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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The B. F. Hastings Building is a two story brick building at the corner of
Second and 'J" Streets in Sacramento. It is nine bays along Second Street, and
four along "J'" Street. The building has recently been undergoing an extensive
restoration program, with the cement Second Street facade now having been
removed. New brick and mortar has been, and will be, laid, and the interior
is being completely refinished. The intention-of the restoration is to recap-
ture the early-American period, i.e. post-1848, period of Sacramento. The
national significance of this landmark derives from-the events which are
associated with the structure at 1006 Second Street, rather than any dis-
tinguishing architectural value.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
From April 1860 to March 1861, the B. F. Hastings building in Sacramento served
as the western terminus of the Pony Express. One of only two buildings still
standing associated with this brief but romantic episode in the development of
the West, the Hastings Building symboelizes the gradual drawing together of the
remote, isolated California frontier, and the more settled areas east of the
Great Divide.

HISTORY

Faced with only a three month mail service to California via a sea route around
" Cape Horn, the stagecoach and freighting firm of Russell, Majors, and Waddell,
established the Pony Express to provide faster overland mail service. They
sometimes even achieved their goal of 10 day service on the route from St.
Joseph Missouri to Sacramento, California which operated from April 1860, to
October 1861. Although they had expected otherwise, the venture was an
economic failure, and the firm never gained the mail contract it had hoped
from the U.S. government.

Expert riders were chosen, from a pool of boys and small men, who rode fleet
horses in relays, They carried half-ounce letters bearing a 10 cent U.S.
stamp, and a §5 Pony Express stamp, in four leather boxes attached to a device
called a '"mochila" especially designed for the purpose, and fitting over the
saddle. The route covered 1838 miles and included 157 stations from seven to
twenty miles apart. 'Home Stations' were located at intervals of 75 to 100
miles, with each rider changing horses from six to eight times on his ride
from station to another. After a rest period, he carried the mail in the
other direction. Among the best-known of the Pony Express riders were
William (Buffalo Bill) Cody, and "Pony Bob" Haslam.

The brief life of the Pony Express ended in 1861, when the transcontinental
telegraph line was completed in October 1861, ending all need for the former.
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the present time. The environment of the area is that of a nineteenth century
commercial district, consisting of genuine historice& buildings, mixed with
reconstructions and creations, largely in sympathy with the historic& period.



