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historic name. Silver Hill Historic District
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state Massachusetts codeJVIA_ county Middlesex .code 017 zip code 02493
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« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
BtTieets « does not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally »« statewideBiocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)p”
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Name of Property

5. Classifir.atinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

JL private _ building(s)

_ public-local jidistrict

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

nla

6. Function or l.cte
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from Instructions)
DOMESTIC: single, multiple dvt/ellings, secondary
structures

TRANSPORTATION: railroad bridge

7. Descriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

| ATP VICTORIAN Italianate Queen Anne

LATE 19" & 2Q" CENTURY REVIVALS: CQIlonial Rev,

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

£5 14 .building
sites

. structures

objects

AA. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions

(Enter categories from Instructions)
DOMESTIC: single riwellings, secondary structures

TRANSPORTATION- railroad bridge

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite, brick

walls WOOD: shingle, weatherboard
roof. ASPHALT
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Silver Hill Historic District isaresdentia neighborhood located in the northwest corner of
the town of Weston, a Boston suburb. The district of gpproximately 54 acresincludes part of
Merriam Street, a scenic country road dating back to the early settlement of the town, as well as
Silver Hill Road and part of Westland Road, which were laid out in 1905 as part of Weston's
first large-scde subdivison. Many of the houseson Merriam Street date from the 1890sand first
yearsof the 20th century, while houseson Silver Hill and Westland Roeds date primarily
between 1906 and 1941. The oldest housein the district was built in 1892 and the mog recent in
2002, with the majority from the early 20th century.

The digtrict contains atotal of 80 resources 79 buildingsand one railroad bridge. Sixty-six are
contributing and 14 are non-contributing buildings congtructed after 1954. Of the 65 contributing
buildings, 24 are bams, garages or other outbuildings, and the rest are resdences. The one- ad
two-gtory housesrangein szefrom about 1,000 to 4,500 squarefeet. Lot 9zesrange from two-
thirds of an acreto about 1Vi acres.

Silver Hill isone of only afew turn-of-the-century neighborhoods in Weston and contains the
type of solidly constructed, middle-class Quean Anne and Colonial Reviva housssthat are
typica inother Boston suburbs but not common in Weston. Almost dl the houses are of wood-
frame construction with shingle or dgpboard sheething. Many are s&t on high fieldstone
foundations and have generous front porches. Silver Hill Road hes a cohedveness created by
harmonies of scde, style, and massing. Houses generdly share a common setback line, adding to
the visua unity of a neighborhood. Visua interest is enhanced by the varied topography, with
many houses set on dight rises. Slone wallsand soneretaining walls add landscape interest, as
do the mature trees and shrubs. Common house types include the 1Vi story gable-front house
built using either Quean Anne or Colonid Reviva detailing on the porch, as well as the early
20th century "Four Square,” the traditionalfive-bayColonia Revival, and amyriad of smple
1 '/2-gory cottages. Asistypica of Weston, mog houssswithin the Silver Hill Historic District
have limited architectura embdlishment.

The earliest housesin the Silver Hill Historic District are located on Merriam Sirest and include
the Roland Rand House a 227 Merriam $t.(1892, MHC #226, Map #37; bam: MHC #227), the
Wado C. Hill House & 231 Merriam Street (1896, MHC# 601, Map #38), the Albert.

Harding House a 222 Merriam Street (1900, MHC #606, Map #53) and 181 Merriam Street
(cal902, MHC #600, Map#30, Phato #8). All four are 22 story, gable-front Queen Anne
houses with porches across the front. The Hill House hes been dtered by the addition of
duminum or vinyl sding and by screening the front porch, but retains itsform and massing.

(continued)
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Both 227 and 181 Merriam havetypical Quean Anne featureslike pattemed shingles inthe gabdle
and tumed porch pogswith decorative brackets. 181 Merriam Stregt is important becausethe
house visualy marks the entrance into the Silver Hill Historic District from the south.

In 1900-1901, three subgtantia houses were added on the eet Sde of Merriam Stredt, all built by
membersof the samefamily. The Frank and Carrie Brooks House a 245 Merriam St.(1901,
MHC #602, Map #40) isa 3 x 2 bay, 2/2 sory Colonial Reviva with ahipped roof ax
prominent one-gory center entrance porch. The square massng of the houseis broken by a two-
dory polygona bay inthe center of the front facade. Thishouseis clad with uminum or vinyl
sding. Jud north of Brooks house, his brother-in-law, Charles Pegkes and aster Mabd built the
cdgpboard housea 255 Merriam Street (1901, MHC #228, Map #41, Photo #3. Bam, MHC#
229). Thisisdsoa?2 x 3 bay, 2/2 gory Colonia Reviva with awrgparound porch and smple
cdasscd detailing including a Pdladian window in the gable. Next door isahousehbliilt for
Brooks widowed mother, Arvilla Sfickney, & 261 Merriam &, (1901, MHC #603, Map #42,
Photo #3). The comer polygona tower and polygona cap onthis 2/2 sory shingled house make
it more daborate than other Queen Anne examples in the district. The houseis st with its gable
end to the dreat and features a pedimented entrance porch with tumed and chamfered porch
pogsand asmplerailing.

In 1905, the Weston Land A ssociation began devel oping the west Sde of Merriam Street. Silver
Hill and Westland Roadswere laid out with 89 lotsranging in 9zefrom gbout 12 acreto over
one acre, ome of which were st up to sall as double lots. One of the first houses, built for
Window and Alice Washbum a 198 Merriam Street (1905, MHC #598, Map #27, Photo #4)
dandsa aprominent comer a the entrance into the subdivision. The shingled "Four Square' hes
ahiproof add generouswrgparound porch across the front and north sde. The housestson a
highfiel dstonefoundation with arched openings a the besamant level endlosed with semi-
circular lattice pands. Thefieldstoneis built up abovethe leve of the first floor, forming a porch
endosure that subdtitutes for arailing. Simple porch columns are grouped in pairs. The house
hes bay windows and dso large centrd hip-roofed dormers with paired windows, facing to the
front and north sde.

Four yearslater, dmos the exact same house—ds0 designed by George Srou— wias built for
Edmund and Cora McKenney, a 40 Silver Hill Road on the comer of Westland Road (1909,
MHC #594, Map #20, Photo #1). The Washbum house d0 bearsadistinct stylistic smilarity to
the r/2 sory Frank & Margaret Whelpley House a 4 Silver Hill Road (1912, MHC #591, Map
#14), dsothought to have been designed by Strout. Like the Washburn and McKenney houses
4 Silver Hill Road hes a highfiel dstonefoundation with arched openings filled with semi-'
circular lattice. Thefiel dstonefoundation here accommodates a change in grade, as the house is

(continued)
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st onarise. The front porch is supported with smple wooden columns on sone posts, with
railings between the pogts. Like the Washbum and McKenney houses, 4 Silver Hill Road
features bay windows as well as hip-roofed dormers on the front and sSde facades.

Another of the subgtantia early housesin the Silver Hill neighborhood is44 Silver Hill Road
(1906, MHC #595, Map#21, Photo #1), aprominently located corner house The housewas
built as atwo-family, with the second living unit on the sscond floor. It isdapboard, with 3x5
bays a cross gable roof, and an irregular fenedtration pattern. The front facade facing Silver Hill
Road features atwo-gory bay a left, aone-gtory,flat-roof edentrance porch, wide overhanging
eaves with show rafters, apent eve between the second and attic stories, and a sunburst pattem a
the pesk of the gable.

Grouped around this corner and dong the south end of Silver Hill Road isacollection of early
20th century houses that together give the neighborhood its specid sanse of place. Likethose
mentioned above, all were built within the first decede after the land was subdivided. On the eest
dde of the road, the Walter Resd House a 31 Silver Hill Road (1910, MHC #590, Map #8,
Photo # 5) isa2 x 2 bay gambrd-roofed Colonial Revival, which features afront-facing gambre
wall gable and awrgparound porch with square posts and smple curved brackets. The Frank and
Grace Car House a 37 Silver Hill Road (1909, MHC #589, Map #7, Photo # 6) isa 1 Vi dory, 2
X 3 bay early 0™ century example with afront-facing geble and screened-in porch across the
front. The Henry and Amy Lawrence House a 49 Silver Hill Road (1911, MHC #587, Map #5,
Photo # 7) is another of the neighborhood's gable-front, houses, this one with Colonia Revival
detailing. The front facade hes a hip-roofed entrance porch and bay window. There arelintels
over the windows on the second and third floorsand dentils a the roofline. The garage, \yhich
gopears contemporary with the house, is 1 Vi dories with alarge vehicle opening, eliptical
fanlight window above, jerkinhead gable, and horse weethervane (MHC #588)

On the west dde of the street, the Almon and ArabellaWright House a 24 Silver Hill Road
(1906, MHC #230, Map #17) is alae Quean Anne cottage with porch. The William Frank
Tucker House a 28 Silver Hill Road (1906, MHC #593, Map #18) is a sraightforward 3-bay
Colonid Reviva dted on ahill. The Edward Parkhurs House a 14 Silver Hill Road (1907,
Map #15, MHC #592), now being restored, features anotable shingle-style porch. The Percy and
Ethd Rand House a 12 Westland Road (1911, MHC #597, Map #26) isasolidly built Colonid
Reviva with centra entrance porch, paired columns, and atumed railing and baustrade.

Of the early 20th century houses the only brick example isthe Ruby Howard House a 204
Merriam Street (1911, MHC #607, Map#54). Thisbrick Colonial Revival on acorner Ste aop
awooded hill features an endosed, brick-pedimented entrance vedtibule, sde sunporch, and
shingled dormers.

(continued)
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Also notable within the digtrict are two hendsome Colonia Reviva examples built across from
each other in 1917 and 1920. Both are traditional 5x 2 bay, 2/a sory examples with the gable
end to the sde. The Howard and Hora Stone House a 55 Silver Hill Road (1917, MHC # 586,
Map #4) isnotable for itsdoorway with elliptical fanlight, pedimented portico with paired
columns, and sde sunporch with highfiel dstonefoundation. The charmingfiel dstonegarage,
designed with the gambrd roof facing the street, was added about 1922. Acrossthe dredt, the
Henry and Mabel Grimwood House a 54 Silver Hill Road (1920, MHC #596, Map #22) isd<0
atraditionafive-bayColonia Reviva housewith aone-gory porch on eech gable end, one
sreened and one with glass windows.

A discusson of the architecturein the Siver Hill digrict would nat be complete without nating
the prevalence of small, 1 Vi 2ory houses located bath on Merriam Strest and occasonally within
the subdivison. Of thesethe mad architecturally detailed is the Dutch Colonial cottagea 230
Merriam Street (ca.l926, MHC #605, Mg #51), with its hood over the center entrance doar,
upparted on heavy brackes The shingled cottage built for Frederick and Martha Kenyon a

24 Meariam Sredt (1911, MHC #604, Map 47) is 2t on the high promontory reached by
fieldstone geps and featureswide overhanging eaves with braces a front soreened porch, and
1591 sash. Other 1  dory oottagesindude 185, 217, 230,235,242,246,268,269, and 271
Merriam Street and 37, 56 and 67 Silver Hill Road.

In recent years, many houssswithin the district have been renovated and expanded, generdly in
ways sendtive to the original. Attractive new Shingle Style houses have been built & 43 Silver
Hill Road (Mg #6) in 1996 and 22 Silver Hill Road (Mg #16) in 1999. Both these houses
occupy the unused part of what were formerly double lots, eliminating some open Soece but not
replacing original smctures. A well-proportioned gable-front Quean Anne Reviva was '
congructed a 213 Merriam Street (Map #34) in 2001, replacing alate 1%th century house that
hed not been well maintained. Preservation efforts and the use of historical sylesfor new
constmction have helped to kegp the integrity of the district Srong overall.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

_Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
1R9?-1954

Significant Dates
1905

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

George Strout, J.R. Worcester (civil engineer)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets."
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_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
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_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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8 SGNIHCANCE

The Silver Hill Historic District, Weston, retains its integrity of location, design, setting,
materiads, workmanship, feeling, and association; and fulfills CriteriaA and C of the National
Regiger a the loca level.

Under Criterion A, the Silver Hill Higtoric District isimportant to Weston history as thelocation
of the town'sfirst large-scale subdivision. The Weston Land Association was organized in 1906
to meat agrowing need for middle dasshousing. To raise the money to purchase land, the
associaion sold shares Two curvilinear Sregtswere laid out with regularly-spaced house lots.
Silver Hill was only the second, and by far the largest, Weston example of this relatively-new
type of "suburban™ planned deveopment, sometimes referred to as a"'garden suburb.” The fact
that the Weston Land Association was ajoint sock association funded by middle dass
entrepreneursdiffers from other Weston subdivisons laid out by large estate owners. Early
owners included skilled tradesmen and white collar workers.

Under Criterion C, the Silver Hill Historic District contains adiverse collection of architecturadly
notable houses st dong one of Weston's early scenic roads and within the early-20th century
subdivision. The districtis exclusvely resdentid and includes Queen Anne and Colonia

Revival housssranging in datefrom 1892 to 1941, aswell as 10 houseshbuilt after World Wer 1.
Because housss have continued to be built within the Silver Hill Historic District up to the
present day, the period of significance soans from 1892 (the date of the earliest house) to. 194
(the 50-year cut-off date).

Criterion A

Weston was predominantly afarming community from its incorporationin 1713 through much
of thel9th century. It was gparsdly settled except dong the well-traveled Boston Post Road (US
Route 20) inwhat is now the town center and ong another magjor thoroughfare. North Avenue
(MA Route 117), in the areanow known as Kendd Green. The construction of the Fitchburg
Railroad in the 1840s stimulated additiona development around the Kenda Green railroad
dation but not a the railroad's other gop on Merriam Street a the edgeof the proposed Silver
Hill Historic District.

The history of the Silver Hill Historic District can be sgparated into two phesesreflective of
differencesin Weston's growth patternsin the 19th and 20th centuries. Because of its relatively

(continued)
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remote location, the northem end of Merriam Street developed dowly in the town'sfirst two
centuries. Until the 1890s, the section of Merriam Street that lieswithin the district had only two
houses, one on eech Sde of the dtreet, while the land nearby was usaed for farming. This part of
Merriam Stregt began to devdop inthe late 19th century following a pattem common within the
town as awhole until well into the 20th century. Frontage lots of widely varying shepes and 9zes
were cregted dong existing roads in responseto the desires of individual purchasers The
Fitchburg Railroad was congtructed in the 1840sand had agtop a Silver Hill by 1875 if not
earlier. Even with proximity to rail trangportation, there was minima demand for middle dass
"suburban” housing in what still arural, agricultura community. By the 1890s the presence of
the railroad was clearly an attraction. One of the earliest resdents, Roland Rand, built his house
a 227 Merriam Street (MHC  #226, Map #37, bam: MHC #227) in 1892. Rand was ametd
pipe maker who worked a the Hook & Hagtings organ factory. The company, which employed
70 workers, had moved to Weston from Boston in 1889 and was only one siop away by railroad.
Rand purchased hisorigina 15 acresof land from Adaliza Parsons, daughter of farmer Eli
Bemis A few yearslater, Rand sold four acresto Wado C. Hill, awatchmaker described in
canaus records as a'job magter.” Hill built 231 Merriam Street (1896, MHC #601, Map #38)
and probably used the railroad to commute to the watch factoriesin Watham. 222 Merriam
Street (1900, MHC #606, Map #53) was buih in 1900 for Albert E. Harding, who islisted in
directories as a carpenter.

In 1895, Edward C. Cabot of Brookline sold 105 acreson Merriam Street to Frank H. Brooks of
Wadtham, a sdlesman and later one of the owners of an Orienta carpet company on Cand Street.
in Boston. Onthe 1896 Weston tax records, Brooksistaxed for asmdl dwelling, vaued a
$700, and dso for ahorse, cow, 90 hens, and abam. In 1900, Brooks sold off seven aoes—
largely to family membas—and built himself a subgtantia Colonia Reviva house a 245
Merriam S$t.(1901, MHC #602, Map #40), vaued in tax records a $3,500. According to
Brooks nephew, Raymond Washbum, Brooks had alarge chicken and duck farm onthis
property, with three or four long poultry housesbehind the house. The birds produced 15-20
bushd's of eggsaday, which Raymond packed in boxes after school, wrapping eech egg
separady inbrown pgper. Hisfather, Window Washbum, would carry the eggs in two large
auitcases, onthetrainto his job a the Watham Watch Company, where he sold them to fellow
workers.

Brooks sold three acres to his widowed mother, Arvilla Stickney, who built the distinctive Quean
Annehousea 261 Merriam St. (1901, MHC #603, Map#42, Photo # 3). Brooks aso sold two
agesto his brother-in-law, Charles E. Pegkes abookkesper listed in the 1906-7 directory as
treesurer of FE. Atteaux & Co of Boston, manufacturer and importer of dyesand chemicas.

(continued)
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Pegkes built the handsome Colonia Reviva housea 255 Merriam Street (1901, MHC #228,
Map #41, bam MHC #229, Photo # 3). Some yearslater, in 1921, he buih ahousefor his
daughter, Mabel Brooks, a 251 Merriam Street (MHC #678, Mgy #58) directly behind his own
house.

Family relationships are important to the history of the area Carrie Brooks (Mrs. Frank) and
Mabd Pegkes (Mrs. Charles) were Sgers. Another sgter, Mrs. Farmie Thompson, owned the
farmhouse across Merriam Stret (on the Ste of the present 240 Merriam Stregt) which later
bumed down. A fourth sgter, CoraMcKenney (Mrs. Edmund) and the only brother, Window A.
Washbum, built two of the earliest housesin the new subdivision, as described in the next

paragraphs

In April, 1905, Peskes and Brooks organized the Weston Land Association. Window A.
Washbum sarved as clerk and two  years later replaced Pegkes as atrustee. In the Articles of
Association, the venture is described as a"'voluntary unincorporated joint sock association.” The
association sold 500 shares of stock, eech with apar vaue of $100, giving the venture an initial
capita of $50,000. As trustees, Brooks and Pegkeswere given full power and authority to buy,
s, or leese property; survey, plot, and improve the lands, and erect houses

The Trugtees purchased two tracts of land on the west Sde of Merriam Street acrossfrom their
homes A 30-acre-parcd bought from George Flint of Lincoln was bordered to the north by the
railroad tracks. The second piece, directly south of Flint's land, was purchased from Mary J.
Sherman. The tmdeesimmediately crested a subdivision plan drawn up by Joseph R. Worcedter,
acivil engineer who lived in Watham and hed hisoffice a 53 State Street in Boston. Two
curvilinear streets-Silver Hill and Westland Roads-were laid out with atotal of 8 lots of
varying szes. Both Silver Hill and Westland were loop roadsthat did not carry through traffic.
Many of the lotswere gpproximately 30,000 square feet, but buyers were gpparently encouraged
to purchesetwo adjoininglots. Many buyers were alowed to change the configuration of lots or
buy portions of lots. At thistime there were no zoning regulationsin Weston, o the effort to
achieve aminimum lot Sze of & least 30,000 square feet and to have common setback lines
reflects the vision of the developers.

While Silver Hill was only the second "suburban” development in Weston, thistype of
deveopment, often referred to as the "garden suburb,” dates back to the mid-19th century.
Historians looking for its origins often point to picturesque Llewellyn Park, New Jersey,
designed by Alexander Jackson Davisin the 1850s and to Riverside, Illinois, desgned by
Frederick Law Olmsted and Cavert Vaux in 1869. Both avoided the formal grid plan by using
sysemsof curving roadways to cregte arestful domestic amaosphere.

(continued)
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Theonly other subdivision of thiskind in Weston during thistum-of-the-century period was
begun in 1897 on Pigeon Hill, near astation on the Centrd Massachusetts Railroad line. There
were severd important differences between Pigeon Hill and Silver Hill. The land on Pigeon Hill
was conveniently located near the town center. Estate owner Horace Saars subdivided the hilltop
parcd into two- and three-acre lots, which were sold to well-to-do busnessmen ad
professonds, many of them part of Sears inner circle. The Pigeon Hill devdopment had only
17lots. Silver Hill, onthe other hand, was located in the more remote northwest corner of
Weston. Money for the Silver Hill devdopment came not from asingle wedlthy individual, but
rather from a stock association consgting of multiple smal investors. The investors were hoping
to capitalize on the increesing—hut still limited—demand for smdler, more affordable house lots
in atype of "garden suburb” that was new to the town. Although many of the 89 lots shown on
the plan were sold as doubles, the resulting development wes still congderably larger than
Pigeon Hill. Theorigina owners were not as well-educated or affluent as those on Pigeon Hill
and included skilled employees of the organ and watch factories, sdesmen, bookkegpers, and an
interior decorator.

No one knows, for sure, the origin of the name Silver Hill. Two stories have been handed down
from generation to generation, one that Captain Kidd came out from Boston with his " chest of
slver" and buried it a the top of the hill, and the other that the name referred to a dand of slver
birches. Severd "diggings' aop the hill have failed to uncover any treesure. The name gppears
on the 1875 Atlas of Middlesex County, which shows the Silver Hill sop on the Fitchburg
Railroad.

Some information on the new development is provided in brief notesin weekly Weston-oriented
columnsin the Wdtham Daily Free Press Tribune. OnApril 7, 1905, the newspaper reported on

progress

The Weston Land Co's holdings at Slver Hill are being surveyed and the streets laid out

by J. R. Worcester. Grading the streets will begin at an early date and be completed by

May. Mother Nature has done morefor this charming spot than money could accomplish, the
rolling surface, partly wooded and partly cultivated, with curved streets winding through the
trees, making itresemble anatural park.

TheApril 28, 1905 issue added "The Weston Land Association are setting out somefine sugar
maple treeson Silver Hill Rd."

Lots sold briskly in the first year. According to newspgper reports, the Weston Land Association
sold 380,000 square feet in ten days during the month of May, 1905. By the end of the yeer, nine

(continued)
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individual owners had purchased atota of fifteen lots and Peskess company, F.E.Atteaux, hed
bought six lots on Westland Road. Three of the first nine individual owners were membarsof the
Washbum family. They bought three prominent comer parcds, a 198 Merriam Street and 40 and
44 Silver Hill Road, and built subgtantia, well-designed homes that st the character for the new
neighborhood. The Window Washbum House a 198 Merriam Street (1905, MHC #598, Map
#27, Photo #4), one of the first to be completed in the new subdivision, was located & the comer
of Westland Road & the entrance into the subdivision from Merriam Street. Washbum was a
watchmeker a Watham Watch Company, where hiswife, Alice, dso worked. In later years,
Washbum worked as atime lock ingpector for banks, traveling throughout Canedato repair the
time piecesthat regulated bank safes. Washburn dso served as clerk and later trustee of the
Weston Land Association. The housea No. 198 is still owned by one of the Washburn's two
0ns, Raymond, who was bom in 1899 and hes lived in the house snce its constmction. No. 44
Silver Hill Road (1906, MHC #595, Map #21, Photo #1), the only two-family housein the
neighborhood, was built by Weston Land A ssociation trustee and Washbum brother-in-law,
Charles Pegkes Pegkes who lived a 255 Merriam Strest, is thought to have built this housees a
renta property and as an example of the Sze of houseshe wanted to see in the new subdivision.

New houssshbuilt within the first few yearsvaried significantly insze. The largest, including
those built by Washbum and Peskes, were vaued for tax purposesa $3,000 to $4,500. Others
were less subgtantial dmctures vaued as low as $1,000. In 1906, William Frank Tucker, an
"organfinisher" probably employed a the Hook & Hastings Company, built the house a 28
Silver Hill Road (1906, MHC #593, Mgp#18). Tucker died only afew yearslater, leaving his
wife Loretta, son Gardner, who was amusic teacher, and daughter Alice, ateacher. Another of
the houses completed by 1906 wes 24 Silver Hill Road (MHC #230, Map #17), built for Almon
and ArabelaWright. Edward Parkhurst built two houses, one on Westland and the other a 14
Silver Hill Road (1907, MHC #592, Map#15). Lyman Wright buih 268 M erriam Street (1908,
Map #45, MHC #657), which was part of the subdivison. A housenearly identical to 198
Merriam Street was erected in 1909 a 40 Silver Hill Road (1909, MHC #594, Map #20, Photo
#1) for Edmund K. and Cora McKenney. Corawas another of the five Washbum siblings.
McKenney worked for the J. M. Massman Company of New Y ork, manufacturers of safes and
bank vaults. Alsoin 1909, Frank and Grace Carr were first taxed for the housea 37 Silver Hill
Road (MHC #589, Map #7, Photo #6).

Building continued a a geedy pacein the 1910s Water Reed, listed in the 1909 directory asa
bookkegper in Boston, built 31 Silver Hill Road in 1910 (MHC #590, Map #8, Photo #5). Four
houssswere buih in 1911-12. No. 49 Silver Hill Road (MHC #587, Map #5) was buih by Henry
Lawrence, dso abookkegper inBoston, and hiswife, Amy. No. 254 Merriam Street (MHC#
601, Map#47) was built by Frederick L. and MarthaKenyon. Frederick islisted in the 1921

(continued)
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Weston directory as an interior decorator on Cand Stregt in Bogton. 12 Westland Road (1911,
MHC #597, Map#26), vaued a $3,500 in 1912, was owned by Ethd and Percy Rand, who
worked a a sporting goods sore. No. 204 Merriam Street (1911, MHC #607, Map #54) was
built by Philip Howard, who died before the house was completed. Hiswidow. Ruby Howard,
lived there for many yearswith their four children. Another prominent Comer |ot was bought by
Margaret Whelpley of Watham, who built 4 Silver Hill Road (MHC #591, Map #14). Although
it isonly VA dories, thishouse bearsa strong stylistic smilarity to thosea 198 Merriam Street
and 40 Silver Hill Road and was probably desgned by George Strout or inspired by the house a
198 Merriam Street. Henry and Flora Stone built atraditional Colonid Revival house a 55
Silver Hill Road (1917, MHC #586, Map #4) in 1917. Henry Sone islistedin directories asa
sdesman. In 1920, Mabel and Henry Grimwood built aColonial Reviva housea 54 Silver Hill
Road (MHC #596, Map #22) that was smilar to No. 55 across the street. Henry Grimwood
worked for agore inLincoln, and mede ddiveries with a horse and wagon. Subsequent houses
built in the 1920s to early 1940s filled in many of the remaining lots. Lotson Westland Road
sold more dowly than those on Silver Hill Road, and many purchesarsbuilt smal M2 sory
cottagesthat were not as subgtantid or distinctive as their Silver Hill Road counterparts.

Behind the Charles Pegkes House a 44 Silver Hill Road was awell with afull-size pumphouse

Water was pumped from the well into atank onthe top of the hill oppogte the railroad station a

the comer of Merriam and Silver Hill Road. According to Raymond Washbum, his aunt, Carrie

Brooks, walked over here from her house on Merriam Street every day to tum onthe pump. This
water system served the neighborhood until the town took over the water supply in the 1920s

In recent years, the combination of distinctive architecture, quiet dreets, and aneighborly
amogphere hes mede Silver Hill and Westland Roads popular with young families. On Westland
Road, many of the origina houses have been condderably dtered or tom down and replaced by
new residences lesscompatible in Sze, style, setback, and massing. Itisfor this reason that the
historic district doesnot includeal of the origina Silver Hill subdivision.

Criterion C

The architecture of houseswithin the district ranges from vemeacular examples to solid, well-
congtmcted examples representing typica early 20th century styles. The earliest housssare
Quean Annein style and are generdly smple, gable-front structures with one-story porches
aoross the front. The mogt detailed examples are the Roland Rand House a 227 Merriam Street
(1892, MHC #226, Map#37; bam: MHC #227) and 181 Merriam Street (ca.l902, MHC #600,
Map #30, Photo #8). Both of these houses have been enlarged and remodded. They havetypica

(continued)
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Quean Aime porch pogts and patterned shingles in the gable, dthough someof these details may
date from recent renovations. Three adjacent houses on the eest Sde of Merriam Stredt, built for
three family membersin 1901, were larger and more daborate than their earlier counterparts and
form anotable ensemble These three houses are the Frank Brooks House & 245 Merriam
Street (1901, MHC #602, Map #40), Charles PeekesHouse & 255 Merriam Street (1901, MHC
#228, Map #41, bam MHC #229, Photo # 3) and Arvilla Stickney House & 261 Merriam Street
(1901, MHC #603, Map #42, Photo #3).

Ore of the first and mogt important of the housesin the 1906 Weston Land Association
subdivision was the shingled "Four Square’ house built for Window and Alice Washburn & 193
Merriam Street (1905, MHC #598, Map #27, Photo #4). Becauseit was buih by one of the
principalsinvolved in the devdopment and dandsat the Westland Road entrance into the
subdivision, the Washburn House was probably intended to demondrate the Sze and type of
housethat investors hoped would be built in the new neighborhood. The Washbum house was
designed by Waltham architect George Strout and congmcted by H.D. Bearddey, d<o of
Waltham. Because the houseis till occupied by the son of the original owners, it isremarkably
intact. The shingles retain their origina dark brown stain and yellow trim color. The brown sain,
commonly used on late 19th and early 20th century shingled housesin Weston, is now relatively
rare. Interiorsat 198 Merriam Street have dso remained  unchanged.

Four yearslater, dmost the exact same house—ds0 designed by George Srou— wies built for
Washbum's brother-in-law and sgter, Edmund and Cora McKenney, & 40 Silver Hill Road on
the comer of Westland Road (1909, MHC #594, Map #20, Phato #1). The Washbum house dso
bearsadistinct stylistic smilarity tothe 1Yi story Frank & Margaret Whelpley House a 4 Silver
Hill Road (1912, MHC #591, Map#14), ds0 desgned by Strout or inspired by his earlier works.
Like the Washbum and McKenney houses. No. 4 Silver Hill Road hes the same hipped roof, hip
roofed dormers, front porch, and highfiel dstonefoundation with arched openings filled with
semi-circular lattice.

Architect George Strout, who practiced in Watham in the late 19th and early 20th century, wes
not well-known in the Grester Boston areabut is credited with anumber of notable buildings on
the north Sde of Weston. He designed two housesfor the Thurston family, both within the
Kenda Green Higtoric Digtrict. The Thurston Cottege a& 153 North Avenue (1902) isa fine
Shingle Style example notable for design, siting and qudity of thefiel dstonefoundation and
retaining walls—aquality ssen dso inthe Silver Hill examples. The Thurston Bungaow a 147
North Avenue (1904) is an unusud rustic log bungaow with Craftsman influences. Strout dso
designed the 1900 Colonia Reviva-style Methodist Church, which isno longer extant. In
Cambridge, he designed duplexes & 119, 121, 127 and 133 Appleton Street and 258 and 264
Huron Avenue, al dating to about 1917.

(continued)
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Another of the important early housssinthe Silver Hill neighborhood is44 Silver Hill Road
(1906, MHC #595, Map#21, Photo #1), aprominently located corner house built within the first
year of the new subdivision by one of the tmstees, Charles Pegkes The houseis notable for
details like the wide overhanging eaveswith show rafters, pet eve, and sunburg pattern in the
gable 44 Silver Hill Road isthe only housein the digtrict that was not congtructed as asingle
family unit. By developing atwo-family renta property with goartments on eech floor, Peekes
could afford to build a substantid houseto anchor an important comer in the heart of the
neighborhood.

Mog of the houseswithin the Silver Hill Historic District were congtructed before World War 11,
but development has continued through the present day. Nine houses date after 1954. Some of
the post-World Wear |1 house designs, particularly the ca. 1955 ranch house a 5 Silver Hill Road
(Map #13), do not take neighborhood characterisfics into account. More recent examples of infill
constmction have been more successful. In the late 1990s, as the price of land increased, owners
of two double lots sold off their extralot, and compatible new Shingle Style houseswere added
a 22 and 43 Silver Hill Roads (Map #16 and #6). In 2001, asmal 1890s housea 213
Merriam Street (Map #34) with little remaining architecturd detailing was replaced with a
larger houseinalate1%th century Queen Anne farmhouse mode. In 2002, aNeoVictorian house
was built on an undeveloped lot a 226 Merriam Street (Map #52). The successful preservation
of ahousea 14 Silver Hill Road (1907, MHC #592, Map #15) in 2003 isan indication that the
historic character of the neighborhood is recognized and valued. Becausered edtateprices in
Wesgton are high and many houseswithin the district are not as large or up-to-date as new buyers
would like, expansons will continue and teer downs will remain athreat. The Weston Historical
Commission has worked to increase architectural avareness and encourage preservation efforts.

The snseof cohesvenessand overdl integrity is not present in the portions of Westland Road
* outsde the Silver Hill Historic District. Westland Road developed more dowly than Silver Hill
Road and many of the lots were developed with modest frame cottages with little architectura
interest. Over the past two decades, these have bean replaced with new houses many of which
ae condderably larger in square footage than any of the pre-World War 11 examples. Because of
major inconsstencies of sSze, scae, tyle and age of houses most of Westland Road hes not bean
included within the district boundaries.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Silver Hill Historic Didtrict are outlined by the black line on the atached
mep entitled "Silver Hill Higtoric Digtrict: Town of Weston Assessor'sMap.” Map and parcd
numbers are listed on the Silver Hill District Data Sheet. The boundary includes the entire parcd
of each nominated property in the district and followsthe reer lot lines.

Boundary Justification

The Silver Hill Historic District includesthe best preserved section of the Silver Hill subdivision,
which was developed primarily during the period 1905-1941. Thedistrict includes al properties
on Silver Hill Road and three houses on a short section of Westland Road which forms a
continuation of Silver Hill Road out to Merriam Stredt.

Thedistrict includes al houses on the west Sde of Merriam Street between No. 194 and No. 268.
Many of the houseson thissde of Merriam Street were part of the Silver Hill development. The
northem boundary on Merriam Strest is drawn to include the Merriam Street Bridge but exdude
the Boston and Maine railroad tracks and right of way. Deveopment paiterns on the north Sde of
the railroad tracks are unrelated to the Silver Hill neighborhood. The southern boundary on the
wes 5de of Merriam Stregt is st & the origina boundary of the Silver Hill subdivison (at the
south boundary line of No. 19 Merriam Street). Houses south of this point were built in the late
1950s and early 1960s.

Houses dong the eedt Sde of Merriam Street were not part of the Silver Hill subdivison. This
section of the road isincluded becauseit contains notable late 19th and early 20th century
houses, some of which were assodiated with the origina trustees of the subdivision. The house a&
No. 251 Merriam Strest isincluded becauseof historica relationships, even thoughit hes no
frontage on Merriam Street. The southern boundary on the eest Sde of the dreet is st on the
bedsof architecture and date of construction. Notable housesa No. 172 and No. 181 are
included. South of No. 172 are housesbuilt in the 1970s

The remainder of Westland Road (No. 24 toNo. 102) isnot included in the district, even though
it was part of the original Silver Hill development. The reeson isthat this areaof Westland
developed more dowly than Silver Hill Road, and many of the original houses have been heavily
dtered or tom down and replaced by large new houses Although someof the origina houses do
survive, the character of this section of the neighborhood has been consderably dtered.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Pamnda Fox
Negatives. & Weston Historical Commission

40, 44 Silver Hill Road, looking S (McKermey House)

44, 54, 49, 37 Silver Hill Road, looking N (Lawrence, Grimwood Houses)
255, 261 Merriam Street, looking NE  (Pegkes Stickney Houses)

198 Merriam Strest, looking W (Window/Alice Washbum House)

31 Silver Hill Road, looking E (Reed House)

37 Silver Hill Road, looking E (Carr House)

49 Silver Hill Road, looking E (Lawrence House)

181 Merriam Strest, looking E

N WNE

(end)
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24 Silver Hill Rd 1906
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28 Silver Hill Rd 1906
31 Silver Hill Rd 1910
31 Silver Hill Rd 1951
34 Silver Hill Rd c. 1929
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40 Silver Hill Rd 1909
40 Silver Hill Rd 1909
43 Silver Hill Rd 1996
44 Silver Hill Rd 1906
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Howard & Flora Stone House

Percy & Ethd Rand House

Larry Tiemey House
Charles Cahill House

Weston Forest and Trail Assoc. Silver Hill Road
Consarvation Land
Merriam Stret Bridge, MBTA RR bridge Merriam Srest 1926
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The Commonwedth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonvvedth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

June 24, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW  8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dexr Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:

Silver Hill HD, Wegton, (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes beaen voted digible by the Slate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthe district were
notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.
Ore letter of objection has bean received.
We request expedited review of thisnomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Frfedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. PamdaFox, Consultant
Sussnanne Haber, Planning and Economic Devel opment
Judy Markland, Weston Historica Commission
Joan B. Vernon, Weston Board of Sdectmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/'sec/mhc



RECEIVED

251 Meriam Stregt
Weston, MA 02493-1350

March 1,2004 MASS HIST. COMW

Betsy Friedberg

National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

RE: Silver Hill National Regiger Higtoric District, Weston
Dear Ms. Friedberg:
Thiswill acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated February 26, 2004.

Enclosed isacopy of my first letter, dong with acopy of the envelope showing to whom it was
address=d.

Also encdlosed isacopy of my tax bill from the town of Weston. | have been the sole ovmer of
the property a 251 Merriam Stregt, Weston, shce March 17, 1989, whenmy mother passed

avay.

| reiterate that | do not want my property apart of the Silver Hill National Register Historic
Didtrict. | find paragrgph 2 on the endlosed memorandum which was enclosed in your |letter
unbdievable in that it dates that if 50% of the people do not object, then my property will have
to belisted. | havelived in thishome snce March 9, 1945 and paid taxes snce that date.

| would think that | could gatemy position and it would berespected. | am assuming that living
in the United States we still have asay about what hgppens on certain issues.

Very truly yours,

Barbara Adler Melone
Cc Judy Marklai'id, Weston Historica Commission

Signed before methis day of/»"vt<4 2004



TOWN OF o
WESTON
WESTON, MA02493.0002

(781) 893-7320
X (781)529-0112

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

March 10, 2004

Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

re Silver Hill National Regigter District Nomination, Weston
Dear Betsy:

Weston's Board of Sdectmen met last evening and, prompted by aletter from Richard
Harding of Siver Hill Road, discussed the Silver Hill National Register nomination.

The Sdectmen requested that the Massachusatts Historical Commission be notified of
their opposition to including the sate-owned railroad bridge on Merriam Street in the
proposed district. They are awvare that the bridge and railroad sop are important in the
history of the neighborhood. However, they fed that itisin the Town's best interest to
have as few redtrictions as possible on ay sateplans for eventud replacement of the
bridge. Otherwise, they have no concerns about the nomination.

Sincerdly yours.
fTjAAIIN

Judy Markland,
Chairman

CC; Board of Sdectmen

notary





