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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. Sece instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each itemn by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
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1. Name of Property

historic name Green Bay YMCA
other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 235 N. Jefferson Street N/A not for publication
city or town City of Green Bay N/A vicinity
state  Wisconsin code  WI county Brown code 009  zip code 54301

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets _does not meet the National Register criteria. [ recommend that this property be considered significant _nationally
_statewide X locally. (_ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

%A;Q%Z?M /%[22 [0/ 5
Signature of certifyfng official/Title Date 7

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer — Wisconsin

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria.
(_ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. %ional Park Service Certification

. A A 27 V4 7 j
1 hefeby certify that the property is: ] - ] ' .
entered in the National Register. ! 7 ; :, f 51
__ See continuation sheet :
__ determined eligible for the -

National Register.

___ See continuation sheet.
__ determined not eligible for the

National Register.

__ See continuation sheet.
___removed from the National

Register.
___ other, (explain:) M
. g ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(check as many boxes as (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources
as apply) in the count)
private X building(s) contributing noncontributing
public-local district 1 0 buildings
public-State structure 0 0 sites
public-Federal site 0 0 structures
object 0 0 objects
1 0 total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources
(Enter "N/A" if property not part of a multiple property previously listed in the National Register
listing.)
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
SOCIAL/ civic SOCIAL/ civic
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility
DOMESTIC/hotel
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter cate&ories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 19™ and 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS / Tudor Revival _foundation CONCRETE
walls STONE
roof ASBESTOS/SLATE
other WOOD

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Brown

Wisconsin
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County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for the National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_A owned by a religious institution or
used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or grave.
D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or
structure.

F  acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Entertainment/ Recreation (A)

Architecture (C)

Period of Significance

1925-1968 (A)

1924-1968 (C)

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Foeller, Schober, & Stephenson

Berners-Schober Associates

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous Documentation on File (National Park Service):

preliminary determination of individual
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National
Register

previously determined eligible by

the National Register

designated a National Historic
landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #___
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #___

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State Agency

_ Federal Agency

_ Local government

_ University

X Other

Name of repository:

*Berners-Schober Associates archives

*Archives and Area Research Center, University of
Wisconsin — Green Bay

*General Files with the Local History and Genealogy
Department, Brown County Library.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

16N 419527.8 4929578.1
Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing

Zone  Easting Northing

[ ] See Continuation Sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

namef/title

organization
street & number 605 Erie Avenue, Suite 101
city or town

Legacy Architecture, Inc.

Sheboygan

Rowan Davidson, Associate AIA & Jennifer Lehrke, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB

date May 15, 2015
telephone (920) 788-6808

WI zip code 53081
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.

name/title Steve Harty, President/CEO

organization Greater Green Bay YMCA date May 15, 2015
street & number 235 N. Jefferson Street telephone  (920) 436-9622
city or town Green Bay state WI zip code 54301

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service,
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects,
(1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

This very fine and highly intact split stone Tudor Revival style building was constructed in 1924 for
the Young Men’s Christian Association of Green Bay and is composed of a three and one-half story L-
shaped building resting on a two and one-half story rectangular block. There are two additions (1968,
1979) along the south wall of the original YMCA building that make a two and one-half story
extension. These additions, and some of the original design, extend up an additional story toward the
rear along the south and eastern sides of the building. Cultural Resource Management in Wisconsin
groups the Tudor Revival under the broader heading “Period Revival Styles,” and the style is often
conflated with other related styles such as the Gothic Revival due to similarities including arched
openings, stone ornamentation, steeply pitched roofs, half-timber, brick, and cut-stone exteriors. The
Tudor Revival style is differentiated by an asymmetrical fagade, entrances accented by arched
openings, heavy masonry construction, material variations, and a high-pitched, gabled slate roof. The
Green Bay YMCA exhibits these characteristic features of the Tudor Revival style. Even the additions
which are characteristically modernist, or contemporary, in style, intentionally continue the material
and stylistic language of the original design while maintaining their own architectural identity.

The Green Bay YMCA was constructed in 1924 and opened in 1925 after years of planning and fund
raising on the part of a number of leading citizens of Green Bay. Previous to the construction of the
building, the Young Men’s Christian Association had a presence in the Green Bay area, but did not
exert much influence. Designed by the firm Foeller, Schober, and Stephenson in a Tudor Revival
style, the new YMCA building was promoted as a destination for recreational activity, moral uplift,
and social improvement. After undergoing a number of small alterations, a large addition was
completed in 1968 and later, the roof of this addition was altered with a rooftop expansion 1979. The
Green Bay YMCA possesses a high degree of integrity on the exterior and while the interior has been
altered, the changes date to the period of significance. The building remains one of Green Bay’s most
distinctive buildings.

The Green Bay YMCA parcel consists of lots 82, 83, and 84 of the original Navarino Plat of the City
of Green Bay. According to the 1924 plans, the building was originally constructed on lots 82 and 83,
while lot 84 was purchased, but unoccupied. The 1960s and 1970s additions were constructed on lot
84. Each lot is 66 feet by 159 feet oriented east-west, which makes the total site 198 feet by 159 feet,
or three-quarters of an acre. The site is a relatively flat parcel occupying the northeast quarter of a city
block in the gridded street pattern of downtown Green Bay. The surrounding area is urban in context
featuring other institutional buildings, banks, storefronts, and parking lots. The northern boundary of
the parcel is the south edge of the right-of-way of the east-west running Pine Street. The eastern
boundary is the west edge of the right-of-way of the north-south running North Jefferson Street. The
southern boundary abuts an existing parking lot. The western boundary is the east edge of the right-of-
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way of a north-south running alley. The YMCA’s main facades face the streets to the north and east.
There are no other buildings on the parcel; the YMCA building extends to the lot line in all directions.

Building Description

The Green Bay YMCA building at 235 North Jefferson Street in downtown Green Bays, is located at
the northeast corner of Jefferson Street and Pine Street and occupies approximately a quarter of a city
block. The building, consisting of the 1924 original construction and 1968 addition, extends to the lot
line along all sides (the small 1979 addition did not change the building’s footprint). The Tudor
Revival style original building, and all alterations, were designed by the architecture firm Foeller,
Schober, and Stephenson, currently known as Berners-Schober Associates. The original structure is
composed of a three and one-half story L-shaped building resting on a two and one-half story
rectangular block and includes a raised foundation. There are two additions along the south wall of
the original YMCA building that make a two and one-half story extension. This section of the
building is finished with split stone with wood and copper trim, and asbestos tile on the roof. The
structure is concrete and steel, except for the roof which has a wood frame.

The north (primary) fagade of the Tudor Revival building is five-and-a-half stories tall and composed
of eight unequal bays. Most of the facade is composed of random-set, irregular, rough-cut limestone.
The stone face is only interrupted by the occasional half-timber and plaster bays. The basement level
rises above grade. Windows are aligned vertically the entire height of the facade. At each floor, the
window openings are stacked above those on the floor below. There is a metal and glass entry
vestibule enclosing a set of stairs adjacent to the northeast corner bay. The windows are of wood, are
original and double hung. The first floor is taller than those above and features triple window groups
with curved transoms under segmented arches. The large main entry is centered on the fagade with a
set of stairs leading up to a segmented arched opening projecting from the wall plane. This entry is
flanked by window-sized openings in the stonework, single step buttresses, and a crenellated stone
coping. The largest bay at the northeast corner has a large stone bay window with a crenellated stone
coping. The second through the fourth floors are identical in their fenestration and materials and
mostly contain rectangular, wood, double- hung windows and cut stone. There is a stone bay in the
second to last bay at the northwest corner of the building on these floors. Tall and shallow rectilinear
oriel bays sided with applied half-timber are on the two bays flanking the main entry. The fifth floor
is distinct as the bays alternate between the split stone finish and a stucco and board finish. The stucco
has random split stone inserted in it, and the stone bays extend up to dormers above. Four dormers,
the largest at the northeast corner bay, extend up past the side gabled roof line and terminate in high
peaks, each one with a single small double hung window centered in it. The side of the gabled roof
above is visible and is sheathed in asbestos shingles that mimic the appearance of slate. The roof
terminates at the west with a masonry gable end cap, and at the opposite end, joins with the
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perpendicular gabled roof running north-south along the east fagade of the building. Copper gutters
and downspouts are spaced equally between bays running from the shallow eave of the side gabled
roof.

The east facade is similar to the north fagade in its materials, scale, and details. The primary entrance
on this side is located along the east side facing Jefferson Street, though it may once have been along
the north side facing Pine Street. The east fagade is divided into seven unequal bays centered on the
main entry and is largely finished in irregular rough-cut limestone. Like the north fagade, the
basement level rises above grade and has single and paired double hung windows directly under a
stone belt course. The first floor is taller than those above and has triple window groups with curved
transoms under segmented arches. The main entry is similar in appearance to the one on the north
facadel; however, it is significantly recessed, and the main double door is at a lower elevation with the
majority of the steps being on the interior. This entry has step buttresses and a crenellated stone
coping above the arched entry opening and an inlaid stone sign with script that reads: “Young Men’s
Christian Association.” The second through fourth floors are identical in appearance with double hung
wood windows and cut-stone veneer. There are two symmetrical shallow and rectilinear oriel bays
sided with applied half-timber on the second bays from the north and south end of the fagade. Like the
north facade, the fifth floor is distinct as the bays alternate between the split stone finish and a stucco
and board finish. The stucco has random cut-stone inserted in it, while the cut stone bays extend up to
dormers above. Three dormers extend up past the side gabled roof line and terminate in high peaks,
each one with a single small double hung window centered in it. The side of the gabled roof above is
visible and is sheathed in asbestos shingles that mimic the appearance of slate. The roof terminates at
the north and south ends with a masonry gable parapet. Copper gutters and downspouts are spaced
equally between bays running from the shallow eave of the side gabled roof.

The south facade is the two-and-one-half story 1968 addition. Also finished with a split-faced
irregular limestone, the addition is contemporary, or modern, in style with influences from the Neo-
Gothic style. This fagade is divided into three components, the first is a recessed ‘reveal’ portion
between the addition and the original building. This section has a recessed metal door at the basement
level, and a single window at the first level. It is finished in the same split stone with a flat roof. The
central portion of the facade consists of four bays of unadorned split stone veneer divided by shallow
concrete vertical columns. These columns are in sets of three and divide narrow vertical windows in
pairs. There are windows in these vertical sections at the basement, first floor, and second floor levels.
There is a horizontal stone band that extends around the entire facade between the first and second
floors. The last section at the southern end of the fagade is an entry with a single metal and glass door
set in a metal storefront window system flanked by a concrete frame. The rest of this portion is
finished in the split stone veneer. The upper floor of this facade was added in 1979 and appears as a
continuation of the original 1968 design. Stepped back from the wall plain the extension of the interior
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gymnasium and swimming pool is visible and is covered with vertical metal panel siding and metal
coping. The 1979 alteration is astylistic and constructed of lesser quality materials.

The south fagade primarily consists of the 1968 and 1979 additions, though some of the original
building is visible above and beyond. There are nine unequal bays finished with the same split stone
veneer and divided by vertical concrete columns extending up to a concrete sill. The first and second
floor section of the southern fagade is divided into two portions by the central concrete column; the
wall to the west is only a single story tall, while the wall to the east is two stories tall. Beyond this cut
stone wall are the exterior walls of the addition swimming pool and gymnasium. The eastern end of
this three story space is covered with vertical metal panels, while the western end is finished in light
brick with the only decorative feature being vertical recessed lines in the brick alluding to the concrete
and steel structure underneath. The south facade currently faces a surface parking lot of the adjacent

property.

The 1979 addition, is smaller in scale compared to the 1968 addition. It is almost completely invisible
from the exterior of the building because it rests on top of the 1968 addition. The design intention,
where the addition is visible, was to blend in with the existing addition and its materials. The 1979
addition is constructed of more affordable and contemporary materials such as a vertical metal panel
wall system and plain yellow brick walls in a running bond. The interior of this last addition expanded
the swimming pool and gymnastics space. It lacks architectural distinction and was constructed
outside of the period of significance.

The west fagade of both the original building and the subsequent addition faces the adjacent alley and
is largely undecorated and utilitarian. The gable end portion at the northwest corner of the building
extends up five and one-half stories and is finished in split-faced limestone veneer with little detail
besides a vertical row of double hung wood windows, one on each floor. There is also an operable
steel fire escape on this section of the fagcade. The central portion of the west fagade is one and one-
half stories and is finished in a rough brick. A number of the window openings in this section of the
facade have subsequently been bricked in with a yellow brick that matches the brick found on the
additions. The southern end of the western facade matches the brick walls visible along the south
fagade with recessed vertical bands and occasional openings for mechanical functions along a three
story wall.

There is an interior courtyard space which extends above the second floor and is surrounded on the
north and east by the five and one-half story original building and along the south and west by the
additions from 1968 and 1979. The north and east interior facades are constructed in a rough
unadorned yellow brick that has weathered. Fenestration along these walls mirrors that on the main
exterior facades with large double hung windows centered on the interior dormitory rooms, each floor
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essentially identical to the others. The first, second, and third floor roofs are all visible at different
elevations illustrating the complexity of the building and it’s interior. The mechanical equipment on
the varying levels of the bituminous and asphalt roof is visible from the windows above, as is the
single saw-tooth sky light above the third level hand ball courts. Brick chimneys, spaced along the
exterior wall, are also visible and extend above the roof line approximately twenty feet. The eaves of
the original building are also shallow along the interior courtyard. The difference between the original
building and the additions is clearly visible with transitions from the yellow brick to vertical metal
panel siding system along the 1979 additions. From the interior courtyard, the roofs of the additions
appear to have an asphalt roof.

Interior

As with the exterior, the interior finishes and arrangement of spaces have changed to meet the needs of
each new generation of user. While the lower three floors have experienced the most alteration, there
are still identifiable aspects of the original plan, circulation and finishes. Further, the YMCA building
has been, and remains, in continuous use as a YMCA since its construction in 1924. Over this period
of over 90 years of continuous recreational use, the organization has continued to evolve and adapt to
meet the changing recreational needs of the community. To remain relevant against its competition,
such as commercial gyms and suburban pools, the YMCA has had to adapt its facilities, enlarge its
amenities and modernize its functions. For example, to compete with the proliferation of suburban
swimming pools, the YMCA constructed a modern addition and large modern pool and locker room
facilities. Other interior reconfigurations were necessary to accommodate the changing functions of
the organization. The YMCA’s ability to continuously offer modern recreational amenities is what has
contributed to its long-term viability as an urban community recreational center, and most changes
were made during the building’s period of significance.

The 1924 Building

The basement level of the original YMCA building consisted of a large cafeteria, bowling alley,
natatorium, billiard room, kitchen, mechanical rooms, and locker rooms. The first floor included a
lobby, men’s social rooms, boys’ social rooms, offices, a gymnasium, and an auxiliary gymnasium.
The second floor had a large banquet hall, a balcony overlooking the gymnasium, a foyer, and an
expanse of dormitory rooms along the north section of the L-shaped plan. The third floor had handball
courts at the southwest corner of the building and the first complete level of the upper L-shaped plan
containing dormitories, stairwells, and toilets. The fourth and fifth floors are nearly identical and
consist of more dormitory space along the L-shaped plan of the original building. The sixth floor, or
attic, is under the exposed wood structure of the pitched gabled roof of the L-shaped plan and
originally consisted of storage and a rifle range.
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The 1968 Addition

In 1968, a large addition was added to the rear of the building. It was here that the YMCA added a
large swimming pool, kitchens, storage, and a beginner’s pool (since altered). The first floor of the
addition contains locker rooms and the upper portion of the double-height pool room. The second
floor has handball courts and an additional gymnasium. There is no fourth floor included in the
additions.

The 1979 Addition

In 1979, the roof space of the 1968 addition was enclosed with this second, and last, addition. The
space was converted to expand the handball courts, while the remainder of the space is simply the
upper portions of the added gymnasium.

The interior retains the basic form of its layout and retains its primary and secondary circulation spaces
including original finishes. In some areas hardwood floors remain visible, where elsewhere they have
been covered with contemporary floor finishes. The lobby retains some original varnished wood
wainscoting, and beyond the lobby, original office rooms (since converted to new use) still feature
their original fireplaces and mantles. Above suspended tile ceilings, original plaster ceilings and wall
trim is extant. Stairways retain their original stained wood, ornamental balustrade and tile steps.
Secondary lobbies retain ornamental plaster walls, glazed tile ornamentation around the doors,
varnished wood paneled doors with arched tops and wide framed openings. Secondary stairways retain
their original cast iron balustrades and steps. The upper floors which contain the residential quarters
have high integrity. These spaces have not been significantly altered and retain their circulation
pattern including their double-loaded corridor plan, and the rooms are intact.

As the YMCA became more inclusive women were welcomed and services geared toward young
children began to appear. Because of this the basement sitting rooms, bowling alley and billiards
rooms were repurposed. The depression and war years introduced more office space and larger
kitchens so that the YMCA could offer social services to those in need in the community. By the
1950s and 1960s, the administration of the YMCA had increased and more office space was needed.
This was accompanied by a growing focus on physical activity and recreation. This increased demand
for recreational activities led to the physical growth of the YMCA with the 1968 and 1979 additions
bringing a larger indoor swimming pool, gyms, handball courts, locker rooms, and improved facilities.
Subsequent changes have also been geared toward the expansion of social services, such as day care,
athletics, and physical fitness. The dormitories, which were utilized into the late 1980s, retain their
historic integrity as these spaces were simply closed off when they ceased being used.

The original cafeteria and kitchen spaces in the eastern end of the basement are currently used as day
care facilities and maintain their original wood floors and painted brick walls. The nearby open
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stairwell off of the original billiards room has its original stained woodwork and ceramic tile treads.
The central billiards room and locker rooms in the center of the basement have been remodeled a
number of times and feature contemporary finishes throughout. The first natatorium space along the
western side of the original building has been significantly decreased in scale and reconfigured.
Remnants of old tile, cement, and markings of the pool can still be seen through the boiler room. The
workshop and boiler room maintain some integrity as utilitarian spaces though the mechanical
equipment has all been replaced in stages. The original bowling alley at the north side of the basement
is no longer used for purpose, but the 1920s polished floor is still visible. On the first floor the two
large social rooms along the east and north sides of the original building have been divided into
smaller exercise rooms, lobbies, and office space. Some of the original finishes remain at the eastern
entrance to the building, but are absent elsewhere. The central portion, originally divided into small
rooms and office space still serves a similar function but has been significantly altered with walls
moved and all of the finishes replaced since the 1920s. The form of the main gymnasium along the
western side of the building and the smaller auxiliary gymnasium remains the same with the original
room volumes and floor height intact along with the balcony/track in the larger gymnasium, but similar
to elsewhere the finishes are more contemporary.

The second floor banquet hall and foyer no longer exists and has been replaced with a doubled-loaded
corridor of office space; however, the original stairwells continue largely unchanged from the
basement level to the second floor. The northern portion of the L-shaped plan of the upper floors of
the Green Bay YMCA is a double-loaded corridor of rooms. There rooms and the associated with
hallways and toilets have undergone some updates and changes, though many of these alterations date
to the period of significance. The third, fourth, and fifth floors are essential