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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Riddle's Station, despite almost twenty years of service (as trading
post and comnunity center, if not as steage stand ), had virtually dis=-
‘appeared by 1930 when the Conklings visited the site. "The original
Kiddle home," they wrote, "was probably a large log house with stome
chimneys, typical of the time. All thsat remains to indicate the site is
s_pile of chimney slabs and the caved-in well a short distance northeest
of the house site." The area is little changed todey. In a flat, well
watered valley near the Fourche Neline River, it is overgrown with grass
and brush, rimmed by trees. Coal seams exposed a short distance south
of the station are yet another indication of why this particular site
was so congenial to settlement.

Just west of the Riddle home and station stands the family cemetery,
now badly overgrown end neglected, but still guarded by an ornamental '
fence, One stone in it reads "Isabella Riddle, died Jan. 25, 1875, age
34 yesrs." Another reads "Elsie kiddle, died Feb. 1, 1875, age 29 yesrs."
The greve of John Riddle is unidentifiable.

In a 1937 interview, Sam L. Kiddle, George's son and grandson of

John, recalled what he knew (and had heard) of the Butterfield operation.
"My grandfether built the first toll bridge that was ever in this country,"
he saide "He went to the woods and cut logs end all of this bridge was
built out of native logs. That was the first bridge that was ever built

on the Butterfield Stage Line." Long since gone, of course, it was on

the Fourche Maline a short distance east of the home/station site and a
hundred feet or so north of the present county crossing of that rivere.

Note: the cemetery and the station site are included in the requested
site, which we will increase to three acres from one acre.
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Riddle's Station is one of the more 1mport&nt of the even dozen
such stands serving the Butterfield Overland Mail 1858-1861 along its
192-mile route across Indian Territory from Fort Smith to Colbert's
Ferry on Red River., Unlike some of the other stands, however, it played

a s1gn1f10ant rol® in the development of the area for many years after
the Civil iar put an end to the service itself,

When the Butterfield company set out to organize its conmtrected
mall/bassenger service to Sen Francisco, it arraenged with Indian
citizens living on or near its proposed route to maintain stands where
teams could be changed and other services provided. For its part, the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Netion legislatures, to upgrade the existing
road system and provide new roads and bridges along the Butterfield
route, granted tollgate privileges to various of its citizens. The
Choctaw Nation authorized seven of these privileges, each valid for six
years, during regular legislative sessions in 1858 and 1859. Four of
them, including the one granted Captain John Riddle, were operated as
Butterfield stations. Riddle's authorization was approved Oct. 21,
1858, It called for erection of a2 bridge across the Fourche }Maline

bout three miles east of present Wilburton, in Latimer County) end
"‘W e&ibb ishment of a tollgate at thet point, on "the road leading from

© Fort” Smﬂ;h to Baggy Depot.’
%, X
3 ”ég‘fﬁ’ ’ was born in Mississippi in 1809, the descendant of a
I Virgl ho had married a full-blood Choctaw woman and settled in
g;fvtheagntlgg at an earlier date. A daughter of this marriage, Mary, had
%n turngpgrried another Virginian, one John Walker, an ancester of the
: n (in Indian Territory history) Governor Tandy Walker of
lle, Jjust south of Fort Smith. Tandy Walker's home alsc served
utterfield ststion, the first in the Indian country beyond the
fort, In 1831 the Riddles and the Wslkers lived in the HNortheastern
(Mosholetubbi) District of the Choctaw Nation in Alabama. Both families
probably came (were moved) to Indian Territory around 1836.

John Riddle had been educated at the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky,.
In Indian Territory he became a prominent leadé¥8mong this people,
serving as a member of the Council for several terms and in other
importent positions. He was living in Skullyville in 1841, where his
son, George (see below), was born. In 1858, when the Butterfield
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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ios 8 Significance
Riddle's Station

service was being organized, his residence was on the Boggy Depot road on
the west side of the Fourche Maline. Fere he secured permission from the
tribal government to open a trading post in connection with his stage

stand. His toll bridge was one of the first in service along the Butter=-

field route.

The Civil War, of course, ended Butterfield service in 1861. But the
Fort Smlthfﬁoggy Depot rosd continued to be used. &nd kiddle's S%atlon,
unlike many of the others, continued a&s an active trading center “and the
nucleus of an expanding settlement. George Riddle, John's son, helped to
carry on the commercial venture. After the war =-- in which he served in
the all=-Choctaw brigage of General Cooper's forces =- he returned to the
area. In 1866 he was granted a five~year license for operation of a toll
bridge on the same site as that awarded his father. Traffic expanded and
by 1878 the region traversed by the road was the most populous in the
Choctaw Nation. Thanks to its strategic location on this road and the
popularity of the Riddle family itself, Riddle's statlon/btore/bost office
managed to hold its own, even after the coming of the railrocad. It is, in
fact, one of the few Butterfiecld stetionsg_in this or any other division of
the company's rcute thet retained its name eand identity for almost twenty

years.s




