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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Guidetines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete eacf) item by marking "x" in tfie appropriate box or by entering
tfie requested information. If an item does not apply to tfie property being documented, enter "W A" for "notapplicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only tfie categories and subcategories listed in tfie instructions. For additional space use continuation sfieets
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1. Name of Property

historic name THE THIMS DONAGHY SCHAOL
Other names/site number

2. Location
dregt & numba < J"UTH STREET [nyaot for publication"
city, town NEW BEDFORD Lnjtfclnity
state MA code 025 county BRISTOL code 005 zip codeo2740
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Pxl private ' bl,ll|d|ﬂg(S) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local ron district 1 buildings
| | public-State T . site sites
I I public-Federal I Istructure " structures
I 1 object - objects
0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
ft/a listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets thedocumentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part60.
In my opinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgnaured aertifying dffidal
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF MASSACHUSETTS HT.qTnPTrAl, GOMWM SSION SO

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does notmeet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Bentered inthe National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible forthe National
Register. « ] See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Wse THOAS oGy SCHOO,

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION  grammar school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

ROMANNESQLE  REVI VAL

NW BEOFGRD, WA

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

MOTHBALLED AT PRESENT - PROPCSED
QONVERS ON TO HOUX NG NI TS.

Materials (enter categories from Instructions)

foundation GRANITE

walls BRICK

roof SLATE

ather COPPER ROOF TRIMMED DOMN SPOUTS &
GUTTERS.

PiRe o ey <Hhoor S A 1osroom 2 U 2-story brick structure vith full
basenent and attic. The school islocated onthe north half of acity block.
The school's | ot isconpletely surfaced wth asphalt, wiich is bady cracked.
The northeast corner contains concrete piers of the foundation for portable

classroon(s). The property isrinmedwth

concrete sidewal k. The school is set back

street onthree sides. Thesite i s boud

a squared granite curbing next to a

roxinately 50 feet from the

ap
by Purchase Street an the west.

South Street on the north, Acushnet Avenue on the east. The southeast corner

borders a vacant |ot, thesouthwest, a house wth backyard. The school i s

oriented on a north-south axis wth the nain entrances on the north and south

ends. The surrounding land i s used for residential purposes. The thickly

settled streetscapei s nade up of buildi ngs datmg fromthe nnd 1800s to the
e

early 1900s. Route 18 islocated two blocks tot

east.

Tre building' s plan i srectangular inconfigurationwth slightly extended
portions at the center of the east and west elevations. The nain roof area of
the buildingis hipped, although the front and rear sections have been
truncated wth acentral flat area occupied by chinmeys and ventilation

shafts. The pitched areas of the roof are covered wth slate requiring sone
attention, wth copper flashings, gutters, and conductor system that arein
poor condition. Ny of the conductors are conpletely mssing. There is a
regul ar placenent of dorners on the roof |ine. The chinmeys, the corbel ed

tops of which are deteriorated, are four tothe north of the central area, two

to the south.

Vel [s and cornice are brick wth a granite watertabl e above the basenent
wndows separating the cellar level and a granite foundation course at ground
level. Brick andnortar are in good condition. Thesills of all wndows are
granite. Brickwalls inthe |ovwer sectionsare narred and sprayr-hgaj nted wth

graffiti. The foundation i s constructed of hanmered granite.

walls are

joined tothe roof by acorbelledbrick cornice.

[ 2 See continuation sheet
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The north elevation has a brick surface in a running bond pattern with central
arched entrance with a heavy corbelled brick architrave. Double wooden doors
with side and transom lights are in fair to good condition. Above the
entrance is a large round window; directly above this window in the hipped
roof is a two-window dormer. To either side of the entrance are four square
basement windows with granite foundation forming a continuous sill; above, a
granite watertable forms a continuous lintel. Directly above these windows
are four long segnental-arched windows on the first floor and again on the
second floor. A band of corbelled brickwork runs along the length of the
building just below the tops of the first and second floor windows; at each
window, it rises to form the lintel. The sills are granite. Windows are
double-hung wood sash, 4/1 on the interior and 4/2 on the exterior storm
window. Sashes and storms are in fair to poor condition. Basement windows
are wood inswing four-light hoppers. All windows are presently covered with

plywood.

The west elevation has a central pavilion that projects out from the main
surface approximately ten feet. To the north end of this area are two
basement windows above which are two first floor windows and two second floor
windows; the latter have a half-round arched top. South of these windows are
five more windows identical in size and shape. In the center of this section
is a three-window dormer in the hipped roof. To each side of this extended
area are five windows aligned from basement to second floor and two-window
dormer in the roof. These windows and surface treatment are the same as those
on the north facade. The south elevation is identical to that of the north
and the east elevation identical to the west facade.

Entrance is gained on both the north and south sides of the building by a
staircase to a landing midway between the basement and first floor. Wooden
stairs rise to a central corridor with hardwood floors, painted, smooth-faced
brick walls, and twelve-foot ceiling with unconcealed sprinkler pipes and
electrical conduit throughout. Corridors are the same on first and second
floor; the basement corridor is brick walled with a cement floor and plaster
ceiling. Walls and ceiling vary in condition from fair to poor due to water
damage. There is no third floor corridor. Doors on the first and second
floor are paneled wood and frosted glass. Above the doors are clear glass
transoms. First and second floors have six classrooms each ranged around the
central corridor (four at the outer corners with nine windows each). In
addition, there are two adjoining teachers' rooms. All rooms have hardwood
floors, plaster walls above wainscotting to sill height, and chalkboards.
Plaster walls and wood floors are in fair condition. Ceilings have
square-patterned tin ceilings partially or completely falling down.
Classrooms have built-in wood cabinets projecting from the walls and two
doorways to a coranon corridor.
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Archaeological Description

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the general
area. In general, the potential for prehistoric or historic sites is low as a
result of the size of the parcel and related effects from construction for the
full basement, paving around the school, and overall intense development in
the area.



8. Sgamat of Sgnificance THMAS MNArHV srHnni,, NAW RAEAFOR MA

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally | I statewide [xI locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [XJC I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A \z]C [UD I 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHTTF.CTURF. 1905-1935 1905
mmmiinity planning and development
RDUCATTON
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person..( SJ ;.. , "« . - Architect/Builder
N/A N SAMUEL C. HUNT

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Donaghy School, built in 1905, retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Built in response to the
exploding population brought about by the industrialization of New Bedford,
the Romanesque Revival-style structure is a fine example of a new era in
construction of educational facilities. The Donaghy School fulfills criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

In those decades immediately before and after 1900, New Bedford experienced an
enormous population growth due mainly to the cotton textile mills' nearly
insatiable demand for laborers. The development of the mills began in the '
later 1840s in New Bedford, but it was completely overshadowed by the
unparalleled success of the whaling industry. By the 1870s, however, the
whaling industry was in its death throes and the cotton textile mills (and ,.y,
other assorted industries, including whaling's nemesis, petroleum) were
carrying New Bedford's economic fortunes to grand heights once again.

Naw Bedford's population exploded with her rapid industrialization, jumping
from 40,000 in 1890 to over 120,000 in 1920, for the mills required workers,
and the workers brought their families. The families needed housing and their
children need schooling. The south central area of the city, where the Thomas
Donaghy School is located, experienced an enormous influx of new population as
it was near the site of major mill complexes: the Hathaway Manufacturing Co.,
the Potomska Mill Corp., the City Manufacturing Corp., and the Morse Twist
Drill Machine Company. Earlier homes of the whaling era were converted to
accomodate more families, and new multi-family buildings were thrown up as
population pressures used the available space.

Nowv located within a largely minority neighborhood (particularly Cape
Verdean), the Donaghy School was not built as a response to any nationality's

[xI See continuation sheet
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I~x) preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested "p"" # 10780 MA

| Ipreviously listed in the National Register

CT] previously determined eligible by the National Register

| Idesignated a National Historic Landmark

| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1.1« AnRKS

SCALE 1: 25000
UTM References

A 119 | 1A -M-QlI 7L SInl 14 fl Qi gl 8 01 ol
Zone Easting Northing

C

USGS QJAD NW BEDFCRD SQUTH  MA

Verbal Boundary Description

Property i s located on Lot 49 Plat

t

Publishing Co.

| !See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
| IState historic preservation office
| 10ther State agency
| |Federal agency
Pn Local government
| I'University
E Other
Specify repository:
GENEOLOGY ROOM/NEW BEDFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

B J L I J L
Zone Easting Northing

DL~ L

r~1 See continuation sheet

30. Beginning at the Southwest corner of South

Street and Acushnet Avenue then running south on Acushnet Ave. 277.53 ft . to the

north boundary of Lot 269 then west

along this line 187,16 ft .

t o Purchase Street,

then north on Purchase St. 277.17 ft .to the southeast corner of Purchase and

South Streets. East 188.12 ft .tothepori-at of beginning.

Property i s located

on New Bedford South, M\ WBGSgluadranPleX-JSee contirtjation sfieet

Boundary Justification

Entire | ot purchased by theCity of New Bedford from t he heirs of Thomas Donaghy
for thelocation of a school and playground.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte William Swan, Pres. Planner with Betsy Friedberg. NR nirrrfnr

| | See continuation sheet

of Mjgg, Hiqt:orical Comm,

organization Preservation Planner / Mass. Historical Comm. dae 1/5/8!]j

street & number 80 Boylston St.
city or town Boston

617-7?7-H67n
.zip code ri?i 17

telephone
state MA
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influx, but simply to the staggering growth in the city's population.
Initially, the school's population was dominated by English and French
Canadians. Typically, the enrollment of the Donaghy School over time reflects
the major nationalities that immigrated to New Bedford: Portuguese (the
dominant surmame group), French and French-Canadian, Irish, English, Russian,
German, and Jewish, among others. Before the 1870s, New Bedford's schools
were largely of wooden construction. By the time of the Donaghy School's
construction, "modern" schools were typically planned: brick, 2 1/2 stories,
with ten or twelve large, well-ventilated classrooms off a central corridor.
There was considerable discussion in New Bedford of the problems of properly
ventilating classrooms, and the Donaghy School was designed with one of the
most widely accepted solutions at the time: large central ventilation shafts
running vertically from the cellar with controllable openings near the floor
and ceiling of each classroom. In theory, this would permit stale, foul air
to be replaced with fresh air without the cold drafts from open windows. The
success of this system seems to have been very limited, although the design
concept was incorporated in many schools in New Bedford and surrounding
communities.

Prior to the turn of the century, the School Committee and Superintendent of
Schools spent most of their time, it would seem, requesting new buildings and
modern equipment to properly instruct the ever-booming school-age population.
The problems and pressures only increased with the arrival of the new
century. In January 1905, the Superintendent of New Bedford Schools reported:

There has not been a period during (the last decade) when it has not been
necessary to hire private buildings for school purposes. Besides these
there are several other classes that are colonized and others that are
overcrowded.

The Donaghy School was completed in 1905. It was designed and built by a
politically active and locally prominent architect, Samuel C. Hunt. Public
schools designed by S. C. Hunt include the H. M. Knowlton School (no longer
standing), R. I. Ingraham School (Rivet and Acushnet Avenue), John H. Clifford
School (Ashley Blvd. and Coggeshall St.) and the James Congdon School
(Hemolock and Thompson Streets); all are similar in design to the Thomas
Donaghy school.
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Samuel C. Hunt (1858-1908) was born and educated in New Bedford. At age
sixteen, he was apprenticed to learn carpentry and rose to become a
construction foreman. He further advanced himself by studying architecture in
Boston. In the 1870s and 1880s, he became a well-established
contractor/builder in the area. By 1891 he was a full-time architect,
designing many private residences and public buildings. His most prominent
works in New Bedford are the Registry of Deeds, the Touraine Hotel, and the
restoration/renovation of the former Public Library in 1906 after it had been
burned. The latter was, under his guidance, converted into the City Hall,
which remains today.

Although closely identified with New Bedford politics in the last two decades
of this life. Hunt actually held public office (as an Alderman) only from
1895-1896. He was involved in the development of many housing tracts in the
north end of New Bedford and in the nearby town of Fairhaven.

His local importance and influence can be more readily judged by the fact that
during his active years as an architect, he was the principal architect for
New Bedford public buildings, accounting for the design of seven out of the
thirteen school buildings constructed between 1890 and 1908. Further, he was
involved in the design of other public buildings, such as fire stations.

The school was named for a respected city merchant upon whose land it was
built. Thomas Donaghy (1826-1904) was a New Bedford merchant who traveled to
California in the '49er gold rush days. He returned to New Bedford to conduct
a boot and shoe business on the southwest corner of Union and Water Streets,
in the busy waterfront portion of the city. His establishment remained in
business for many years, virtually the entire second half of nineteenth
century, and was such a popular gathering spot that in its time it was a local
landmark. Mr. Donaghy served on the New Bedford GCommmn Council for two years
(1879-1880) and for two years on the Board of Alderman (1882-1883).
Well-known and well-liked, Mr. Donaghy refused the persuasions of his friends
and supporters to run for Mayor of the City; he preferred his private
business and his activity in Episcopalian Church affairs.

The Donaghy School was nearly overcrowded the day it was opened. But such was
the plight of most of New Bedford's schools.  However, this substantial
building, typical of Samuel Hunt's designs, remained in active use serving the
communtiy until 1977, when it was closed, replaced by a larger elementary
school designed to serve a larger school district. Vacant since 1977, the
former school is presently being rehabilitated and converted into
moderate-income housing. There will be 24 one- and two-bedroom units. The
interior corridors will remain intact, and schoolrooms will be partitioned to
create the apartments. The project will follow the Secretary of Interior's
Standards of Rehabilitation.
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Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
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Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



