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Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1 1. Town Brookline MRA
'Address 209 Newton Street
Name Isaac Child House
Present use Residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner R. S J. B. Jenney
Description: >
Date Prior to 1740

OME OLD BROOKLINE HOUSES
Source bv Nina Fletcher Little

Style
4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Information not available
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Vinyl siding
See attached map. Ne

Outbuildings (describe)Garage S pool

Newton Quadrangle

UM Reference: 19/323300/A686260 Other features 3" stories (front), 2h
Map #: AO stories(back) ; I*s-story rear ell;

3 bavs on main mass, railings on

2; 2 covered porches w/arches; bull
eye glass in door;pilasters w/heavy
cornice; cornerboards.

Acreage: 4 acres.

Altered Y es* Date

Moved Date

Lot size; ,900 sqg. ft.

One acre or less Over one acre X
Approximate frontage 75 !

Approximate distance of building from street

. 75'
1875 - Raised, grond floor added. . N 6. Recorded by Carla Benka
192 3 - Interior alterations. *
1928 - Servants quarters. e i- e Organization BHC
195 3 - 3 doors cut; wi ndow enlaged.
1956 - Renove wi ndow and door;install Date Sept 1979

triple w ndow.
(over) ~

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) ' Isaac Child
Original use slpgle family residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural * Education Religion
Architectural , y Exploration/ Science/

The Arts . settlement invention
Commerce Industry AnnAN - Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development y Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

During the first half of the 17th century, this property was

part of the land holdings of Griffin Bowen; by the mddle of the

| 8th century, theland had been divided between Bowen's two great -
grandchildren, Joshua and Issac Child. Although written evidence can
not place this house earlier than 1790, | ti spossible that thisi s
the same house Issac Child built I n1715. Heavy summer beans, wide
floor boards, batten doors, and strap hinges indicate that at |east
materials from an older building were used i nthe construction of this
one.

There have been a number of changes i nthe structure of the Issac
Child House, the nost dramatic of which was conmpleted i nl875 by .
Willard A Hunphrey*who, according t oHarriet Wods, "raisedand

| mproved” the property. Hunphrey Iliterally raised the house and
changed i t from a twostory toathree story structure. He built the
present ground floor whose heavy trim i s characteristic of the period.

In 1923, t helnterior was altered; i n1953, three doors were cut and
a wi ndow enlarged, andi n1956, a wi ndow and door were removed anda
triple window Installed. <

209 Newton Street neets NRcriteria G being anunusual exanple of an 18t h century
honmest ead™ one of | ess than one dozen remaining i ntheentire town.

* Hunphrey was a vegetable farmer, according t othe 1881 Directory,
and a nenier of the General Court i n 1872 and 1873.

10, Bibliography and/ or references (such as | ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) .
Harriet Wods - Historical Sketches of Brookline L= e

Nina Fletcher Little- Sone Ol dBrookline Houses . .
Theodore Jones - Land Ownership i nBrookline . . :
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Child, Isaac, House (Brookline MRA)
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MASSACHUSETTS

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:

Action: __kc=rACCEPT
* resubmission -fii' in "Uifi RETURN
« nomination by person or local government BatiQsal Ite«is*er REJECT.
O owner objection Federal Agency:
Q apped
Substantive Review: e sample e request CZl appeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Stitu* Present Ute
Public Acquisition Accenlble

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chak ane Cheek one

excellent im deteriorated unaltered + original site
O good n ruins altered *  moved date.
o fair rn unexposed

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

e completeness * '

e clarity -1 .
e alterations/integrity

| |dates - -

boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significanceo/)0 par*prap/)*

« summary paragraph

e completeness *
e clarity
+ applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked
« relating significance to the resource

e context t

« relationship of integrity to significance !/,
e justification of exception ,
» other

9. Major Bibliographical Referencas

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

*  Maps
e Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be drected to.

Signed. Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

" eomfk
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