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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

_ Frank Murray built his "mansion" in Erin Springs in._1880 —-- a two-
story, ll-room affair —- to replace nis first home, a log cabin erected
on tihe site in 1871. It was built of native stone, quarried five miles
to the south, and timbers brought in by mule team from Gainesville,
Texas. Remodeling in 1902 added a dormered third story, a handsome
portico on the front supported by four massive columns, stucco to the
18-inch~tnick stone walls. The mansion's spacious, high-ceilinged roous
boasted massive fireplaces, fine birch, polished oak and cherry woodwork,
and the elegant furniture, fixtures and furnishings demanded by the
elaborately elegant tastes of the periode.

Ovmed and wmaintained by thne Murray family until purchased by the
Jixlahome Historical Society in 1968, the old home, not seriously damaged
by & 1966 fire, has required no great amount of refurbishing to restore
its impressive beauty. Lawn, trees and shrubs add to tne appearance of

the mansion remains a snowplace today, aluost a century later.

gracious living. The snowplece of a relatively wild frontier wnen erected,

135S

SNOITL1LDONYyL1LSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[} Pre-Columbian| ] 16th Century ‘(] 18th Century [ 20th Century
[] 15th Century [J 17th Century 19th Century .

‘SPECIFIC DATE(St (If Applicable and Kmown)

;
)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education ] Political (1 Urben Planning
[3 Prehistoric [] Engineering {1 Religion/P } er (Specify)
] Historic ] industry loso, N

3 Agriculture [3 invention [T Scien Aﬁ Y Q\

3 Acchitecture [C] Londscope [ Sculgftore < / .

O Art Architecture £l SOC;EHU :‘

[ Commerce [} Literature itdrio =

[} Communications [ Military [] Theatepe.. N

[} Conservation [} Music [l Transpo fa o "’/

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An ambitious Irishman wno made it big in the Chickasaw Nation,
that's the story of Frank Murrey and the mension he built for nis
growing family on the south bank of the Washita River. Born in Ireland,
ne came to New Yoric in 1850, at 18. Marriage to a woman with Chickasaw
blood allowed him entry to this part of what is now south-central
Oixlahonme.

His first child (of nine), Anite, was born at nearby Fort Arbuckle
in 1869. de came to the "Elm Springs" area (for some natural springs
several hundred yards east of where the house now stands) in 1871, built
& log cabin beside the treil connecting Cherokeetown and Pauls Valley
to the east and newly established Fort Sill to the west. Waile
primarily interested in farming, he opened a store to take advantage
of the east-west traffic flowing pest his home.

The settleument began to grow. A post office was established,on
March 14, 1875, called Edgewood. Frank Marray's fortunes as rancaer and
merchant began to grow, too, and on Noveuber 3 of that year Edgewood
became Erin Sporings, for his infant son Erin. By 188C he was able to
nave building materials freignted up from Texas, combine tuem with stone
quarried near by to replace his simple log house with 2 genuine "mansion."
In 1885 the Reverend Fatner Hilary Cassal noted in ais journal,
Missionary Tour in the Chickasaw lation, that he had visited Erin Springs,
"a nice little town located ncar the Wasaita river - the home of ir.
Hurray, a wealtny cattleman who has fenced in over 20,000 acres of land."
Before nis death in 1892, Murray's holdings were vast and for many yesars
ais Erin Springs ranch was said to be the largest farm under cultivetion
in Indian Territory.

ilhen the railroads built on the north side of the Washita —- the
Santa fe in 1902, the Rock Island in 1903 —= the town of Lindsay was
born and Erin Springs was doomed to remain father Cassal's "nice little
town." Fittingly enough, however, the new town was laid out on the
4o0-acre farm of Lewis Lindsay--whose wife, Anita, he had married in the
old Murray Mansion in 1880. Mr. Murray died in-1892, Mrs. Murray in
1924, Six years later, after her own nusband.nad-died, Mrs. Lindsay
woved into tihe old family home, which had been extensively rewmodeled in
1902, Sne lived there until her deati, at 93, in 1962.
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ERIN SPRINGS MANSION

8. ©Significance

Country.

The handsome mansion was purchased by tne Olkklehoma Historical
Society in 1968, It is now being refurbished and will be opened to
the public shortly as a magnificent symbol both of gracious living and
tiie soil-baged affluence that supported it, familiar enough in the
slave-holding "plantation country" of the Southeast, but far less
comaon in the wmore Spartan Southwest - particularly in the Indian
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2. North arrow.

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




