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1. Name

historic Jh#] Port Royal House

and/or common Ni ckerson Honest ead

2. Location

street & number 606 Main S1IMAJEM not for publication
aty, tomn Chatham fA/~ vicinity of congressional district Twe l£th
dae Massachusetts code 025 ooty Barnstable code 001
3. Classification
Category Ownership S™tus Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both X worl in progress educational A  private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered J yes: unrestricted : industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

reme  Mrs. John Nickerson (Jane M.)

dret & number ' 427 Stoney Hill Road

dty, tomn North Chatham vicinity of date Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

ocouthouse, regidry of desds eic. Barnstable County Registry of Deeds

street & number Main  Street

city, town Barnstable date M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Irtweentory of the Historic Assets of ttgsethiSCSrmmoqwealégermined degible? yes % o

date January, 1979 federal X state county local

depodtory for aurvey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

aty,ton  Boston date M assachusetts



7. Description The Port Royal House

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated X ..naltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date
fair ' unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Port Royal House stands within itso
| ooking amajor traffic intersection andtheVeteran's Park with
its Civil Var nonunment. The building i s approached by threel ow
terraces and i s generously setback from thestreet andfromits
nei ghboring structures.

riginal setting, over-

Port Royal was built i n1863i nthe Tuscan Villa st?lle. The
smal | but 1nposing two-storgl house i srectan?ular I nplan with a
horizont al enﬁhams achieved by itsflat roof, full-length front
veranda, and heavy horizontal trim  The building i swood frane
with clapboard siding.

The overall desi gin i ncludes 5 pronounced roof overhang whichis
supported by ornately carved paired brackets; apanelled entabla-
ture andpanelled corner pilasters conplete thebasic surfaceor-
nament ati on. Original porch androof balustrades and abalustra-
ded fence have since been destroyed.

The building has a sinple three-bay facade with a center door-
way. A one-story veranda across thefront has a smaller-scale
reproduction of themain entablature, supported by four fluted
Doric colums on panelled pedestals. The center entrance has
doubl e glazed doors framed b%/ panel led pilasters and a bol d seg-
metal arched entablature with paired brackets. Above the door-
way i sa si n%l e wi ndow with a segmental arched cornice. The outer -
w ndows on t he facade ar e paired and have flat cornices.

The side elevations, twobays wide, andtherear elevation have
symmetrical single windows. CGommon toall of thehouse's w ndows
are original 2/2 sash, heavy cornices on paired brackets, shouldered
architraves, andsmall sill brackets.

A one-story el | centered at therear of thebuilding (added soon
after theoriginal construction) has a flat roof, 2/2 windows with
plain architraves, and much smaller andsimpler paired entabla-
ture brackets. An original outhouse also repeats theprimary motifs
in itsflat roof, corner pilasters andsinple sawn paired brackets.

The interior of thehouse i slargely unaltered, boasting ornately
inlaid floors, tremendous door andw ndow frames, graining, tin
ceilings, a dunbwaiter, and a door totheroof which gives an ex-
ceptional view of the town.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
Jt_ 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1863 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Port Royal House i sa remarkably intact representationof
Cape Cod's maritime prosperity i nthenineteenth century. The
burlding i sassociated with several distinguishedfamlies and
is an excellent exanple of theTuscan Villa style i ntheregion;
tplhus I tmeet criteria B and C of the National Register of Historic

aces.

In 1862 Captain Seth Eldridge, a saili n?1 master of Chat ham
saw a house i nPort Royal, Jamaica, which he so admred that he
procured theplans and had such a house built for himselfi n
Chatham t he fol [ owing year (1863). | n 1872, the house was bought
from Eldri d%e' s estate b?/ Enma Ni ckerson, whose husband John
"followed theseai nearly |life" and afterwards becane a carpen-
ter. The house has remained i nt he ownership of t hewell-known
Ni ckerson family (local merchants) ever since.

Wen Port Royal was built, thecenter of Chathamwas | ocated
several mles east on the Coast by the"Twin Lights". However, an
1877 storm cut so deeply into theshoreline that many buil dings
were noved away from thearea of thelighthouses tothepart of
town i nwhich thePort Royal House stands. This area of Main
Street becane, and continues tobe, thehub of local activity,
presentl?/ containing thetown shopping center, three churches,
town hall, and a fine range of over a dozen nineteenth century
architectural styles. The Port Royal House i s one of the nost
clearly stated exanples of the Tuscan Villa style extant ont he
Cf}ap?,?od and has remained virtually unchanged 1 nits 117 years
0 ife.



9. Ma or B~biographica References

Files of: ChathamHistorical Conm ssion Deyo, Sineon, History of Barnstable
PO Box 46 County, Voll. II. (NewYork: RTIV.
Chat ham M\ 02633 Bl ake and Co., 1890).

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property /4

Quadrangle name Chatham Quadrangle scale 1:24 000

UMT References UTM NOT I I I I I I
4]2,0]0.9.0|.U,7il.4|7,5,0 B ;L -

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

cLUL DLJ lleleel Il 11111

EUJ |l leloee||eo]ef]]] FLU 1] . —

Gl oLtorirrrrrrr el N I

Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached Assessor' s nap.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state 1\] code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
*Jck Clarke, Cgoe Cad Planning and

nameftitle
Weaxdy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Economic Development Commisson '«
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson date November, 1980
drest & numba 294 Washington Street tel,ephone 727-8470
city or town Boston dae Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state.is:

national state _~"nocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation OfficerY6r the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive D rector, Massachusetts H storical Comm ssion NV

For HCRS useonly jtftfHj
| hereBy eertify that thispreperty is iytuded'irf thg™atton”l Regi

Nat i onal Begi at eK date

Keeper of the National Regi”r

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835



Ni ckerson Honest ead, "Port Royal House-
Town of Chat ham Assessor's nap, page

Town Hal |, Chataham M\
August 1930



Nickerson Homestead, "Port Roya House"
Town of Chatham Assessor's map, page 15
Town Hall

Chat ham M\ 02633

August, 1980.
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Substantive Review: sample

Reviewer's comments:
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substantive

1. Name
2. Location

VA3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

IiM ttils prapofty baan M*lanvitnad altytbis?

7. Description

le Chock o«M
tfatoHoratod  unsnvrad ortginoJ sM*

. good . njdns
- unoipoood
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completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

government

Unlt»d tt«t*s Department ef the Interier
National Patli Service

AN
Working No. ( Cn
Fed. Reg. Deter J ./. Y/
Date Duas IAYA N S'-a-p>-
Action: -JMCEPT ANANN!
RETURN.
REJECT.
photos,
maps _
appeal .NR decision

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

corrections cited below
reasons discussed below



8. Significanca

wrt»»iiiit«iei>iiiiin p»«—

summary paragraph
compietaness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tlia a*MiuMad af*nMcsnoa of tMa pra*arty wNMn tfta aiaia la.

| Matortc Pfaaa“Mttaffi OfHca' MkAttttun

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504


















ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL RE3G STER OF H STAR CARLAGESS

MSSACH BETTS

Date Entered APRL 15. 1982

Nane

Laf ayette-Durfee Huse

Port Fo\”~ House

Harlow Sgt. Wlliam Famly Honestead

Notified

Honorabl e Margaret M Heckl er
Honorable Gerry E S udds
Honor abl e Edvard M Kennedy
Honorable Paul E Tsongas

Md-Atlantic Regional Ofice
North Atlantic Regional Office

Location

Fal| R ver
Bristol Qounty

(hat ham
Barnst abl e Gounty

A ynout h
A ynouth Gounty

State Historic Preservation COfficer

Ms. Patricia L. Véslowski

Executive Director, Missachusetts
H storical Conmnssion

294 \Mshington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202) 272-3504



