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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A walled garden, fine old brick servants quarters (Sow a Museum) on a 
well- landscaped lot provides a gracious setting for this handsome house with 
its two-story Ionic portico and suall blacony in center with interesting wrought iixm work. ~ ~" ~ ' '"' '""" ™

Exterior is well preserved and has never seen extensively altered* 
windows are large and shattered. Exterior is clapboard over wood frame with beautiful old pine floors, -/-• —————————— ——— ~~

/

acrosij

(In the wall) chimneys project into rooms with elaborate marble mantels 
on main floor. This is a "half house", a formal plan with two rooms on left 
from a large spacious stair han which emerges into a large mmfcg 
tfie~rear. A meeting room (one story) may have been mowed from otter side of 
house. 'A good doorway with square sidfi lights and transom^grace the main 
entrance. Large two-panel doors with wide mouldings and wide baseboard-are 
inside feature along with beautiful wainscot in dining room. Two large 
rooms on second floor have been converted to apartments* Nice plaster word 
is evident throughout.

Rooms are beautifully furnished. Souse is used oftev for meetings 
receptions and is open daily as a Museum house.
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rn 
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An excellent blending of the dignified and gracious, impressive 
domestic, of the residential vernacular in the Middle Georgia area daring 
the Pre-Civil War period. n
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) x

Handsome Ionic columns, delicate drawn-wire railing on the j 
balcony, and perfect proportions of the white wooden structure are features 
of this beautiful ante-bellum home, considered an outstanding example of 
the Greek Revival architecture of the Old South. It was built in 185>3 by 
Judge Asa Holt.

The Holt's home became known as the Cannon Ball House after it was 
struck by a cannon ball froaa Union forces under Qeneral George Stoneman 
in East Macon during the battle oJJ^ailap Hill July 30, 166%. General 
Stbnemani»s large body of Federal(Jalvary) advanced on the Clinton Road 
within about three miles of East Raeonr The cannon ball •struck the sand 
sidewalk, passed through the second column from the left on i^e_,.gallery and 
entered the j^liFlaviy"jg"irfjaj«iy l^i^ing niiw^i>ift4id in-,tht,,.hal.l- Its 
course may be traced by the mended column, a patch in the parlor plaster 
and a dent in the hall floor.*1 Mrs. Holt displayed the cannon ball on a 
parlor table until she gave it to the Macon Volunteers who participated in 
the defense of Macon. .

In 1963 the Sidney Lanier Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy 
purchased the house from a descendant of Judge Holt living in the old 
family residence. It is being restored for preservation as a museum and 
chapter house.

The two parlors have been furnished to recreate the sorority rooms of 
the Adelphean Society, which was the first secret sorority for college 
women, the mother of the Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, and the Philomathaen 
Society (Phi Mu Sorority) which were organized in 1851 and 1852 respectively 
in old Wesleyan Female College. Adelpfrfean Hall was restored and dedicated 
in 191*2 in the Conservatory building of tfesleyan College, with furnishings 
historically authentic of the times of the society's founding. The Phi Mu 
Hall was restored in the same elegant manner, and both rooms were special 
attractions at old Wesleyan until the demolition of the building in 1962.

The other rooms of the house are also furnished with handsome antique 
pieces and ornaments, gold-leaf mirrors, beautiful crystal and china which 
are gifts from Macon homes dating as far back as the era in which the 
Cannon Ball House was built, creating an atmosphere of charm and elegance.
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