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1. Name 

I For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

historic Westminster V i l l age and Academy H i l l 

and/or common Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t (preferred) 

2. Location 
Bacon, Street, Adams Street'^ aiwf' Main, StreetT V ''YJ -^IK  
r.ademy Hill f^^>p^-/T.pnTTiin.qtp.r S^txag^-^, Plpasanl- 9,rxiAAt=r^^°^ Street & number ApaHpmy for publication 

city, town Westminster N/A. vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 

_2L both 
Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 

N/A in process 
being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
worl< in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

^ yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
X government 

industrial 
military 

museum 
X park 
X private residence 
y religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Multiple; see attached l i s t 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Northern Worcester County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 84 Elm Street 

city, town Fitchburg stateMassachusetts 01420 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the His to r i c  

title Assets of the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 
1979 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7 « D e s c r i p t i o n Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t , Westminster, 
wass. 

Condition Check one Check one 
^. excellent deteriorated ^ unaltered ^ original site 

good ruins X altered X moved date See t e x t 
_ fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t c o n s i s t s of two sections: 
the o r i g i n a l town center, and the present downtown. The d i s t r i c t encompasses 
about ninety-two acres and i s near l y i n the geographical center of town. 
Seventy-two b u i l d i n g s i n c o r p o r a t i n g f i v e i n t r u s i o n s are included. 

THe e a r l i e r area. Academy H i l l (once c a l l e d Parson's H i l l and Meetinghouse 
H i l l ) , was the l o c a t i o n of o r i g i n a l settlement: the s i t e of the F i r s t and 
Second Meetinghouses, homes of the f i r s t and second m i n i s t e r s , and the 
f i r s t school house, a l l now gone. I t remains one of the most scenic 
areas of Westminster. The o r i g i n a l Town Common, bounded by Academy, 
Dawley and Foster S t r e e t s , i s surrounded by large and impressive homes 
b u i l t f o r some of the town's most a f f l u e n t c i t i z e n s : the t h i r d m i n i s t e r , 
an e a r l y lawyer, surveyor, c h a i r manufacturer and a merchant. 

Westminster V i l l a g e represents a pe r i o d of expanding p r o s p e r i t y i n the j ] 
f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth century. The Greek Revival s t y l e pre­
dominates, although a few e a r l i e r and l a t e r V i c t o r i a n and Revival 
s t r u c t u r e s are also represented. Some b u i l d i n g s combine d e t a i l s of more 
than one s t y l e . Focused on Main S t r e e t , the center v i l l a g e includes 
c i v i c (Old F i r e S t a t i o n , Town H a l l ) , commercial (Brick S t o r e ) , and 
r e l i g i o u s p r o p e r t i e s ( B a p t i s t , U n i t a r i a n and Methodist Churches), as 
w e l l as r e s i d e n t i a l areas t h a t extend t o Bacon, Pleasant and Adams St r e e t s . . 
Unlike Westminster's e a r l y homesteads b u i l t on s i x t y - a c r e t r a c t s , t h i s 
s e c t i o n developed w i t h the s u b d i v i s i o n of the o r i g i n a l p r o p r i e t o r s ' l o t s . 
These houses, most w i t h attached sheds and small barns i n t a c t , are 
s i t u a t e d close t o the s t r e e t on small, even miniscule l o t s . Constructed 
i n prosperous times, most were b u i l t f o r an i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l y using the 
best m a t e r i a l s a v a i l a b l e by s k i l l e d l o c a l carpenter b u i l d e r s . Property 
o f t e n remained i n the same f a m i l y f o r generations; as a r e s u l t , most have 
been well-maintained and r a r e l y a l t e r e d . Most are one-and-one-half and 
two-and-one-half s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g s and are painted w h i t e , presenting 
a remarkable c o n s i s t e n t v i s t a of a small, r u r a l town center. 

Among the o l d e s t and l a r g e s t residences i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Georgian 
c e n t r a l chimney house a t 3 Leominster S t r e e t (Map #14: Photo #9). I t 
was restored i n the 1950's by p r e s e r v a t i o n a r c h i t e c t James B r i t t e n , 
who dated i t ca. 1762. Formerly, l a r g e upper and lower barns were located 
behind the house t o house horses, wagons, s l e i g h s and other equipment 
necessary t o the cracker bakery which began operations i n the b u i l d i n g . 
The side e l l once f r o n t e d w i t h the facade. The ornate double-leafed 
e n t r y and d e n t i l e d window heads are not o r i g i n a l and may have been added 
during r e s t o r a t i o n of the symmetrical, five-bay facade. 

(Continued) 
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Three outstanding houses on the H i l l are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the r e d e r a l 
p e r i o d . T-i.e Cyrus Mann house, 6 Dawley S t r e e t (4.3) was b u i l t i n 1815 
t o replace tne o r i g i n a l parsonage and may incorporate a p o r t i o n of t h a t 
s t r u c t u r e . The two and one h a l f s t o r y home di s p l a y s the t y p i c a l hip 
roof and f i n e l y a r t i c u l a t e d Federal d e t a i l s i n the f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s 
t h a t frame the f a n - l i t doorway. A Federal I-house was b u i l t ca. 1820 

f o r Deacon Robert Peckham'at 12 Academy Str e e t (10.6). The symmetrical, 
f i v e bay facade i s dominated by a doorway composed of attenuated, carved 
p i l a s t e r s supporting a pronounced e n t a b l a t u r e . The Squire Dustin House, 
1809 (7.5), 2 2 Academy S t r e e t , i s one of the few b r i c k b u i l d i n g s i n the 
d i s t r i c t . A l a t e r owner removed a d i s t i n c t i v e , o r i g i n a l roof balustrade 
and other Federal t r i m . As a r e s u l t , the over-scaled p r o p o r t i o n s of the 
Palladian windovj and the multi-paned s i d e l i g h t s give the home an 
appearance suggestive of neo-Palladian, English county seats. 

Other somewhat formal Federal designs also e x i s t i n the homes at 6 Leominster 
S t r e e t , 1818 (16,9) and 134 Main S t r e e t , 1823 (70|4). The l a t t e r was JDUilt 
by Joseph Whit^ney, a leading c a r p e n t e r - b u i l d e r , f o r himself. The bay 
window i s not o r i g i n a l , but the Federal doorway includes a u e l i c a t e , e l l i ­
p t i c a l f a n l i g h t and the suggestion of a l a l l a d i a n d e t a i l i n the semi­
c i r c u l a r louvred f a n l i g h t above the c e n t r a l window. The impressive 
home at 19 Acaaemy H i l l ( 8 : 6 ) ' i s a t r a d i t i o n a l Federal period house updated 
w i t h a f i n e l y executed Greek Revival doorway having f l u t e d molding, 
multi-paned s i d e l i g h t s and transom, and pedimented gables. 

Westminster's l o c a t i o n on w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n routes allowed 
the e a r l y i n t r o d u c t i o n of the Greek Revival s t y l e , which was u n i v e r s a l l y 
adopted f o r commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s as w e l l as r e s i d e n t i a l 
s t r u c t u r e s . As a r e s u l t , the s t y l e predominates i n Vvestminster V i l l a g e . 
The indigenous wood c r a f t i n g i n d u s t r y produced s k i l l e d carpenter b u i l d e r s 
who enriched t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a v a r i e t y of decorative m o t i f s . 

The two andl half story temple-fronted home at 123 Main Street (64:25) was 
b u i l t ca. 1820 by Joseph Whitman and expanded i n personal r i v a l r y f o r 
r e s i d e n t i a l p r e s t i g e w i t h h i s former p a r t n e r , Phineas Reed, who l i v e d 
across the s t r e e t . The two s t o r y Jreek Doric p i l l a r s , p a r l o r windows, 
and uniquely d e t a i l e d door surounded w i t h s t y l i z e d c u l i p f l o r a l p a t t e r n 
are demonstrative of t h a t competition. The Reed House, even l a r g e r a t 
three and one h a l f s t o r i e s , became the Westminster Tavern. I t was moved 
t o make room f o r the Forbush L i b r a r y , but burned i n 194 8. 

With the moving from the North Common t o 12 7 Main S t r e e t i n 18 33, of cne 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church (66:26), one of the e a r l i e s t Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e s 
i n Westminster, and the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the o r i g i n a l F i r s t Congregational 
Church i n 1837, Bacon and Pleasant Streets developed as a r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhood f o r craftsmen. Many of these modest Greek Revival 
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s t r u c t u r e s were b u i l t by l o c a l c a r p e n t e r - b u i l d e r s : Luke Minot (23), 
Joseph i4inot (28:10), J. Nelson Minot (34 and 35:12), and Joseph Whitney 
(27, 30, 31 and 39). This indigenous t a l e n t , supported by prosperous 
c l i e n t e l e , enriched t y p i c a l s i d e h a l l , vernacular houses (28:10; 29, 30 
31, 34, 37, 38, 39j46) as w e l l as the broad-gable, one room deep, c e n t r a l 
e n t r y housetype, which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of northern Worcester County 
(2.1; 27, 29, 35, 36, 49,' 55 and 68), V7ith a v a r i e t y of d e t a i l i n g s . 

By the end of the decade, the Greek Revival Town H a l l (32.11) was constructed 
i n the v i l l a g e t o replace the second meetinghouse s t i l l on Academy H i l l . 
O r i g i n a l l y a one and one-half s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a c o v e - c e i l i n g h a l l on 
the upper l e v e l , the town house was r a i s e d one s t o r y w i t h the a d d i t i o n 
of the b r i c k f i r s t l e v e l i s 1855. The three-bay d i s p l a y s a d i s t i n c t 
pediment, small entrance p o r t i c o and corner p i l a s t e r s . Windows and doors 
are t r e a t e d w i t h f l u t e d t r i m and corner blocks. 

A number of re s i d e n t s i n the v i l l a g e were connected w i t h the Cracker Bakery 
(15:8). B u i l t i n 1845, i t represents the f u n c t i o n a l design, spare of 
ornamentation, which i s t y p i c a l of u t i l i t a r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

The Brick Store (63:24), b u i l t i n 1829, has been a l t e r e d many times, 
ihe basic Greek Revival c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h gable pediment remains, but 
w a l l openings on the f i r s t l e v e l and window sash have been removed. 

The same i s t r u e of the Central Engine House (67.26), o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t 
ca. 1840 as a f a c t o r y " to' make boots and shoes; i t \fas donatea to cue 
town before 1855 by f i v e c i t i z e n s f o r conversion t o a i:ire s t a t i o n , a 
purpose i t served f o r more than a century. I n 1919, the s t r u c t u r e 
Mas moved three f e e t east and lowered four f e e t from the l e v e l of the 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church t o allow the engines easier access. 

Only a few b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t post-aate the Greek Pvevival period. 
The F i r s t B a p t i s t CHurch (59:24) was b u i l t i n 1863 w i t h Greek Revival 
d e t a i l s i n the corner p i l a s t e r s , pedimented gable f l u t e d door, and v/indow 
t r i m w i t h corner blocks. An I t a l i a n a t e tower and s p i r e w i t h b e l l and clock 
were added i n 1372. Greely Auditorium i n the rear was added i n 1958. 
A s i m i l a r mixture of s t y l e s appears i n the c r u c i f o r m F i r s t B a p t i s t 
Parsonage (60:22). B u i l t before 1855, i t was a l t e r e d before being w i l l e d 
t o the Society i n 1918. Today, the Greek Revival boxed cornice and 
r e t u r n also boasts large I t a l i a n a t e brackets t h a t are repeated beneath 
the eaves of the end w a l l porches. Window openings on the facade are 
topped w i t h bracketed consoles. 

In 1870, a h y b r i d wueen Anne/Stick S t y l e (57:20) residence was b u i l t at 
12 Main S t r e e t . Enclosed porches hide the i r r e g u l a r , complex massing. 
The high, complex r o o f l i n e includes gables and dormers w i t h p r o j e c t i n g 
eaves supported by la r g e brackets and decorated w i t h verge boards, f i c i a l s 
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and s t i c k work. 

The t u r n of the century i s marked by the c o n s t r u c t i o n of tv/o important 
r e v i v a l s t r u c t u r e s . The Forbush L i b r a r y , 1901 (62:23) was designed by 
Frost, Briggs and Chamberlain combining Flemish and Reconaissance Revival 
s t y l e s . The one-and-one-half s t o r y , yellow b r i c k s t r u c t u r e has a three-
bay facade w i t h c e n t r a l e n t r y framed by engaged Tuscan columns supporting 
an e n t a b l a t u r e . The r o o f l i n e i s defined w i t h a d e n t i l a t e d cornice sur­
mounted i n the center by a FLemish dormer w i t h an oval window. Brick 
v/ork i s patterned a t the corner t o simulate quoins. 

The C o l o n i a l Revival Upton School (11:7), Academy S t r e e t , was b u i l t i n 1912. 
The hip roofed b r i c k b u i l d i n g contains f e n e s t r a t i o n and a 2^ s t o r y p r o j e c t i n g 
center p a v i l l i o n w i t h wooden p i l a s t e r s supporting an ent a b l a t u r e and pediment. 
Brick work i s patterned t o resemble quoins. 

I n t r u s i o n s are unobtrusive t o the D i s t r i c t . They c o n s i s t of two o r i g i n a l 
s t r u c t u r e s w i t h i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y a p p l i e d commercial a d d i t i o n s , an a l t e r e d 
residence, a gas s t a t i o n , and a s i n g l e s t o r y o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . 



8. Signifficance Westminster Vil lage-Academy H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_X_ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 

- 5 ^ 1 9 0 0 -

Westminster, 

Mass. 
Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 

archeology-prehistoric community planning 
^ archeology-historic 

agriculture 
X architecture 

_X_art 
commerce 
communications 

_X_ 
X 

conservation 
economics 

. education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

X politics/government 

landscape architecture—^ religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 

. military X social/ 
music humanitarian 

. philosophy theater 
X transportation 

other (specify) 

Speci f ic da tes 1 7 3 4 , e t a l . Bu i lder /Arch i tec t See t e x t 

Statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) 

Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s t o r i c Di 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g both the o r i g i n a l town center, 
Pleetinghouse H i l l ) , and the center v i l l a g e , 
and commercial development s t i m u l a t e d by the 
Massachusetts t u r n p i k e i n 1801. As a sma l l , 
i t s most i n t e n s i v e development i n the f i r s t 
Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s t o r i c Di 
remarkably c o n s i s t e n t streetscapes o f 72 h i s 
on the l o c a l l e v e l meets National Register c 
i n t e g r i t y o f design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship 

s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as 
Academy H i l l (also known as 

an e a r l y 19th century r e s i d e n t i a l 
opening of the f i f t h 
r u r a l community which saw 

h a l f of the 19th century, the 
s t r i c t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by 
t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s . The area 
r i t e r i a A, B, and C r e t a i n i n g 
and s e t t i n g . 

The Town o f Westminster was one of seven townships designated i n 1733 as 
pa r t of a land grant made i n 1728 by the General Court; t h i s grant f u l ­
f i l l e d a commitment made i n 16 85 t o veterans o f King P h i l i p ' s War of 
t h e i r s u r v i v o r s . However, settlement o f Westminster d i d not take place 
u n t i l 1737 and proceeded slowly despite the inducements o f $40 bounty 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a g r i s t m i l l ( 1 7 4 1 ) t o l u r e f a m i l i e s . Only a f t e r 
1750, when the L e g i s l a t u r e ordered meeting of p r o p r i e t o r s t o be held i n 
the township and decisions were rendered a l l o w i n g p u b l i c improvements 
( e s p e c i a l l y highways), were new resi d e n t s r e t a i n e d . Narragansett No. 2 
was incorporated as Westminster i n 1759. I n A p r i l 1770, the town was 
granted r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the L e g i s l a t u r e . 

O r i g i n a l settlement occurred i n the southeast s e c t i o n o f the township, 
c e n t e r i n g on the present Academy H i l l Common, where a marker (Map #6) 
locates the s i t e o f the o r i g i n a l meetinghouse, b u i l t i n 1739. A 
committee authorized to subdivide the township began to la y out the l o t s 
e a r l y i n 1734, w i t h s i x acres set out as a t r a i n i n g f i e l d and b u r i a l 
place, the f i r s t m i n i s t e r ' s l o t also bounded the Common. The Second 
M i n i s t e r was loc a t e d on the Common i n 1765, and Westminster's f i r s t 
schoolhouse was erected i n 1766 a t the northeast corner of Meetinghouse 
l o t . From the Common, a s t r e e t 4 rods wide (Main Street) was l a i d out 
f o r more than one mile i n a northwest southeast d i r e c t i o n . On each side 
of the s t r e e t were arranged l o t s 60 x 160 rods l a r g e ; the ends o f the 
f i r s t range bounded the s t r e e t . Soon a f t e r s ettlement, a way was 
opened(1733)from t h i s o r i g i n a l road southeast t o the Sunderland Road, 
which ran through the south o f Westminster between Lancaster and the 
Connecticut V a l l e y . 

A c l u s t e r of e x t a n t , e a r l y b u i l d i n g s around the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main, 
Leominster and Academy Streets represents t h i s e a r l y period o f s e t t l e ­
ment. The Jabez Bigelow House (72) incorporates a se c t i o n which dates 
from ca.l760 and i s associated w i t h m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y and p u b l i c s e r v i c e . 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Gardner 

UMT References 

92 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 , OOP 
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Eastern: The eastern property l ines of 6 Dawley Road (#4), 34 Academy Street (#5), 

•- • 2 Seaver Street (#26), 1 Pleasant Street (#28), and 9-19 Bacon Street (#35-40) 
(Continued) 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

N/A 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Wendy Front iero , Preservation Planner, w i t h the 

name/title Montachusett Regional Planning Commission 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date October 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state « < ^ ^ o c a l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
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State Historic Preservation Officer, 
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The f i r s t owner was a son of the only veteran o f King P h i l i p ' s War ever 
to reside i n Westminster. Jabez Bigelow himself served i n the French 
and In d i a n War and the American Revolution. Later he served the community 
as a Selectman and i n other l o c a l o f f i c e s , a t r a d i t i o n continued by h i s 
son and i n h e r i t o r Asa Bigelow, a c o l o n e l i n the Massachusetts M i l i t i a , 
member of the Board o f Selectmen, Assessor, and member of the School 
Committee. Jonas M i l l e r purchased the house i n l a t e r years. His son, 
J. Hervey M i l l e r , documented h i s C i v i l War experiences i n a memoir 
kept by hte H i s t o r i c a l Society and held l o c a l o f f i c e as Selectman and 
Assessor f o r many years. The i n t e r a c t i o n before the home was named 
M i l l e r ' s Square i n honor o f J. Hervey M i l l e r ' s grandson, W i l l i a m S. M i l l e r . 
Their now r e s t o r e d Georgian home (14) a t 3 Leominster S t r e e t was erected 
i n ca. 1762. 

Penniman Tavern (13) became a l o c a l landmark and gathering place from 
i t s opening by Joshua E v e r e t t i n 1777. E v e r e t t also ran the town's 
f i r s t tannery on the s i t e , an o p e r a t i o n t h a t was continued by successive 
owners f o r more than 100 years. Hessian s o l d i e r s and t h e i r servants 
captured a t Bennington were quartered here during the American Revolution. 
In the 20th century, t h i s property became the home of the Fenno f a m i l y , 
which had resided i n Westminster since the e a r l y 1800s. Frank W. Fenno, 
Sr. was an o f f i c e r o f Westminster National Bank, l a t e r known as the 
Gardner Trust Company. His son. Rear Admiral Frank W. Fenno, J r . , was 
honored f o r h i s service as a submarine commander i n World War I I . 

Properties i n the northwest end o f the d i s t r i c t are also r e f l e c t i v e of the 
nascent v i l l a g e . One o f the f i r s t homes on Main S t r e e t , 9 0 Main Street 
(50), was constructed ca. 1763 by Dr. Jeremiah E v e r e t t , Westminster's 
f i r s t p r a c t i c i n g p h y s i c i a n . His successor. Dr. Daniel B a r t l e t t , l i v e d 
here u n t i l 1780 when he b u i l t a new home next door (51), one of the 
e a r l i e s t Federal s t y l e homes i n town. Daniel B a r t l e t t advociated vac­
c i n a t i o n f o r smallpox 20 years before i t was accepted as a treatment i n 
town; he operated an e a r l y drug s t o r e on the premises and l a t e r the 
town's f i r s t post o f f i c e . 

Continuing focus on the Common dur i n g t h i s p e r i o d was demonstrated by much 
new c o n s t r u c t i o n . A store and tavern were operated by successive owners 
f o r many years, beginning i n 1739, at the homestead of S i l a s Beaman 
(S: Photo #4). Then located on the only main thoroughfare, i t i s 
assumed t o have been an e a r l y stagecoach stop. 

The opening ca.1800 of the f i f t h Massachusetts Turnpike, which was both 
d i r e c t and well-graded, represented a great improvement over previous 
communications between towns east and west. I t formed the p r i n c i p l e 
thoroughfare between G r e e n f i e l d , B r a t t l e b o r o , VT. and Albany, NY to the 
west and Boston to the east. At f i r s t i t ran over Academy H i l l , but 
was soon d i v e r t e d from Main S t r e e t to a route almost d i r e c t l y n o r t h . The 
completion o f t h i s t u r n p i k e elevated the importance of Westminster to a 
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center of t r a v e l and t r a d e . I t accelerated development of the c e n t r a l 
v i l l a g e i n p a r t i c u l a r , as businesses organized and r e l o c a t e d t o be i n 
the heart o f a c t i v i t y . Isaac Miles I n n , 1801 (15.8), was s i t u a t e d 
on the new t u r n p i k e and served as a h o t e l under successive owners u n t i l 
1827 . 

I n 1829, Westminster Academy(9) was founded by supporters of Syrus Mann, 
the f i r s t Congregational m i n i s t e r . B u i l t l a r g e l y w i t h the support o f 
h i s conaregation on the western slope o f the h i l l , Westminster Academy 
educated both male and female students from town and surrounding 
communities. The secondary school enjoyed i t s highest enrollment o f nearly 
200 between 1840 and 1850. With the establishment of p u b l i c , secondary 
schools i n neighboring towns, i t s p o p u l a r i t y waned, and the town purchased 
the property i n 1872 f o r use as a high school. I t was destroyed by f i r e 
i n 1888. 

Academy H i l l remained a choice l o c a t i o n f o r the residences o f prosperous 
i n d i v i d u a l s . Abraham Wood, teacher and land surveyor, may have 
incorporated a p o r t i o n o f the house of the second m i n i s t e r , Asaph Rice, 
i n t o the home he b u i l t ca.l829 (8.6). Wood o f t e n e n t e r t a i n e d p u p i l s 
from the nearby academy. Over the years, several prominent f a m i l i e s have 
chosen to reside i n t h i s house. A successful c h a i r dealer, Augustus 
Eager, constructed the home at 18 Dawley Road (2.1). 

The Squire Dustin House, 1810 (7.5) was b u i l t by Ethan Greenwood, teacher 
and lawyer, and has been successively owned by noted i n d i v i d u a l s . 
Alexander Dustin was a respected lawyer who held both l o c a l and s t a t e 
o f f i c e . Charles Hudson, Westminster's U n i v e r s a l i s t m i n i s t e r , occupied 
the home from 1824-1840. He was also a s o c i a l a c t i v i s t i n favor of 
popular education, the common school system and a b o l i t i o n ; a p o l i t i c i a n 
( s t a t e and n a t i o n a l o f f i c e ) ; and h i s t o r i a n who authored h i s t o r i e s of 
Westminster, Marlborough and Lexington. 

The Cyrus Mann House (4.3) was b u i l t by Westminster's t h i r d m i n i s t e r . 
I t became the Congregational Parsonage. Also a lawyer, author (A 
Treastise on Trigonometry, the Sabbath, The Evidence of C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
and H i s t o r y of the Temperance Reformation), s o c i a l a c t i v i s t (temperance, 
a n t i - s l a v e r y ) , and educator, Mann promoted the founding i n 1829 of the 
school from which the h i l l derives i t s name. 

The Deacon Robert Peckham House, ca. 1820 (10.6) was owned by an eminent 
c i t i z e n and a r t i s t . A c t i v e i n the Temperance and A b o l i t i o n i s t move­
ments. Deacon Peckham was e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t o f the North County A n t i -
Slavery Society f o r many years and c r e d i t e d w i t h p r o v i d i n g refuge to 
runaway slaves. He also gained renown as a p r i m i t i v e a r t i s t of 
p o r t r a i t s and landscape. Besides d i s p l a y a t the Forbush Memorial 
L i b r a r y , h i s work i s included i n the holdings o f F r u i t l a n d s Museum i n 
Harvard, MA, and of the M e t r o p o l i t a n Museum, New York C i t y . 
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Before 1800 , there were fewer than ten houses on Main S t r e e t . VJith increased 
commerce, however, the e a r l y 19th century witnessed the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
several s o p h i s t i c a t e d Federal homes connected w i t h l o c a l manufacturers and 
craftsmen, marking a concentration of i n t e r e s t s on Main S t r e e t . 

The Joseph Darby House, Ca. 1800 (56:19), was successively ovmed by three 
d i f f e r e n t blacksmiths who opened shops on the premises. The Joseph Minot 
House, pre-1820 (58:21) was constructed by one of several Minot b r o t h e r s , 
a f a m i l y o f c o n t r a c t o r - b u i l d e r s . Joseph l a t e r s u c c e s s f u l l y manufactured 
bass v i o l s i n a shop next door. 

Four f e d e r a l houses are connected w i t h c h a i r manufacturina, v/hich would 
become the major l o c a l i n d u s t r y . The Edgell House, ca. 1820 (52:17), v/as 
owned by two b r o t h e r s : W i l l i a m , a staae d r i v e r , tax c o l l e c t o r , shoemaker 
and insurance agent, and John, also a shoemaker and l a t e r a c h a i r manufac­
t u r e r before moving t o Gardner, where he continued to be a orosperous 
businessman. The Joseph Whitney House, 1823, (70:27) was b u i l t by a l o c a l 
carpenter, a l e a d i n g contactor i n Westminster and neiahborina tov/ns who 
b u i l t many homes (27, 31, 39, 43, and 64) and several meetinahouses i n the 
v i c i n i t y . A shop i n the rear was l a t e r used by Daniel C. Miles to 
manufacture reed c h a i r s . Luke Minot, another member of the f a m i l y of 
carpenters, b u i l t the Federal s t y l e house (24) on the eastern end of the 
v i l l a g e , the next owner of Which, Sylvester . M i l l e r , was a c h a i r manufacturer, 
dealer and teamster. 

The population of Westminster continued t c grow • "i-n the f i r s t h a l f of the 
19th century and reached an apex i n 1855. Small i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a a e s were 
est a b l i s h e d a t W a c h u s e t t v i l i e and South Westminster. At W a c h u s e t t v i l l e , two 
miles east of the center, paper m i l l s provided em.ployment. Small c h a i r 
f a c t o r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d at South VJestminster, one mile from the center 
a t the southwest corner of Meetinghouse Pond. 

The center v i l l a g e attracted the l a r g e s t concentration o f p o p u l a t i o n . A 
period o f expanding a f f l u e n c e i s represented i n the predominance of Greek 
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e introduced between 1820 and 1850. A number of thesp 
s t r u c t u r e s were erected by s k i l l e d l o c a l carpenter b u i l d e r s who 
introduced the s t y l e e a r l y and enhanced c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a v a r i e t y of 
d e t a i l . While c h a i r and cabinetmaking had become Westminster's p r i n c i o a ] 
i n d u s t r y , a num±)er of craftsmen moved to the center and set UP shop 
at or near t h e i r residences, Chairmaking (28:10; 60:22; 24; 43:14), cabinet-
makina (47), tanning (68), blacksmith (46, 49:16), shoemakina (67:26), 
bakina (15:8), and tinware (38 and 69) were e n t e r p r i s e s t h a t supported a 
growing number of center i n h a b i t a n t s . Bacon and Pleasant Streets developed 
as r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods f o r l o c a l craftsmen. Service i n t e r e s t s 
also located i n the v i l l a g e , some removed from. Academy H i l l . Merchants, 
deliverymen, d e n t i s t s and b u i l d e r s were a t t r a c t e d t o the focus of commercial 
and s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
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I n s t i t u t i o n s also s h i f t e d l o c a t i o n s t o attend the p u b l i c need. I n 1837, 
the F i r s t Congregational Society abandoned the second m.eetinghouse on the 
h i l l f o r a more modern church on Main S t r e e t . That b u i l d i n g , constructed 
to hold 500, was used f o r numerous c e l e b r a t i o n s and civi c : f u n c t i o n s u n t i l 
i t was destroyed by f i r e i n 1940. The c u r r e n t United Church o f C h r i s t (71) 
i s a smaller scale v e r s i o n of the church constructed the f o l l o w i n a 
year. The Universal R e s t o r a t i o n i s t s b u i l t ca.l820 one of the e a r l i e s t Greek 
Revival s t r u c t u r e s i n town. I t was o r i g i n a l l y located 1^ miles northwest 
o f the d i s t r i c t at the North Common. Ten years l a t e r , when i t was clear 
the center would remain the nucleus o f the community, the town agreed to 
move the U n i v e r s a l i s t Church (66:26) t o i t s present l o c a t i o n at 127 Main 
S t r e e t . I n 19 28, the church closed the b u i l d i n g , which has been u t i l i z e d 
by the American Legion since 1933. The B a p t i s t s f i r s t chose t o locate at 
the f o o t o f Meetinghouse Pond. By 186 3, however, they too rel o c a t e d i n a new 
b u i l d i n g on Main S t r e e t (59:24). Town H a l l (33), erected i n 1829, converged 
diverse i n t e r e s t s i n the town center. Besides town meetings, numerous 
events, - i n c l u d i n g entertainments, club meetings, and e x h i b i t s were held on 
the prer^ises . 

New Store were re q u i r e d t o meet the commercial needs of the growing center. 
Two dry goods merchants were i n ope r a t i o n before 1840. The Old Brick Store, 
1827 (73:28) remains a l o c a l landmark • Operated by Joseph Whitman, i t also 
became a center f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of straw b r a i d f o r the manufacture of 
bonnets, a s u b s t a n t i a l cottage i n d u s t r y durina the f i r s t h a l f o f the 19th 
century. 

About 1845, A l f r e d Wyman purchased the property at 3 Leomins 
the o r i g i n a l bakery was l o c a t e d , and b u i l t the f a m i l i a r "Wes 
f a c t o r y (15:14), equipped w i t h the most m.odern appliances fo 
Several changes i n ownership have succeeded the o r i g i n a l ope 
ev e n t u a l l y production concetnrated on crackers only. By 1 
had evolved i n t o one o f the country's l a r g e s t cracker f a c t o r 
markets, h o t e l s , and restaurants nationwide. Over the aener 
owners and workers have l i v e d i n the various houses of the d 
many t a l l chimneys i n the extensive rear e l l s have been remo 
property now houses only o f f i c e s . The bakery i s now located 
outside of the d i s t r i c t . 

t e r S t r e e t , where 
t m i s t e r Crackers" 
r baking bread, 
r a t o r s , and 
889, the p l a n t 
i e s , supplying 
a t i o n s , co-
i s t r i c t . The 
ved, as the 
i n a new o l a n t 

Successful b 
Whitman, own 
property ca. 
and p o l i t i c a 
and Senate. 
been i n busi 
competition 
across the s 
l a t e r moved 

usinessmen also chose t o reside i n the center v i l l a q e . Joseph 
er o f the Brick Store, b u i l t a home (64:27) adjacent to the 
1820. Not only a merchant, but also an i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n 
n, Whitman was e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the General Court 
J u s t i c e of the Peace, and appointed postmaster. Having 

ness w i t h Phineas Reed f o r a p e r i o d , he entered i n t o a 
of r e s i d e n t i a l grandeur w i t h h i s former n a r t n e r , who l i v e d 
t r e e t . The Reed home became the second Westminster Hotel; 
to make room, f o r the Forbush L i b r a r y , i t burned i n 194 8 . 
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One of the most impressive residences inthe center village (31) was also b u i l t ca. 1839 
at 11 Pleasant Street by Joseph Whitney, the leading carpenter builder. In 1856, the 
property was purchased by John Heywood, a local p o l i t i c i a n and father of William Sweetzer, 
author of the 1893 History of Westminster and a cousin to the Heywood Brothers who became 
the leading chair manufacturers i n Gardner. The next owner (1883-1915), Joseph Hager, 
donated Hager Park to the town to provide wood for the Town Hall furnaces (used u n t i l 
the 1940's); i t is now used as a public park. 

Greenleaf Lamb worked for blacksmith Thomas Gaunt in Main Street before building his own 
house and shop (46) , ca. 1840. The 1-acre hnpressive home represents the financial success 
a craftsman could achieve during this period of affluence. Lamb was a superior craftsman 
who manufactured e l l i p t i c carriage springs and agricultural forks. 

One of the most elaborate residences in the d i s t r i c t (60.24) was b u i l t before 1855 by 
Joseph M Whitney,son of the merchant who b u i l t the Brick Store, and partner with his 
brother in a chair factory at the Old Red M i l l on Bacon Street, just outside the d i s t r i c t . 
The property was sold to Daniel C. Miles, founder and f i r s t president of the Westminster 
National Bank and a businessman engaged locally i n lumbering and cliair manufacture as 
well as real estate speculation i n the Far West. In addition to holding town office, 
Miles was an active member of the Baptist Church, to which the house was donated for use 
as a parsonage in 1918. A manorial to Daniel C. Miles was placed before the Parsonage i n 
that same year. 

At mid-century, in recognition of the fact tliat the expanded town center required protection, 
five individuals purchased the building at 129 Main Street (67:28) fomerly used to 
manufacture footwear, for conversion to a f i r e station. 

An attempt to secure the main line of the Vemont and Massachusetts Railroad through the 
center village lost out to influences i n Gardner. The new road was located in the noi-th 
and east parts of town and did l i t t l e to advance the industrial interests of the community. 
Later attonpts to secure spur lines did not come to f r u i t i o n , contributing to the eclipse 
of Westminster as a commercial and industrial community. 

Without a railroad temiinal,industry began to move into nearby cit i e s Nichols and Stone, 
chair makers with a factory fomerly located just west of the historic d i s t r i c t moved to 
Gardner in 1893. Suffering diminished holding power, Westminster evolved into a 
residential canmunity. Townspeople sought employment in the rapidly industrializing nearby 
communities of Fitchburg and Gardner. 

The only architect-designed building (47:22) i n the town center is also the only genuine 
Victorian stmcture. The canbination Queen Anne/Stick Style hone was designed by Samuel 
J.F. Thayer of Boston i n 1870 for David W. H i l l , a businessman who sought to demonstrate 
his affluence to his fourth wife. I t was later owned by W.E. Putney, an insurance 
company, who altered 
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t he p r o p e r t y e x t e n s i v e l y and added f i n e l y l andscaped grounds where l awn 
p a r t i e s were h e l d . The houses was d i v i d e d i n t o a o a r t m e n t s a f t e r t h e 
Second W o r l d War. 

New r e s i d e n t i a l deve lopment o f t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y i n c l u d e d s e v e r a l 
f o r m e r w o r k e r s ' homes moved f r o m South W e s t m i n s t e r (12 and 25) and a crroup 
o f s i m p l e c o t t a g e s ( 1 9 , 2 0 , ' 2 1 and 22) b u i l t by A l b e r t Howard t o p r o v i d e i n -
town h o u s i n g f o r r e t i r e d f a r m e r s and o t h e r s who p r e f e r r e d t h e g r e a t e r 
conven ience o f t h e c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n . 

The newest b u i l d i n g s i n t h e d i s t r i c t a r e m u n i c i p a l p r o p e r t i e s execu t ed i n 
r e v i v a l s t y l e s . Fo rbush M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y (62 :25) was b u i l t i n 1901 w i t h 
a #10,000 beques t f r o m C h a r l e s F o r b u s h , m u n i c i p a l f u n d s , and p r i v a t e 
d o n a t i o n s . The Upton S c h o o l ( 1 1 . 8 ) was b u i l t i n 1912 i n t h e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 
s t y l e t o r e p l a c e a b u i l d i n g c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1855 and has s e r v e d as b o t h an 
e l e m e n t a r y and h i g h s c h o o l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h i n t h e D i s t r i c t a re m e m o r i a l s t o W e s t m i n s t e r ' s war dead o f 
t h e C i v i l War(71) v e t e r a n s o f t h e Span i sh Amer i can War (32) and v e t e r a n s o f 
VJorld War I (18) . 

The v i s u a l i m p a c t o f W e s t m i n s t e r V i l l a g e - A c a d e m y H i l l D i s t r i c t t e s t i f i e s t o 
t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s most p r o s p e r o u s y e a r s . The c o n t i n u e d p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
c a r e f u l main tenance o f these f i n e l y e x e c u t e d s t r u c t u r e s demons t ra t e s the 
t o w n s p e o p l e ' s p r i d e i n s u s t a i n i n g a p h y s i c a l s t a t e m e n t o f t h e i r h i s t o r y . 
N a t i o n a l R e a i s t e r l i s t i n g w i l l p r o v i d e b o t h r e c o g n i t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n o f 
t h e i r e f f o r t s . 

The Westminster Village-Academy H i l l H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t should be considered to contain 
undisturbed archaeological deposits associated w i t h i t s standing s tructure stock. As 
the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l tovvn center, located on a major thoroughfare, and which ex­
perienced i t s most intensive development i n the f i r s t ha l f of the 19th century, the 
d i s t r i c t possesses a s i g n i f i c a n t p o t e n t i a l to provide infonnat ion , through archaeological 
research, on the past i n t e r n a l conf igura t ion of the v i l l age as w e l l as on domestic and 
commercial a c t i v i t i e s v\rhich occurred there. A systematic tes t ing strategy, designed to 
locate and evaluate subsurface h i s t o r i c a l features and a r t i f a c t u a l deposits w i t h i n a 
research framework would contr ibute s i g n i f i c a n t l y to our knowledge of s t a t i c and dynamic 
conponents of early r u r a l caminunities. 
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Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n (Continued) 

Northern: The northern property lines of the houses on the north side of Academy 

Street, Leominster Street, Pleasant Street, northern property lines of 

19 and 18 Bacon S-treet (#40 and 41), 10 Adams Street (#48) and the house 

boundary lines on the north side of Main Street. 

Western: The western property lines of #1, 2, 58, 50, and 48. The western property 

lines of 6-18 Bacon Street (#41-47). 

Southern: The southern property lines of #1 and 3, the houses on south side of 

Academy, Leominster and Main Streets to #58, and #50-56 on Main Street. 
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Ksrch 11, 19 3 ^'-f 

Valerie Talmarc-
Executive Director j ' _7 "i '|C J3 
Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Coirmlsalon 

Dear Valerie Taimage MASS. HIST. COMM. 

Regarding The Westmlneter Village^ Academy H i l l proposed 

H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t and the p o s s i b i l i t y of being governed by an 

H i s t o r i c a l Comnilsslon; We at 17 Bacon Street, Westminster, Kass. 

Say HC. 

I n the f i r s t place you have not given enough Information as 

to what I t means to oe I n such a d i s t r i c t . What are the penalties 

and or the benefits? Please send us a l l available l i t e r a t u r e . 

Secondly there Is not encu-;h t l i r e between now and A p r i l 13 to 

absorb and decide what steps to take. Very few people I n t h i s 

area dare to go Into the Boston area unless absolutely necessary 

so our attendance w i l l oe n e g l i g i b l e at any meeting i n your area. 

F i n a l l y people hate to w r i t e l e t t e r s of t h i s sort, sobe sure 

fo r every l e t t e r you do get there are 200 you did not get. 

Awaiting Information froT you. 

Please also send Information to 
Westminster Planning Board 

A t t , Roland Rocheleau 
ÂB w e l l as myself 



M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
H I S T O R I C A L 

C O M M I S S I O N 

C O M M O N W E A L T H OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

March 23, 1983 

Fred W. Proctor 
]7 Bacon Street 
Westminster, Mass 01472 

Dear Mr. Pr o c t o r : 

Commission has received your l e t t e r 
the s t r u c t u r e located at 17 Bacon 

be l i s t e d on the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places as 
the proposed Westminster V i l l a g e , Academy H i l l H i s t o r i c 

The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
s t a t i n g t h a t you do not wish 
H i l l to 
par t of 
D i s t r i c t . Please be aware t h a t according to tl i e National Register 
r e g u l a t i o n s (;36CFR 60j a ma j o r i t > - of propert)' owners w i t h i n the 
d i s t r i c t must o b j e c t to prevent i t s l i s t i n g . Please also be 
advised t h a t according to the N a t i o n a l Register r e g u l a t i o n s 
(36CFR 30) o b j e c t i o n s must be n o t a r i z e d to be v a l i d . 1 r e f e r 
to page 2 of our o r i g i n a l n o t i f i c a t i o n l e t t e r (copy enclosed) 
f u r t h e r c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 

you 
for 

Please allow me to address some common concerns of property owners 
about the i m p l i c a t i o n s of N a t i o n a l Register l i s t i n g . F i r s t the 
National Register i s e s s e n t i a l l y a f e d e r a l planning t o o l , designed 
to help the government i d e n t i f y and p r o t e c t our h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s 
and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s from harm by f e d e r a l p r o j e c t s such as 
highway or sewer c o n s t r u c t i o n . A second primar>- aspect of the 
National Register i s to recognize and honor p r o p e r t i e s which 
r e f l e c t our past l i i s t o r y ; i t i s the na t i o n ' s o f f i c i a l l i s t of sucli 
p r o p e r t i e s . T h i r d , National Register l i s t i n g allows c e r t a i n tax 
in c e n t i v e s f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of commercial 
ducing p r o p e r t i e s (but not f o r p r i v a t e homes) 

and income pro-

These are the b e n e f i t s of being i n a Na t i o n a l Register d i s t r i c t ; 
there are no p e n a l t i e s . I cannot over-emphasize t h i s p o i n t . No 
r e s t r i c t i o n s are placed on the p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y o\sTier; you may 
do anything you l i k e to your house as long as no p u b l i c funds 
are i n v o l v e d . Furthermore, l i s t i n g does not mean t h a t the 
fede r a l government wants to acquire the p r o p e r t y or place re­
s t r i c t i v e covenants on the land. The m a j o r i t y of N a t i o n a l 
Register p r o p e r t y owners f i n d t h a t l i s t i n g does not d i r e c t l y 
a f f e c t tliem i n any wa)', but takes great p r i d e i n the r e c o g n i t i o n 
and p r e s e r v a t i o n associated w i t h being on the Na t i o n a l Register. 



I ho])c' t h i s discussion liar a n s u e i n l soi:.t o [ wui; uuc.-i iwn: . i 
liavf also included some broelnirc s wlncli in.'i\- lu ol i n t c i c : l T D 
you. 

I f you continue to ob j e c t to the l i s t i n g of your p r o p e r t y , you 
must submit a n o t a r i z e d statement before A p r i l 13, 1985. Jliis 
statement should include the address o f the property and a f f i r m 
t h a t you are the owner. We hope t h a t you w i l l consider w i t h ­
drawing your o b j e c t i o n , as we f e e l t h a t as p a r t of the proposed 
Westminster V i l l a g e , Academy H i l l D i s t r i c t , your p r o p e r t y i s a 
s i g n i f i c a n t asset t o the community. 

Sincerely, 

V i r g i n i a F i t c h 
Preservation Planner 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

VF/lk 
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F R O M T H E O F F I C E O F T H E 

PLANNING BOARD RECEIVED 
MAR 31 1983 

I^ASS. HIST. COMM. 
Valerie Talma-^e 
executive Director 
Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Dear Val e r i Taimage, 

At a re g u l a r l y scheduled meeting of tne iVestminster Planning 
Board on Inarch 21, 1983, we ware informea of a p o s s i b i l i t y of 
tnere being a h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t formed i n /Westminster, r.lass. 
The Planning Board woald l i k e to receive a cooy of the outline 
of the area, a copy of the nomination and the name of the 
person submitting the nomination. 

v/e recommend l o c a l information hearings and that cne subse:iuent 
vote be held i n //estminster, Ivlass. so tnat the e l d e r l y , the 
handicap.:-ed and the workers coald atten,. a.id make an i n t e l l i g e n t 
decision. 

Sincerely, 

Roland G. Roc.;eleau, Chairman 

lar:RGR 

CC: Fred and June Procter 



"^^l^^P^U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
llllfifil iT'^t Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

HISTORICAL 

A p r i l 5, 1983 

Mr. Roland G. Rocheleau, Chairman 
Westminster Planning Board 
Office of the Planning Board 
Westminster, MA 01473 

Dear Mr. Rocheleau: 

The Westminster Village H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t was nominated to the National 
Register of His t o r i c Places by the Westminster H i s t o r i c a l Commission, with 
the assistance of the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission. The project 
was i n i t i a t e d i n 1978, following a long-term e f f o r t by the local h i s t o r i c a l 
commission to record the town's h i s t o r i c resources. 

The National Register i s the nation's o f f i c i a l l i s t of important structures 
and areas which r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y and demonstrate some aspect of l o c a l , state 
or national h i s t o r y . L i s t i n g i n the National Register places no constraints 
on what owners may do with t h e i r property when using private funds; neither 
does i t set up a commission to regulate the d i s t r i c t . The main purpose of 
the National Register i s to recognize the value of h i s t o r i c properties and to 
protect l i s t i n g properties from Federal undertakings. I n Massachusetts, 
nominations to the National Register are usually made by local h i s t o r i c a l 
commissions which are town bodies charged w i t h h i s t o r i c preservation. 

In preparing t h i s nomination, we have followed our normal procedure of working 
with the loc a l h i s t o r i c a l commission. Our s t a f f reviewed the appropriateness 
of the area for National Register l i s t i n g , edited the nomination materials, then 
scheduled i t for consideration by the State Review Board. On February 28, 1983 
we sent formal n o t i f i c a t i o n l e t t e r s to the Board of Selectmen and to a l l 
property owners whose addresses were provided by the lo c a l h i s t o r i c a l commission. 
That l e t t e r explained the National Register and i n v i t e d responses; to date, 
both w r i t t e n and telephoned responses have been generally favorable. 

We f e e l that public p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the National Register process i s very 
important, and make every e f f o r t to meet the needs i d e n t i f i e d by the local 
h i s t o r i c a l commission. I n t h i s case, the l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l commission requested 
that we send ind i v i d u a l l e t t e r s to a l l property owners rather than n o t i f y i n g 
them by public notice, as i s allowed by Federal regulation. The l o c a l 
h i s t o r i c a l commission then planned to telephone owners to discuss the National 
Register personally. A meeting was not requested, although our s t a f f i s 
available for such events. 



A p r i l 5, ]9S3 
P.ii;c 2 

When the State Review Board considers t h i s nomination on A p r i l 13, 1983, 
they w i l l be informed of a l l responses. Unfortunately, they cannot meet 
i n Westminster, since they are considering nominations from a l l over the 
state. Nevertheless, I or my s t a f f w i l l be happy to meet with representatives 
of your board beforehand to discuss the process f u r t h e r . 

For your information, I have enclosed a copy of the National Register 
nomination form, a copy of the n o t i f i c a t i o n to the Board of Selectmen, a 
copy of our response to the Proctors' objection, and a copy of our brochure 
which explains the difference between National Register and local h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t s . 

Sincerely, 

V a l e r i e A. Taimage C j 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

cc : Thomas M a l l o y , Chairman 
Westminster H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

VAT:mmd 
Enclosures 


