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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bigelow Block, b u i l t i n 1886, i s located at the major intersection of Forest 
and Salem Streets i n Medford Square. Covered with red brick and sandstone, i t i s 
a triangular four-story commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l structure, with the central 
curved apex of i t s facade facing southwest. Entrance doors are interspersed with 
large plate glass windows. O r i g i n a l l y the four storefronts of the Bigelow Block 
were faced with large v e r t i c a l l y divided panes of glass shielded by striped canvas 
awnings. The f i r s t story presently contains f i v e remodelled commercial u n i t s , two 
with 20th c. storefronts and attached neon signs. The o r i g i n a l red pressed brick 
and banded sandstone wall has been retained between the storefronts. The pedimented 
and decoratively incised sandstone entranceway to the r e s i d e n t i a l units i s i n an 
excellent shape of preservation. The upper f l o o r s ' exterior survives unaltered. 
Between the f i r s t story and the cornice are three f l o o r s , each contiaiining three 
r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t s . Each story's window arrangement i s symmetrical with sixteen 
2/2 windows. The exterior i s v i s u a l l y defined by horizontal sandstone bands at 
each fl o o r l e v e l . These bands are accented with rows of t h i n ornamental brickwork 
i n bead and r e e l , corbelled sawtooth, rope and recessed brick patterns. A ter r a 
cotta "1886" panel i s situated on the Salem Street farade between the second and 
t h i r d stories. The major decorative element i s located at the apex of the Bigelow 
Block facade. A three story copper bowed bay i s topped by an ornately molded 
conical copper t u r r e t with an elaborate f i n i a l . Flanking the engaged t u r r e t are 
sandstone pil a s t e r s with molded panels and st y l i z e d Corinthian capitals. Each of 
the f a r corners of the facade exhibits plain sandstone block p i l a s t e r s . Projecting 
brick sections between the windows accentuate the v e r t i c a l i t y of the Block's 
design. A 3-story decorative iron f i r e escape i s attached to the eastern side of 
the building's Salem Street facade. The building's cornice i s embellished with 
raised b r i c k sawtooth and dentiled borders surmounted by chimney-like parapets 
and elaborate cresting. The roof i t s e l f i s pitched at a very low angle. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Rising above Medford's predominantly 20th c. business center, the Bigelow Block i s 
a prominant Victorian landmark i n the Square and the c i t y . The focal ^ o i n t for any 
southern entrance into Medford Square, the building i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a prominant 
urban landmark and as Medford's best example of a Victorian commercial and m u l t i -
r e s i d e n t i a l structure. I t s abundant and well-preserved ornamentation are a valuable 
resource for any study of the eclectic a r c h i t e c t u r a l taste of the 1880's. 

The Bigelow Block was b u i l t for Edward T.Bigelow, a Medford resident and Boston 
clerk. I t was constructed by the Dunahue Brothers, a local f i r m , according to 
plans by an unknown a r c l i t e c t . Bigelow was from a well-known business family i n 
Medford and liv e d with his father, Henry W.Bigelow, nearby on Forest Street. 
Pasquaie Volpe and Sons, Medford's oldest r e t a i l f r u i t and vegetable company, 
leased the corner store in'the: Bigelow Block i n 1887. When t h e i r business expanded 
shortly thereafter, the grocers also rented the commercial u n i t ' i r i the Forest Street 
side of the Block, which was o r i g i n a l l y occupied by a shoe-shine parlor. A dry 
goods store established i t s e l f on the other side of the Volpe store. I n 1925 
the Volpes purchased the Bigelow Block and continued operating t h e i r business 
through the early 40's. Their store i s s t i l l w ell remembered i n Medford' -. Various 
commercial enterprises presently occupy the f i r s t f l o o r and the upper floors are 
re s i d e n t i a l . 

f̂ EG/STER 
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[ 
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