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The site is in an area of numerous prehistoric remains near the 
settlement of Keams Canyon* The slab on which the inscription was 
carved measures about 16 feet long, 46 inches high, and 36-24 inches 
wi4e. The inscription covers an area about 11 feet by 2 feet.

The rock has suffered a good deal of vandalism. Other initials have 
been carved on the rock, and it has been defaced with spray paint* 
The original lettering is almost illegible. A tribal Youth 
Work Group erected a^shelter over the site, which protects it 
somewhat from the weather. The text of the inscription is:

1st Regt. N. M. Vols.
Co. K. 13th August 13, 1863

Inf. Col. C. Carson, Comm.

The shelter is a sheet metal roof supported by steel pipes set in 
concrete. A rock and concrete wall helps to minimize erosion.

In the summer of 1976, the Hopi tribe sponsored a Boy Scout project to 
clean the rock by rubbing the paint with sandstone. This method appears 
to be working well, , "

Captain Everett described Keams as "a beautiful Canon from fifty to 200 
yards in width and miles in length, abounding in cool springs and green 
grass . . . . "
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Inscription Rock in Reams Canyon is <x tangible reminder of 
the 1863-1864 campaign against tha Navajo which transformed these wide- 
ranging raiders into Reservation Indians.

«•

When the Civil War began, most of the military in Arizona were recalled 
and the posts destroyed and abandoned. This move was misconstrued by 
the hostile Indian tribes as an admission of defeat and it was two 
decades before all of £he Apache were convinced of the inevitability of 
Anglo control of the territory. The Navajo, on the other hand, were 
reduced to submission within three years and the major factor in that 
reversal was the Navajo campaign of Colonel Christopher (Kit) Carson.

The military returned in force to Arizona in the spring of 1862 when 
General James H. Carleton arrived with the California Volunteers. 
Carleton was not able to solve the Apache problem but he did put an end 
to the Navajo raids and their disruption of communication and transpor 
tation lines. To accomplish this, he directed Colonel Kit Carson and the 
First New Mexico Volunteers to conduct a scorched earth campaign in the 
heart of the Navajo territory, which comprised most of northeastern 
Arizona. This is said to be the first use of this tactic against 
Southwestern Indians. In addition to the military maneuvers, there were 
bounties offered to other Indians for the capture of Navajc horses.

In July 1863, Carson established a supply base at Fort Defiance and on 
the 4th of August he started a sweep of the Navajo country, returning to 
Fort Defiance on the 31st of the same month. Inscription Rock is a mem 
orial to that campaign. The command moved steadily through the Navajo 
territory, burning fields and capturing livestock. Soon Navajo were sur 
rendering in small groups and being sent to Bosque Redondo.

On the 12th of August, part of the command moved into Ktt&as Canyon, 
near the Hopi villages, for water and forage. The animals were much in 
need of rest and good food. According to Captain Everett, it was the 

"'first good pleasant camp since we left Defiance." The troops found plenty 
of water and excellent forage as well as a corn and melon patch. Judging
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from the number of trails, the location was much used by the Navajo. 
They named it Volunteer Canyon in honor of themselves.

The men spent the 13th of August resting in camp where they were joined 
in the morning by the rest of the command under Colonel Carson. It was 
a peaceful scene. Everett reported: "Animals sent to the hills to 
graze. Soldiers washing clothing. Officers eating, sleeping, reading 
and gambling, and so the day passed." Everett was so impressed with 
the quantities of wild roses that he selected some sprigs to send home.

Lieutenant Charles H. Fitch employed his time in creating the inscription 
on the rock. "Ages hence," observed Everett, "This may cause...much 
curiosity among antiquarians...."

A number of Hopi came into camp to trade, but no Navajo were seen. In 
spite of the tranquility of the setting, the men did not forget reality. 
The guards were doubled and trebled during the night. The first night 
passed peacefully and another day of rest followed but at 1:00 in the 
morning of the 15th, a body of Navajo attempted to stampede the herd. 
They got one mule for their trouble and at 6:00 the troops broke camp 
and continued their sweep of the territory. By the 31st of August they 
were back in camp at Fort Defiance.

The command of 333 men and 16 officers had covered 490 miles in 27 days. 
The net results were:

1. one soldier killed (Major Joseph Cummings) who foolishly exposed 
himself to a Navajo marksman.

2. one soldier wounded
3. very few Navajo captured
4. some prisoners taken
5. some horses taken
6. several fields of corn and wheat destroyed

In January 1864, a winter campaign broke the remaining Navajo resistance 
and incidentally proved that Canyon de Chelly was not impregnable. The 
summer and winter campaigns together starved the Navajo into submission 
and led to their removal to Bosque Redondo where they remained for four 
years. When that location and program proved unsuitable, the Navajo were 
returned to their former territory (gradually) but their raiding activi 
ties had been effectively curtailed.
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Inscription Rock remained with its cryptic message and Captain Everett's 
prediction proved correct. Many were puzzled by the words and some fane 
iful tales were told to explain their origin.

In August of 1958 a tribal Youth Work Group constructed a shelter to 
protect the rock from the elements. In later years, spray paint graf- 
itti marred the inscription but in the summer of 1976, Boy Scouts and 
others conducted a clean-up which has improved the site noticeably.

Inscription Rock stands as a monument to a sad and significant chapter 
in Arizona history.
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