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The South Congregational Church i ssituated high atop theFirst Eastern Connecticut River
Terrace at thecurve i nMaple Street onthecorner of High Street. |tspromnent site
enables thechurch tobevisibhle for a considerable distance southward.

The South Congregational Church was designed by Wlliam Potter and dedi cated on February
24, 1875. The building measures 136 feet by 77 feet, andconstructed of Longneadow
sandstone on a foundation of Monson granite . The elaborate trimmngs include ornamen-
tal colums of polished Aberdeen granite, w ndow tracery of terra cotta, and beltings

of yellow Chio sandstone.

The apse fronts on Maple Street and has a high conically-shapedroof which i scut off
by thetransept'sridge roof. The original structure termnated i na chapel with small
gables. At thesouthwest corner of thechurch at theintersection of Hgh and Mapl e
Streets i st hel20-foot tower which serves as theprincipal entrance t ot he church.
Anot her entrance, at thenorthwest corner, was originally a small, hip-roofedreplica
of thetower entrance. This section was svibsequently enlarged, given a crenellated,
flat roof, and provided with two doorways. The tower i salso relieved and richly
ornamented by nunerous wi ndows, opening and arches with granite pillars, carved
capitals of yellow stone, andboldly carved yellowbelting. The tower contains a bel-
fry, belowwhich i sa gable onboth t heeast and west facades.

There arenine arched windows i ntheapse, 15 feet i n height, andfive i nthe chapel's
High Street gable. The rose windows |ocated i nthetransept's gable areeach 26 feet
in diameter and bordered by tworings of alternating dark and light voussoirs. Origin-
ally thepolychromatic slate roofs of thenave, transept, chapel andtower were fin-
shed with iron cresting.

In thelate 1940's a large parish house was added t ot heeastern end of t he church.
Primarily constructed of brick, i ti sfaced with Longmeadow sandstone which had been
quarried at thesanme time as that used i nthechurch. The stone was acquired when
the First Baptist Church at thecorner of State and Spring Streets was denolished.
Wthin thepast year a small brick plaza has been constructed i nfront of the church
on Maple Street.
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The South Congregational Church i ssignificant as anoutstanding exanple of High Victor-
ian Gothic architecturei nSpringfield andfor it sassociations with a nunber of prom
inent citizens i nthecity.

The church was designed by Wl liamPotter and built by Norcross andBrothers of Wrces-
ter. WIlliamPotter hadrecently conmpleted his training i nhis brother Edward' s New
York architectural office. Edward was a specialist i necclesiastical design andworked
with t heRUskinian node of t heCothic Revival. Wlliams first comm ssion, the Chan-
cellor Green Library at Princeton i n1872, reflects thedirect influence of his bro-
ther's work. Another of WlliamPotter's early works, theSouth Congregational Church,
was built theyear Potter became US Supervising Architect. | nthis capacity he
designed several large post office buildings andcustonms houses, andduring t he next
twenty years he designed many churches i nNew York City andseveral other buildings at
Princeton College.

Sout h Congregational Church has been described by Heiury Russell Hitchcock as "one of
the finest exanples of theHigh Victorian Gothic in America." The Springfield City
Directory of 1873-1874 stated that thechurch was "indeed a rather bold departure

from ordinary nmodels, being rmuch like an anphitheater andentirely unlike any other
church building i nSpringfield." Thelateral walls of theinterior areunbroken by

any projection sothat pews i nthetransept aswell as i nanyother part of the church
nay have an unobstruc?tedview of thepulpit. Thebuilding i sfurther distinguished

by itscarved capitals which represent elements i nnature, such as at t hetower en-
trance where Spring i srepresented by thetulip, Autum by wheat. Summer by t he sweet -
briar, and Wnter by theholly. This drawing from nature rather than from nore conven-
tional forms illustrates theinfluence of t hepre-Raphaelite theory upon late nineteenth
century architecture.

The South Congregational Church was aided i nitshbuilding drive by four prom nent
Springfield citizens. GCeorge andCharles Merriam thebrothers who published Webster'g
Dictionary, contributed $15,000, while Daniel Wsson, head of gmth and Wsson, t he
nationally known nunitions works, gave $10,000. Another important contributor was

Dani el Harris, purchaser of theHowe bridge truss patent andpresident of thefirm

whi ch constructed railroad bridges throughout thenortheastern and -nmidwestern states.

Sanuel G Bucki ngham was of fered t he pastorate of t he South Congregational Church when
the society formed i n1842. Desiring toremain at his M |bury, Connecticut post, he
declined andhis brother-in-1awNoah Porter was appointed. | n1847 Reverend Porter

became a professor at Yale and Dr. Bucki ngham accepted t hepastorate which was then
at a small, recently-built church onBliss Street. Dr. Buckingham spearheadedt he

continued
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drive which resulted i nthepresent edifice on Maple and High Streets. Duringhi s
forty-seven years of service at t he South Congregational Church, Bucki ngham becare

wi del'y known for his many ecclesiastical publications and had a Springfield junior

hi gh school named for hi mi n1890i ntribute t ohis long-standing concern for quality
education i nlocal schools.

Philip Mbxom succeeded Dr. Bucki ngham as pastor i n1894. H was also a prolific
writer on church matters and served as University Preacher at Harvard between 1894
and 1897. Reverend Mbxomwas a nationally known advocate of peace nmovenents and he
served as a delegate t oseveral international peace congresses. A well-rounded com
nmunity |eader, Moxomwas president of t he Appal achian Mouuntain Club for twoyears
and published a book on Robert Browning's poetry.

Janes Cordon Gilkey was named as Reverend Moxom's successor i n1917, a position he held
for thirty-eight years. Continuing thetradition of theother |eaders of South Church,
Gil key taught at Amherst and Springfield Colleges and published eighteen books on
religious life anddaily living. Reverend G lkey's other interest was music, and he
served as president of theSpringfield Synphony for ten years.
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PAUL GUZzZI

March 30, 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Regi stration

National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find three nom nations forthefollowi ng properties:

1. Newton, Whodl and Railroad Station, Newton Highlands Railroad Station, Newton
Centre Railroad Station and Baggage and Express Buil ding

2. Shirley, Shirley Shaker Village

3. Springfield, South Congregational Church

These properties have been voted eligible by t heMassachusetts Historical
Commi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by theState Historic
Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Hi storical Comm ssion

BRX/mv
Encl osures
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