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See instruct ions in hlow to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

j j lL ' HCRS use only 

historic Jh#'] Port Royal House 

and/or common Nickerson Homestead 

2. Location 
street & number 606 Main S1^^^J&^^ not for publication 

city, town Chatham f ^ / ^ vicinity of congressional district Twe 1 £ t h 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Barnstable code 001 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip S ^ t u s 

^ occupied 
Present Use 

district public 
S ^ t u s 

^ occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

A private residence structure both X worl< in progress educational 
park 

A private residence 
site Public Acquisition Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered J yes: unrestricted : industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs. John Nickerson (Jane M.) 

street & number ' 4Z7 Stoney H i l l Road 

city, town North Chatham vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Barnstable County Reg i s t ry o£ Deeds 

street & number Main S t ree t 

city, town Barnstable state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory o f the H i s t o r i c Assets o£ the Commonwealth v 

title has this property been determined elegible? yes A no 

date January, 1979 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n The Port Royal House 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated X ..naltered X original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair ' unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Port Royal House stands w i t h i n i t s o r i g i n a l s e t t i n g , over­
looking a major t r a f f i c intersection and the Veteran's Park with 
i t s C i v i l War monument. The building is approached by three low 
terraces and is generously setback from the street and from i t s 
neighboring structures. 

Port Royal was b u i l t i n 1863 i n the Tuscan V i l l a s t y l e . The 
small but imposing two-story house is rectangular i n plan with a 
horizontal emphasis achieved by i t s f l a t roof, f u l l - l e n g t h front 
veranda, and heavy horizontal t r i m . The building is wood frame 
with clapboard siding. 

The overall design includes 5 pronounced roof overhang which is 
supported by ornately carved paired brackets; a panelled' entabla­
ture and panelled corner pilasters complete the basic surface or­
namentation. Original porch and roof balustrades and a balustra­
ded fence have since been destroyed. 

The building has a simple three-bay facade with a center door­
way. A one-story veranda across the f r o n t has a smaller-scale 
reproduction of the main entablature, supported by four f l u t e d 
Doric columns on panelled pedestals. The center entrance has 
double glazed doors framed by panelled p i l a s t e r s and a bold seg-
metal arched entablature with paired brackets. Above the door­
way is a single window with a segmental arched cornice. The outer -
windows on the facade are paired and have f l a t cornices. 

The side elevations, two bays wide, and the rear elevation have 
symmetrical single windows. Common to a l l of the house's windows 
are o r i g i n a l 2/2 sash, heavy cornices on paired brackets, shouldered 
architraves, and small s i l l brackets. 

A one-story e l l centered at the rear of the building (added soon 
afte r the o r i g i n a l construction) has a f l a t roof, 2/2 windows with 
p l a i n architraves, and much smaller and simpler paired entabla­
ture brackets. An o r i g i n a l outhouse also repeats the primary motifs 
i n i t s f l a t roof, corner p i l a s t e r s and simple sawn paired brackets. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house is largely unaltered, boasting ornately 
i n l a i d f l o o r s , tremendous door and window frames, graining, t i n 
c e i l i n g s , a dumbwaiter, and a door to the roof which gives an ex­
ceptional view of the town. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J t _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

. conservation 
economics 

. education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1863 Bui lder /Arch i tec t U n k n o w n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Port Royal House is a remarkably i n t a c t representation of 
Cape Cod's maritime prosperity i n the nineteenth century. The 
building i s associated with several distinguished families and 
is an excellent example of the Tuscan V i l l a style i n the region; 
thus i t meet c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

In 1862 Captain Seth Eldridge, a s a i l i n g master of Chatham, 
saw a house i n Port Royal, Jamaica, which he so admired that he 
procured the plans and had such a house b u i l t for himself i n 
Chatham the following year (1863). In 1872, the house was bought 
from Eldridge's estate by Emma Nickerson, whose husband John 
"followed the sea i n early l i f e " and afterwards became a carpen­
t e r . The house has remained i n the ownership of the well-known 
Nickerson family (local merchants) ever since. 

When Port Royal was b u i l t , the center of Chatham was located 
several miles east on the Coast by the "Twin Lights". However, an 
1877 storm cut so deeply into the shoreline that many buildings 
were moved away from the area of the lighthouses to the part of 
town i n which the Port Royal House stands. This area of Main 
Street became, and continues to be, the hub of local a c t i v i t y , 
presently containing the town shopping center, three churches, 
town h a l l , and a fin e range of over a dozen nineteenth century 
archi t e c t u r a l styles. The Port Royal House is one of the most 
clearly stated examples of the Tuscan V i l l a style extant on the 
Cape Cod and has remained v i r t u a l l y unchanged i n i t s 117 years 
of l i f e . 



9. Ma or B~b iographica References 

Files of: Chatham H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P.O. Box 46 
Chatham, MA 02633 

Deyo, Simeon, History of Barnstable 
County, V o l l . I I . (New York: RTlV. 
Blake and Co., 1890). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name C h a t h a m 

UMT References 

1/4 

UTM NOT mm 
Quadrangle scale 1:24 000 

Zone Easting 

cLU L 

4 |2 ,0 |0 .9 .0 | .U ,^ i l .4 |7 ,5 ,0 B 

Northing 
J L I I 

E U J I I • I • • I I • I • I I I I 
G I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing 

D L J I I • I • • I l l I I I I I I  
FLU I I • I . • J—L 

I l l • I J—L 

Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached Assessor's map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state 1 \ | code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
•Jack Clarke, Cape Cod Planning and , • 

name/title 
Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Economic Development Commission ' « 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November, 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street tel,ephone 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state.is: 

national state _ ^ ^ o c a l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation OfficerY6r the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission ^^^^ 

For HCRS use only j t f t f H j 
I hereby certify that thlsoroperty is irwtuded'irf thg^atton^l Regi I hereby certify that thisproperty is m 

Keeper of the National R e g i ^ r 

Attest: 

National BegiateK date 

date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 



Nickerson Homestead, "Port Royal House-
Town of Chatham Assessor's map, page 

Town Hall, Chataham, MA 

August 1930 



Nickerson Homestead, "Port Royal House" 
Town o f Chatham Assessor's map, page 15E 

Town Ha l l 
Chatham, MA 02633 

August, 1980. 



NATIONAL R E G I S T O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E 

1 :' 
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• 

I 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Stat*, r.ounty /̂ //-l̂  r-tun. ,ktbie 
Federal Agency: 

Unlt»d t t « t * s Department ef the Interier 
National Patli Service 

(^C^f 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
jBppeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Deter J ./. Y/ 
Date Dua• /VJ ^/ S'-a-p>-
Action: -J^^CEPT ^A^'^' 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

photos, 
maps _ 

Substantive Review: sample request i appeal .NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

I 'Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

V^3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

liM ttils prapofty baan M l̂anvitnad altytbis? 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. good 

!• Chock o«M 
. tfatoHoratod unsnvrad ortginoJ sM* 
. nj4ns _ 
- unoipoood 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S iqn i f i canca 

w » t » » i i i i t « i e i > i i i i i n p » « — 

summary paragraph 
compietaness 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Tlia a^MiuMad af^nMcsnoa of tMa pra^arty wNMn tfta aiaia la. 

I Matortc Pfaaa^Mttaffi OfHca' Mk^ttttun 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 













ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APRIL 15. 1982 

Name Location 

Lafayette-Durfee House 

Port Ro\̂  House 

Harlow, Sgt. William, Family Homestead 

Fall River 
Bristol County 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Plymouth 
Plymouth County 

Notified 

Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
North Atlantic Regional Office 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202) 272-3504 


