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1. Name
historic Westminster Village and Academy Hill
andlor common Westminster Village-Academy Hill Historic District (preferred)
2. Location
Bacon, Strest, Adams Sreet'”r  aiwf Main, SreetT  V "YJ-NK o
Street & number  Apgfdayny Hill A pA-/T.pnTTiingtp.r S'txag™",  Plpasanl- o,niAat=rmen fOr publication
city, town  Westminster N/A. vicinity of
state M assachusetts code 025 county \Worcester code 027
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public N occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied X commercial X park
structure _ 2L both worl< in progress X educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment y religious
object N/A in process yes: restricted X government scientific
being considered A yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
nane Multiple, see attached Iist
street & number
city, town vicinity of state

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regisgtry of deeds, eic. Northern Worcester County Registry of Deeds
dregt & number 84 EIm Street
city, town Fitchburg stateM assachusetts 01420

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets of the Commonwesalth hes this property bean determined digible? yes no

date 1979 federal X state county local

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, toon ~ BOSton date Massachusetts



7« Description Westminster Village-Academy Hill Historic District, Westminster,

Wass.
Condition Check one Check one
A, excellent deteriorated ~ unaltered A original site
good ruins X altered X moved date See text
_ fair unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
Westm nster Village-Academy Hill Historic District consists of two sections:

the original town center, and t hepresent downtown. The district enconpasses
about ninety-two acres and i snearly i nthegeographical center of town.
Seventy-two buildingsincorporatingfive intrusions areincluded.

THe earlier area. Acadeny Hill (once called Parson's Hill and Meetinghouse
Hill), was thelocation of original settlement: thesite of theFirst and
Second Meetinghouses, hones of thefirst and second ministers, andthe
first school house, al | now gone. | tremains one of thenost scenic

areas of Westm nster. The original Town Common, bounded by Acadeny,

Dawl ey and Foster Streets, i ssurrounded by large and i mpressive hones
built for sone of thetown's nost affluent citizens: thethird minister,
an early lawyer, surveyor, chair manufacturer and a merchant.

Westm nster Village represents a period of expanding prosperity i nthe j]
first half of thenineteenth century. The Greek Revival style pre-

dom nates, although a fewearlier and later Victorian and Revival
structures arealso represented. Sone buildings conbine details of nore
than one style. Focused on Main Street, thecenter village includes

civic (Od Fire Station, Town Hall), commercial (Brick Store), and
religious properties (Baptist, Unitarianand Methodist Churches), as

well as residential areas that extend t o Bacon, Pleasant and Adans Streets.
Unlike Westm nster's early homesteads built on sixty-acre tracts, this

section developed with thesubdivisionof theoriginal proprietors' |ots.
These houses, most with attached sheds and small barns intact, are
situated close tothestreet on small, even miniscule |ots. Constructed

in prosperous times, nmost were built for an individual famly usingthe
best materials available by skilled local carpenter builders. Property
often remained i nthesanme famly for generations; as a result, nmost have
been wel|-maintained and rarely altered. Most are one-and-one-half and
two-and-one-half story frame buildings and are painted white, presenting
a remarkable consistent vista of a small, rural town center.

Anong t heoldest and |argest residences i nthedistrict i sthe Georgian
central chimey house at 3 Leom nster Street (Map #14: Photo #9). 1 t
was restored i nt he 1950's by preservation architect Janes Britten,

who dated i tca. 1762. Formerly, large upper and |lower barns were |ocated
behind t he house t o house horses, wagons, sleighs and other equi pment
necessary tothecracker bakery which began operations i nthe building.
The side el | once fronted with thefacade. The ornate double-leafed

entry and dentiled w ndow heads are not original and nay have been added
during restoration of thesymmetrical, five-bay facade.

(Continued)
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Three outstanding houses on thedHill arerepresentativeof the rederal

period. Ti.e Cyrus Mann house, 6 Dawliey Street (4.3) was built i n1815
to replace tneoriginal parsonage and nmay incorporate a portion of that
structure. The two and one half story hone displays thetypical hip
roof and finely articulated Federal details i nthefluted pilasters
that frame thefan-1it doorway. A Federal |I|-house was bhuilt ca. 1820
for Deacon Robert Peckham at 12 Acadeny Street (10.6). The symmetrical,
five bay facade i sdomnated by a doorway conposed of attenuated, carved
pilasters supporting a pronounced entablature. The Squire Dustin House,
1809 (7.5), 22 Acadeny Street, i sone of thefewbrick buildings i n the
district. A later owner renoved a distinctive, original roof balustrade
and other Federal trim As a result, theover-scaled proportions ofthe
Pal | adian windovj and t hemulti-paned sidelights give the home an
appearance suggestive of neo-Palladian, English county seats.

Ot her sonewhat formal Federal designs also exist i nthehomes at 6 Leom nster
Street, 1818 (16,9) and 134 Main Street, 1823 (70/4). The latter was JDUi It
by Joseph Whit”ney, a leading carpenter-builder, for himself. The bay

wi ndow i snot original, but t he Federal doorway includes a uelicate, elli-

ptical fanlight and t he suggestion of a lalladian detail i nthe sem-
circular louvred fanlight above thecentral wi ndow. The impressive
home at 19 Acaaeny Hill (8:6)'is a traditional Federal period house updated

with a finely executed Greek Revival doorway having fluted molding,
mul ti-paned sidelights and transom and pedi mented gables.

Westm nster's location on well established transportation routes allowed
the early introduction of the Greek Revival style, which was universally
adopted for commercial and institutional structures as well as residential
structures. As aresult, thestyle predomnates i nVvestmnster Village.
The indigenous wood crafting industry produced skilled carpenter builders
who enriched their constructionwith a variety of decorative motifs.

The two andl half storytemple-fronted home at 123 Main Street (64:25) was
built ca. 1820 by Joseph Whitman and expanded i npersonal rivalryfor
residential prestige with hi sformer partner, Phineas Reed, who |ived
across thestreet. The two story Jreek Doric pillars, parlor w ndows,
and uniquely detailed door surounded with stylized culip floral pattern
are demonstrative of that competition. The Reed House, even larger at
three and one half stories, becane theWstm nster Tavern. | t was noved
to make room for t he Forbush Library, but burned i n 194 8.

Wth themoving from theNorth GCommon t o 127 Main Street i n 1833, of cne
Universalist Church (66:26), one of theearliest Greek Revival structures
in Westmnster, and theconstructionof theoriginal First Congregational
Church i n 1837, Bacon and Pleasant Streets developed as a residential

nei ghborhood for craftsmen. Many of these nodest Greek Revival
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structures were built by local carpenter-builders: Luke M not (23),

Joseph i4inot (28:10), J. Nelson M not (34 and 35:12), and Joseph Whitney
(27, 30, 31 and 39). This indigenous talent, supported by prosperous
clientele, enriched typical sidehall, vernacular houses (28:10; 29, 30
31, 34, 37, 38, 39j46) as well as thebroad-gable, one room deep, central
entry housetype, which i scharacteristic of northern Worcester County
(2.1, 27, 29, 35, 36, 49,' 55 and 68), V7ith a variety of detailings.

By the end of the decade, t he Greek Revival Town Hall (32.11) was constructed
in thevillage toreplace the second meetinghouse still on Acadeny Hill.
Originally a one and one-half story building with a cove-ceiling hall on

the upper level, thetown house was raised one story with the addition

of thebrick first level i s 1855. The three-bay displays a distinct

pedi ment, small entrance portico and corner pilasters. Wndows and doors

are treated with fluted trimand corner blocks.

A nunber of residents i nthevillage were connected with the Cracker Bakery
(15:8). Built i n 1845, i t represents the functional design, spare of
ornamentation, which i stypical of utilitarian architecture.

The Brick Store (63:24), built i n 1829, has been altered many times,
ihe basic Greek Revival configuration with gable pedi ment remains, but
wal |l openings on thefirst level and wi ndow sash have been renoved.

The same i strue of the Central Engine House (67.26), originally built

ca. 1840 as a factory"to' mnake boots and shoes; it \fas donatea t o cue
town before 1855 by five citizens forconversion toa i:ire station, a
purpose i t served for nore than a century. I n 1919, the structure

Mas noved three feet east and |lowered four feet from thelevel of the
Universalist Church to allow the engines easier access.

Only a fewhbuildings i nthedistrict post-aate the Greek Pvevival period.
The First Baptist CHurch (59:24) was built i n 1863 with G eek Revival
details i nthecorner pilasters, pedimented gable fluted door, and v/indow
trimwith corner blocks. An Italianate tower and spire with bell and clock
were added i n 1372. GCreely Auditorium i ntherear was added i n1958.

A similar mxture of styles appears i nthecruciform First Baptist
Parsonage (60:22). Built before 1855, i t was altered before being willed
to the Society i n1918. Today, the Greek Revival boxed cornice and
return also boasts large Italianate brackets that are repeated beneath
the eaves of theend wall porches. Wndow openings on the facade are
topped with bracketed consoles.

In 1870, a hybrid wueen Anne/Stick Style (57:20) residence was built at
12 Main Street. Enclosed porches hide theirregular, conplex massing.
The high, conplex roofline includes gables and dormers with projecting
eaves supported by large brackets and decorated with verge boards, ficials
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and stick work.

The turn of thecentury i smarked by t heconstruction of tv/o i mportant
revival structures. TheForbush Library, 1901 (62:23) was designed by
Frost, Briggs andChanmberlain combining Flem sh andReconai ssance Revival
styles. Theone-and-one-half story, yellow brick structure hasa three-
bay facade with central entry framed by engaged Tuscan colums supporting
an entablature. Theroofline i sdefined with a dentilated cornice sur-
mounted i nthecenter by a FLem sh dormer with anoval w ndow. Brick
viork i spatterned atthecorner tosimulate quoins.

The Colonial Revival Upton School (11:7), Acadeny Street, wasbuilt i n 1912.
The hi proofed brick building contains fenestration anda 2™ story projecting
center pavillion with wooden pilasters supporting anentablature and pedi ment.
Brick work i spatterned t oresemble quoins.

Intrusions areunobtrusive totheDistrict. They consist of two original
structures with inappropriately applied commercial additions, an altered
residence, a gasstation, anda single story office building.



8. SlgnlfflcanceWestminster Village-Academy Hill Historic District, Westminster,

M ass.
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture—" religion
1400-1499 A archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture _X_economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture X education . military X social/
_X_1700-1799 _X_art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy theater
-5721900- communications X industry X politics/government X transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1734, et al. Builder/Architect See text
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
Westm nster Village-Academy Hill Historic District i ssignificant as
incorporating both theoriginal town center, Acadeny Hill (also known as

Pl eetinghouse Hill), andthecenter village, an early 19thcentury residential
and commercial development stimulated by t heopening of the fifth
Massachusetts turnpike i n1801. As a small, rural community which saw

its most intensive development i nthe first half of the 19thcentury, t he
Westm nster Village-Academy Hill Historic District i sdistinguished by

remar kably consistent streetscapesof 72 hi soric structures. The area

on thelocal level meets National Register criteria A B, andC retaining
integrity of design, materials, workmanship and setting.

The Town of Westm nster was one of seven townships designated i n 1733 as
part of a land grant nade i n1728by t he General Court; this grant ful-
filled a commtment made | n1685 t oveterans of King Philip's War of
their survivors. However, settlement of Westm nster di dnot take place
until 1737 and proceeded slowly despite theinducements of $40 bounty
and construction of a grist m |l (1741) tolure famlies. Only after
1750, when t helegislature ordered meeting of proprietors t obe heldi n
the township anddecisions were rendered allowing public inmprovements
(especially highways), were newresidents retained. Narragansett No. 2
was incorporated as Westm nster i n1759. | nApril 1770, t he town was
granted representation i nthe Legislature.

Original settlement occurredi nthesoutheast section of thetownship,
centering onthepresent Acadeny Hill Common, where a marker (Map #6)
locates thesite of theoriginal meetinghouse, built i n1739. A

comm ttee authorized t osubdividethetownship began t ol ayout the lots
early i n1734, with six acres set out as atraining field and burial
place, thefirst mnister's | otalso bounded the Common. The Second
Minister was |located on the GCommon i n 1765, andWestm nster's first
school house was erected i n 1766 at t henortheast corner of Meetinghouse
lot. From t he Coomon, a street 4 rods wide (Main Street) was laid out
for nore than onemle i na northwest southeast direction. Qn each side
of thestreet were arranged lots 60 x 160 rods |large; theends of the
first range bounded thestreet. Soon after settlement, a waywas
opened(1733)from this original road southeast t ot he Sunderland Road,
which ranthrough the south of Westm nster between Lancaster and t he
Connecticut Valley.

A cluster of extant, early buildings around theintersection of Min,
Leom nster and Acadeny Streets represents this early period of settle-
ment. The Jabez Bigel ow House (72) incorporates a section which dates
fromca.l 760 andi s associatedwith military history andpublic service.

(Conti nued)



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 92
Quadrangle name  Gardner Quadrangle scale 1:24, OOP
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Eastern: The eastern property lines of 6 Dawley Road (#4), 34 Academy Street (#5),
- . 2 Seaver Street (#26), 1 Pleasant Street (#28), and 9-19 Bacon Street (#35-40)
(Continued)

List allstates andcounties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state code county code

N/A
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Wexdy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with the
nameftite Montachusett Regional Planning Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 1982

greet & number 294 Washington Street tdephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state MBSsachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the state is:

national state «<™ocal

As thedesignated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer,

""® Massachusetts Historical Comn ssion date
For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe National Register
Entered in the date
Nati onal Begl ster
(eeper of the National Registi
date

Attest:
Chief of Registration
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The first owner was a son of the only veteran of King Philip's Wr ever

to reside i nWstmnster. Jabez Bigelow himself served i n the French

and Indian War and the American Revolution. Later he served the community
as a Selectman and i nother local offices, a tradition continued by his
son and inheritor Asa Bigelow, a colonel in the Massachusetts Militia,
menber of the Board of Selectmen, Assessor, and nenber of the Schoo

Comm ttee. Jonas Miller purchased the house in later years. His son,

J. Hervey Miller, documented his Civil War experiences ina menoir

kept by hte Historical Society and held local office as Selectman and
Assessor for many years. The interaction before the home was naned
Miller's Square i n honor of J. Hervey Miller's grandson, William S Miller.
Their now restored Georgian hone (14) at 3 Leomi nster Street was erected
in ca. 1762.

Penni man Tavern (13) became a local landmark and gathering place from

its opening by Joshua Everett in 1777. Everett also ran the town's

first tannery on the site, an operation that was continued by successive
owners for nore than 100 years. Hessian soldiers and their servants
captured at Bennington were quartered here during the American Revolution.
In the 20th century, this property becanme the hone of the Fenno family,
which had resided I nWstmnster since the early 1800s. Frank W Fenno,
Sr. was an officer of Westm nster National Bank, |ater known as the
Gardner Trust Conmpany. His son. Rear Admiral Frank W Fenno, Jr., was
honored for his service as a submarine conmander i n World Var | | .

Properties i nthe northwest end of the district are also reflective of the

nascent village. (e of the first homes on Main Street, 90 Main Street
(50), was constructed ca. 1763 by Dr. Jerem ah Everett, Westm nster's
first practicing physician. His successor. Dr. Daniel Bartlett, Ilived
here until 1780 when he built a new hone next door (51), one of the

earliest Federal style homes in town. Daniel Bartlett advociated vac-
cination for smallpox 20 years before it was accepted as a treatment in
town; he operated an early drug store on the premses and |ater the
town's first post office

Continuing focus on the Common during this period was demonstrated by nuch
new construction. A store and tavern were operated by successive owners
for many years, beginningin 1739, at the homestead of Silas Beaman

(S. Photo #4). Then located on the only main thoroughfare, i t is

assuned to have been an early stagecoach stop.

The opening ca.1800 of the fifth Massachusetts Turnpi ke, which was both
direct and well-graded, representeda great improvement over previous
communi cations between towns east and west. | t formed the principle
thoroughfare between Greenfield, Brattleboro, VI. and Albany, N to the
west and Boston to the east. At first i tran over Acadeny Hill, but

was soon diverted fromMain Street to a route almost directly north. The
completion of this turnpike elevated the importance of Westm nster to a
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center of travel and trade. | t accelerated development of the centra
village in particular, as businesses organized and relocatedto be in
the heart of activity. |saac Miles Inn, 1801 (15.8), was situated

on the new turnpike and served as a hotel under successive owners until
1827 .

In 1829, Westmi nster Academy(9) was founded by supporters of Syrus Mann,
the first Congregational minister. Built largely with the support of

his conaregation on the western slope of the hill, Westmnster Acadeny
educated both male and female students from town and surrounding
communities. The secondary school enjoyed it shighest enrollment of nearly
200 between 1840 and 1850. Wth the establishment of public, secondary
schools in neighboring towns, it spopularity waned, and the town purchased

the property in 1872 for use as a high school. | twas destroyed by fire
in 1888.
Acadeny Hill remained a choice location for the residences of prosperous

individuals. Abraham Wod, teacher and |and surveyor, my have
incorporated a portion of the house of the second minister, Asaph Rice,
into the hone he built ca.1829 (8.6). Wod often entertained pupils
from the nearby acadeny. Over the years, several promnent families have
chosen to reside inthis house. A successful chair dealer, Augustus
Eager, constructed the hone at 18 Dawi ey Road (2.1).

The Squire Dustin House, 1810 (7.5) was built by Ethan G eenwood, teacher
and |awyer, and has been successively owned by noted individuals.

Al exander Dustin was a respected |awyer who held both local and state
office. Charles Hudson, Westm nster's Universalist mnister, occupied
the hone from 1824-1840. H was also a social activist in favor of
popul ar education, the common school system and abolition; a politician
(state and national office); and historian who authored histories of
Westm nster, Marlborough and Lexington.

The Cyrus Mann House (4.3) was built by Westm nster's third minister.

It becanme the Congregational Parsonage. Also a l|lawyer, author (A
Treastise on Trigonometry, the Sabbath, The Evidence of Christianity,
and History of the Tenperance Reformation), social activist (temperance,
anti-slavery), and educator, Mann promoted the founding in 1829 of the
school from which the hill derives it s nane.

The Deacon Robert Peckham House, ca. 1820 (10.6) was owned by an em nent
citizen and artist. Active in the Tenperance and Abolitionist nove-
ments. Deacon Peckhamwas elected president of the North County Anti-
Slavery Society for many years and credited with providing refuge to
runaway slaves. H also gained renown as a primtive artist of
portraits and |andscape. Besi des display at the Forbush Memori al
Library, his work is included in the holdings of Fruitlands Miseumi n
Harvard, M\ and of the Metropolitan Miseum New York City.
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Before 1800 , there were fewer than ten houses on Main Street. VJith increased
commer ce, however, the early 19th century witnessed the construction of
several sophisticated Federal hones connected with local manufacturers and
craftsmen, marking a concentration of interests on Main Street.

The Joseph Darby House, Ca. 1800 (56:19), was successively ovmed by three
different blacksmths who opened shops on the prem ses. The Joseph M not
House, pre-1820 (58:21) was constructed by one of several Mnot brothers,
a famly of contractor-builders. Joseph later successfully manufactured
bass viols in a shop next door.

Four federal houses are connected with chair manufacturina, v/hich would
become the major local industry. The Edgell House, ca. 1820 (52:17), Vvlas
owned by two brothers: W lliam a staae driver, tax collector, shoemaker
and insurance agent, and John, also a shoemaker and |ater a chair manufac-
turer before moving to Gardner, where he continued to be a orosperous

busi nessman. The Joseph Whitney House, 1823, (70:27) was built by a local
carpenter, a leading contactor in Westm nster and neiahborina tov/ins who
built many homes (27, 31, 39, 43, and 64) and several meetinahouses in the
vicinity. A shop in the rear was |ater used by Daniel C Mles to
manufacture reed chairs. Luke M not, another mnenber of the family of
carpenters, built the Federal style house (24) on the eastern end of the
village, the next owner of Which, Sylvester .Mller, was a chair manufacturer,
dealer and teamster.

The population of Westm nster continued tc growe "i-nthe first half of the
19th century and reached an apex in 1855. Smal | industrial villaaes were
established at Wachusettvilie and South Westm nster. At Wachusettville, two
mles east of the center, paper mills provided employnent. Small chair
factories were established at South VJestmnster, one mile from the center

at the southwest corner of Meetinghouse Pond.

The center village attracted the largest concentration of population. A
period of expanding affluence is represented in the predom nance of G eek
Revival architectureintroduced between 1820 and 1850. A nunber of thesp
structures were erected by skilled local carpenter builders who

introduced the style early and enhanced constructionwith a variety of
detail. While chair and cabinetmaking had becone Westm nster's princioa]
industry, a nunt)er of craftsmen noved to the center and set UP shop

at or near their residences, Chairmaking (28:10; 60:22; 24, 43:14), cabinet-
makina (47), tanning (68), blacksmith (46, 49:16), shoemakina (67:26),
bakina (15:8), and tinware (38 and 69) were enterprises that supported a
growing nunber of center inhabitants. Bacon and Pleasant Streets devel oped
as residential neighborhoods for local craftsmen. Service interests

also located in the village, some renoved from Academny Hill. Mer chant s,
deliverymen, dentists and builders were attracted to the focus of commerci al
and social activities.
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Institutions also shifted locations toattend thepublic need. |1 n1837,

the First Congregational Society abandoned t he second meetinghouse onthe

hill for a nmore nodern church on Main Street. That building, constructed

to hold 500, was used for numerous celebrations and civic: functions until

It was destroyed by fire i n1940. The current United Church of Christ (71)
is a smaller scale version of thechurch constructed thefollowina

year. The Universal Restorationists built ca.l820 one of theearliest Geek
Revival structures i ntown. | twas originally located 17~ miles northwest

of thedistrict at theNorth Common. Ten years later, when i twas clear

the center would remain thenucleus of thecomunity, thetown agreedto
nove t he Universalist Church (66:26) toitspresent location at 127 Main
Street. 1n1928 +thechurch closed thebuilding, which has been utilized
by the American Legion since 1933. The Baptists first chose tolocate at
the foot of Meetinghouse Pond. By 186 3, however, they toorelocated i na new
building on Main Street (59:24). Town Hall (33), erected i n 1829, converged
diverse interestsi nthetown center. Besides town meetings, numerous
events, - including entertainments, club meetings, and exhibits were held on
the prer”ises.

New Store were required tomeet thecommercial needs of thegrowing center.
Two dry goods merchants were i noperation before 1840. The Ol d Brick Store,
1827 (73:28) remains a local landmark e+ Operated by Joseph Whitman, i t also
becanme a center for thedistribution of straw braid for the manufacture of

bonnets, a substantial cottage industry durina thefirst half of the 19th
century.

About 1845, Alfred Wnan purchased t heproperty at 3 Leomi nster Street, where
the original bakery was located, and built thefamiliar "Wstmister Crackers"
factory (15:14), equipped with the most modern appliances for baking bread,
Several changes i nownership have succeeded theoriginal operators, and
eventually production concetnrated on crackers only. By 1889, theplant
had evolved into one of thecountry's largest cracker factorles, supplying
mar kets, hotels, and restaurants nationwide. Over t he aenerations, co-
owners and workers have lived i nthevarious houses of thedistrict. The
many tall chimeys i ntheextensive rear ells have been renpved, asthe
property now houses only offices. The bakery i snow |located in a new ol ant
outside of the district.

Successful businessmen also chose toreside i nthecenter village. Joseph
Whi t man, owner of theBrick Store, built a honme (64:27) adjacent to the
property ca. 1820. Not only a merchant, but also an influential citizen
and politican, Whitman was elected representative tothe General Court

and Senate. Justice of the Peace, and appointed postmaster. Having

been i nbusiness with Phineas Reed for a period, he entered into a
competition of residential grandeur with hi sformer nartner, who |ived
across thestreet. The Reed hone became t he second Westm nster Hotel;

| ater noved to make room for theForbush Library, i t burned i n194 8.
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Qe of the nost inpressiveresidencesinthe center village (31) was also built ca. 1839
at 11 Pleasant Street by Joseph Wiitney, the |eading carpenter builder. 1n 1856, the
property was purchased by John Heywood, a local politician and father of WIliam Sweetzer,
author of the 1893 History of Westmnster and a cousinto the Heywood Brot herswho becane
the leading chair manufacturers i nGrdner. The next owner (1883-1915), Joseph Hager,
donated Hager Park to the town to provide wood f or the Town Hal |l furnaces (used until

the 1940's); it isnow used as a public park.

G eenl eaf Lantb worked for blacksmth Thomas Gaunt i nMain Street before building his own
house and shop (46) , ca. 1840. The 1-acre hnpressive hone represents the financial success
a craftsmancoul d achieve during this period of affluence. Lanibwas a superior craftsman
who manufactured elliptic carriage springs and agricultural forks.

(e of the nmost el aborate residencesinthedistrict (60.24) was built before 1855 hy
Joseph M Wi tney, son of the merchant who built the Brick Store, and partner with his
brother ina chair factory at the dd Red Mill on Bacon Street, just outside the district.
The property was sold to Daniel C Mles, founder and first president of the Wstmnster
National Bank and a businessman engaged |ocally i nlunberingand cliair manufacture as

wel | as real estate speculation i nthe Far Wst. Inaddition toholding tow office,
Mles was an active nenber of the Baptist Church, to which the house was donated for use
as a parsonage in1918. A manorial to Daniel C Mles was placed before the Parsonage i n
that sane year.

At md-century, inrecognition of the fact tliat the expanded town center required protection,
five individuals purchased the building at 129 Main Street (67:28) fomerly used to
manuf acture footwear, for conversiontoa fire station.

An attenpt to secure themin line of the Venont and Massachusetts Railroad throughthe
center village lost out toinfluences i nGrdner. The new road was |ocated i nthe noi-th
and east parts of town and didlittle to advance the industrial interests of the comunity.
Later attonpts to secure spur lines didnot cone tofruition, contributing to the eclipse
of Westmnster as a conmercial and industrial comunity.

Wthout a railroad teminal,industry began t o nove into nearby cities Nichols and Stone,
chair makers with a factory fomerly located just west of the historic district noved to
Gardner 1 n1893. Suffering dimnished holding power, Wstninster evolved into a
residential canmunity. Townspeopl e sought enploynent inthe rapidly industrializing nearby
communi ties of Fitchburg and Gardner.

The only architect-designed building (47:22) i nthe town center is also the only genuine
Victorian stmcture. The canbination Queen Anne/ Stick Style hone was designed by Sanuel
J.F. Thayer of Boston i n 1870 for David W Hill, a businessman who sought to demonstrate
his affluence tohisfourthwife. It was later owed by WE Putney, aninsurance
conpany, who altered
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the property extensively and added finely landscaped grounds where lawn
parties were held. The houses was divided into aoartments after the
Second World War.

New residential development of the turn of the century included several
former workers' homes moved from South Westminster (12 and 25) and a crroup
of simple cottages (19,20, '21 and 22) built by Albert Howard to provide in-
town housing for retired farmers and others who preferred the greater
convenience of the central location.

The newest buildings in the district are municipal properties executed in
revival styles. Forbush Memorial Library (62:25) was built in 1901 with

a #10,000 bequest from Charles Forbush, municipal funds, and private
donations. The Upton School(11.8) was built in 1912 in the Colonial Revival
style to replace a building constructed in 1855 and has served as both an
elementary and high school.

Interspersed within the District are memorials to Westminster's war dead of
the Civil War(71) veterans of the Spanish American War (32) and veterans of
VJorld War | (18) .

The visual impact of Westminster Village-Academy Hill District testifies to
the community's most prosperous years. The continued preservation and
careful maintenance of these finely executed structures demonstrates the
townspeople's pride in sustaining a physical statement of their history.
National Reaister listing will provide both recognition and protection of
their efforts.

The Westminster Village-Academy Hill Historic District should be considered to contain
undisturbed archaeological deposits associated with its standing structure stock. As
the site of the original town center, located on a major thoroughfare, and which ex-
perienced its most intensive development in the first half of the 19th century, the
district possesses a significant potential to provide infonnation, through archaeological
research, on the past internal configuration of the village as well a on domestic and
commercial activities virhich occurred there. A systematic testing strategy, designed to
locate and evaluate subsurface historical features and artifactual deposits within a
research framework would contribute significantly to our knowledge of static and dynamic
conponents of early rural caminunities.
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"Cel ebration of the 100th Anniversary of thelncorporation of the Town of. Vstmn~ttn",
1859, Press of T R Marvin & Son, Boston, Massachusetts.

Fitchburg and Wrcester Registry of Deeds, Fitchburg and Wrcester, Massachusetts.

Heywood, Wlliam S, History of Westmnster, 1893, Vox Populi Press, H W Hise & @.,
Lowel |, Nassachusetts (wth nap).

Hiudson, Charles, History of the Town of Wstmnster, G W Stacy, Printer, 1832.

Mys of Westmnster:
1791, Chart of the Town, Beanan, Silas, 1292, Mssachusetts Archives, Myps &P ans.
1831, Plan of the Tom of Westmnster, 2154, Mssachusetts Archives, Myps &P ans.

1855, Myp including Buildings and Oaners, Published by George A ark and pictures,
and enlarged inserts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvani a.

1870, WWrcester County Atlas, Mp with buildings and owiers. Published by P W Beers
and Gonpany, M den Lane, New York.

1898, Worcester County Atlas, Mp with buildings and owlers. Published by P W Beer:
and Gonpany, M den Lane, New York.

"Oe Hindred Fifteith Anniversary Celebration of the Tomn of Wstmnster”, 1909, Mals
Printing Gonpany, Gardner, Massachusetts.

"Procedures Manual for An Inventory of the Hsto-ical Assets of the Cormnweal th", Part 1,
"Sites and Structures", Published by Keven Wiite, Secretary of thr Comonvt.olth,
Chai rman of the Massachusetts Historical Commssion, 1966.

The Historic Architecture of the Mntachusett Region, Chapter on Regional Context -
predomnant styles and beginning types - prepared by Mntachusett Regional
Pl anni ng Board, 1979.

Tol man, Newton, Ed., History of Wstmnster, 1893t o 1958, Published by R chard Smth,
Pet er bor ough, New Hanpshi re.

Vst mnster Assessors' Office, Westm nster, Mssachusetts.

Véstmnster Historical Society Books and Panphl ets:
Dupee Account book, 1839 t o 1891

Auditor's Report for the Toan of Vestninster, together with the Val uation and
Iggses, for the Year 1864, Printed by E & J. Gartield, Fitchburg, Mssachusetts,

Vestmnster Historical Society Files:

Papers written by nenbers of VMHS for presentation at neetings - concerning
their respective hones.

ers witten by Carlos and Addie Barron on Main Street, and Business Ken of
Vést m nster.
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Véstmnster Historical Society Files (continued):

F}aﬁers witten inpreparation forwiting of Tolman History 1960, by nenters and
ot hers.

Vstmnster Ton Cerk - Vital Records, Valuation and Taxes, 1977.



NPS Form 10-900-i
CM2)

OMB Na 1004-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the interior

National Parit Service For NPS «w only
National Register off Historic received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

Westminster Village-Academy Hill

Continuation shest Historic District Item numbe 10 Page i

Verbal Boundary Description (Continued)

Nort hern:

Vst er n:

Sout her n:

The northern property lines of the houses on the north side of Acadeny
Street, Leomnster Street, Pleasant Street, northern property |inesof
19 and 18 Bacon Street (#40 and 41), 10 Adans Street (#48) andthe house
boundary lines on the north side of Min Street.

The western property lines of #1, 2, 58, 50, and48. The western property
lines of 6-18 Bacon Street (#41-47).

The southern property lines of #1 and 3, the houses on south side of
Acadeny, Leomnster and Maiin Streets to#58 and#50-56 on Maiin Street.
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Ksrch 11, 19 3 N-f

Val erie Tal marc-

Executive Director " 7" CI3
Mass. Historical Coirm salon
Dear Valerie Tai mage MASS HST. OWM

Regarding The Westm neter Village® Acadeny Hill proposed
Historical District and thepossibility of being governed by an
Hi storical Commilsslon: VW at 17 Bacon Street, Westm nster, Kass.
Say HC

In thefirst place you have not given enough Information as
to what | tneans t o oe | nsuch adistrict. Wiat arethe penalties
and or thebenefits? Please send us al | available literature.

Secondly there 1 s not encu-;h tlire between now and April 13to
absorb and decide what steps totake. Very fewpeople I nthis
area dare togo Into theBoston area unless absolutely necessary
so our attendance will oe negligible at any meeting i nyour area.

Finally people hate towrite letters of this sort, sobe sure
for every letter you do get there are 200 you di d not get.

Awaiting Information froT you.

Pl ease also send Informationto
West m nster Planning Board

Att, Roland Rochel eau

B wel |l as nysel f



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

March 23, 1983

Fred W Proctor
|7 Bacon Street
Westm nster, Mass 01472

Dear M. Proctor:

The Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion has received your letter
stating that you do not wish the structure located at 17 Bacon
Hill to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places as
part of the proposed Westm nster Village, Acadeny Hill Historic
District. Pl ease be aware that according to tlie National Register
regulations (;360R 60j a majorit> of propert)' owners within the
district must object toprevent its/listing. Pl ease also be
advised that according tothe National Register regulations
(36CFR 30) objections nust be notarized to be valid. 1 refer you
to page 2 of our original notification letter (copy enclosed) for
further clarification.

Pl ease allow ne t o address sone common concerns of property owners
about the implications of National Register [listing. First the
National Register i sessentially a federal planning tool, designed
to help the government identify and protect our historic buildings
and archaeological sites from harm by federal projects such as

hi ghway or sewer construction. A second primar> aspect ofthe
National Register i storecognize and honor properties which
reflect our past Iliistory;, it isthenation's official [list of sucli
properties. Third, National Register listing allows certaintax

incentives fortherehabilitation of commercial and incomepro-
ducing properties (but not forprivate hones)

These are the benefits of being i na National Register district;
there are no penalties. | cannot over-emphasize this point. No
restrictions are placed on theprivate property o\sTier; you nay
do anything you like to your house as long as no public funds
are involved. Furthermore, listing does not nean that t he
federal government wants t o acquire theproperty or placere-
strictive covenants on the land. The majority of National
Register property owners find that [isting does not directly
affect tliem i nany wa)', but takes great pride i ntherecognition
and preservation associated with being on the National Register.



| ho])c' this discussion liar ansueinl soi:..t o[ wui; uuc.-i iwn . i

liavf also included some broelnircs whncli in\- lu ol intcic:l TD
you.

It you continue toobject tothelisting of your property, you
must submt a notarized statement before April 13, 1985. Jliis
statement should include the address of theproperty and affirm
that you are t he owner. V& hope that you will consider with-
drawi ng your objection, as we feel that as part of the proposed
Westm nster Village, Academy Hill District, your property i sa

significant asset tothecommunity.

Sincerely,

Virginia Fitch
Preservation Planner
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

Encl osure

VF/ | k



TOMNVX OF AVESTMIXS8TEK

MASSACHUSETTS 01473

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE

PLANNING BOARD RECEIVED

MR 31 1983

Valerie Tal na-"e .
executive Director I"ASS. HIST. COMM.

Mass. Historical Comm ssion
Dear Valeri Tainage,

At a regularly scheduled meeting of tneiVestmnster Planning
Board on Inarch 21, 1983, we ware informea of a possibility of
tnere being a historical district formed i n/Westmnster, r.lass.
The Planning Board woald |like toreceive a cooy of the outline
of thearea, a copy of thenomnation and the nane of the
person submtting the nomnation.

Ve recommend |ocal information hearings and that cne subse:iuent
vote be held i n//estmnster, lIvlass. so tnat theelderly, the
Qand_m_ap.:-ed and t he workers coald atten,. a.idmake an intelligent
ecision.

Sincerely,

Roland G. Roc.;eleau, Chairman

lar:RGR
QC Fred and June Procter



"ANIAAPAY S COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[HIfifil iT'At  Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
April 5, 1983

M. Roland G Rochel eau, Chairman
Westminster Planning Board

Office of thePlanning Board
Westm nster, M\ 01473

Dear M. Rochel eau:

The Westminster Village Historic District was nomnated tothe National

Regi ster of Historic Places by theWestmnster Historical Conmission, with
the assistance of t heMntachusett Regional Planning Commission. The project
was initiated i n1978, following a long-termeffort by thelocal historical
commission torecord thetown's historic resources.

The National Register i sthenation's official [ist of important structures
and areas which retain integrity and demonstrate sone aspect of local, state
or national history. Listing i ntheNational Register places no constraints
on what owners nmay do with their property when using private funds; neither

does i t set up a commi ssion toregulate thedistrict. The main purpose of
the National Register i storecognize thevalue of historic propertiesandto
protect listing propertiesfrom Federal undertakings. | n Massachusetts,

nom nations totheNational Register areusually nmade by local historical
commi ssions which are town bodies charged with historic preservation.

In preparing this nom nation, we have followed our normal procedure of working
with thelocal historical commission. Qur staff reviewed the appropriateness

of thearea for National Register listing, edited thenomnation materials, then
scheduled i tfor considerationby theState Review Board. O February 28, 1983
we sent formal notification letters totheBoard of Selectnen and to al |
property owners whose addresses were provided by thelocal historical comm ssion.
That letter explained t heNational Register and invited responses; to date,

both written and tel ephoned responses have been generallyfavorable.

Ve feel that public participation i ntheNational Register process is very

i mportant, and rmake every effort tomeet theneeds identified by the local
historical conmmission. | nthis case, thelocal historical conmi ssion requested
that we send individual letters toall property owners rather than notifying
them by public notice, as i sallowed by Federal regulation. The local
historical conmission then planned t otelephone owners t odiscuss the National
Regi ster personally. A meeting was not requested, although our staff i s
available for such events.



April 5, ]19S3
Pii;c 2

Wien the State Review Board considers this nomnation onApril 13, 1983,

they will be informed of al | responses. Unfortunately, they cannot mneet
in Westm nster, since they areconsidering nomnations from al | overthe
state. Nevertheless, | or ny staff will be happy t omeet with representatives

of your board beforehand t odiscuss the process further.

For your information, I have enclosed a copy of the National Register

nom nation form a copy of the notification tothe Board of Selectmen, a
copy of our response t othe Proctors' objection, and a copy of our brochure
whi ch explains the difference between National Register andlocal historic
districts.

Sincerely,
Valerie A. Taimage Cj

Executive Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

cc: Thomas Malloy, Chairman
Westminster Historical Commission

VAT:mmd
Enclosures



