
AsE=Srs#0061-00072
67 Pak Srest
AsseEsors #0077-00036

70 Pak Sregt
AssEesors #0077-00051

c. 1855

c. 1885
c. 1926

c. 1856

c 1885

c. 1859
c. 1926

c. 1859
c. 185

1909
1928

c. 1856

c. 1915

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

NC

No Style

Second Empire

Gresk Revivd

No Syle

Gresk Revivd

Grek Revivd

Quen Anne

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Pege 40f 7

RESOURCE



CABOTVn.LE COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT, CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAP#

17

47

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

776

781

Thomas A. Denison House

garage with attached shed

Mrs. SdinaGoff House
gaege

John A. Denison House
bam

John Cronin House

P. Fogerty House

Edward Shaw Property
gaage

Edward Shaw House

Amazieh Bullens Property
carport/gerage

Ameaziah Bullens Property

STREET ADDRESS

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

PARK STREET (continued)

73 Park Strest 1846,
Assessors #0077-00037 late 1%th century
additions
c. 1926

76 Pak Sret 1846

AsseEsors # 0077-00052 1924

79 Pak Sregt 1846

Assesors # 0077-00050 c. 1885
SCHOOL STREET

2 School Strest 1847

AssE=s0ors # 0060-00004

8 School Strest c 1853

AsEsors #0060-00001

11 School Strest c. 1870

Assesors # 0076-00029 1946

15 School Strest c. 1859

Assesors # 0076-00028

19 School Street c. 1856

Assess0rs #0076-00013 late 20th century

25 School Stregt c. 18%

AsseEsors #0076-00011

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

NC

NC

NC
NC

No Syle

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Paoe 50f 7

RESOURCE



CABOTVILLE COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT, CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME

57 782
58 783
784
785
50
49 786
51 787
46 788
45 789

John Chase Property

T.W. McCarthy Block

Roberts-Bums Block

Robert Pearson House

Spruce Stregt Bath House
and Wading Poadl

J. Mulcahey House
gaage

Patrick Burke Block

Magddena Przybyla Property

J. McCarty House

STREET ADDRESS

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

SCHOOL STREET (continued)

33 School Stret
AsseEsors # 0077-00028

37-39 School Strest
Assesors # 0077-00027

60 Schodl Street
Assessors# 0077-00040

68 Schodl Sreet
Assessors # 0077-00039

c. 1855

1891-1893

c. 1839

c. 1859

SPRUCE STREET

Soruce Street
Assesors # 0061-00001

4 Spomee Street
AsseEsors #0076-00012

21-25 West Sret
Assessors # 0076-00018

3 Wes Sret
AsEsrs # 0060-00004

41 Wes Sret
AsseEssors# 0060-00003

1966 NC
NC

c. 1856 C

1978 NC

WEST STREET

c. 1870

c. 1850; moved c.
1915

c. 1870

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

Gresk Revivd

Itdianate

Itdianate

Gresk Revivd

No Style

Grek Revivad/Queen Anne

Gresk Revivd/ltdianate

Gresk Revivd

Gresk Revivd

Page6of 7

RESOURCE
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CABOTVILLE COMMON HISTORIC DISTRICT, CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME

42

41

791

L. Leppens House

E. Brennan House

M. C. Hedy Block
gaage

M.Hays House

Michael C. CallinsBlock

A. Page Block

Janes SheaHouse

STREET ADDRESS

WEST STREET (continued)

45 Wes Stret
Assessors# 0060-00004

49 Wes Stret
Assesors # 0060-00005

53 Wes Strest
Ass=Esors # 0060-00006

5 Wes Stregt
AsEsrs #0061-00009

50 Wes Stret
Assessors # 0061-00008

63-71 Wes Sregt
Assesors # 0061-00065

75 Wes Strest
AsE=s3ors #0061-00064

B =Building C = Contributing NC = Noncontributing S = Site S = Stmcture

Principa Buildings

Outbuildings

Stes
Structures

Contributing

52
1
1

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

c. 18%

c. 18%

1892

c. 1949

c. 1856

c 1875

Noncontributing

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

STATUS STYLE

No Style

Gresk Revivd/ltdianate

LateVictorian

Gresk Revivd

Itdianate

Classcd Revivd

Gresk Revivd/ltdianate

Pege7of 7

RESOURCE
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MULTI PLE
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
A)prilll& ﬁ%\ M assachusetts HistOHca CommissioH

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Cabotville Common Higtoric District, Chicopee, (Hampden Co.), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Chair, Chicopee Historical Commission
Gregory Farmer, Preservation Consultant
Richard Kos, Mayor, City of Chicopee
Michele Plourde-Barker, Presarvation Consultant
Patrick E. Welch, Chair, Chicopee Board of Aldermen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 « TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state. ma. us/sec/mhc



