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The Ferguson house, built in 1906-07, is constructed in the 

Renaissance Revival mode of design. In addition to the Renaissance Revival 
character there are latent flurishes of an Italianate treatment in detail 
ing and material usage./

The exterior walls are constructed of solid masonry with a total depth 
of 16 inches. The surface is of Roman dry pressed brick, manufactured in 
St. Louis, Missouri, with detailing; keystones, piatebands, and lintels, 
in smooth finished limestone. The house is two and a half stories in height 
The top story is incasted in the roof volume with projecting dormers which 
define the usable living space/ The roof covering is of heavy clay tile 
supported by wood framework. Steel beam framework was used in the second 
story plate while in all of the first level floors a concrete slab 
system was used. This marks a very early use of these materials in f 
residential construction and may be the first of this type in Lincoln. 
The house contains seventeen rooms and four and a half baths. The interior 
of the house incorporates several typical features inherent to the 
Renaissance Revival mode of design, the "grand staircase" which extends 
a full two stories, and an opulant use of highly finished mohogany wall and 
ceiling wainscoting. Also throughout the house are imported marble fire 
places.

The sleeping porches on the east and the south sides of the second 
level appear to have been added after the house was originally constructed. 
They are of wood construction with inner walls faced in brick. Also the 
ceiling joists are exposed and the window sills are wood instead of stone 
which was used in the rest of the house.

To the rear and south of the house, within the property, is a one and 
a half story frame with brick veneer structure. It was originally used as 
a carriage house and caretaker's living quarters. It was latter converted 
into a garage and is now used as storage space.

This old mansion is of such solid construction that it is today still 
in very good physical condition. Through the years there has been little 
need for repair and the only physical alterations are the addition of the 
two sleeping porches on the second floor. The interior also exists in its 
original state and is in no urgent need of redecoration.

Restricted use of this style in Nebraska can in part be explained by 
the high popularity of the Queen Anne style, enjoyed in Nebraska from 1880 
to 1910 and the continued acceptance, nationally as well as in Nebraska, 
of the Beaux-arts style from 1890 to 1940.

This old mansion reflects well the considerable success Mr. Ferguson 
experienced in his business ventures and can be considered typicalof a 
scale of building and way of life in Lincoln during the early 1900's of 
a man of Mr. Ferguson's wealth and prominence in the community and state.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ferguson House was hu^ilt by William Henry Ferguson, Lincoln 
capitalist and successful entrepreneur, in ca. 1906-07. Mr. Ferguson 
was born in Earlville, Illinois and came to Nebraska in a covered wagon 
in 1879. His start was in the farming industry where he took an active 
interest in the introduction of winter wheat into Nebraska. In 1890 he 
brought alfalfa seed from Denver. Convinced that it was the best product 
for Nebraska, he contributed substantially to this crop's introduction and 
growth in the farm markets of Nebraska.

'Mr. Ferguson gained his first vast wealth when he purchased land in 
the central lands of Nebraska during periods of financial depression. 
He would then share the profits of these lands with the men who farmed 
them for him.j/ In 1913 he owned 6,000 acres of such lands.

' Ferguson is most remembered as a successful grain merchant. In 1902 
he sold all but a few of his eighty-five to ninety grain elevators and 
wenl; into the milling business.

In the late 1890's he established the Beatrice Creamery Company, 
ounded the Western Sand and Gravel Company, and was president of the 

Lincoln Traction Company for a short time/

In 1903 Ferguson moved to Lincoln and continued to expand his busines 
ventures. Among these was the establishment of the Capitol Beach Amusemen 
Park in 1917. One of his largest concerns was the Yankee Hill Brick Co. 
in Lincoln. During its peak years this company manufactured 75,000 bricks 
per day to supply the building boom of Lincoln and its surrounding area 
in that early 19th century period.

Mr. Ferguson was also vice-president of the Tri -State Land Company, 
of Omaha. This company owned 30,000 acres of land in Scotts Bluff County, 
and undertook the building of a fifty-six mile long irrigation ditch, 
setting a precedent in Nebraska.

Ferguson died in Lincoln in November of 1937. His life, from its 
early beginnings of breaking sod and putting up hay in the York, Nebraska 
area, during the 1880 's, to Lincoln capitalist at the turn of the century, 
well exemplified the Nebraska pioneer spirit during this period.
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The Ferguson house is one of Lincoln's most outstanding old mansions. 
The house and property command an ideal location with respect to Lincoln's 
significant historic and architectural sites. It sets southeast and adjacent 
to the architecturally renown Nebraska State Capitol. Also directly to the 
rear of the Ferguson House is the Thomas P., Kennard House which serves as the 
Nebraska Statehood Memorial and is open to public tours as a historic informa 
tion service. The Kennard House is presently on the National Historic Register 
and is administered by the Nebraska State Historical Society. The district in 
which these three structures lie is one of the first settled and built upon in 
the original plat of Lincoln.

Architecturally the Ferguson house can be considered as one of the best 
examples of the Renaissance Revival mode of design in Lincoln and perhaps in 
Nebraska. The Renaissance Revival style was moderately popular in the United 
States during the late 1880's and 90's, but few examples of this style were 
built west of the Mississippi.
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