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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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1. Romanesque style with rounded arches and clock tower.

2>

\

4.

5.

The exterior of the three-story structure is constructed of 
sandstone/ which was quarried locally in the Goodrich mines along 
with the stone used for the Stanford University Quadrangle. This 
building and the Stanford Quadrangle are the finest examples of 
Italian stone carving still standing in Northern California.

In the 1906 earthquake, the steeple toppled from the clock tower. 
Clock tower..was....rebuilt in jL908_-]L.9p9 with James Knpx Taylor, the 
Architect. At that time, a three-faced clock designed and 
constructed by Nels Johnson, creator of the "Century Clock", was 
installed. /Powered by gravity, the simple mechanism depends on 
500-pound weights with cranking of the cables required every three 
to four days. This clock is only one of five Nels Johnson's clocks 
known to be in existence.

In 1935, the interior was remodeled and an addition was added by 
architect Ralph Wycoff.

At present, the interior of the building is being remodeled, 
converting it to an art gallery.
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General setting and orientation:

Site is the north corner of Market Plaza fronting southeast and 
southwest, and is on a plot of ground bounded on the northwest 138.31 
feet by San Fernando Street and on the southwest 137.84 feet by the 
line of Market Street. (1)

The site and building is located adjacent to the Market Plaza Park. It 
is intended to include this part as a part of the nominated property to 
preserve the character and setting of the Old Post Office building. The 
total area including the .438 acre building site is 3.057 acres. (See 
attached Site plan.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A. Architectural Significance:
1. The Old Post Office building is the only surviving Treasury

building on the West Coast designed in the Romanesque style with 
which Henry Hobson Richardson's name is identified in the history 
of American Architecture.

B. Physical History:
1. Original and subsequent owners:

1892-1933 Federal Government as Post Office 
1933-1935 Federal Government, Un-used 
1935-1971 City of San Jose as library 
1971- City of San Jose as art gallery

2. Date of erection: 1892-1895. Corner stone placed 1892.
3. Architect: Willoughby J. Edbrooke, Architect.

C. Historical Events Connected with the Structure and Site:
1. Originally, part of the plaza of the Spanish Pueblo, the A.M. 

Pico Adobe was built on the site.
2. Site is adjacent to location of the Statehouse of California 

during 1849-1850 when San Jose was the first capitol of the 
new state.

3. Site of San Jose Chinatown, 1860 until 1887 when the entire 
area was destroyed by fire.

4. The building was commenced under a contract awarded May 9, 1892, 
to J.J. and I.N. Day, was completed and occupied February 1, 1895; 
the cost of construction was $160,548.33. (1)

5. The Old Post Office was the first Federal Building constructed 
in San Jose.

6. Building sold to the City of San Jose for use as public library 
in 1935.

7. Building now houses the San Jose Fine Arts Gallery.



(1) History of Public Buildings under the Control of the Treasury 
Department, Washington Government Printing Office, 1901.
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