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Turning off Orange Grove Boculevard, throush the Prospect Portals, of
selacted arroyo boulders and clinker brick, topped with lanterns, and de-
signed by Charles and Henry Greene, one enters the Pr o;pect Park Treact,
"...in concept and endurznce a hallwark of Pasadena..., l.2nd returns with
swrprising suideness tu tre early part of the century. Descending a slight
t{acline, he approzchss the Bentz House throusgh an arch of camphor trees.

The Zentz House, the first structure to be built in the Prospect Park
Tract, stands at the base of the hilll, on the scutheast corner of an irregu-
lar oval fcrzed by thae convergence of Prospect Boulevard and Prespect Cresc-
ert. Cn apsroachlng froz the southzast, because of the bullding's nlqcea nt
on tne lot, well toward the center, andi along the nortuern edge, one's first
«ie of iu--over an arroyo voulder wall (whlch enclioses approxizately two-
thirds of tne property), through a tall hedge of pittes orum, acrcss an ex-
pance of grass--contributes to the illusion thrat tue building sits farther
2cx on its site tnan do other houses zlong tie streevn.

Tne Zentz House i1s virtuzlly a groto-typle=l Czlifornia bunzalovw, a
stile perfected =2nd elevated to the level of arvh-tc‘nule, if not initiated,
b;, tne Greenes during taelr gozst cctive and preductive pericd--the years
cetween 1303 and 19092- It 1s a two- st“r‘, elzht-recz, frame cunralau,
crnzlet style (intercstinsgly, along the os“eut Boulevard elevatlon, the
dcminznt xeelinb 18 cha 1et——tme deep o«e“nauﬁs, trne gentle pitch to th

cof; howevsr, the Japanese influence dominates from alzest any other pers-
rective, especlally when cne views the building from either the soulh or
the vest elevation-~the slight 1ift on elther edge of the reof, the strong
doainance of the horizontal lines, underscored bj the overnanss which czrry
tne roof 4' 6" beyond the walls, with parl;ns and beaJ ends extending 14"
to 1€" beyOﬂd fasclas, the use of scarf jolints, pluss znd pess). It bears
211l of the famlliar Greene & Greene tralts: bznds of case:‘nt windows and
full-lenztn, glass-panclled doors, Joining interiocr znd exierlor spaces 2nd
providing easy movezent between interior spaces and »ue terrace znd gardens
beyord; the use of hand-zilled (ratner than stock coz rcial) doors zand
czaene

nt wlnﬂo*s, of a design unlique to the building uha preference for
xaterials trat ere indigenous to the region--36" nv”¢ apllt, redwood shakss,
11" to the weatner; Douglas Fir for frame, gurlins, beazs, and rafters,

znd 2ll interlor trim; arroyo boulders, loczl blue znd clinker tricks, a2nd
tiles--and thelr use whenever possible; and their unfalling eye fer coxmposi-
tlon, proprlety, scale, rvroportiocn, the placezent of elements, and for all
of tne suggestions end echoes 5enerated by these. +While many bungalow
tullders of the day, using these szaiwe elements and
ings wahicr are litile oore Lnan awkward caricatures cf tne style, the

Bentz Ecuse, bullt on a relatively low budget, gracefully personifies the
ricnest periou of the Greenes' work.

l. Janaan Strand, A GREENE & GREE)NE GUIDE,

2l p. 66,

Randell L. Lakinson, A GUID= T0 THE aOn“ OF GReRNE & GREENE, c. 10.

zaterials, produced bulld-
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aIn ncuse--1306 ’
Additlions to house, andUiL
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There are severzl reasons for 4h
1ts place within the body of worx of
in wocern architecture, to the posit!
a prozinent turn-of-tne Century Fosa!
of the arvs, to the guality uni extern
ing rlace on the hcuse.

SPECIFIC DATES

Tne houses for which Cherles =nl
tle, Ccrdella Culbertson, Roblnson, &
and Jzies Houses--are all large coo

whlle these are all without doubt woi
they 4o not fully or fairly vopﬂca:nv
t123 zroportion--of the Greencs' wor:
of irnz Greenes' contributions to ©
only tulld elegant houses exclusiv
as hzlf of their 137 documentsd, m2
well-to-30, middle-clacs clients—-
major group of tnelr nouses has
causss--deterioration of surroun ul
practices, disregard for hlstoric
rernt, re-developzent, remodelliing, o
Tnelr nuzbers have possibly been reiv
most rhave been altered beyond recozni
tive tuildings 1n this class of their
the rrize, extant exa*”le. reowew
tne hv-knt of the Greenss' mOat r
was at s peax. zndell L. uafin,v
", ..From 1503 to 1903 thuh
the style for whlch they a:

Its principles f3aote4 €
ate deslgns fcr ine wea
small single vo.oum d &
®...The Bent: . exezpll
of the basic .» & and &re
tes the effez- 258 of i
in bringinsg = sine dign!
well as largs:  .Juctures..

1. Randell L. M2r® 251, A GUIDF
2.  Ibid, p. 34.
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" ama E5o8TATION IR EXISTING 3URVEYS . .
o 'S FOm Y0U TC TA¥Z 1L FAS4DLNA, a pamphlet prepared by the Pasa-
indcws 2. : N .
>0 turzl Heiitage Cozmittee in 1973, available at nuzercus public dis-
sints turougnout the city; obtzinable !n bulk from the Faszdena
e inin ce rery, 235 E. Wa2lnut 3treet, Pasadena, CA. 91101.
38 3
3%
cr g:—,
s
T A GUIDE He WORH CF GREZNE A
Switn, Inc., lLzke Cliy =ni S=nt
Tle Z_ouse LiT =zt putllce ligrari

. aprrezcn Lo the entruance on frisgect cvurd 1s cver a brozd,
: wnlcn leads to the grotective uant i tne front rorch--zn in-
2 s rot cnly chbe- f woccition in its owa ri.nt: €"xE" Zir posts, set upen Trick pesis,
' O" (tapered tc €"x5") purilns exteriinz froz the niuss ic well
G. ascla, which in turn 5":*or* 3ty1oM (taparei tc 5") raliers, upon
E] ¢cklng and rolled-edge, zmaltrold roof rest Ite rocicd zrea
notre roxluately 1€'x21%, with refter ends extendlisag 10" teyond the
i Une trhen enters. inrcusa the larger of two front docrs (3' &%x
i ther, 2' wide, vut of tre sawe deslizn tangular ranes of
zzle ) %8, pernsps, nore zesthetic trzn pr tesl signiflcarce ) into
rasa- i cnt hzll, which exterds along the major axis of ftre nouse. Cne's
Ay ke did : attentlon 1s drawn luzedilately to trhe living rooxz, more specifllcally to tne
: ! Ttand of elght, tall, slizple csserent windows (fOJF alcnk ezsn wz11), which
: wrap arousd tne scuthwesi corner Jf the rocz. The livins rocz, the largsest
. ! in tie n ouse, 1s 18'x30'. There i3 a2 band ¢f three czzexent windows 1in
zering of the | . the center of the east wall, of three glass-ranelled doors c¢cn tne ssutheast
) vwall (thcqe lead to the tsrrace of mlsslgn~st"’e tlle), the eisnt corrner
Cssesent wlndows, =nd a cassive--thou \h well- svzlsd to tne size c¢f tre rcoz--
o, : - fireglace on tne norta w1ll. A (1"'x77) ceilins tand 2nd the (3/"x4 1/2")
33le st Reog 207, & rleture raliing, both of Douuslas Fir, ond separated by a €' sand-finlsh
» CA. 91103, plastered s,ace, inscribe a double norizontal band srcund the roz=, -nd : “
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7. DE332I7TICK
nave tne cffect ¢f furtner lowerins zn slready low (8') celling. The
wzll surface colors zre eartzen. The weoed, & warm, reddish brown, rubted
tc 2 duil, satin Iinish The floors are of light maple. Althcugh tre
pian of tre nouace 1s € ntiz2lly simple~-irs. Loulse Eentz in a lette
to Randell »axinson

r .o

the rocux ¢z flow ezz:1ly intc one zn-

ctrer, » intersziines view froa

prac t-c e and of 2 iTt architect 1s .

ot L 5. 3 rave 1 inrresszionistic L
ty--:»; €1 Ll abt torco S W » lar, wavy siass,
loey of color, 1 < nz2dow, ¢ < cia 11 surfaces,
‘In2lly, the rei I Lot cening fro: ap crs and ine
nt vegsotatle dyesz < ¢ criental raogs fen tng cllient, Jdonhn
ntz, 2 coliectcr of ine Ccricnial art, 2ve nod a rine select-
The intericr Lrio wocd trrou.moul tns is Dousias Flr, a zate-

coth zlentlial und 2 cive La 1306 urrent cugzsests
Conaries Greene Lay tely ci fir for tzis
ing teczuse it ras terest rn and sussisis

the Japanese wocd Tinis raown hold down con~

structlon ccsts, ani ye e un a narmonious set-

ting fer kls cilent': ¢ rienta
The nallway znd the ociher rocas il

trie pantry, tre sltcnen, zni tne zald re

slawilar to tihe living room. Casexent ta

are usged, excert In the zzntry znd ki ol

dows ars-used. Walnszoiing, tc 2 hedl Lo

Ing, 1s used in the dining rcox.

Four Gteirocis--tiree large, cone szall--2nd e bath open off ine cen-
tral, L-srzed hallway on thne seconi floor. A sleeping porch, sezcnd
znd dressing rocx were added to the second flcor by tre Greeres
in 19‘0. Unllke soxe of tnelr rncuses in thls class (obuilt for under

1. xps. lculse Zentz, from a letter written to Randell L. Xaxlinscen
i Novewber 30, 1958. Ori.inzl avallable at thne Gamble House
LIO” ry, aumber 4 Westzoreland Plane, Passdena, CA. 91105,

w

2. The guzl technisue invoives flat sawing the =u51 toard, firlng the
surface to burn away the soft suzzer growth, trushing away ihs char-
red portions leaving the darxened hard winter growta t stand out
lire an exboszed surface &:ainst the 1licr

nter-couleored soft grain.
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$15,C00, tne detall elements and raterials usei on the second floor are
ldenticael te thcose used on the Ilrst: all zmilled doors, czsexzent windows,
sz.ie Tloorz, ani identiczl tric.

Cenzd ceniition of Greene 2
Grecne tuil tserve thzt U ived the
razszse of Jeed, znld nas eration
than zost 5. o Lrreve occecursd.
A crizin S dic rurivwore, sc very 4ir
¢ tc re: <, R o} ave curvived , if any-
L SrowWi were b 5 1t3 ex : ni weathe
€ its trees by r the four
c ~ia live s antings,

I tured. e 2t Tsauty

c nity of ar €ene and
Greene Luildling--¢ IS surrounded
Ty wa2ture, beazutiiu r re ecuzl dicn
17 anld chare--zs i avis n its rric
cmaturity.

In 1910 trne Zdreenes mdded the sieerlng poreh, sccond uzstalirs bath
znd dressing rcoxz tc tne flat decs sbove tnc zitcnen, wald's tidrcox and
tuck poreh, znd the garzge, whlcn froats cn Froszect Crescernt.

& SIGNIFICANCE

Tazt the Bentz House btelonss in thls c¢lass of their worx 1s not cnly ob-

vious, vut is well Jdocumented. irs. Zentza:
"o.diinen in 1304 Lr. Zentz, Nylez Ezton =znd J.C.
Bralinzrd tcuzht tac 0ld Cooly trzct of 32 acres
and laid it cut Lt w2s decided trnat we tilid ¢
least expenslive lot there. Iir. Grecene wzs cal
to draw plans and speciflcsatl ns--Hinry Greerne
the en_ineer--He trnou.ht ne wouldn't gossiktl
do so for he was kg ¥y with five btigz Jci
dena at tne tlze, but conslidering cur friend
2s we wanicd, a very slunie cne..."'le

Tne origzinal perzit ap-licatlon estiuate is fer $5€00.

Ferhaps the chlef reascn for the survival and prospering cf the

l. ¥rs. Loulse Bentz, letter to Randell
2. Pasadena Bullding Permit Log, Voluze

L. Makinson.
2. Avaiiadble at Room 207,

City Hall, 100 XNorth Garfield Avenue, Paczdena, CA. 911C9.
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CHECK ONE CHECK ONMNE
Y UNALTERED ZORGINAL SITE
_ ALIZRED __MOVED —

NATE
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L:)iiGif‘,\L UF KNOW s PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

=)
colevard, tharcu.h the Prospect Portals, of
inyxer tricr, tcpred with lanterns, and de-
ong, cne enters the Prospect Park Tract,
railozarg of Fasidena..., +vand returns with
1y part of tze ceantury. Descending a slight
5 iouse throush an arch of camphor trees.
to be built 1n the Prospect Park
=2 scutheast ceorner of an irregu-
~gct Poulevard =nd Prospect Cresc-
eczuze of the butlding's placement
onz ihe nortnern eéme, one's first
ai2n encloses spproximately twe-
dze of pl:tosper;n, pcrccs an ex-
n that Yhe buildiing sits farther
.5 Vo€ streev. -
L1y 2 rrete-typieszl Celirorrniz bungalow, o
> the level of =zrcocaltecture, 1f not initlated,
szt oective =2nd zreiucstive fericd--the yea
1 two-ztoery, elzht-roc:, frazs bungalow,
long the Irc 2t S:oulevari elevation, th
:desn OVE 25, the geatle pitech to tne
fluence dozinztes frow azlzcsi zny other pers-
iews Llne zul Irow eizner the south or
1ift on eit ge of tre roof, the strong
nes, Wllerscl 7 tne overrnangs whilcn carry
s, wilh puarlin: =znd teaz ends extending 14"
ef scarf Joints, pluss znd zegs). It bears
resne Yralls: tznds of czsszeat windows and
ors, Jloining interior znd exterior spaces and
o interior =pzces and the terrace and gardens
{ratrher tran stock comzerci=l) doors and
urlgus to the tullding; the preference for
< othe$re5:oz-—3§“ nand-221it, redwood shakes,
I .or IrzZe, pirilins, bte2:s, and rafters,
csulders, loczl diug and cliﬂzer bricks, and
r¢szitle; =nd trelr unfelling eye for composi-
‘Wion, itne placzezent of elezents, and for all
Zencraved Ty ihese., Whlle wmany bungalow
3% zzie tlezents and cCzterlals, produced bulld-
B wiyari curicatlores ¢f the stjle the
Vely low zudget, acefully personifies the

(8]

r

feigraw

CANCE

PERIOCD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELO'«‘/'
—_PREHISTCRIC —ARCHEQLUGY-PREHISTCRIC X = COMMAUMITY PLANNING — LARNDSTAPE ARUH TECTURE —RELG N
14001482 — ARCKEOLOGY-HISTOR'C __CONSERVATION AW _SCIENCE
_15C0-1589 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS Z_UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
_1600-1699  X_ARCHITECTURE __ETUCATION _ MILTARY __SOCIAL AUMANITARIAN
—1700-1789 —ART __ENGINEERING _MUSIC _TREATER
__1800-1839 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION-SEITLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPCRTATION
X1g00- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POUTICS'GOVERMMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

. __INVENTION

Zain ncuse--12
SPECIFICDATES ajaitions to nvu_e, 7
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Tnere sre severz

czsons Ior ths gl ance 18¢
its place within the i vorx of Char a He: ta
in modern archltcctur“ to tas position clio: .2,
a promlnent turn-of-tine Centuary Foasolena £3ma 3
of the arts, to the guzllty =znl extent of Bolels o on
ing place on the hcuse.
The houses for w S

ble, Ccrdella Culber o
and Ja@es Hougeg--ar be
wnlle irese are cll 27
they do not fully or ab
tizl proporilon--of ol )
of tre Gresnes' cont 2 3 ndern
only tulld elegant houze 2iusively T
as kel of their 137 docuxzzatsd, zz2jor
well-to-do, middle-class clicata--ror un f
major group of tnelr nouss 5 suilerci poke O
causes--deterioration of su unding nsi e
practices, disregard for ni ric 2ni oI L 1L
nent, re-developzent, rexzol ing, and v 3% ta
Thels nuzbers have ﬁobs;clf Lcen reduzed By T
most have been alte"@d teyond rscomnitic rez B4 -
tive bulidings in this class of thsir wo ne !
the prime, extant examnple. leoreover, 1t cc
the height of the Greenes' =cst preluctive perd
was at 1lts peakx. Rzandell L. lLaxincon:
Y. .. From 1503 to 13903 they do"“lccsd and refinzd
the style for which tney are uwo ﬁlaclv LOTUN.
Its principles pted enuslly to the elzabsr-
ate deslgns for thzir we atele and o lhs
small single tsdrocm dwe ©
"...The Bentz Ecuse exemplifie tre full devslozzent
of tne basic Greene and Greene vocabulary «nd illustra-
tes the effectivenszss of the Greenes' princisles
in bringing a genulne dlznlty to moderate-slzed as
well as larger structures...'2.
1. Randell L. Makinson, & GUIDE TO THE WOXX CF GRE.LE &MND CRFAVE, p.°

2. 1Ivid, p. 34.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Bentz House 1is 1ts setiing,
unisue and successful residential develorze
certzin snon to be the subjlect of a Naclonz

the Prospect Fark jicle]
czents in the clity, =2nd =21

Tract, one of the

21 Reglster rnoxlinatlion. Jaigd
out from tne Cooly tract, z tlol runnin» rem Oranrse Grove Roulevar!

n the scuth, to the Secn Eridge on ta e north, betwven trhe old Santa F
Rai’“ooa spur on the €ast ond Rosewmont Avenue on the west, 1t hes teczcze
a zodel of quzlity and stability. The initial bu11j1n5 restricticns
11"*’6& tre least exzenzive building to §57C0, but mcst cf't*b heuses
buiit in the tract exceedeid ihzt ;l'u"c. Tre 1ist of zitects who
dezigned hcuses for the tract 1s most impressive, Virtaallj 5 Who's Who
of trne resion's fineszt reziientiz architects of tre reriod from 1308 to
1520: Wyron Hunt, Rcland Cczte, Artrhur Helneman, G. Lawrence Stizson,
Franz Lloyd wright (Lz Miniutara), Sylvanus Harston, Zdgsr saybury,
Czrrett Van Felt, Josepn Eilcx, Wzllace Neff, Fegineld Jdchnson, z11
sizrned nomes buiit iﬂ tre trzct durlng ihsse years. And the tracy,
£nown for its stabllity, survived reld-lining, tie urbza turmoll <¢f
€Cs (it ras zlso ‘eer L0CwWn Ior twenty yezrs or wore zi a ucdel of
{ul integration) to teccze in 1ts watarlity one of the mest handscie
desirezple nelonbornccds in the city. Jonn Zentz, frieni of 1lang st

f Crharles Greene, preilnent Pasedenz buslinessman, owner c¢f a thrivi
oriental 1mport business, successful rezl-ectate devclo;er, znd soie
patron of the arts {(he 315 s21d to have influenced, assisted znd enco
tne Paszdene landsczgpe artlist, benjoamzin Brown), ;long witnh Niles rat
and Joan C. Bralnard, develo: '

ince 1960, the present owners hzve teen
sensitlve program ol autrentic restoration cf

developeC here--or research 'n*o orisinal cclors,

anid stalining wood SJF;236°,
restoration efforts tur.u-nhout the city,
earlilier Victorlizns as wel
restoration Droject nas p

" ..the devotl

Tne exten ~uszl

~ed the rrospect Farx Tract.

etc.~-n2ve bLeen succes

cmpled Janzan Surﬁnd to write:
ton with whlcn this rarticular

enzzsed in a careful
tie house. Tecrnnlouss
of strirzing,
sfully apoll
cn tcth craftszzn tu

P )
= 4
ity and effect of

hcuse has been restored h=zs inspilred o preser-

vatlon wovesent in this city."le

1.

Janaan Strand, A GREENE AND GREENE GUIDE, p. €6.
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willi2z R. znd k2ren Current, CERELDLE AYD CRLEVE: Architects in the kesiden-

tial St,lc, sTon Cartar Huseuxn of Western Art, 1574.

Raniell L. Makin=on, A 3UISL TC IThad CF GREZLE ‘,-.Dngu“‘.«:, Peresrine
S¢1t’n, Inc., Se t Laxs Cilty 2and Sl‘,w Earbara, 1974.

Janzan Strand, A GREXME ARD GREZNE GUIDE, Grant Dahlstron/The Castle
rress, 1:74 .
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ACREAGE OF NOM!NATED PRUPERTY eV
UTM REFERENCES
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING HORTHING
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPVICN

N

The prozerty, sn Llrreg r rectansgie, consists of lcts 22 and‘EB of
the V“‘s ect Fars Tract. O© encing at tne SW corper of lot 21, 1t runs
E soproxizately 163.33 Tt. trhe SE corner of lot 21, then § aprroximate-
13.54 f1. to tne S§% cor of lot 23, then W aror ox*uatcly 142.33 ft.
corner rouaniing st t SW corner of lot 24, then ¥ =pprroximately
ft. zlong rFrossect O cent to the uctlm.im

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROP(RTi‘S OVERLAPPING STATE GR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

N/A cooe COUNTY cone

STATE CLDE COUNT, CcudE

| JFORM PREPARED EY
NAME S TiTLE

Lols viebh u«nd Zaoul Savole
CROANIZATICN

DATE
. July 23, 157
STREETANUMBER weth: 3454 Vosburyg 3Sitreet TeeeRoNE o -1225
Sa¥oies £57 Prespecy Bodlevard T2-4715
CITY OR TCAN . STATE Warnhe 12 :)7
- N CJde L
Paszdena . Califcrnia ,__,),‘ ’ 21107

LZISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATI

THE EVALUATED S!GNIFICANCE OF THIS PHOPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS,
NATIONAL ____ STATE XX " LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natonal Histons Preservat.on Act of 1966 (Fubic Law 83-565). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion i the National Register ard certify that it has been evaluated according to the
cntena and prozedures set forth by the N3t:.anal Park Service
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