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The main post office, located at 107 West Main Street in Albertville, Alabama, is in
the central business district (CBD). No historically significant buildings were
observed in the vicinity.

The building was constructed in 1931 under the WPA building program. It is typical
of many post office buildings constructed during this period in that it is a two
story with full basement brick structure with a mansard type roof. The building has
remained relatively unaltered since its construction.

The exteriof of the building is constructed with common brick which are laid with
four stretcher bonds and on the fifth row every other brick is a header bond. This
"is very unusual method of laying brick. It is probably classified best as a devia-
tion of the American bond. The roof is slight deviation of the bell-cast mansard.
The mansard sides have a greenish tint slate and the upper part is built-up tar and
gravel over felt. There are hooded dormer windows on both sides.

Windows are double hung wood sash with 12/12 lights with shaped stone lintels over
each window on the first floor. They have a lugsill made of stone on the bottom.

Around the roof line on the front and both sides there is a parapet with balustruade.
The eaves are boxed cornice style with decorated frieze constructed with concrete.
Copper flashing is around the edges of the built-up section, the vents and chimney.

The front entrance has a single story portico with composite columns. The entrance
is a three part decorated entablature with Doric style engaged columns. The
entrance is more attractive than most post offices constructed during this period.

The water table is a straight course of cut stone. The corners of the building have
quoins made of brick.

Interior construction features of the first floor consist of plaster walls and
ceilings throughout. The customer and box lobby have white marble wainscoting and
cap with green marble base. The floors are red quarry tile. Lighting is with
fluorescent fixtures encased with plastic covers. The stairway has white marble
risers and steps. There is no artwork in the lobby.

The workroom is typical of most workrooms. It has asphalt tile floors, plaster
walls and ceilings and stem mounted fluorescent lighting. Heating is provided
with gas fired hot water and cooling is with a central unit.

The basement is unfinished concrete which is used for storage only. The paint is
peeling in many places due to moisture.

The second floor is mostly unfinished. The Postal Inspector's office, swing room
and hallway have plaster walls and ceilings and vinyl tile floors.
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont'd.)

The building has been well maintained through the years. It has a section of roof
that is leaking and peeling paint on the inside and outside trim. A contract will
be let within a few weeks to correct these problems.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building has a more attractive portico than the majority of the WPA post offices.
It was constructed with excellent materials and workmanship. Since a large portion

of the older buildings in Albertville have been removed and replaced with modern
structures as part of their urban renewal program the post office is one of the few
remaining structures that has remained relatively in its same state since construction
in 1931. This structure is slightly more attractive than most post offices constructed
under the WPA program.

The boundaries of this nomination include only that land occupied by the building.
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