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I . DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND- ORlGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE -

o The Ketchikan: Ranger House, which was built in 1916, is a single, detached un1t, rectangu- -

lar in plan, that is oriented north/south. It is of nailed frame construction with post
on piling foundation. It is one and one-half stories high. A poured concrete foundation
under ‘the- southern portion of the house was added when ‘the basement was excavated 1n 1931.

~ Structurally, the. house has been v1rtua11y unaltered 0n1y relatively minor modifications
- have occurred since 1933, the year in which the-last major modification--construction of

a sunporch--was completed The exterior appearance is very much as it was in 1933. The

- interior also retains a great deal of integrity. Only two rooms, the kitchen and the

. bathroom, have been nemode]ed This occurred during the early 1960 S.

The exterior walls 2 are c]ad with sh1p1ap 51d1ng, while the gable ends and walls below
the watertable and the south-and east elevations are covered with wooden shingles. The
~roof trim includes verges projecting, plain, and eaves projecting, with rafters exposed.
There are two hipped-roof dormers on the east slope of the roof, and one Targe: shed-roof
dormer offset on the west slope. A stretcher bond brick exter1or chimney is located at
the southwest corner of the house.:

W1th regard to the w1ndows, fenestration is regu]ar surrounds are flat, with p1a1n trim

;" and slipsills. The:main window divisions are as follows: On the first floor, in the
~ hipped dormers, and the west gable end, there are one-over-one double hung sash windows;

whereas the kitchen windows and the mu111on w1ndow on the east gable end are s1na]e
‘sashes. w1th s1ng1e panes.

VThe main- entry is offset to the far 1eft on the east e]evatlon and the rear entry is
lightly offset to the left on the north gable end. An enc]osed sunporch, built in
‘1933, with a hip roof, extends the width of the south gable end on the first story.
Nine straight side steps, with a single railing on the outside, mount to a small

B - platform enclosed by a solid shiplap railing, access themain entry located in the east

end of the sunporch.- A hipped roof porch extends the width of the north cable end,

"'fu11y enclosed with sh1p1ap sheath1ng to the right: andpart1a1]y enclosed by a p1ywood

ra111nq to the Teft.

o Alterations to the struoture are as follows: an extens1on of. the. nipped gallery roof to

R ~ cover the entry platform, enclosure of the entryway with fiberglass panels and replacement -
~of the original single-leaf glass panel door with a Taminated door containing three small

windows. An aluminum storm door has been added. . The solid shiplap railings that had
_been- on both the interior and exterior stairs have been replaced with a simple. railing on
the outside only. Lattice replaces the shingled enclosure of the porch staircase. On the
northeasterly portion of the rear porch, the small dimension porch post and lattice
‘railing have been replaced with a post of heavier dimension and a plywood railing.
Fiberglass panels have been added to enclose the space between the railing and. the roof
on the east side. The double-sash horizontal open1ng windows in the kitchen have been
: rep]aced with single sashes. A ga1v1n1zed stove pipe protrudes from the east elevation
-~ and pierces the eaves trim of both the main roof and the west dormer. The original

- shingle roof materials have been replaced w1th compos1t1on shingles. There are no

structura] add1t1ons : : ) :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ketchikan Ranger House, of 309 Gorge Street, was built in 1916 by the USDA Forest
- Service for the purpose of providing housing for the first District Ranger detailed to
“manage forestry in the Territoryof Alaska.. The total sum of money allocated for the
construction (and excluding costs for finishing the interior) amounted to $650. The
1ot upon which the dwelling is situated was obtained by the Forest Service through
public land order (7300 Buildings and Structures files). The Ketchikan Ranger House

“has been owned and managed by the Forest Service ever s1nce, and was cont1nuous]y
~occupied by District Rangers until 1978.

The house is h1stor1ca11y s1gn1f1cant for its association with early Forest Service

administration in Alaska as well as for its architectural values. The Ketchikan

Ranger House was constructed while the Tongass National Forest, created in 1907, was

managed from Regional headquarters located in Portland, Oregon (Rakestraw, 1981).

It was not until 1919 that administration of Alaskan forests was transferred from

Oregon. In that year, the Alaska District was created with headquarters situated in

Ketchikan, Alaska. In 1921, the regional office was moved to Juneau, Alaska. At

that time, in addition to the Ketchikan Ranger District, supervisory headquarters were
“situated in Ketchikan (ibid.). Since 1909, well over 75 percent of the land area of

Southeast Alaska has been under Forest Serv1ce management.

The very ex1stence of the Ketch1kan Ranger House may exemplify the recoagnition the

- agency has historically accorded the District Ranger. Although divisional, regional,
and supervisory headquarters have all been situated in Ketchikan at one time or another,
~the Forest Service only built a residence for the District Ranger. Moreover, its
location in the prestigious Captain's Hill neighborhood implies a heightened recogn1t1on
of the status of the D1str1ct Ranger in the eyes of the agency.

- The House's vernacular Victorian arch1tecture with adjustments for Alaska, typifies the
place and period and clearly reflects local bu11d1ng traditions. The adaptation of
~ contemporary domestic architecture for administrative purposes characterizes the physical
establishment of the Forest Service in its formative years. The Ketchikan Ranger's
House possesses sufficient integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workman-
ship, feeling, and associationito convey its historic identity. The improvements and
changes made prior to 1938 describe the historical development of the building as a
District Ranger's residence, and are significant.

Despite the alterations described above, the principal value of the Ketchikan Ranger's
- House 1is the historical association embodied in the period architecture. A sufficient
amount of original features and materials have been retained to provide the visitor

with the sensation of having entered a time warp and being transported to the 1930's. "
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The interior retains several elements that contribute to the historic integrity of
the dwelling. These include materials and features. Materials are the white oak
flooring in the-living area and the stained softwood flooring in the downstairs

~ bedroom and throughout the upstairs. Features include the spatial arrangement, the
windows—--number, location, and size, surrounds, molded trim, sills, and glazing
patterns thereof; the doors--location, size, surrounds, trim, pattern, and finish;
the picture molding in the living room; the baseboards in the living room, bedrooms,
and sunporch; the light fixtures—-two ceiling fixtures in the sunporch, the ceiling
fixture in the upstairs hallway, and the wall fixture in the front upstairs bedroom;
built-in storage~-closets, drawers, shelves, and window seats; hardware--doorknobs,
latch plates, brass switch plates, drawer pulls on built-in bedroom storage, brass
window fittings; and the unusual curved upstairs hallway.
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