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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A small, wood, chapel style Gothic Revival church with a.very steep gabled
goa_'"‘EEfEfIBE"Eahutnuction is board and batten, with 12" wide vertical
planks and 2" x 3" battens. '"Choice oak timber was used for walls and
roof trusses...and paneling and doors are of exceptionally fine quality.'l
The main body of the church is a simple rectangular structure with the
chancel a smaller rectangular wing at the east end. The building faces
due west. Side windows are simple lancets and there is a large triple
1ancet_indggg“ggg_g§;4gg£ the chancel. There is a\ggg}l gable-roofed
portal on the south side wi where there would normally be a tower if the
usual Richard #pjohn plan were followed. On the north side of the
chancel is a.shed-like ell which houses ‘the Vestry. . At the west portal
15 a small gable-rpafed. vestibule with a pati of vertical plank doors
ﬁﬁﬁg ; on beautiful hand-wrought ‘iron hinges. Above the door opening is
“triangular window,
All gable ends and the side roof edges of the vestry are decorated with
pierced f?EEE;i?Barge boards “of various Gothic designs. Between the

e R,

“Bargé boards “are pendants from the roof ridge. There are no pinnacles.

A few feet from the southwest corner is a free standing bell tower of
_board . and batten construction matchin that ‘of the church and presumably
contemporary “with it. The belfrey is open and covered with a small gable
roof which also has pierced tracery barge boards at the gable ends.

Two important exterior alterations have been made. The vestibule at the
west portal was buddt in fairly recent times——perhaps fifteen or so years
ago. When this was built, the original doors were brought forward. Much
more recently the vestry has been enlarged to about twice its original

size, so that it now extends farther outward (morth) and rearward (east).
The increased size is not at all inharmonious with the rest of the building,
however; if anything it might be said to improve the balance as viewed

from the east. Interiorly, electricity and central heating have been
added. Except for these changes, "St. John Chrysostom church stands
exactly as it was built over one hundred years ago.'2

. The church is set on the crest of a small knoll and is surrounded by a
small wooded churchyard cemetery. :

1. Perrin, The Architecture of Wiscong
2, Idem.
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WSTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in a young community in 1851-1853, this exception
.of Gothic Revival church architecture in wood is "Architec and
historically...an important landmark, attesting the faith of its founders
and the skill of its architect and builders."l

While the design of St. John Chrysostom church has been locally attributed
to Ralston Cox, a leader in the founding of the congregation, ,the church
was unquestionably built according to plans drawn by Richard M. Upjohn.
Before Upjohn's Rural Architecture was published in 1852, the prominent

secondary works.4

architect received many requests from small parishes which wanted appro-
priate churches but could not afford an architect's fee, asking him to
draw plans for them gratuitously.
duty to do so, and frequently did prior to publication of the book,
which was the outgrowth of the requests.2
church was begun in 1851, a year before publication of the book,"...

the resemblance of St. John Chrysestom church to the design contained

in Upjohn's book is too promounced to be coincidence. The size and
proportion of the nave, as well as chancel and sanctuary, are almost

the same as shown in the book. Even the location of the pulpit, organ,
choir stalls, and bishop's chair coincide. The triple lancet windows

in the east wall of the chancel correspond exactly. The main difference
between St. John Chrysostom and Upjohn's typical design is the omission

of the tower at the Delafield church and the substitution of a south portal
in the same location."3 1In addition, Everard Upjohn includes St. John
Chrysostom church at Delafield in the list of the great architect's

Upjohn the churchman felt it his

The ornamental refinements which so emhance the beauty of St. John
Chrysostom—-pierced tracery barge boards and other details, plus the

fine hand-wrought Iron hinges and latchés=—are.due to the fine craftsman-
| ship of the carpenter, Alden Kelly, and the local blacksmith, Jacob
Luther, respectively:SA Such refinements--and variations like the separate
Fgg}l“;ower--were to be expected as Upjohn's drawings for small country
churches "were more in the nature of general suggestions than rigid and
fixed formulae,...handled with much variation by Upjohn himself, both
before and after the appearance of the book. Distant parishes took

the same broad view and felt entirely free to modify these designs

as local conditions and expediency might suggest."6

Although St. John Chrysostem
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It is-interesting, though not surprising, that the two documented Upjohn
works in Wisconsin, both small, rural Episcopal churches, and both
exceptionally beautiful examples of their types, are situated less than
two miles apart, the other being the Chapel of St. Mary the Virgin at the

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM CHURCH

Episcopal seminary, Nashotah House.
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