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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

An-early two bay cabin with large chimney joined to a second two bay cabin 
form the nucleus of this residence, to which was added a brick Greek Revi 
val two bay section in 1842N An ell is being added at the present time in 
connection by a restoration.

The south log section was constructed ca 1790 by a pioneer named Applegate 
possibly Richard Applegate, who held a 30 acre tract said to have been 
awarded him for Revolutionary services. Ben Osburn came to Scott County 
during the last decade of the 18th century and married the widow of the pio 
neer, adding the north log block about 1797. Differences in> construction and 
nails are apparent in the two sections.

3 old cabin has ash floors, beaded ̂ ceiling beams, stone chimneys, pegged ^ 
windows, The south block has holes for pegs, indicating that an ell may have; 
been joined to it during the early days when the present back of the house 
faced an early road, now discontinued. \Weatherboarded for many years, 
the logs will be exposed during the restoration and treated for permanancy.

The Greek Revival wing is very plain in_detail^It has poplar floors, long 
panel doors and a Greek Revival mantel/ Windows on the back side of the 
log section reveal the design of the house facade as it faced the older road. 
The upstairs of the present front has no windows. A few batten and six 
panel doors remain. Sloping door jams and window frames reveal the pra 
gmatic personality of the builder who had large logs placed on small logs 
and small logs placed on large ones.

The house, it. seems, ^s typical of the humble, basic pioneer dwellings, 
most of which were torn down or replaced when affluence came to the 
owners. ,..,,.,-......  _....
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .A ^EGJSTEf\ 4/

Around 1790'a Revolutionary soldier named A^Jesate settj^cj^n a presumed 
30-acre tract in Scott County on the road leadirig^^t}^^^® and built a 
small two bay, two story (or story and half) cabin of hewn logs and hand 
nails. Before the middle of the decade he had been killed by an Indian, 
tomahawked as he stood in the doorway of his house. Shortly afterwards 
Ben Osburn came from South Carolina, probably at the same time that - 
other members of that family, married the widow and proceeded to become 
the legendary figure of this part of Central Kentucky. He built the second 
two bay block in 1797.

Before his death in 1866, Ben Osburn, although he could neither read nor 
write, had expanded that thirty acres into 3, 600 acres of first quality land 
expending from North Elkhorn to Dry Run Baptist Church and from the 
Frankfort Pike to the Oxford Pike. Much of this land is still owned by his

, .vi..-,:. .-> . it ,' / / i • .- '. t. , ., • . f.- . ... , , ,^descendants. i -,-.' .  »".. - -i \ -•   - ii .-\
Ben Osburn was a farmer, a trader in horses, ponies and mules. He was 
known to leave on such trading ventures only to return a year or two later, 
herding livestock overland to shipping points. His home is often referred 
to as a stagecoach, stop, although a tavern license was never granted. A 
congenial man, his friends who like him traveled widely and often^ stopped 
at his home so often that the place came to be considered a public stop.

After his first wife's death, Osburn at the age of 63 married a young womarf 
named Agatha. Four children were produced by this union. He died in 1866 
In 1868 Agatha married Ben Miller Osburn, nephew of Ben Osburn. Like hn 
uncle, young Ben accummulated land totaling 3,392 acres in the hilly sec 
tion of the county. His obituary stressed that "he paid cash at the time of 
purchase for every acre he owned." Ben's son, John W., inherited the homt 
place and his grandson, Ben Miller Osburn, owns it today.

Ben Osburn's house reveals his cantankerous variety of pragmatism. Large] 
logs on top of small ones and small logs on top of large ones resulted in 
sloping door and window jambs.

(see continuation sheet)



W.H. Perrin, Perrin's History Of Scott County (Georgetown, 1964, reprint
of 1882, volume) p. 36, 75.
The Osburn (Osborne) Family Bible in possession of Ben Miller Osburn,
Georgetown.
Family legends as handed down and related by Ben Miller Osburn, M.G. Pri
Scott County Records, especially Deed Book D, beginning on page 325,
various burned records copied. - . . \
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Ann B. Bevins, Scott County Representative
Kentucky Heritage Commission 
Scott County Historical Society
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# 8 Statement of Significance

It is fortunate that this house built by "the legend of the Dry Ridge 
Turnpike" survives in spite of the fact that it was put together to pro 
vide what was necessary "but little else." It is typical of the basic 
pioneer cabin, generally abandoned or replaced once the "land was 
cleared and the first crops brought in."
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