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The Bigelow Block, built i n1886, i slocated at thenmgjor intersection of Forest
and Salem Streets i n Medford Square. Covered with redbrick and sandstone, it i s
a triangular four-story commercial and residential structure, with thecentral
curved apex of its facade facing southwest. Entrance doors areinterspersed with
large plate glass windows. Originally thefour storefronts of theBigel ow Block
were faced with large vertically divided panes of glass shielded by striped canvas
awnings. The first story presently contains five remodelled commercial units, two
with 20th c. storefronts and attached neon signs. The original redpressed brick
and banded sandstone wall has been retained between t hestorefronts. The pedinmented
and decoratively incised sandstone entranceway t ot heresidential units i sin an
excellent shape of preservation. The upper floors' exterior survives unaltered.
Between t hefirst story and thecornice arethree floors, each contiaiining three
residential units. Each story's w ndow arrangenment i ssymmetrical with sixteen
2/2 windows. The exterior i s visually defined by horizontal sandstone bands at
each floor level. These bands are accented with rows of thin ornamental brickwork
in bead and reel, corbelled sawtooth, rope and recessed brick patterns. Aterra
cotta "1886" panel i ssituated ontheSalem Street farade between t he second and
third stories. The major decorative elenment i slocated at t heapex of t heBigel ow
Bl ock facade. A three story copper bowed bay i stopped by an ornately nol ded
conical copper turret with an elaborate finial. Flanking theengaged turret are
sandstone pilasters with nol ded panels and stylized Corinthian capitals. Each of
the far corners of t he facade exhibits plain sandstone block pilasters. Projecting
brick sections between thew ndows accentuate theverticality of theBlock's
design. A 3-story decorative iron fire escape i sattached totheeastern side of
the building's Salem Street facade. The building's cornice i sembellished with
raised brick sawtooth and dentiled borders surmunted by chimey-Ilike parapets

and el aborate cresting. The roof itself i spitched at a very |owangle.
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Rising above Medford's predom nantly 20th c. business center, theBigelowBlocki s
a promnant Victorian landmark i nt heSquare andthecity. The focal "oint for any
southern entrance into Medford Square, thebuilding i ssignificant as a prom nant
urban landmark and as Medford's best exanple of a Victorian conmercial and multi-
residential structure. |t sabundant andwell-preserved ornamentation area valuable
resource for any study of theeclectic architectural taste of the 1880's.

The Bigel ow Bl ock was built for Edward T.Bigelow, a Medford resident and Boston
clerk. | twas constructed by t he Dunahue Brothers, a local firm according to
plans by an unknown arclitect. Bigelowwas froma well-known business famlyi n
Medford and lived with his father, Henry W Bigel ow, nearby on Forest Street.
Pasquai e Vol pe and Sons, Medford's ol dest retail fruit andvegetabl e conpany,

| eased t hecorner store in'the: Bigel ow Bl ock i n1887. Wien their business expanded

shortly thereafter, thegrocers also rented thecomrercial unit'iri theForest Street
side of theBlock, which was originally occupied by a shoe-shine parlor. A dry
goods store established itself ontheother side of theVolpe store. |1 n 1925

the Vol pes purchased t heBigel ow Bl ock and continued operating their business
through theearly 40's. Their store i sstill well remenbered i n Medford' - Various
comrercial enterprises presently occupy thefirst floor andt heupper floors are
residential.

fAEGSER



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
1. "Al dermani ¢ Records'," Medford City Hall, 1913-1918.

188

2. Brooks, Charles, History of t he Tomn of Medford, M ddlesex County, Mass., Boston,
3. Medford Mercury , Medford, Mass., Feb. 20,1925, p. |, col.6-7.
fIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than 1 acre
UTM REFERENCES
Alls | 172i6'?T-ftr* 14 .6t9t811.8.0>
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
+] || o] ee]| || .| | DLX Il el . .01 .1 ] . o]
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
RECEVED
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE CODE ,COUNTY r
CODELI-\
STATE CODE COUNTY REGISTER  CODE
FORM PREPARED BY
NNE T TLE . John Herzan, Medf prd Hi storical Oom‘ri ssion-'and
M ndy Arbo, N.R Editor for Pat Weslowski, State Survey Director
ORGANIZATION . _ ] ] DATE
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion 1/14/74
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE
40 Beacon Street 617-727-8470
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boston M assachusetts 02108
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS:
NATIONAL STATE LOCAL _JL
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according tothe
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE DATE~ACZ.N , | BN [<NT7,5-

Exec.Director MHC

FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CESTtFY THAT THIS PROPERTY ISINCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

01 RECrpR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY ANDHISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: -=TAMN AN N

DATE












Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATESDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONSIN /yOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC

Bigelow Block
AND/OR COMMON

same
LOCATION
CITY, TOWN -VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Medford Middlesex Massachusetts
MAP REFERENCE
SO RE USGS Boston North,Mass.
SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1971

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1 PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES









ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE -| ANSMHEETTS

Dat e Entered

Nane Location
Bi gel ow Bl ock |tedford
M ddl esex Couaty
Abbot, Bcnjaal n, Hotuia Andover
B3 County
Han?l ch Historic District Hars. i ch

Barnstable County

Also Notified
Hon. Edward H. Kennedy
Bon, Sdward W. HTCKIUB ! -
Executive Dir'2ctor

lion, Torbwrt H. iLicDoaald > _ o
Hon. Paul E. ‘i'flon 7a» MsBsachusatts liistorical Cotmiaiiona
’ ’ 40 !>2acoa St,

Hon. Carry K. Stuudd _
Regional Director, North Atlantic  Bo«'ou, Hasyachuaatta 02103

Region

State Historic Frefeervation Officer
Mro. Ellaflbetli S. Aisadon

R MMo tt/row 2/25/75



DATH

Dat I I %t Reviewer INITIAl!s:

KR "MEeb. 24, 1975

M\EOS | T APPEARS | NFEEERAL REA STER - gel ow Bl ock

OTHER KA”XS:

LOCATION:
SIFENUVER comer of Fores/; and Saem Streets

arV.TOWN ~AMedford // CONGResi.ONAL 0ISTBICT
VidNITY OF COUNTY  / code

Al\/assachusetts Niiddlesex 017 '

STATI

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Cird€) ("P?ATE ) TATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY  OTHER
ADM N STRATCR under i i ne) FECERAL (AT 1B !
PSS REAON (ARAEB ATLANTIC® MD ATLANTIC SQJTHEAST M D/YEST

SArmTEST ROCKY MOUNTAI N VEST PAQ FI C NORTHV/IEST

FEATURES: niTERIOR EXTEPIOR
/iT~ubstantially intact-1 _Siibstanti ally intact-2 . Siibstantiallv intact-3
\inknown - 4 unknown .-5 .untaown -6
not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 .Kct appli cable-9
CONDITION- EXCtuENT DETtRIORATeO MOBIGINAL SITtrA
_RUINS _MoOVeD
_tAl« —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed —Unlnown
—+' nexcavat' ?"" —Excavat ed
ACCESS-
historic districT"" YES NO ;
WTH N NATI ONAL REG STER H STCR C DI STR CT? YES
IF YES NAME
WTH N NATI ONAL H STCR C LANDMANRK? YES

IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE: YES Saved ? YES HO

FUNCTION (S); (use vbcabulary words)

now
SIGNIFICANCE:
_>FCHEOLOOY.PnEHISTORIC _aANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _REUGION . —entertainment
_*RCHEOLOGI.MISTOHIC —CONSERVATION —tAw/Gov't/politiCS —SCIENCE —health
—AOgiCOLTURE s —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE recreation
—EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOOAI/HUMANITARIAN settlement
_AlT —[NGINECRINa —Music 80clo/cultural
<AOM M EFICI A-» —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION - urban & commun
COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY POUTICS/COVtRNMENT —OTHER (SPECIfYI planning
—INVENTION

Claims
«first ves o oldest-' YES ND only'-" ves no



©
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! SCX~C::n

architec/m.builder: engineer;
landscap”garden  designer: artist/artisan: N R W
interior  deeorator: " b-Icler/contractor™UM "Hae "L f "

ETHNIC GROUFP:

NAMES; " o -
abel I' personal' DuJO T-  fcv-eivovj- U,t*c  f22¢D™Mr  (Kt\x> Arsn
abel role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES! DATE G- QONSTRUCTI ON (Specific date or /4 of century); J~AAM(jf

DATEHS) O "MAIAR' ALTERATI ONS ANO*AN C-

H STCR CALLY SI GN FI CANT DATE () :
SOURCE: (¢ NMNATION PRVATE  ~STATE LOCAL G/' T MNAQPAL  GANIY

AOHR FECERAL ACENCY:

ACREAGE.'(to nearest tenth of an acre) "eNA JQIMXN j
COMMENTS: (include architectural information  here)  15i(2AL.lIC n -TD/KIS , MAOIfl"iN VPN —

SIGNIFICANCE ¢(maimum two sentences)



ARCHITECTURAL SIYLE* <SCLECTE*

architect/m .builde r:

engineer;
landscapc/garden  designer; artist/artisan: A
interior  decorator: hnii i/ A

/\/\"'/\/\/\/\/\//\/\"/\/\'/\Ctor; I AN u N

ETHNIC GROUP: -

NAMES*
; P-ersonal(0 rbv AJ~ T- fev-eiuovj- Uc”"c RASOWr 7~AT> BATTMO

(label role ALCAIC . C?INJA4N SkN<C» .

appropriate date)

insemeignal !

DATES: DATE F GNBIRLCII ON (Specific date or 1/4 of century): A~~~
DATHS @ "MUAR ALTERATI ONS
H STAR GALLY SIGN H CANT DATH( ) :

SOURCE, (G "~QJINATIQN PRVATE  AMASTAM LA &' T MNAPA QGNY
aHR R ALY
ACREAGE; (to nearest tenth of anacre) {j Z » ~-NIMIN ]

Briek, h stories, modified triangle, flat roof -with"pioro& iron parapet, interior

side chimeys with corbeled caps, principle side entrance with bracksted pedi mented

AjjAn Ajr),iCi>  CIuIo-. A

A " "ON\cHiinnal ~uiiiBg' 'R, AftfcBanraiaa» ro-unded corna” 3-story -toutid coppel oriel witti
overhanging conical roof,/.corbeled canc™wtfebrici;-destilsj exterior alterations,

20th C Eclectic. Town' s best exanple of 19th C comercial block; built fo~"dward

T. Bigelow, promnent |ocal resident/ciu" " dusVTiwAJ,



REGISTER DATA SHEET

/g\date »f entry: county code-

JINAJIIfE as it aj”jjjp&rs on federal register: "OTHER NAMES'.
Bigelow, Dr. Henry Jacob, House Peabody School Extension -1-76 017
g)LOpPATION street & nujnber city'/ town vicinity of M«ounty EGION
42 Dedham St. >INewton Middlesex North Atlantic
* excellent
* good
Aair 7
-ESS  Si
g) ARE . fit.-
«.Ni-2d
« MCHfOIO W»(NG3L  'g|dest’ =
« HEfLTH-2? - 18 . 0
+  INDUSTRY-13 Li Muiii.-19 +  SOCAL ‘only' e
« INVENTION - 14 +  PHILOSOPHy-20
~functions )dates O ‘
. . A:*SOMA fA'Q 1OfM
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:  IrU>vL4e. maior alterations:
CURRENTLY: j j ~ o one events:
| architectural stylc(s): Marchitect ~master builder: rengineer:
landscape architect / garden designer: interior decorator N artist: partisan: Abuilder/contractor:
(NAMES give role & date t in- - L
PERSONAL: v+uvvTj Jacob J&tgtlouijai®*m\>L>uj2x.® Si*-AADUN  <5»rH I>*tXvav/A<.o»” '-ft d " Ltji* WA kMM «ife
EVENTS:
INSTITUTIONAL:
StitxieA  |[»Lu4-"tt»c , iVvetWl-av voltU »w*vjfio/ tourt-ijWii t tulsp«xi -a~  (pasied

NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-u~rftam*,, sK-vW"m" ¢
Va-ruouvs

roof 7eCl:(6w<,| WrtXtVitX" GCVwwv\e'-jS,

< reviewers initials

cad<Mwril<ixrnvcau a-aAA<LIA |, oo/Ktar cfifel uditti

aovw.calL. ca” , BUguXt<r ©"'ICvKawC)-

UTON REVERSEI



