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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The South Congregational Church i s situated high atop the F i r s t Eastern Connecticut River 
Terrace at the curve i n Maple Street on the corner of High Street. I t s prominent s i t e 
enables the church to be v i s i b l e for a considerable distance southward. 

The South Congregational Church was designed by William Potter and dedicated on February 
24, 1875. The building measures 136 feet by 77 feet, and constructed of Longmeadow 
sandstone on a foundation of Monson granite . The elaborate trimmings include ornamen­
t a l columns of polished Aberdeen granite, window tracery of terr a cotta, and beltings 
of yellow Ohio sandstone. 

The apse fronts on Maple Street and has a high conically-shaped roof which i s cut o f f 
by the transept's ridge roof. The o r i g i n a l structure terminated i n a chapel with small 
gables. At the southwest corner of the church at the intersection of High and Maple 
Streets i s the 120-foot tower which serves as the p r i n c i p a l entrance to the church. 
Another entrance, at the northwest corner, was o r i g i n a l l y a small, hip-roofed replica 
of the tower entrance. This section was svibsequently enlarged, given a crenellated, 
f l a t roof, and provided with two doorways. The tower i s also relieved and r i c h l y 
ornamented by numerous windows, opening and arches with granite p i l l a r s , carved 
capitals of yellow stone, and boldly carved yellow b e l t i n g . The tower contains a bel­
f r y , below which i s a gable on both the east and west facades. 

There are nine arched windows i n the apse, 15 feet i n height, and f i v e i n the chapel's 
High Street gable. The rose windows located i n the transept's gable are each 26 feet 
i n diameter and bordered by two rings of alternating dark and l i g h t voussoirs. Origin­
a l l y the polychromatic slate roofs of the nave, transept, chapel and tower were f i n ­

ished with iron cresting. 

I n the late 1940's a large parish house was added to the eastern end of the church. 
Primarily constructed of bric k , i t i s faced with Longmeadow sandstone which had been 
quarried at the same time as that used i n the church. The stone was acquired when 
the F i r s t Baptist Church at the corner of State and Spring Streets was demolished. 
Within the past year a small brick plaza has been constructed i n fro n t of the church 
on Maple Street. 



t l SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

-XI800-1899 

- 1 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

3LARCHITECTURE 

^ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

- E D U C A T I O N 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MIL ITARY 

— M U S I C , r 

—PHILOSOPHY 

— P O LITICS/GOVE R N M E NT 

^^RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

— S O C I A i y H U M A N I T A R I A N 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1875 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
William Potter 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The South Congregational Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an outstanding example of High Victor­
ian Gothic architecture i n Springfield and for i t s associations with a number of prom­
inent citizens i n the c i t y . 

The church was designed by William Potter and b u i l t by Norcross and Brothers of Worces­
ter . William Potter had recently completed his t r a i n i n g i n his brother Edward's New 
York architectural o f f i c e . Edward was a spe c i a l i s t i n ecc l e s i a s t i c a l design and worked 
with the RUskinian mode of the Gothic Revival. William's f i r s t commission, the Chan­
cellor Green Library at Princeton i n 1872, r e f l e c t s the di r e c t influence of his bro­
ther's work. Another of William Potter's early works, the South Congregational Church, 
was b u i l t the year Potter became U.S. Supervising Architect. I n t h i s capacity he 
designed several large post o f f i c e buildings and customs houses, and during the next 
twenty years he designed many churches i n New York City and several other buildings at 
Princeton College. 

South Congregational Church has been described by Heiury Russell Hitchcock as "one of 
the f i n e s t examples of the High Victorian Gothic i n America." The Springfield City 
Directory of 1873-1874 stated that the church was "indeed a rather bold departure 
from ordinary models, being much l i k e an amphitheater and e n t i r e l y unlike any other 
church building i n Springfield." The l a t e r a l walls of the i n t e r i o r are unbroken by 
any projection so that pews i n the transept as wel l as i n any other part of the church 
may have an unobstruc?tedview of the p u l p i t . The building i s further distinguished 
by i t s carved capitals which represent elements i n nature, such as at the tower en­
trance where Spring i s represented by the t u l i p , Autumn by wheat. Summer by the sweet-
b r i a r , and Winter by the h o l l y . This drawing from nature rather than from more conven­
t i o n a l forms i l l u s t r a t e s the influence of the pre-Raphaelite theory upon late nineteenth 
century architecture. 

The South Congregational Church was aided i n i t s building drive by four prominent 
Springfield c i t i z e n s . George and Charles Merriam, the brothers who published Webster'g 
Dictionary, contributed $15,000, while Daniel Wesson, head of gmith and Wesson, the 
nationally known munitions works, gave $10,000. Another important contributor was 
Daniel Harris, purchaser of the Howe bridge truss patent and president of the f i r m 
which constructed r a i l r o a d bridges throughout the northeastern and -midwestern states. 

Samuel G. Buckingham was offered the pastorate of the South Congregational Church when 
the society formed i n 1842. Desiring to remain at his Milbury, Connecticut post, he 
declined and his brother-in-law Noah Porter was appointed. I n 1847 Reverend Porter 

became a professor at Yale and Dr. Buckingham accepted the pastorate which was then 
at a small, r e c e n t l y - b u i l t church on Bliss Street. Dr. Buckingham spearheaded the 

continued 
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drive which resulted i n the present e d i f i c e on Maple and High Streets. During his 
forty-seven years of service at the South Congregational Church, Buckingham became 
widely known for his many eccles i a s t i c a l publications and had a Springfield junior 
high school named for him i n 1890 i n t r i b u t e to his long-standing concern for quality 
education i n local schools. 

Ph i l i p Moxom succeeded Dr. Buckingham as pastor i n 1894. He was also a p r o l i f i c 
writer on church matters and served as University Preacher at Harvard between 1894 
and 1897. Reverend Moxom was a nationally known advocate of peace movements and he 
served as a delegate to several in t e r n a t i o n a l peace congresses. A well-rounded com­
munity leader, Moxom was president of the Appalachian Mountain Club for two years 
and published a book on Robert Browning's poetry. 

James Gordon Gilkey was named as Reverend Moxom's successor i n 1917, a position he held 
for t h i r t y - e i g h t years. Continuing the t r a d i t i o n of the other leaders of South Church, 
Gilkey taught at Amherst and Springfield Colleges and published eighteen books on 
religious l i f e and daily l i v i n g . Reverend Gilkey's other interest was music, and he 
served as president of the Springfield Symphony for ten years. 
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P A U L GUZZ I 

March 30, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three nominations for the following properties: 

1. Newton, Woodland Railroad Station, Newton Highlands Railroad Station, Newton 
Centre Railroad Station and Baggage and Express Building 

2. Shirley, Shirley Shaker Village 
3. Springfield, South Congregational Church 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patri c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PEW/mw 
Enclosures 
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